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LYNN GARAFOLA 
RECEIVES GUGGENHEIM AND CULLMAN CENTER FELLOWSHIPS

LYNN GARAFOLA (Dance) was 
awarded fellowships from the 
Guggenheim Foundation and the 
Cullman Center for Scholars and 
Writers at the New York Public Library 
for academic year 2013-14.   Both of 
these awards are to support her research 
on the choreographer Bronislava 
Nijinska. 

Professor Garafola is a former 
Getty Scholar and the recipient of 
fellowships from the Social Science 
Research Council and National 
Endowment for the Humanties. She 

is an elected member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Two of Garafola’s ten books are 
Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes and Legacies 
of Twentieth-Century Dance. She has 
written extensively about dance in 
Europe and the U.S., and has curated 
major exhibitions about the New 
York City Ballet and Jerome Robbins.  
Garafola directs the Columbia 
University Seminar on Dance, which is 
about to enter its third year. 

A profile of Garafola will be 
featured in the Fall 2013 issue of 
Harriman Magazine.

AFTER A YEAR OUT of the 
Director’s Chair, it is good to be back.  
I want to thank Kim Marten for doing 
an outstanding job as interim Director.  
She not only kept the boat afloat, 
but also helped to steer the Institute 
forward with passion and conviction. 
She did a great job overseeing the Core 
Project on Corruption and Patronage 
and holding high-profile events, but 
she was equally committed to the slow 
and grinding work of making sure that 

Harriman runs as well as it does.  We 
were (and still are) lucky to have her 
continued energy and leadership.

And last year was a terrific one 
at the Institute. Among other things, 
we launched the new Harriman 
Magazine, finally finished the redesign 
of the website, held the first meeting of 
the newly formed National Advisory 
Council, and ran a great NEH 
Summer Institute thanks in large part 
to Ed Kasinec and Rob Davis. 

This makes for a tough act to 
follow this year, but I hope that we 
can measure up.  To start the year, we 
have a terrific event. On September 
12, Harriman and the Earth Institute 
will host “Presidential Rhetoric and 
Leadership from Kennedy to the 
Present,” which will mark the 50- 

year anniversary of John F. Kennedy’s 
“American University Speech” that 
helped to spark cooperation between 
the USSR and the United States and 
the signing of the Test Ban Treaty—a 
treaty in which Averell Harriman 
played a significant role.  Jeffrey Sachs 

has written a new book dedicated to 
the speech and we have gathered a 
great lineup to discuss presidential 
leadership in relations between 
Washington and Moscow over the last 
50 years.  Other confirmed panelists 
include Joe Nye, Mark Gerson, 
Elizabeth Saunders, Steve Sestanovich, 
Marc Trachtenburg, and Bob Jervis.  It 
is really a stellar group.

We are also renewing the long 
tradition of Harriman Lectures in 
the coming academic year.  It is only 
appropriate that the former head 
of the New Economics School in 
Moscow, Sergei Guriev, give the 
lecture. In addition to playing a key 
role in turning NES into a premier 
economics department whose 
graduates now hold faculty positions 
in some of the best universities in 
the world, Sergei has been one of the 
most prominent public intellectuals 
in Russia focusing on political and 
economic issues.  As many of you know, 

Continued on page 15
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Holly Decker was awarded the 2013 Director’s Prize for Dedication and Service to the Harriman Institute at the Insti-
tute’s graduation brunch.  Holly is a 2013 graduate of the Harriman M.A. Program in Regional Studies: Russia, Eurasia, 
and Eastern Europe.  Her masters thesis is titled “Russia and Central Asia-China Pipeline: Short-term Commercial 
Decision or Long-term Energy Strategy.” (From left to right: Alexander Cooley, Holly Decker, Jenik Radon, Jonathan Chanis, 
Natasha Udensiva.)

Holly Decker Receives Director’s Prize

MA in Regional Studies: 
Russia, Eurasia, and Eastern Europe

Sasha de Vogel
Rebecca Dalton
Holly Decker

Sarah Diaz
Dana Geraghty

Sooji Kim
Maxim Kovalsky

Kristina Prysyazhnyuk
Laura Trimajova

Alexa Voytek
Yelizaveta Zolotukhina

Harriman Certificate

Rebecca Dalton
Sarah Diaz

Maria Doubrovskaia
Hilary Hemmings

Nemanja Mladenovic
Heather Roberson

Alina Smyslova

Undergraduate Community

Christopher Brennan
Christian Hubbard

Emily Kanner
Madeleine Wolberg

Congratulations, Graduates!
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Corruption and Patronage
Harriman Core Project 2012-13

The Harriman Institute hosted “America’s Russian-
Speaking Immigrants & Refugees,” a National Endowment 
for the Humanities Summer Institute for College & 
University Teachers.  Co-Directed by Edward Kasinec, 
NYPL Emeritus Curator and Harriman Institute Associate,  
and Robert Davis of the Columbia University Libraries, and 
with HI Director Timothy Frye as Principal Investigator, 
the Summer Institute ran from June 9 to June 29, 2013.

Selected from a pool of more than 80 candidates, the 
25 Summer Scholars from 15 states and a wide variety 
of institutions assembled on the Columbia campus to 
engage in a lively dialogue with an extraordinary array of 
upwards of 50 master teachers, scholars, and social services 
and community representatives of the last three waves of 
emigration (and with the children of the first).  

The Summer Scholars considered the substance of 
the terms “diaspora,” “transnational,” “accommodation,” 
and “memory” through the specific prism of the four 
distinct waves—First (1917-40), Second (1947-55), Third 
(1967-89), and Fourth (1989 to the present)—of Russian-
speaking immigrants to America.   The participants in 
the Institute posed the issues of creating  a sophisticated 
narrative synthesis of the “Russophone Experience” 
in America, integrating this experience into broader 
courses on American politics and immigration, sociology, 

anthropology, and ethnic studies   and the applicability of 
this synthesis to the experience of other immigrant groups.

A description of the Institute, biographies of Summer 
Scholars and presenters, and a complete daily schedule 
is found at NEHsummerinst.Columbia.edu. This site 
will eventually include video of selected daily roundtable 
presentations.      

In June 2014 the Summer Institute takes on a 
complementary task: an examination of immigrants and 
refugees to America from multiethnic, multi-confessional 
East Central Europe.  As this region is large and diverse, 
the Principal Investigator, Center on East Central Europe 
Director Alan Timberlake, has chosen to examine only 
a selection of ethnic categories from this world region.  
Therefore, the proposed institute dedicates specific days to 
twentieth-century Baltic (Estonian & Latvian), Western 
Slavic (Czech/Polish/Slovak), South Slavic (Croatian & 
Serbian), Hungarian, and East Central European Jewish 
immigration to the United States following World War 
I, during the interwar period, after World War II, and in 
the post-Communist period, as well as the community 
organization, political influence, and everyday life of people 
of East Central European backgrounds in the U.S. across 
this time period.  Applications for the 2014 Institute will be 
available in late Fall 2013. 

LAST SPRING, the Harriman Institute hosted three exciting 
events in the “Corruption and Patronage” core project series. 
On February 7, 2013, Gulnaz Sharafutdinova  (Miami 
University), and Scott Radnitz (University of Washington)
Ellen Lust  (Yale University), gathered for a panel chaired 
by Kimberly Marten (Acting Director, Harriman Institute 
and Professor of Political Science, Barnard College), titled 
“Political Patronage in Uncertain Times: Russia, Central 
Asia, and the Middle East Compared.” Video coverage 
of the event is available on our website: http://harriman.
columbia.edu/event/political-patronage-uncertain-times-
russia-central-asia-and-middle-east-compared.

