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Black Americans have made large strides to gain civil rights since slavery, but undercurrents of racism
continue to permeate contemporary society. Especially in recent years, the lasting ramifications of
slavery have come to the forefront, with movements like Black Lives Matter elevating studies that
reveal inequalities for black Americans in education, prisons, police interactions, and more. With
this increased realization that the black American struggle did not end with the election of a black
president in 2008, there has also been increased attention paid to the institutions that uphold racism,
especially in the heritage field. For the past several years, debates in cities across the US have emerged
to contest the continued presence of the Confederacy in public space through statuary or building
names. These debates have led to the removal of over 120 Confederate statues from public sites
across the United States.1 Conversation around Confederate statues draws the heritage field into the
increasingly complex arena of memorials to race and racism in the United States to help the public
understand its own history. Heritage professionals, as stewards and interpreters of historic sites, can
help reframe the way history addresses complicated racial narratives for greater public literacy of
racial history. This reframing is particularly important for events occurring during the Civil Rights Era,
as this is the historical period when black Americans were most active in dismantling the legacy of
slavery and its lasting effects on United States society.
The Civil Rights Era is undoubtedly an important period for black American history, accounts of
encounters with police dogs, fire hoses and bombs fill history textbooks around the country, and
images of these events are re-circulated every February for Black History Month. However, these were
not the only events that sought to dismantle racist American institutions. This historical canon of the
Civil Rights Era often favors nonviolent protest events (sometimes with violent reactions) over urban
unrest of the era. In fact, the National Parks Service guidelines for types of significant civil rights sites
includes: activists homes; gathering places associated with grassroots efforts including churches and
meeting halls; conflict and demonstration sites like lunch counters, bus stations, or bombed churches,
and sites associated with legal challenges to racism.2 Since “riots” were thought to hold back the
movement for civil rights,3 they are not presented as significant to the overall struggle of the Civil
Rights Era. This research has found a link between the classification of events as either nonviolent or
violent and the event site’s recognition as heritage. For Civil Rights Era events identified in this thesis,
only two sites of violent events contain any formal heritage recognition, while over twenty nonviolent
Southern Poverty Law Center, “For Public: Whose Heritage Master Sheet,” Whose Heritage? Public Symbols of the
Confederacy, https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17ps4aqRyaIfpu7KdGsy2HRZaaQiXUfLrpUbaR9yS51E/
edit#gid=222998983.
2
National Park Service, Civil Rights in America: A Framework for Identifying Significant Sites (2002), 42, https://archive.org/
details/civilrightsiname00nati/.
3
Sharon Erickson Nepstad, Nonviolent Struggle: Theories, Strategies, and Dynamics (New York: Oxford University Press,
2015), 114.
1
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sites contain some kind of memorial or museum. Since, as this thesis will discuss further in Chapter
4, nonviolent sites are located primarily in the South, the narrative of the Civil Rights Era revolves
around southern events despite other fights for civil rights outside of the South.
To create a more inclusive narrative of the black struggle for civil rights, it is necessary for heritage
professionals to look at uprising sites since they fall outside of the southern-focused, nonviolent
protest-centric view of the Civil Rights era. Of over 140 museums to black history in the US, twelve
are specifically focused on the Civil Rights Era, with only two of those twelve museums located
outside the South.4 Over the past decades, there have been efforts to elevate the profile of Civil
Rights Era heritage sites. The National Trust for Historic Preservation’s African American Cultural
Heritage Action Fund was established to protect, support and interpret sites of importance to “tell
the full history”—using sites of enslavement; the homes of Civil Rights leaders, artists, and musicians;
and places of self-emancipation, to name a few—of the black American story.5 Beyond the National
Trust, the Civil Rights Trail combines established civil rights trails and sites in states across the South.6
This cooperation between the tourism boards of Southern states from Alabama to West Virginia is
advertised in an interactive map on the trail’s website. However, the same effort has not been put forth
to address sites and events that do not fit into the nonviolent protest narrative.
