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DNA and carcinogenesis, and a few models for 
tumor chemotherapy. Particularly illuminating is a 
section entitled "Tumor theories in dialogue," which 
contains records of a fictitious conversation on this 
subject . 

This book represents a useful and stimulating 
discussion of biological aspects of cancer, and can 
be recommended particularly for students interested 
in problems of modern biology. 

G. F. GAUSE, Member, Academy of Medical Sciences 
of USSR, Moscow 

CARCINOGENESIS AS A BIOLOGICAL PROBLEM. North­
Holland Research Monographs. Frontiers of Biology, Vol­
ume 34. 

By I. Berenblum . North-Holland Publishing Company, 
Amsterdam and Oxford; American Elsevier Publishing 
Company, New York. $34.75. xxviii + 376 p.; ill.; 
subject index. 1974. 

This marvellous book is a real find for the advanced 
graduate student or for the working scientist begin­
ning a career in cancer research. 

The first five chapters apply the logic of retrospec­
tion to early studies of chemical and viral carcino­
genesis, the biological aspects of initiation and 
promotion, the metabolic aspects of carcinogenesis, 
and a general survey of viral involvement in tumors . 
As such, this book would be a perfectly satisfactory 
summary of a complex and incomplete field. 
However, it is the last chapter, on the principles of 
cancer prevention, that alone is worth the price of 
the book. Some cancers, perhaps a majority, are 
preventable. Here is a clear discussion of the points 
at which the process of tumor induction can, in 
principle, be interfered with. First among them, 
crushingly obvious, is the removal of carcinogenic 
agents from the environment. Thus, this book carries 
the reader from molecular biology all the way through 
histology to politics, which is quite an exciting trip . 

ROBERT E. POLLACK, Microbiology, Basic Health 
Sciences, State University of New York, Stony Brook 

PRINCIPLES OF PATHOBIOLOGY. Second Edition. 
Edited by Mariano F. La Via and Rolla B. Hill, Jr. 
Oxford University Press, New York, London, and 
Toronto . $11.95 (cloth); $7.95 (paper). xviii + 295 
p.; ill.; index . 1975. 

The second edition of this textbook represents an 
updating of the original work which appeared four 
years ago. The intent is clearly to present a brief 
general pathology textbook for the health profes­
sional student . This book has several virtues: it is 
concise, generally readable, and reasonably up to date. 
Unfortunately, its failings outweigh these attributes. 
It is too superficial in many areas and quite uneven. 
The chapter on inflammation is well done but under­
emphasizes the cellular aspects of the inflammatory 
process, particularly with regard to chronic in-

flammation. The chapter on immunologic injury is 
so brief as to be almost useless. No attention is paid 
to the control of the immune system at the cellular 
level (T-cells, B-cells, suppressor, and helper cells 
are not even mentioned) and the discussion presented 
is exceedingly superficial. This contrasts sharply with 
the much more comprehensive and thoughtful treat­
ment of cellular reaction to injury. The discourse 
on neoplasia is adequate as is the chapter on host­
parasite interaction. Throughout, clinically illustrative 
material is lacking. In this .era of rapid advance in 
our understanding of pathobiology, the medical or 
dental student is entitled to a more thorough ground­
ing than is offered in here. While this book might 
be of value to some students, it does not compare 
to more comprehensive textbooks such as Pathologic 
Basis of Disease, by S. L. Robbins (Saunders, 1974) 
or the somewhat dated 4th Edition of General Patholo­
gy, by Lord Florey (Saunders, 1970) for the serious 
scholar. 

FREDERICK MILLER, Pathology, State University of New 
York, Stony Brook 

INTRODUCTION TO HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY. 

By Mary Griffiths. Macmillan, New York; Collier 
Macmillan, London. $12 .95. xx+ 555 p.; ill.; index . 
1974. 

This is an elementary textbook of human physiology 
intended for both science and non-science majors. 
It is well written with very few factual errors. The 
organization of the subject matter is very good and 
happens to appeal to my personal prejudice. The 
book begins with an introduction to cell function; 
then presents a brief, but adequate, section on the 
autonomic nervous system. The detailed consider­
ations of sensory receptors, central nervous system, 
and brain function are deferred until the end of 
the book. This approach gives a student, new to this 
subject, sufficient preparation to understand the 
regulatory controls for each system, as well as provid­
ing a means of review and integration of all systems. 
The usual subject matter is presented in the following 
order: circulation, respiration, digestion and metabo­
lism, renal physiology, endocrinology, and reproduc­
tion. The illustrations are adequate, but not imagina­
tive. The only derogatory comment that can be made 
about this book is that it is insufficient in detail. This 
is truly unfortunate, since the text is written clearly 
and a relatively minor expansion would have made 
it one of the best introductory texts of human physi­
ology available. 

STANLEY J. MASIAK, Physiology and Biophysics, Health 
Sciences Center, State University of New York, Stony 
Brook 

IT's YouR BODY . An Explanatory Text in Basic Regional 
Anatomy With Functional And Clinical Considerations. 

By Lawrence M. Elson. McGraw-Hill Book Company, 