On February 22, in collaboration with the Saltzman 
Institute of War and Peace Studies, we welcomed a group of 
scholars for a workshop titled “Local Power Brokers.” The 
participants, who worked on these issues in the Eurasian 
region and comparatively, sought to understand how non-
state armed groups or networks and local powerbrokers 
function within and interact with formal institutions of 

governance provided by the state or even how these groups 
develop their own. The comparative perspective offered by 
presenters helped provide insight into the nature of armed 
networks and local powerbrokers generally, and to elucidate 
similarities and differences between the Eurasia region and 
others.

And finally, on April 11, 2013, the Harriman Institute 
welcomed Fiona Hill, director of the Center on the United 
States and Europe, and senior fellow in the Foreign Policy 
Studies Program at the Brookings Institution, who delivered 
a talk on the recently published Mr. Putin: Operative in the 
Kremlin (Brookings Press, 2013), which she co-authored 
with Clifford G. Gaddy. She has researched and published 
extensively on issues related to Russia, the Caucasus, Central 
Asia, regional conflicts, energy, and strategic issuess and is 
a  frequent commentator on Russian and Eurasian affairs. 
Columbia’s Stephen Sestanovich served as discussant. 

America’s Russian-Speaking 
immigrants & Refugees
NEH Summer Institute 2013

http://nehsummerinst.columbia.edu/
http://www.units.muohio.edu/politicalscience/user/34
http://faculty.washington.edu/srad/
http://politicalscience.yale.edu/ellen-lust
https://polisci.barnard.edu/profiles/kimberly-marten
https://polisci.barnard.edu/profiles/kimberly-marten
http://harriman.columbia.edu/event/political-patronage-uncertain-times-russia-central-asia-and-middle-east-compared
http://harriman.columbia.edu/event/political-patronage-uncertain-times-russia-central-asia-and-middle-east-compared
http://harriman.columbia.edu/event/political-patronage-uncertain-times-russia-central-asia-and-middle-east-compared
http://www.brookings.edu/about/centers/cuse
http://www.brookings.edu/about/centers/cuse
http://www.brookings.edu/research/books/2013/mrputin
http://www.brookings.edu/research/books/2013/mrputin
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The 2013-14 Harriman Institute Core Project, 
“Empire and Information,” is being directed by 
Professor Austin Long and two postdoctoral 

fellows, Dr. Olga Bertelsen of Nottingham University 
and Dr. Ksenia Tatarchenko of Princeton University (see 
following page for biographies of the postdoc fellows).  The 
project will bring together an interdisciplinary set of scholars 
to discuss the processes, institutions, and mechanisms 
through which empires collect information and develop 
understanding of their subject territories and populations.  
The major emphasis will be on the Russian Empire, the 
Soviet Union, and the Russian Federation. As compared to 
other empires, such as the British and the French, there is 
relatively little work (particularly in English) on this issue.  
However, it will also draw on comparative perspectives from 
other empires including the Ottoman, British, French, and 
American experiences.  The project seeks to answer three key 
questions: How do empires collect information and develop 

understanding of their subject territories and empires?  
Why do they employ particular processes, institutions, and 
mechanisms to collect information?  Are some processes, 
institutions, and mechanisms more effective than others? 
These questions have relevance in both the academic and 
policy worlds.  In the academic world, the progress of state-
building and the process of making populations “legible” to 
the state is of interest to sociologists, political scientists, and 
historians alike.  In the policy world, both the United States 
and the Russian Federation maintain de facto “empires,” 
exerting control over territories that are culturally, ethnically, 
and in some cases legally distinct from the metropole. A 
complete understanding of how empires have been more or 
less successful in collecting information is vital to informing 
current policy in these “empires.”  Activities will include 
workshops and speaker panels drawing on participants from 
both academia and policy.

Empire and Information (Core Project)

Donors (Summer 2013)
We thank our generous contributors for their continued support 
of the Harriman Institute’s mission:

Nancy Cattell
Frederick Skinner
Gligor Tashkovich
Peter Zalmayev

Please join with us in giving back to the Harriman Institute. 
Visit www.giving.columbia.edu, call 212-854-6239, or scan the 
QR code to the right.

http://www.siwps.com/people/austinlong.html
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OLGA BERTELSEN received her Ph.D. in History from the University of Notting-
ham (UK) in April 2013, her B.A. from Bloomsburg University (US) and her Doctor 
of Medicine degree from Kharkiv Medical University (Ukraine). With special interests 
in Ukrainian history and culture, her research focuses on the spatial dimensions of state 
violence in the Soviet Union and in Ukraine, and explores the interactions between the 
state and the intelligentsia. Her doctoral thesis more specifically examines the Soviet 
secret police’s tactics employed in interrogation rooms, and analyzes how the elimination 
of most prominent intellectuals in Ukraine was organized, rationalized and politicized. 
During her postdoctoral fellowship at the Harriman Institute, Bertelsen will complete 
the first draft of a book, the preliminary title for which is “The Soviet Secret Police: 
Interactions between the Center and the Periphery (Ukraine, the 1920s-30s).” Based on 
extensive archival research in Ukrainian state and former KGB archives, the book will in-
vestigate the Soviet secret police’s traditions and operational methods, and should reveal 
the complex entanglement of politics and social networks that were created in the process 
of cooperation between central and peripheral institutions. Ultimately, the project will il-
luminate the product of collaboration and coercion in understanding and controlling the 
vast Ukrainian territory, and the implications of that history for contemporary Ukraine.

NICOLE EATON received her Ph.D. in History in 2013 from the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. Her research interests include social history and microhistory, Nazism, 
Stalinism, and the German-Soviet encounter in the Second World War. Her dissertation 
focuses on two decades of politics, ideology, and everyday life in Königsberg-Kaliningrad, 
a Nazi German city that became part of Stalin’s Soviet Russia—unique as the only place 
ruled by both not as occupiers but as their own patrimony.  It explores the way both 
regimes attempted to transform the city’s urban space and its inhabitants, arguing that 
the intersection of national prescriptions and local conditions gave rise to multiple dis-
courses and conflicting practices that were resolved on the local level in unexpected ways. 
During her postdoctoral fellowship at the Harriman Institute, she will work on revising 
her dissertation into a monograph by rooting the dissertation into the broader context 
of German and Soviet occupations, postwar urban rebuilding, nationalities policies, and 
forced migrations.

ANASTASIIA GRYNKO received her Ph.D. in Mass Communications at the Autono-
mous University of Barcelona (Spain) and the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Acad-
emy (Ukraine). In her dissertation “Media Transparency through Journalists’ Interpreta-
tions: Research in Ukraine” she explores media practice, journalism ethics and culture 
in contemporary Ukraine, looking at the meanings of media freedom and transparency 
constructed and shared by practicing journalists. Based on empirical data collected from 
Ukrainian journalists, she analyzed specific practices of pressures (happening on different 
levels) that media practitioners face in their work and how Ukrainian journalists adapt 
and counteract these pressures. Her research interests include contemporary media in 
Ukraine, journalism culture and ethics, media transparency, civil society and democracy, 
media transformations in post-Soviet countries, public relations, and strategic commu-
nications, qualitative and art-based methodology. Dr. Grynko has presented her research 
at professional and academic conferences around the world.  Her research has appeared 
in Central European Journal of Communication, Public Relations Journal, and Quaderns 
del CAC. Dr. Grynko has taught courses on Media Ethics and Methodology of Media 
Research at the Mohyla School of Journalism and continues to provide media and stra-
tegic communication counseling to non-governmental institutions in Ukraine, working 
as Health and Media Initiative Consultant  (Open Society Foundations), media trainer 
and expert for European Commission Delegation’s projects and Internews Network. As 
a part of her fellowship Anastasiia Grynko will teach the course Contemporary Media in 
Ukraine and revise her Ph.D. dissertation into a monograph by placing the study into a 
larger comparative context. 

