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The manuscript consists almost entirely of
units of text under titles, which the Project has
called "entries." The List of Entries forms an
index to navigate the over 900 entries.

Entries can be filtered by selecting semantic
tags that have been used to encode relevant
terms in each entry. For further information on
these tags, see Principles of Encoding.

View the List of Entries >>

Entries can be faceted through 26 broad
categories, which are intended to provide a
quick overview of processes and materials and
to help navigate the manuscript.

For more information about the manuscript’s
contents, see Pamela H. Smith, An
Introduction to Ms. Fr. 640 and its Author-
Practitioner.

The manuscript BnF Ms. Fr. 640 mostly
consists of units of text under titles, which the
Project has called "entries."

Overview of Resources

List of Entries

Entry Categories

https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/content/resources/principles#principles-of-encoding
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/entries
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/essays/ann_300_ie_19
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/essays/ann_300_ie_19
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/essays/ann_300_ie_19
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/


The over 900 entries have been grouped by the
Making and Knowing Project into 26 broad
categories, loosely corresponding to topics that
the Project felt represented core
preoccupations of the author-practitioner.

Each entry was assigned up to three of the 26
categories. For example, Tablettes (Tablets) on
fol. 15v is categorized under "wood and its
coloring," "decorative," and "tool."

These categories form an index created by the
Project to ease navigation of the manuscript.

Category Descriptions

Category
name

Percent
of entries

Definition

casting 33.87% making of molds for
casting, and/or
casting into molds

painting 14.25% painting, paintings,
or painters

metal
process

8.21% a process involving
metals not being
cast

varnish 4.91% varnish making or
application

arms and
armor

5.28% arms and armor

medicine 4.53% medical, health, and
healing recipes

household
and daily
life

3.21% household
management or
ornamentation,
daily life, and
quotidian subjects

cultivation 3.02% cultivating plants
stones 3.02% significant

references to
precious and semi-

https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/folios/15v


Category
name

Percent
of entries

Definition

precious stones, and
their imitations

wood and
its coloring

3.02% significant
references to wood
and/or the coloring
of wood

tool 2.55% references the use of
a specific tool, or
describes the
making of tools

tricks and
sleight of
hand

2.26% sleight of hand tricks
and practical jokes

decorative 1.70% making of a material
or object that is used
to decorate

animal
husbandry

1.70% raising, care, and
feeding of animals of
any sort

glass
process

1.23% making or use of
glass

corrosives 1.04% making or use of
corrosive substances

dyeing 1.04% preparation of dye,
or the dyeing of
other substances

preserving 1.04% preservation of
flowers, candles,
foods, and animals
for future use or
ornamentation

wax process 1.04% process involving
wax as a main
ingredient, and/or
the manipulation of
the properties of wax

practical
optics

0.94% objects or processes
that cause optical
effects, such as
perspective
construction,



Category
name

Percent
of entries

Definition

reflection, and
magnification

lists 0.75% text that is arrayed
as a list

merchants 0.38% merchants or
merchant practices

printing 0.38% references printing
processes or printing
tools

La boutique 0.19% refers to entries
titled "La boutique"
(the workshop); see
fols. 162r and 166r

alchemy 0.09% processes that
pursue the making
of gold

manuscript
structure

0.09% structural note (fol.
170v only)

Visualizing the Manuscript's Contents

Overview of the Manuscript's Contents

https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/folios/162r
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/folios/166r
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/folios/170v


The Glossary, compiled during the process of
transcribing and translating Ms. Fr. 640, is a
record of distinctive terms used in the
manuscript.

It includes:

meaning(s) of words according to context
bibliographic references for those
definitions
alternate historical spellings and modern
spelling
language or dialect of origin

View the Glossary >>

Glossary

Bibliography

https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/folios/1r/f/1r/glossary


The Bibliography compiles references, texts,
and authors cited in Ms. Fr. 640, in the
Edition's editorial comments, and in the
Glossary.

This Bibliography includes detailed references
for primary sources cited in the manuscript,
including—whenever possible—permanent
links to electronic facsimiles. Because Ms. Fr.
640 rarely specifies a particular printed edition,
the references provided here are those that are
more widely available and/or were produced by
prominent sixteenth-century publishers
(Robert and Henri Estienne, the Aldine press,
Christophe Plantin, Hieronymus Froben,
Johannes Herwagen, etc.). Other possible
editions can be found in the Universal Short
Title Catalogue and similar resources.

