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Agenda
● Open access publishing and fee structures

● Publish open access without fees

○ Utilize Columbia’s OA publishing agreements

○ Find respected OA journals in your field

● Understand journal policies for closed-access articles

● Additional resources from Columbia Libraries and peers



Make your research articles publicly accessible

● In a fully open access journal 
○ May require fee

➯ Publish your article in a subscription-access journal

● In a paywalled journal with an open access option
○ Requires fee

➯ Publish your article open access 

● Deposit Author Accepted Manuscript in PMC
○ Usually no fee, but embargo may be required
○ Some publishers are introducing fees for immediate release of AAM in PMC
○ Authors and institutions can push back!



Review the OA publishing agreements sponsored by the Libraries:

● American Chemical Society (ACS)
● Cambridge University Press
● Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press
● Company of Biologists
● De Gruyter Brill
● IGI Global Scientific Publishing
● Institute of Physics (IOP) Publishing
● John Benjamins Journals
● MDPI
● PLOS Biology
● Royal Society
● Royal Society of Chemistry
● World Scientific Publishing
● S2O journals

https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship/libraries-publishing/open-a
ccess-publishing.html 

Publishing OA without fees

https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship/libraries-publishing/open-access-publishing.html
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship/libraries-publishing/open-access-publishing.html


Columbia Libraries OA publishing support (journals)

https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship/libraries-publishing/open-access-publishing.html
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship/libraries-publishing/open-access-publishing.html


Columbia Libraries OA publishing support (journals)

Journal Search Tool

Helps you find journals that are 
covered by the Libraries’ OA 
publishing agreements.

Find the link on the Open Access 
Publishing Agreements page, or go to:
https://search.scifree.se/columbia

https://search.scifree.se/columbia


Columbia Libraries OA publishing support (journals)

Read & Publish (R&P)
● Bundles the cost to “Read” articles with the cost to “Publish” OA articles

● The Libraries cover publishing costs so CU authors can publish OA for free 

● Find all of Columbia’s agreements, including Read & Publish here:

https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship/libraries-publishing/open-access-publishing.html

https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship/libraries-publishing/open-access-publishing.html


Columbia Libraries OA publishing support (journals)

Subscribe to Open (S2O)
● Libraries continue subscribing to journal(s) as before

● If subscription revenue targets are met, the entire year’s content is made open access

● Libraries avoid paying additional “Publish” costs

● Enables ALL authors, everywhere, to publish OA for free without APCs

https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship/libraries-publishing/open-access-publishing.html

https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship/libraries-publishing/open-access-publishing.html


How are these agreements managed?

● Open access publishing agreements are usually cost-neutral for the Libraries 
and have predictable costs for some time into the future.

● Usage of the agreements by Columbia authors is reviewed over time in order 
for the Libraries to make decisions about renewals.

● As of now, the agreements are fully funded by the Libraries; there are not any 
cost-sharing agreements with other campus units (but if you’d like to propose 
one, reach out to us!).



Libraries do not cover individual APCs for authors

● Columbia Libraries does not have a fund to cover individual APCs, 
despite what publishers may suggest.

● The Libraries offered an open-access fund in the past but the model was 
not sustainable.



Publisher waivers

● Some publishers may provide waivers to authors from geographic regions 
with fewer resources.

● Some publishers may provide waivers to students and early-career 
researchers.



Find other OA journals

https://doaj.org/ 

Directory of Open Access 
Journals

DOAJ is a unique and extensive 
index of diverse open access 
journals from around the world, 
driven by a growing community, 
and is committed to ensuring 
quality content is freely available 
online for everyone.

https://doaj.org/


Find other OA journals

https://guides.libraries.psu.edu/open-acces
s/green#s-lg-box-wrapper-40617769 

Publishers and Journals Allowing Green OA 
Without an Embargo

From Penn State University Libraries

https://guides.libraries.psu.edu/open-access/green#s-lg-box-wrapper-40617769
https://guides.libraries.psu.edu/open-access/green#s-lg-box-wrapper-40617769


Understand journal policies for closed-access articles

Open Policy Finder

● Based in UK
● “Get clear guidance on whether a 

journal complies with a funder's 
open access policies.“

https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/

https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/


Understand journal policies for closed-access articles

● Select the “Accepted” button in 
the record for the journal.

● Is there a “no embargo” option?

https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/publication/14667?from=single_hit
https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/publication/14667?from=single_hit


Understand journal policies for closed-access articles

● Select the “Accepted” button in 
the record for the journal.

● Is there a “no embargo” option?
● View the details.

https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/publication/14667?from=single_hit
https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/publication/14667?from=single_hit


Understand journal policies for closed-access articles

● The Open Policy Finder may be 
out of date, so follow the policy 
links in the record to see if the 
journal has posted new 
information.

https://www.nejm.org/about-nejm/editorial-policies
https://www.nejm.org/about-nejm/editorial-policies


Additional resources

● Columbia Libraries: Making Manuscripts Publicly Available

● Duke Libraries: 2025 NIH PAP Updates 

● Authors Alliance: An Updated NIH and Publisher Guidance: What 
Authors Need to Know about NIH’s Public Access Policy

● SPARC: Guide for Authors Complying with U.S. Federal Agency Public 
Access and Publisher Policies

Browse more resources: 
https://guides.library.columbia.edu/public_access 

https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship/making-manuscripts-publicly-available.html
https://mclibrary.duke.edu/news/2025-nih-pap-updates-guidance-first-3-months
https://www.authorsalliance.org/2025/07/18/an-update-nih-and-publisher-guidance-what-authors-need-to-know-about-nihs-public-access-policy/
https://www.authorsalliance.org/2025/07/18/an-update-nih-and-publisher-guidance-what-authors-need-to-know-about-nihs-public-access-policy/
https://sparcopen.org/our-work/guide-for-authors-complying-with-policies/
https://sparcopen.org/our-work/guide-for-authors-complying-with-policies/
https://guides.library.columbia.edu/public_access


● Open Access agreements -

oa-agreements@library.columbia.edu 

● Copyright - 
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/copyright.html

● Open Scholarship Services - 
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship.html

● Subject Specialist Librarians - 
https://library.columbia.edu/about/staff/subject-specialists.html

Following up with Libraries staff

mailto:oa-agreements@library.columbia.edu
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/copyright.html
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/open-scholarship.html
https://library.columbia.edu/about/staff/subject-specialists.html


OA Publishing Agreements News

OA Publishing agreements announcements can be found on the Columbia 
University Libraries’ Open Scholarship blog, The Tinker. We plan to update the blog 
more regularly and also to introduce an RSS feed. Stay tuned!

 

https://blogs.library.columbia.edu/the-tinker/