Postdoctoral Fellows 2013 -2014
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KATHARINE HOLT completed her Ph.D. in Slavic Languages and Literatures at Co-
lumbia University in 2013 and will receive her degree in October. Previously she earned a 
Harriman Institute certificate (2010), a master’s degree in Balkan studies from Sofia Uni-
versity (2003), and an A.B. in history and literature from Harvard College (2002). Her 
dissertation, “The Rise of Insider Iconography: Visions of Soviet Turkmenia in Russian-
Language Literature and Film, 1921-1935,” explores how Turkmenistan was culturally 
mapped in the early Soviet period and how the transition to high Stalinism affected the 
creation of texts about the republic. Specifically, she traces the korenizatsiia, or nativiza-
tion, of Turkmenia’s textual representation at the level of landscape production, arguing 
that the period saw: 1) the codification of the region’s space, previously largely absent in 
Russian-language cultural products, into standardized, iconographic landscapes; 2) the 
increasing integration—and often simulation—of “native” and non-Russian perspectives 
on the region; and 3) the reliance on specific cultural producers willing and able to medi-
ate culturally between the Soviet center and periphery. At the Harriman Institute, she will 
work primarily on adapting her dissertation into a book manuscript, which will broaden 
her analysis into Central Asia as a whole and will incorporate more work by Central Asian 
writers like Dzhambul Dzhabaev (1846-1945) and Abolqāsem Lahūtī (1887-1957), who 
were translated widely into Russian in the 1920s and 1930s. 

KSENIA TATARCHENKO received her Ph.D. from the History of Science Program, 
History Department, Princeton University (2013), and an M.A. in History from Uni-
versité Paris-Sorbonne (2006). Her dissertation “A House with the Window to the West: 
The Akademgorodok Computer Center, 1958-1993” was awarded the Charles Babbage 
Institute 2012-2013 Erwin & Adelle Tomash Fellowship. In the dissertation, Tatarchenko 
uses the Akademgorodok Computer Center as a prism and a node to address major issues 
of modern science and technology, namely: big techno-science and Soviet society after 
Stalin, the formation of a new international community of computer experts during the 
Cold War, and the Soviet version of the “information society” as part of the socialist proj-
ect of an alternative modernity. At the Harriman Institute she will develop her interests 
in transnational computing and late Socialism into a book project exploring a possibility 
for an alternative history of the “Information Age,” one integrating Soviet experiences and 
expertise in Computer Science and Cybernetics.  

Visiting Scholars 2013-14
Alzhanova, Aigerim, Assistant Manager, Department of 

Journalism, Al-Fabari Kazakh National University, 
Kazakhstan. “The Evolution of the Kazakh Subject in 
Pages of Western Media.” Aljanova.aigerim@gmail.
com.			 

Antonov, Sergei, Independent Scholar, Columbia Uni-
versity. “Power and Violence in Russian History.”  
Saa2111@columbia.edu. 

Barro Garcia, Argemino, Freelance Journalist, Paris, 
France. “The European Union and USA Promotion 
of Democracy and Human Rights in Post-Soviet 
Belarus.” Argemino.barro@gmail.com.

Geisler, Johanna Conterio, PhD Candidate, Department 

of History, Harvard University. “Soviet Sanatorium: 
Medicine, Nature & Mass Culture in Sochi 1917-
1953.” Conterio@fas.harvard.edu.

Hoogenboom, Hilde, Assistant Professor, School of Inter-
national Letters and Cultures, Arizona State Univer-
sity, Tempe. “The Rise of Russian Novels: Sentimen-
talism and the Literary Marketplace in the Nineteenth 
Century.” hilde.hoogenboom@asu.edu. 

Johnson, Janet, Associate Professor, Brooklyn College, 
City University of New York, Brooklyn, New York. “A 
Feminist Theory of Corruption.”  Johnson@brooklyn.
cuny.edu.

Continued on following page
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The 18th Annual World Convention of  the Association for the Study of  Nationalities 
(ASN) was held at the Harriman Institute, April 18-20, 2013. The convention included 
over 140 panels on a wide range of  topics related to nationalism, ethnicity, ethnic conflict 
and national identity in Central Europe, the Balkans, the former Soviet Union, and Central 
Eurasia.  Presentations included book roundtables and documentary screenings, with special 
sections on “History, Politics, and Memory,” “Ethnicity and Violence,” and “Migration and 
Globalization.”  Next year’s convention will be held April 24-26; registration information 
online at www.nationalities.org in early 2013.

Visiting Scholars, continued from page 6

Kassymbekova, Botakoz, Postdoctoral Fellow, Technischer 
University, Berlin. “Russian Imperial Grand Hotels in 
Moscow and St. Petersburg.”  botakoz.kassymbeko-
va@metropolitanstudies.de.

 Konno, Yugo, Senior Economist, Mizuho Research 
Institute Ltd., Tokyo, Japan. “The Customs Union 
Between Russia, Kazakstan.” gajugaji@yahoo.co.jp.

Konno, Yoko, Associate Professor, Keio University, Kana-
gawa, Japan. “Peace-Building and Democratization.” 
hiyoko@sfc.keio.ac.jp.

Kunovska, Oleksandra, PhD Candidate, University of 
Fribourg, Switzerland. “Leopolis Triplex” Before 
Globalization: Consumption and its Representations 
in the Everyday Life of Ukrainians, Jews, and Poles in 
the Interbellum.” Oleksandra.kunovskamondoux@
unifr.ch.

Medvedeva, Daria, M.A. Candidate, Uppsala University, 
Sweden.  “US-Russian Nuclear Policy in Changing 
Modalities.”  medvedevadarya@gmail.com.

Mujanovic, Jasmin, PhD Candidate, York University, 
Toronto. “Development of the State in the Balkans.” 

jmujanov@yorku.ca.
Romsics, Gergely, Senior Adviser, Hungarian Cultural 

Center, Balassi Institute, New York, New York. 
“Interwar International Political Thought in Central 
Europe.” gr2434@columbia.edu

Sebastian Aparicio, Sofia, Independent Scholar, Brooklyn, 
New York. “Post-War State Building and Constitu-
tional Reform: Beyond Dayton in Bosnia.” sofiasebas-
tian@gmail.com. 

Vinokurova, Natalia, Assistant Professor, Research Uni-
versity Higher School Economics, Moscow, Russia. 
“Crani’s Family through Focus of Epistolary Heri-
tage.” nvinkurova@hse.ru.

Yesdauletov, Aitmukhanbet,  Associate Professor, Depart-
ment of Political Science and Journalism, L.N. Gu-
milyov Eurasian National University, Astana, Kazakh-
stan. “Study of the Newspaper Audience.” aitken57@
mail.ru.   

Yesdauletova, Ardak, Chair of International Relations,  De-
partment of International Relations, L.N. Gumilyov 
Eurasian National University, Astana, Kazakhstan. 
“Solving Water and Energy Issues in Central Asia.” 
ardak63@mail.ru.  