The bibliographic databases are available as
BibTeX and HTML, downloadable from the
Project’s GitHub repository.

View the Bibliography >>

To transform the handwritten pages of Ms. Fr.
640 into digital text, the Making and Knowing
Project transcribed, translated, and encoded
Ms. Fr. 640 in a series of collaborative
workshops for graduate students since 2014.
The protocols guiding this process evolved into
these Principles.

View the Principles >>

A list of dictionaries and technical
encyclopedias was also developed during the

Principles of Transcription,
Translation, and Encoding

https://www.ustc.ac.uk/
https://www.ustc.ac.uk/
https://www.ctan.org/pkg/bibtex
https://github.com/cu-mkp/m-k-manuscript-data/tree/master/bibliographies
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/content/resources/bibliography
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/content/resources/principles


transcription and translation effort.

View the Dictionaries and Encyclopedias >>

A compilation of all letterforms found in Ms. Fr.
640 developed during the transcription
campaigns.

View the Letterforms >>

An index of all illustrations by Ms. Fr. 640's
author-practitioner found throughout the
manuscript.

View the Figures Index >>

One of the key methods for studying the
processes and materials described in Ms. Fr.
640 was the historical reconstruction of its
entries. This resource provides a guide to
research essays that discuss insights gained
through laboratory reconstructions by the
Project.

View Reconstruction Insights >>

Letterforms in the Manuscript

Figures in the Manuscript

Reconstruction Insights

Research and Teaching
Companion

https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/content/resources/principles#linguistic-resources-dictionaries-and-technical-encyclopedias
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/content/resources/letterforms
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/content/resources/figure-index
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/content/resources/reconstruction-insights


The Making and Knowing Project Research and
Teaching Companion makes available
numerous resources developed by the Project
during the creation of Secrets of Craft and
Nature, and is intended for other researchers,
students, instructors, makers, and anyone
interested in hands-on engagement with
materials, process, and digital publication.

Resources include lesson plans and syllabi,
reflections on hands-on practice, use-
cases of Making and Knowing teaching
resources, student projects from Making
and Knowing courses, and much else.
Visit the Companion

EditionCrafter is an easy-to-use tool for
scholars, educators, and research institutions
to publish digital editions in a low-cost and
sustainable manner. It is informed by and built
on the same principles of minimal computing
and the same feature set (with some
enhancements) utilized in Secrets of Craft and
Nature.

The Making and Knowing Project's Sandbox
makes available projects that utilize and
explore the data underlying Secrets of Craft and
Nature. The Sandbox presents experimental,
provisional, and in-progress work that engages
with and analyzes the data, topics, and content
of Secrets of Craft and Nature, as well as the
larger themes explored by the Making and
Knowing Project.

The Sandbox contains toolkits and
resources for analyzing the manuscript as
raw data; data that is already available

EditionCrafter

Sandbox

https://teaching640.makingandknowing.org/
https://editioncrafter.org/
https://github.com/cu-mkp/m-k-manuscript-data
https://github.com/cu-mkp/m-k-manuscript-data


through the Project's Github. Explore the
many digital projects using manuscript
data now available in the Project's
Sandbox Space.

Field notes document students' skill-building
exercises and reconstruction work for their
Research Essays. Many of the essays in Secrets
of Craft and Nature contain links to their
Making and Knowing Field Notes.

Additional photographs taken by the students
as they carried out their research are available
in the Project’s repository on Flickr.

For more on field notes as a pedagogical
component of the Edition, see Pamela H.
Smith, Making the Edition of Ms. Fr. 640 and
the Research and Teaching Companion's
Introduction to Field Notes.

    Making and Knowing Project. Licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0

Columbia Logo Center Logo

Privacy Notice | Disability Services | Non-Discrimination

DOI:https://doi.org/10.7916/78yt-2v41

Field Notes

https://github.com/cu-mkp/m-k-manuscript-data
https://cu-mkp.github.io/sandbox/
https://cu-mkp.github.io/sandbox/
https://fieldnotes.makingandknowing.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/128418753@N06/albums
https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/essays/ann_329_ie_19
https://teaching640.makingandknowing.org/resources/activity-sheets/introduction-fieldnotes/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://cuit.columbia.edu/privacy-notice
http://health.columbia.edu/disability-services
http://eoaa.columbia.edu/columbia-university-non-discrimination-statement-and-policy
https://doi.org/10.7916/78yt-2v41

