“Database Demo: Elevate Your Search Techniques for the Academic
Space” Workshop Handout

Intern: Sam Ward, sew2223@columbia.edu
Supervisor: Ben Chiewphasa, bbc2129@columbia.edu

This handout contains all the links shared during the Database Demo workshop and a
brief description of what they are.

- Search Engines vs. Google Scholar vs. Library Databases:
https://leddy.uwindsor.ca/get-help/quides/search-engines-vs-google-scholar-vs-lib
rary-databases

- Sourced from The University of Windsor LibGuides (Library Guides), this
page goes into further detail about the similarities and differences between
online search engines, Google Scholar, and library databases as well as
the best approach for searching each.

- Advanced Search Strategies Handout:
https://academiccommons.columbia.edu/doi/10.7916/d8-thd1-7f62
- Sourced from Columbia Academic Commons, this handout covers
Boolean Operators and other search techniques to use for databases and
academic library catalogs.

- Database Searching Guide:
https://guides.library.columbia.edu/databasesearching/home
- Similar to the handout but with some additional information and proxied
links, this Columbia University Libraries LibGuide (Library Guide) talks
about how to find the right databases and search them.

- Library Home Page: hitps://library.columbia.edu
- Start here to more easily find any of the resources we talked about from

the Columbia University Libraries website

- CLIO (Columbia Library’s Online Catalog Search):
https://resolver.library.columbia.edu/clio
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- Current Columbia faculty, students, staff, and alumni who are off campus
looking to access CLIO should use this link where UNI authentication will
be required.

Handout on Using CLIO: htips://tinyurl.com/CLIO-Handout
- This handout serves as an overview for how to find resources (including
databases) through CLIO.

Subject and Course Guides:
https://library.columbia.edu/services/subject-quides.html
- Created by subject specialist librarians, these guides help you find
databases and other resources for specific subjects as well as tips to keep
in mind (such as keywords unique to this subject area) while searching for
resources.

Ask a Librarian Chat: https://library.columbia.edu/services/askalibrarian.html
- Great for quick questions like where to find a specific article, this online
chat connects you with a real person who can help solve your problem!

Ask a Reference Question Form:
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/email.html
- Use this for questions you would otherwise send in chat when it is not
active or when you have questions that are a bit longer to answer but not
quite long enough to warrant a research consultation. Here, your
question(s) will be forwarded to the right librarian to help.

Schedule a Research Consultation:
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/consultation.html
- Use this form to schedule a one-on-one appointment lasting up to 60
minutes with a subject specialist librarian. Consultations are offered
remotely via Zoom or over the phone.

Workshops: https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/workshops.html
- Interesting and helpful workshops happen throughout the semester both
in-person and via Zoom. Keep an eye out on the schedule or sign up with
your email for “Libraries' Workshops Digest” to stay up to date on
workshops coming up!
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