“A REASSESSMENT OF SINO-RUSSIAN RELATIONS: HOW NATIONAL IDENTITIES TRUMP NATIONAL INTERESTS”
Gilbert Rozman (Musgrave Professor of Sociology, Princteon University) delivered the 7th Annual Borton-Mosely Distinguished Lecture on April 9, 
2013. The Borton-Mosely Lectures are co-sponsored by the Harriman and Weatherhead Institutes. Follow the link for video: http://harriman.colum-
bia.edu/event/reassessment-sino-russian-relations-how-national-identities-trump-national-interests-0

http://www.nationalities.org
http://harriman.columbia.edu/event/reassessment-sino-russian-relations-how-national-identities-trump-national-interests-0
http://harriman.columbia.edu/event/reassessment-sino-russian-relations-how-national-identities-trump-national-interests-0
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On April 8, 2013, the Harriman 
Institute, along with the Kennan 
Institute and the Havighurst Center 
for Russian and Post-Soviet Studies 
at Miami University, hosted a panel 
discussion with five ground-breaking 
Russian journalists on the future of 
investigative journalism in Russia 
and the challenges of working in 
a country with rapidly expanding 
government censorship. The panel 

featured Svetlana Reiter, a freelance 
journalist and the Harriman Institute’s 
2013 Paul Klebnikov Russian Civil 
Society Fellow; Nataliya Rostova, 
senior correspondent at Slon.ru; 
Elizaveta Osetinskaya  editor-in-
chief, Forbes magazine, Russian 
Edition; Ivan Ninenko,  deputy 
director, Transparency International, 
Russia, and co-anchor of the TV 
program “Corruption on the Rain”; 

and Elena Milashina,  investigative 
journalist, Novaya Gazeta. Kimberly 
Marten, Ann Whitney Olin Professor 
of Political Science at Barnard, 
moderated.  Audio coverage of the 
event is available through our website: 
http://harriman.columbia.edu/event/
future-investigative-journalism-russia

Future of Investigative Journalism

November 11, 2013
7:30 PM
Harriman Atrium

YURI VYNNYCHUK, one of independent Ukraine’s most 
popular writers, was born in the city of Ivano-Frankivsk’ in 
1952.  Unable to have his own works published until the 
early 1990s due to Soviet cultural policy, Vynnychuk would 
publish them as “translations” from ancient languages (Irish, 
Welsh) or even made up languages such as Arcanumian. 
Furthermore, Vynnychuk invented the existence of a whole 

Arcanumian civilization in the 1990s and convinced others 
of its existence.

Unable to obtain employment as a philologist, he 
worked as a freight handler and a painter.  In 1987 he 
cofounded the cabaret theater Ne Zhurys! (Don’t Worry!), 
writing songs and scenes for its performances.  Since 1990 
he has worked as a journalist and has been sued over 30 times 
during this period for his scandalous articles.  His latest 
brush with the law was in 2012 due to the publication of 
his poem “Kill the Bugger” about the President of Ukraine, 
Viktor Yanukovych, in which Yanukovych is referred to as a 
crook.  Vynnychuk received the honorary title of Halyts’kyi 
Lytsar (Galician Knight) in 1999 for his weekly column 
written under the pseudonym Yuzio Observator (Yuzio the 
Observer) in the Post-Postup newspaper.

Since 1990 he has been publishing everything that had 
remained unpublished over the years:  poetry, short stories 
and the novels Vesniani ihry v osinnikh sadakh (Springtime 
Games in Autumn Orchards, 2005) and Tango smerti (The 
Tango of Death, 2012). He has also authored many popular 
publications covering the history of the city of L’viv; his 
immensely popular two-volume set Lehendy L’vova (Legends 
of L’viv) is republished every year.

His works have been translated into English, French, 
German, Japanese and into all Slavic languages.

Tango smerti (The Tango of Death) was awarded the 
prestigious BBC Book of the Year prize for 2012.  Excerpts 
of the novel’s English translation will be premiered at his 
November 11th appearance at Columbia.

Yuri Vynnychuk
Contemporary Ukrainian Literature Series

http://harriman.columbia.edu/event/future-investigative-journalism-russia
http://harriman.columbia.edu/event/future-investigative-journalism-russia
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The Harriman Institute hosted three events about the 
feminist punk band Pussy Riot in spring 2013. On March 
5, we welcomed the first, and best-known, Russian rock 
journalist, author of Back in the USSR: The True Story of 
Rock in Russia and Tusovka: Whatever Happened to the Soviet 
Underground Culture, Artem Troitsky, for a discussion 
titled, “Enemies of the State: Pussy Riot and the New 
Russian Protest Rock,” as part of the lecture series “Culture 
and Protest in Russia: Pussy Riot in Context.” On March 
13, we hosted a witness theater performance by  Varvara 
Faer (Teatr.doc, Moscow). The performance was based on 
the eyewitness account of Elena Masyuk, a journalist and 
human rights activist closely involved with Pussy Riot, who 
has had the opportunity to visit the convicted members, 
Maria and Nadezhda. The actress Milena Tskhovreba, whose 
response to Pussy Riot has been far from unequivocal, also 
joined the performance.  On June 17 and 18, we were 
fortunate to co-sponsor with Human Rights Watch Film 
Festival and the Tribecca Film Festival two screenings of the 
documentary Pussy Riot: A Punk Prayer, directed by British 
filmmaker Mike Lerner and Russian filmmaker Maxim 
Pozdorovkin. The pair “chronicled the way one small act 
of protest captured global attention. Putting a personal 
face on rebellion, they followed three women prepared to 
defend their actions no matter what it may cost them.”

Pussy Riot

The Harriman Institute was fortunate last spring 
to have Tatiana Smoliarova, Associate Professor of 
Slavic Languages, teach a new graduate seminar titled, 
“Contemporary Russian Culture and Society.” In her 
course proposal, Smoliarova wrote:

The major, if not the only force, capable of setting 
something off “current trends” in Russian politics 
is Russian culture, its multiple, diverse and uneven 
manifestations: from the street performances of 
public protests to the well-known stages of Moscow 
repertory theaters; from the astounding renovation 
of the famous “Gorky Park” (formerly, one of the 
epitomes of so-called “Stalinist architecture” on the 
map of Moscow), to the large-scale transformation 
of old factories into centers of contemporary art, 
from secondary school education to book fairs; from 
numerous museum exhibitions to lectures and book 
clubs in cafes.

Smoliarova designed the course in a way that provided 
students with a multifaceted view of contemporary 
Russian culture. Not only did it consist of film screenings, 
and a deep reading of Russian cultural texts ranging from 

criticism to contemporary fiction and creative nonfiction, 
popular websites and blogs, but it also exposed students 
to a diverse group of cultural figures, brought to New 
York from Russia as part of a public lecture series. 
Speakers included Andrei Moroz from the Russian State 
University for the Humanities (on the language of the 
protest movement); the journalist Svetlana Reiter (on 
contemporary journalism); the premier Russian theater 
critic Marina Davydova (on contemporary Russian and 
European theater—with a special lecture dedicated to the 
phenomena of teatr.doc in Russia and Europe—a lecture 
that introduced the students to the teatr.doc event on 
Pussy Riot); the poet, essayist, and editor Maria Stepanova 
and philologist, lieterary critic, and media historian Gleb 
Morev (a seminar on the history of post-Soviet media 
and a poetry reading by Maria Stepanova); and a lecture 
by historian and public intellectual Tamara Eidelman 
that was final both to this series and also to the series of 
reflections on the “protest movement of 2011-2012.”

According to Smoliarova, the primary goal was to 
help students “find their way through the intricacies of 
the present-day Russian cultural landscape.”

