
Database Demo: Elevate 
Your Search Techniques for 

the Academic Space



● Name: Sam Ward (She/They)
● Columbia Libraries “Ask a 

Librarian” internship program
● Student at the University of 

Alabama getting my Master’s 
in Library and Information 
Science (MLIS) 

● Have worked in public 
libraries and a prison library
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About Me
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You are a researcher!
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Internet Search Engines
Google, Bing, social media platforms, and 
more 

Profit mainly through advertising alongside (and 
embedded within) search results 
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Research Databases

EBSCO, Scopus, ProQuest, JSTOR, and more 
Profit mainly through subscription agreements with 
schools (like Columbia University) 

Can include anything published on the web 
Top results are sites that have paid for better 
placement or are most effective at SEO (Search 
Engine Optimization)

Follows a professional, academic standard 
Library databases index edited, published material, 
often scholarly, and collected for an educational use

Saves information from previous searches 
Automatically searches for terms related to the 
keywords you enter, can favor sources you already 
frequent, and might try to “correct” your entry

Does not save information from previous 
searches 

No assumptions are made on what it “thinks” you are 
trying to look for. Search entries are taken at face 
value. Even small details like spelling need to be 
correct!
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Major Databases

EBSCO
Good for all social science and medical research. Can 
be good for primary sources for magazine archives 
and environmental research. Has a great collection of 
ebooks on all topics.
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Scopus
Good for all science topics and especially anyone 
researching the environment or sustainability. Also 
good for social sciences. Strength for giving citation 
numbers.

ProQuest
Good for all current events research because it has A 
LOT of newspapers. Generally good for business and 
interdisciplinary research. Has a great collection of 
ebooks on all topics.

JSTOR
Good for all humanities topics and surprisingly anyone 
researching “the workplace.” Strength for history, 
philosophy, and niche cultural studies topics.
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How do I choose the 
right one? What about 

all the others?
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Boolean Operators
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Other Tips for Boolean Operators

Asterisks

Captures all various endings for the 
root word.

Quotation Marks

Used to search for exact phrases. It 
indicates the order you have put the 

words in matters.

Question Marks

Used for one letter differences in a 
word

Example

“New York City”

“climate change”

Example
Add an asterisk to the end of 

"elect" 

like elect* 

to also capture: elect, elects, 
elected, election, electoral

Example

Wom?n includes

Woman and Women
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Determine Key Terms
● Choose search terms carefully and consider 

synonyms
● Start broad and work your way down to more 

narrow terms
● Use materials already found to help find new terms 

to try
● Research is iterative, meaning it is something you 

do again and again to improve it over time
● If you feel like you’ve hit a wall or need help getting 

started, sign up for a research consultation! 
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Let’s Try It Out!
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Where to Get 
Further Help

“Ask a Librarian” Chat

Great for quick questions (take 
about 15 minutes or less to answer) 

including getting help accessing 
specific articles. Please note the 

hours for when this is active!
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Schedule a Research 
Consultation

One-on-one appointments lasting up 
to 60 minutes with a subject 

specialist librarian. Currently offered 
remotely via Zoom or over the 

phone.

Subject and Course Guides

Created by subject specialist 
librarians, these are great for getting 
an overview of all the resources we 

have connected to a topic and 
getting direct (proxied) links

“Ask a Reference Question”
Form

Use this if the “Ask a Librarian” chat 
is not active. Also good if your 

question(s) are a bit longer but not 
to the point of needing a full 

research consultation
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Upcoming Workshops
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Tuesday

Apr
1

Let's Use CLIO (Online)

  Getting Your Bearings: UW and 
Library Research

  UWP: Citations and Zotero

Friday

Apr
4

Monday

Apr
7
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Contact Me: 
sew2223@columbia.edu