Contemporary Russian Culture & Society
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Tarik Amar (History), together with Per Anders 
Rudling (Lund University, Sweden) and Andreas Umland 
(Kyiv Mohyla Academy), organized an international, 
interdisciplinary workshop under the title “Russian and 
Ukrainian Nationalism: Entangled Histories,” which 
took place at the Harriman Institute on April 22-23, 
2013 (http://harriman.columbia.edu/event/russian-and-
ukrainian-nationalism-entangled-histories-workshop). 
Amar taught a class at the Center for Urban History of 
East Central Europe in Lviv, as part of the Institute’s 
summer school “Jewish History and the Multiethnic Past 
of East Central Europe” (http://www.lvivcenter.org/en/
summerschools/jew-ish-history-2013/). Amar gave the 
following invited talks:  “Lviv under German Occupation, 
1941-44,” Munk School for Global Affairs, University 
of Toronto (Mar. 2013); “After Schulz,” University of 
Illinois, Chicago (Dec. 2012); “German Occupation, the 
Holocaust, and Interethnic Relations in an East-Central 
European Borderland City: Lviv, 1941-44,” Skirball Dept. 
of Hebrew and Judaic Studies, NYU (Mar. 2103); as well 
as presentations at Ruhr University, Bochum, Germany, 
Research School and the Workshop on “Borderlands of 
Empire: Imperialism, Colonialism, Environment and 
Cultrue (Vilnius).

Mark Andryczyk (Slavic) was invited to present his 
book The Intellectual as Hero in 1990s Ukrainian Fiction 
(University of Toronto Press, 2012) at the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society (NY) and the University of Toronto’s 
Center for European, Russian and Eurasian Studies, as well 
as the Harriman Institute. He organized the conference 
“’Braking’ News: Censorship, Media and Ukraine,” held at 
Columbia on Feb. 21-22, 2013. He was discussant on the 
ASN panel “Issues in Ukrainian Translation Studies.” 

The Balkan Prospect: Identity, Culture, and Politics in 
Greece After 1989 by Vangelis Calotychos (Greek) was 
published in Palgrave MacMillan’s Studies in European 
Culture and History series in January 2013. A presentation 
of the book’s argument appeared in Serbian in the journal 
Iñterkùltùràlnòst (Interculturality), the publication of 
the Institute of Culture for Vojvodina, Novi Sad, in March 
2013. He served as a discussant on panels devoted to 
contemporary Balkan film at the Association for the Study 
of Nationalities Convention. He is happy to have served 
a three-year term on the Editorial Board of The Journal of 
Modern Greek Studies. He is Chair of the Modern Greek 
Seminar in Columbia’s University Seminars.

Deborah Coen (History, Barnard) is the author of The 
Earthquake Observers: Disaster Science from Lisbon to Richter 
(University of Chicago Press, 2013).

István Deák’s (History, Emeritus) recent publications 
include: “Where is Charlemagne,” New York Times Sunday 
Review, July 1, 2012; in Hungarian: “Hol van Nagy Károly,” 
Népszabadság (Budapest) July 9, 2012; “The Worst of Friends: 
Germany’s Allies in East Central Europe–Struggles for 
Regional Dominance and Ethnic Cleansing, 1938-1945,” in 
Marina Cattaruzza, Stefan Dyroff, and Peter Langewiesche, 
eds., Territorial Revisionism and the Allies of Germany in the 
Second World War (Berghahn, 2012); “Hitler’s Hangman: 
The Life of Heydrich,” New Republic (internet edition, 

2012); “ Two Darknesses” [Madeleine Albright’s Prague 
Winter], New Republic,  Aug. 23, 2012; “Could Stalin Have 
Been Stopped,” New York Review of Books, Mar. 21, 2013.   

Padma Desai (Economics) lectured on the “Current 
Financial Crisis” in New Delhi, where she was the guest of 
the Export-Import Bank of India (Nov. 2012). Desai was 
invited by the Russian Presidential Academy of National 
Economy and Public Administration to participate in the 
conference on “Russian and the World: New Challenges” 
(Moscow, Jan. 2012); later that same year she participated in 
panel discussions at Moscow State University and the New 
School of Economics, sponsored and financed by IREX, 
which focused on the research of 3 Russian Ph.D. candidates 
(Sept. 2012). She gave a series of 6 lectures in Melbourne, 
Canberra, Sydney, Perth and Brisbane on the Russian 
economy and gave a talk on the current financial crisis at 
the invitation of the Australian Economic Association (Jul. 
2012). The U.S. edition of her memoir, Breaking Out: An 
Indian Woman’s American Journey will be published in Sept. 
2013 by MIT Press. 

Tanya Domi (SIPA) published “Why Giving the 
European Union the Nobel Peace Prize Was Wrong” in 
the Atlantic: http://www.theatlantic.com/international/
archive/2012/10/why-giving-the-european-union-the-
nobel-peace-prize-was-wrong/263591/. She was a discussant 
on the panel “Refugees, Returns and Conflict in the Balkans” 
(ASN, and hosted the LGBT lecture series at the Harriman 
Institute. 

Anna Frajlich-Zajac (Slavic) travelled to Poland in 
Spring 2013 to promote her new book of poetry łodzią jest i 
jest przystanią (it is a boat and it is a harbor) with readings in 
Warsaw, Lublin, Kraków and Szczecin, as well as television, 
radio and press interviews, and a recording for the blind. 
The major Polish literary quarterly Kwartalnik Artystyczny 
published three poems by Frajlich. She was a consultant at 
the Catholic University in Lublin and Jageillonian University 
in Kraków, where she discussed teaching strategies and 
textbooks for Polish as a foreign language.

Timothy Frye (Political Science) delivered the Sixth 
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Annual James Millar Lecture at George Washington 
University on March 4, 2013. Frye had two articles accepted 
for publication: “The Political Economy of Gubernatorial 
Appointments in Russia,” in Europe-Asia Studies and 
“Political Machines at Work: Workplace Mobilization and 
Electoral Subversion in Russia” in World Politics.  In addition 
to his duties as Director of the Harriman Institute, Frye is 
Director of the Center for the Study of Institutions and 
Development at the Higher Economics School in Moscow.

Lynn Garafola’s (Dance) recent publilcations include 
“Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes:  A New Kind of Company,” in 
Avatar of Modernity:   The Rite of Spring Reconsidered, 
ed. Hermann Danuser and Heidy Zimmermann (Paul 
Sacher Foundation/ Boosey & Hawkes, 2013); “Les 
Ballets Russes,” in 1913/2013 Vek Vesny sviashchennoi - Vek 
modernizma, ed. Pavel Gershenzon and Arkadii Ippolitov 
(Moscow:  Bolshoi Theatre, 2013). Garafola lectured on The 
Rite of Spring at numerous academic and arts institutions this 
year, including Carnegie Hall, Los Angeles Music Center, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Reed College, 
Franklin and Marshall College, York University, Toronto, 
Kellogg College, Oxford, and the Moscow Conservatory.   
At UNC, York, Kellogg, and the Moscow Conservatory 
Garafola delivered the keynote address on dance.

In addition, Garafola curated a public program 
sponsored by the Barnard Dance Department entitled 
Dancing “The Rite of Spring”:  Six Dancers on Five Rites. 
She delivered the paper “Letters from Home:   Bronislava 
Nijinska’s Uncertain Return to the West,”  Society of Dance 
History Scholars/NOFOD, Trondheim, Norway (Jun. 
2013). 

Boris Gasparov (Slavic) has published two books 
this past year: Beyond Pure Reason: Ferdinand de Saussure’s 
Philosophy of Language and Its Early Romantic Antecedents 
(Columbia University Press, 2012), which was awarded 
Columbia University’s Lionel Trilling Award, and 
Пастернак: по ту сторону поэтики (Философия. 

Музыка. Быт) (Moscow: NLO, 2013). Gasparov received 
a federal grant from the Russian Federation for a collective 
project (based at the Ural Federal University, Yekaterinburg, 
with Gasparov as principal investigator) “Contemporary 
Russian in the Socio-cultural Framework of Heteroglossia” 
(2012-2013). He lectured at Stanford; Higher School of 
Economics, Moscow; Moscow State University;   Federal 
State University, Yekaterinburg; and a series of lectures 
sponsored by the Mikhail Prokhorov Foundation at 
Krasnoyarsk. He participated in conferences at Tartu 
University, Estonia; Université de Geneve; Université de 
Lausanne; New Literary Review, Moscow.

Elise Giuliano (Political Science) was invited to 
University of Vermont to deliver a talk on ethnic politics 
and religion in Chechnya and Dagestan. In the aftermath of 
the Boston bombing, an article Giuliano published several 
years ago (“Islamic Identity and Political Mobilization in 
Russia: Chechnya and Dagestan Compared”) was posted on 
the political science blog “The Monkey Cage.” See http://
themonkeycage.org/2013/04/19/references-on-chechnya-
the-caucasus-and-related-violence-plus-another-word-of-
caution/. She spoke on a panel organized by the Columbia 
Political Union (undergraduate organization) about the 
Magnitsky List and U.S.-Russian relations (co-panelists 
were Stephen Sestanovich and Pavel Khodorkovsky). At 
the ASN conference she gave a paper entitled, “The Politics 
of Blame in Russia’s Regions: The Case of the Krymsk 
Flood,” and also served as a discussant on a book panel 
for Sherrill Stroschein’s Ethnic Struggle, Coexistence, and 
Democratization in Eastern Europe. 

Radmila Gorup (Slavic) is the editor of After Yugoslavia: 
The Cultural Spaces of a Vanished Land (Stanford University 
Press, 2013). Professor Gorup retired this past spring after 
many years of dedicated service to the Harriman Institute 
and the Slavic Department.

Edward Kasinec (Harriman) delivered the paper 
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“Russia’s Art under Armand’s Hammer” at Columbia 
University’s Romanov Symposium and Exhibit. Kasinec 
reprised the paper at Dom Russkogo Zarubezhe in February.  
He spoke on “An Exhibit ‘S Kontsa’: Alternative Pageants” 
at the opening of the Hillwood Estate and Museum’s exhibit 
“The Pageant of the Romanovs.” He was the featured 
speaker on “Where We Ought To Be” at a meeting of Slavic 
and East European Library Curators at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He was interviewed by 
RIA Novosti Press Agency on June 13 regarding the NEH 
Summer Institute that had just started, of which Kasinec 
was co-organizer with Robert Davis. 

Gulnar Kendirbai (History) chaired panels and was a 
panelist at conferences of the European Society for Central 
Asian Studies (Nazarbayev, Kazakhstan), ASN, and chaired 
the session on “Diagnosing Imperial Decline: Sciences 
of Health, Race and Society” at the workshop on “Late 
Imperial Epistemologies: A Eurasian Studies Workshop” 
(Columbia Univ.). 

Kimberly Marten served as Acting Director of the 
Harriman Institute during this past year.  In 2012, her fourth 
book was published, Warlords: Strong-Arm Brokers in Weak 
States, by Cornell University Press in its Studies in Security 
Affairs series.   She also published an article, “Uncertain 
Loyalty: The Challenges of Cooperating with Militias,” in 
Jane’s Intelligence Review in December, and her guest blog 
post, “Syria: Lessons from Iraq and Libya,” appeared in The 
Monkey Cage blog in July 2012.  She continues to serve as 
an associate editor for the journal International Security, and 
as a member of the executive committee for the Program 
on New Approaches to Research and Security (PONARS) 
Eurasia. Marten was cited in USA Today and appeared on 
local CBS-TV channel 2, about the Chechnya connection 
and the Boston Marathon bombing.

Deborah Martinsen (Slavic) received an academic 
award for her Skype class on Nabokov’s Lolita:   Lehrpreis 
zur Förderung von Innovationen in der Lehre (2012), 
University of Leuphana, Germany. Martinsen presented 
the following papers: “Nabokov’s Lolita as a Petersburg 
Text,” University Seminar on Slavic History and 
Cultures (Dec. 2012); “Smerdyakov and Calculation,” 
roundtable, ASEEES, New Orleans (Nov. 2012); “Ivan 
Karamazov: Hallucinatory Hero,” Neo-Formalist Circle, 
Oxford, England (Sept. 2012). New publications include 
“’Vse pozvoleno’: A Karamazov Footprint in Lolita” 
(Достоевский и мировая культура, forthcoming); “Ivan 
Karamazov and Martin Luther: Protestors and their Devils,” 
В направлении смысла (Нижний Новгород, 2012). She 
was co-organizer, with Olga Maiorova (Univ. Michigan), of 
the workshop, “Dostoevsky in Context” (Columbia Univ, 
May 2013). 

 Ronald Meyer (Slavic) is the editor of “’A Gentle Spirit’ 
(1876) by Fyodor Dostoevsky” in Short Story Criticism, 
vol. 181 (Gale, 2013), an anthology of criticism from the 
years 1967-2007, with annotated bibliography and further 
reading. He is a juror for the AATSEEL Prize for Best 
Book Translated into English. He translated two essays (on 
Nabokov and Remizov) for Greta Slobin’s Russians Abroad: 
Literary and Cultural Politics of Diaspora (1919-1939), 

published by Academic Studies Press in 2013. In September 
2013 he will take part in the symposium “Ann Arbor on the 
Map of Russian Literature: A Tribute to Carl R. Proffer.” 

Catharine Nepomnyashchy (Slavic) was celebrated 
as the Harriman Institute Alumna of the Year (read about 
her in the inaugural issue of Harriman Magazine (http://
www.columbia.edu/cu/creative/epub/harriman/june13/
catharine_theimer.pdf ). Recent publications include 
“Tatiana Tolstaya:  The Text of Family and the Family in the 
Text—Genealogy, Gender, and the Rhetoric of Lineage,” 
New Women’s Writing in Russia, Central and Eastern Europe: 
Gender, Generation, and Identities, edited by Rosalind 
Marsh (Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2012), 
and the Russian translation of her “The Émigré Alter-
Ego:  Émigré Literary Criticism,” in A History of Russian 
Literary Theory and Criticism: The Soviet Age and Beyond, 
eds. Evgeny Dobrenko and Galin Tihanov; Russian edition: 
История русской литературной критики: советская 
и постсоветская эпохи (NLO, 2012), which was 
awarded the Efim Etkind Prize. Conference participation: 
Commentator for the panel “Ukrainian and Russian 
Postwar Nationalism, including Abroad” at the conference 
“Russian and Ukrainian Nationalism: Entangled Histories,” 
Harriman Institute (Apr. 2103); joint presentation with 
Lynn Garafola, “Dialogue between Sacre du Printemps and 
Empire,” at the conference, “In Search of Empire: The 
400th Anniversary of the House of Romanov,” Bakhmeteff 
Archive, Columbia University; delivered plenary paper, 
“Ballet as Nation Building: Case Studies in the Formation 
of the Soviet Internationalist Empire,” at Eleventh Biennial 
Conference of the Australasian Association for Communist 
and Post Communist Studies (AACaPS), University of 
Tasmania, Hobart (Feb. 2013); paper, “Nabokov and 
Edmund Wilson:  When Friends Turn Enemies,” Australia 
and New Zealand Slavists’ Association (ANZSA) 2013 
Conference, Macquarie University, Sydney (Feb. 2013); 
delivered paper, “Nabokov and Edmund Wilson: When 
Friends Turn Enemies,” on panel, “Nabokov and American 
Literature: Intertexts and Influence,” at MLA National 
Convention, Boston (Jan. 2013); delivered paper, “Nabokov 
and the Art of Attack” on panel, “How Nabokov Reads. 
How Nabokov is Read” and served as discussant on panel 
“Cross-Border Imaginings in the Far East:  Russia–China–
Japan,” ASEEES National Conference, New Orleans (Nov. 
2012). Invited lectures: spoke on IREX website grant at 
the IREX Europe Partnership Conference, “New Media in 
Russia:  Challenges, Successes, and the Role of International 
Partnerships,” Lyon, France (Apr. 2013); keynote address, 
“The Strange Case of Vladimir Nabokov and Edmund 
Wilson: When Friends Turn Enemies,” Northeast Slavic, 
East European, and Eurasian Studies Conference, Barnard 
College (Mar. 2013). She is chair of the MLA Prize Selection 
Committee for the Lois Roth Award for a Translation of a 
Literary Work.

William Partlett (Law) published two blog posts on 
the Brookings website: http://www.brookings.edu/research/
opinions/2013/03/14-chavez-constutional-legacy;  http://
www.brookings.edu/blogs/up-front/posts/2012/11/30-
constitution-egypt-partlett. He reviewed a recent article 
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on Opinio Juris: http://www.brookings.edu/research/
opinions/2012/09/27-democratic-coup-partlett  and 
published an article in the Brooklyn J. International 
Law: http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_
id=1924958  and published a long-form article in the 
National Interest:   http://nationalinterest.org/article/
putins-artful-jurisprudence-7882.

Jenik Radon’s (SIPA) new publications include: 
“Paying Hefty Price for Being Transit Nation” in Offshore 
World (May 2013); with Paul Lagunes, “The Walmart 
Corruption Scandal: Watershed Moment for Mexico?” in 
Huffington Post (December, 2012); “Will Latin America 
Beat the Resource Curse” in Morningside Post (April 2013); 
“A Life of Dedication to the Common Good,” with Kabita 
Shrestha   “Hydro Power and Equity--Need to be One! 
in Spotlight, Nepal (December 2012). Radon was a Fulbright 
Specialist in oil and gas, Makerere University, School of 
Law, Kampala, Uganda (Fall 2012); and visiting professor at 
the Monterrey Institute of Technology, Queretaro, Mexico 
(fall 2012). He delivered guest lectures at universities, 
institutes and civil society conferences in Cambodia 
(Cambodian National Petroleum Authority and  UNDP), 
China (Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences), Mexico 
(Monterrey Tech), Mozambique (UNICEF), South Africa 
(at the University of Pretoria’s Gordon Institute of Business 
Science (GIBS) and other forums), South Sudan (Cordaid 
and Justice Africa), Turkmenistan (US AID), and Uganda 
(Cambridge-Oxford Club of Uganda). Radon was profiled 
in the Independence Day issue of Postimees, the leading 
Estonian newspaper, for his 25 years of engagement with 
Estonia from the independence struggle to privatization to 
furthering the education of Estonian students in the US at 
Columbia and other universities; and in Stanford Lawyer 
in an article entitled “Builder of Nations.” He appeared 
on television in Albania, Kosovo and Macedonia (Voice of 
America) and local TV channels in Mozambique, South 
Africa, South Sudan, Turkmenistan, and Uganda

Ivan Sanders’ (Hungarian) translation of Sándor 
Radnóti’s in-depth study of Hungarian novelist László 
Krasznahorkai’s art was published in the Spring 2013 issue 
of the journal Music & Literature, which is devoted entirely 
to the works of László Krasznahorkai, filmmaker Béla Tarr 
and German painter Max Neumann. An essay by Sanders 
that evokes the memory of his grandfather, Márk Eckstein, 
who was a rabbi in prewar Kassa/Kosice/Kaschau (now 
part of Slovakia), appears in the June 2013 issue of the 
Hungarian Jewish monthly Szombat.

Yuri Shevchuk (Slavic) presented a lecture entitled 
“Soviet Film and Stalin’s War on Peasants, 1920-1930” at 
the annual seminar “Towards Modern Russia” (Hacia la 
Rusia moderna), organized by the Slavic Department at 
the University of Granada, Spain (March 2013). The same 
lecture was presented later that month at the Universitá 
Federico II, Naples, Italy, to faculty and doctoral students 
of the Department of History.

In his first year at Columbia University, Dennis Tenen 
(English & Comp Lit) taught courses on digital humanities 
and new media studies. He was one of the principal 
founders of Studio at Butler Library, which will provide a 

maker / hacker space for the community. In conjunction 
with the American Assembly, he received a grant from the 
Mellon Foundation to collect and analyze the world’s largest 
archive of online syllabi. His article on “Unintelligent 
Design” (under review) examines the idea of creativity 
between human and artificial intelligence systems. Among 
several public lectures, he gave a talk on literary networks 
at Rice Univ. and another on interpretive communities 
over time at Columbia’s Big Data and Digital Scholarship 
seminar. Together with an international team of students, 
scholars, and activists (including Bodó Balázs, Alex Gil, Joe 
Karaganis, Tamar Lando, and Taylor Owen) he launched 
piracylab.org—a research collective exploring the impact of 
book piracy on the spread of knowledge around the world 
(with an emphasis on fieldwork in Eastern Europe).

Tatiana Smoliarova (Slavic) delivered lectures on 
“Gaps and Shadows. Historical Discourse and the Art of the 
Silhouette” at the University of London; and “Theatricality 
and the Turns of the Century,” at Oxford University (both 
in Feb. 2013). New publications include “Words Turned 
to Spindles. Gavriil Derzhavin’s Poetics of Machine,” 
Ulbandus. The Slavic Review of Columbia University, vol. 
15 (2013); “Près du riant Marly: quelques remarques sur la 
lettre 122,” in Rodolphe Baudin, éd., L’image de la France 
dans ‘Lettres d’un voyageur russe’ de Nikolai Karamzine 
(Presses Universitaires de Strasbourg, 2013) – forthcoming; 
“Pindar”, “Racine,” in Mandelstam Encyclopedia (Moscow, 
2013) – forthcoming (in Russian); and “Bualo, Longin, 
chudesnoe” [“Boileau, Longinus, and the Marvelous”], in: 
AMP. Sbornik pamiati A.M. Peskova [Essays in Memory of 
Alexei M. Peskov] (Moscow: RGGU, 2012), pp. 13-21.

Jack Snyder (Political Science) received the 
International Security Studies Distinguished Scholar 
Award, 2012, from the International Studies Association. 
He is co-author, with Dawn Brancati,  of “Time to Kill: 
The Impact of Election Timing on Post-Conflict Stability,” 
Journal of Conflict Resolution (online version 2012; print 
version forthcoming in 2013); and co-author with Leslie 
Vinjamuri, of “Principled Pragmatism and the Logic of 
Consequences,” International Theory 4: 3 (Nov. 2012), 434-
48. Other publications include “Both Fox and Hedgehog:  
The Art of Nesting Structural and Perceptual Perspectives,” 
in James W. Davis (ed.), Psychology, Strategy and Conflict: 
Perceptions of Insecurity in International Relations (Routledge, 
2012).

David Stark (Sociology) published, with Balazs 
Vedres,   “Political Holes in the Economy: The Business 
Network of Partisan Firms in Hungary,” American Sociological 
Review,  Oct. 2012, 77(5):700-722.  Russian translation 
forthcoming in Ekonomicheskaya Sotsiologiya (Moscow). 
He delivered the keynote lecture “Peripheral Vision in 
Financial Markets” for the Conference on Economic 
Sociology, Higher School of Economics, Moscow, October 
2012. Other conference presentations include:  “Reflexivity 
and Resilience,”  Conference on Constructing Resilience.   
Sponsored by HafenCity University, Berlin, Jan. 18, 2013; 
and “Cognitive Folding: Culture and Network Structure 
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in Video Game Production,”    Conference on Economic 
Sociology, Higher School of Economics, Moscow, Oct.  
2012.  Other invited lectures: HEC Paris, Society and 
Organizations Research Center, May 2013; Gothenburg 
University, Department of Sociology, Apr. 2013; University 
of Uppsala, Department of Sociology, Apr. 2013; University 
of Bologna, Scuola Superiore di Studi Umanistici, Mar. 
2013; Central European University, Budapest, Center for 
Network Science, Mar. 2013; University of Groningen, 
Department of Sociology, Nov. 2012; Sciences Po, 
Center for the Sociology of Organizations, Paris, Oct. 
2012; University of Tilburg, School of Economics and 
Management, Oct. 2012.

Richard Wortman’s (History, Emeritus) new book, 
Russian Monarchy: Representation and Rule, has just been 
released by Academic Studies Press. Wortman delivered 
the keynote address at the Bakhmeteff Archive conference 
“In Search of Empire: The 400th Anniversary of the House 
of Romanov” (February 14, 2013). He participated in 
the “Dostoevsky in Context” conference, May 3-4, 2013, 
and delivered the papers “Russian Monarchy and Fedor 
Dostoevsky” and “The Judicial Reform of 1864 and Russian 
Legal Culture.” He published three articles in 2012: “The 
Representation of Dynasty and ‘Fundamental Laws’ in the 
Evolution of Russian Monarchy,” Kritika 13: 2 (Spring 
2012): 265-300; “Cultural Metamorphoses of Imperial 
Myth under Catherine the Great and Nicholas I,” in Philipp 
Ther, ed., Kulturpolitik und Theater: die kontinentalen 
Imperien in Europa im Vergleich [Die Gesellschaft der Oper, 
10] (München: Oldenbourg,   2012), 75-98; “1812 in 
the Evocations of Imperial Myth.”   In 1812, la campagne 
de Russie: Histoire et représentations, ed. Marie-Pierre Rey, 
special issue, Revue des études slaves 83:4 (2012): 1091-1105.

Please join the Harriman Institute on September 
25, 2013, for the opening event of “The Sochi Olympics 
and Sport in Russia” lecture series. 6:00, Room 1219, 
International Affairs Building (Marshall Shulman Seminar 
Room). Check the website for possible room change.
	
RUSSIAN POLITICS AND THE SOCHI OLYMPICS
Speakers:
Andrey Makarychev (Professor of Government and Poli-

tics, University of Tartu, Estonia)
Robert Orttung (Associate Research Professor of Inter-

national Affairs and Assistant Director, Institute for 
European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies, George 
Washington University)

Ray Taras (Fulbright Distinguished Chair in European 
Studies, University of Warsaw, Poland)

Sufian Zhemukhov (Heyward Isham Visiting Scholar, 
George Washington University)

Memorial Service for Peter Juviler
A memorial service will be held for Peter Juviler, Professor Emeritus of Political Science 
(Barnard), on Friday, September 20, 2013, at 4:00 p.m. in the James Memorial Chapel 
at Union Theological Seminary (3041 Broadway at 121st Street). The service will be followed 
by a reception in the James Room of Barnard Hall (418, 5:30-7:00 p.m.). All are welcome to 
attend.

A member of Barnard’s faculty since 1964, Professor Juviler was dedicated to the study of 
religion, law, and tolerance education, and understanding how they informed human rights 
theory and practice. Throughout his decades at the college, he taught countless classes on 
comparative politics, human rights, social movements and the political community. He co-
founded and served as the director of the human rights major at Barnard, as well as co-director 
of the Center for the Study of Human Rights and co-chair of the University Seminar on 
Human Rights at Columbia. A longtime proponent of the study of human rights at Barnard 
and Columbia, he helped to grow the major and fostered connections with an expansive 
network of people and institutions. 

Juviler was a 1954 graduate of the Russian Institute, 2011 Harriman Alumnus of the Year, and 
a long-time Harriman faculty member. 

the Sochi Olympics 
and Sport in Russia
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“KHRUSHCHEV AND MAO” explores Khrushchev’s visit to China in 1959.  At the time of this historic visit, color photogra-
phy did not yet exist in the USSR.  As a popular substitute, many black and white photographs were enlarged and hand-painted to 
resemble color photographs.  Some photographers, including Boris Mikhailov, used this technique in their art. The exhibit features 
pieces by the artists Valera and Natasha Cherkashin.  These pieces, using images from the Cherkashins’ own collection, are treated 
digitally in imitation of this popular technique.  The works include newspaper clips from this period, and the exhibit will also feature 
popular Khrushchev and Mao jokes from this time. September 10 - October 30, 2013.

Khrushchev and Mao: An Exhibit

Timothy Frye, continued from page 1

Sergei was pressured to leave Russia in the wake of a 
dubious investigation into his role in preparing a report 
evaluating the second trial of Mikhail Khodorkovsky at 
the request of then President Medvedev.  We have not yet 
agreed on a date, but it is likely to be in late January or early 
February and this will be an event that is not to be missed. 

The Core Project for next year reaches back into history 
and outward from Eurasia. Austin Long will oversee “Empire 
and Information: From the 19th to the 21st Century,”  a 
project that will help place the Russian Empire and the 
Soviet Union in comparative perspective with a special 
emphasis on how central governments manage political and 
economic relations over vast territories and large populations. 
Like the best Core Projects, this one has the promise to 
knit together the disparate communities of the Institute. 

Alan Timberlake, the head of the East Central European 
Center, and Tsveta Petrova, an Associate Research Scholar at 
Harriman, are organizing two events of note.  “The Internal 
Others in East Central Europe” will focus on marginalized 
groups in the region, including migrants, women, and the 
LGBT community, while “The Tattered Fabric of Daily  Life 
in East Central Europe” will examine the lives of ordinary 
people during times of political and economic turmoil in 

the region. Look for final dates on the Harriman website.
We have several events in the works exploring the 

current state of LGBT issues in Russia in the wake of the 
passage of a law restricting “propagandizing non-traditional 
sexual relations to minors.”  We also plan to have a number 
of events related to the fast approaching Sochi Winter 
Olympics. The series “The Sochi Olympics and Sport 
in Russia” holds its first event on September 25th as four 
speakers will discuss how the Sochi Olympics have shaped 
politics and vice versa.

Finally, we will continue to expand our presence in new 
media by increasing our activity on Twitter and Facebook.  
Please go to the new Harriman webpage to sign up to 
receive updates via these important outlets. I also encourage 
you to take advantage of videos posted in the events section 
of the Harriman website.  They are a great way to catch up 
on events that you might have missed.  We plan to expand 
our video offerings in the coming year to help inform 
the broader community about all the important events at 
Harriman. 

I look forward to seeing everyone in September.

Tim
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