The impetus for this thesis came from observations of events in Ferguson, Missouri in the summer
and fall of 2014. After Michael Brown, a local teenager was shot and killed in the streets of the
northern St. Louis suburb, the local community organized a nonviolent march to protest this act of
police violence.7 Many sites in Ferguson gained significance during these events of civil disobedience,
if only for a short time. Black Lives Matter, a group working against the kind of police brutality that
killed Brown, has become a national movement since Brown’s death, with regular protests across the
US,8 drawing parallels to periods with increased amounts of protest in the past, namely during the
Civil Rights Era.
In the heritage field, much attention has been paid to the legacy of built fabric as it relates to civil rights
but not necessarily heritage that became significant during the Civil Rights Era. In recent years there
have been increasing protests around whether to keep or tear down Confederate monuments, as they
Institute of Museum and Library Services, “Museum Data Files,” https://www.imls.gov/research-evaluation/datacollection/museum-data-files.
4
National Trust for Historic Preservation, “African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund,” https://savingplaces.org/
african-american-cultural-heritage.
6
U.S. Civil Rights Trail, “U.S. Civil Rights Trail,” https://civilrightstrail.com/
7
Larry Buchanan et al., “What Happened in Ferguson?,” New York Times, August 10, 2015, https://www.nytimes.com/
interactive/2014/08/13/us/ferguson-missouri-town-under-siege-after-police-shooting.html.
8
Black Lives Matter, Celebrating Four Years of Organizing to Protect Black Lives (n.p., 2017),
4
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are considered by some to be heritage of the Civil War. Proponents of removing monuments say that
removal is “a solution to modern race relations — a way to construct more inclusive communities”9 and
that having these monuments in public spaces shows public valorization of the Confederate cause. In
fact, a 2016 Southern Poverty Law Center study in revealed that most monuments were erected from
1900 to 1920 in reaction to early civil rights legislation, and a large number were erected in the last 60
years.10 In another study assessing the lasting impacts of slavery in the present day, the Equal Justice
Initiative’s recent lynching study confronts America’s use of lynchings for “justice” through spectacle
and to impart fear in a newly unenslaved black American population.11 EJI found that “lynchings
occurred in communities where African Americans today remain marginalized, disproportionately
poor, overrepresented in prisons and jails, and underrepresented in decisionmaking roles in the
criminal justice system—the institution most directly implicated in facilitating lynching and failing to
protect black Americans from racial violence.”12 These studies, along with others, have brought broad
conversations about heritage and civil rights to the national stage, prompting further research.

Object of Study
This thesis is focused on sites within US urban areas where civil disobedience played out, particularly
those that resulted in violence during the Civil Rights Era. Through a catalog, this research has identified
events during the Civil Rights Era related to the black American struggle for civil rights, events that
have historically been called riots. Traditionally, naming something a “protest” makes it synonymous
with nonviolence, typified by nonviolent responses to discrimination in the American South during the
Civil Rights Era. Given this association, the antithesis to protest is “riot”. According to United States
law, a “riot” is a violent break in the peace by an assemblage of over three people.13 However, beyond
this legal definition, classification of events as riots has come to connote assumptions about the
participants in the violent acts that characterize the event, mainly that participants are “hoodlums”14
and “riffraff ”15 Many of the events discussed in this thesis have been labeled as “riots” since they
occurred. Recent re-examinations of historically labeled “riots” have popularized a different set of
Caroline E. Janney, “Why We Need Confederate Monuments,” Washington Post, July 27, 2017, https://www.
washingtonpost.com/news/made-by-history/wp/2017/07/27/why-we-need-confederate-monuments/.
10
Southern Poverty Law Center, Whose Heritage? Public Symbols of the Confederacy, 14-15, https://www.splcenter.
org/sites/default/files/com_whose_heritage.pdf.
11
Equal Justice Initiative, Lynching in America: Confronting the Legacy of Racial Terror, report no. 3, 4, 2017, https://
lynchinginamerica.eji.org/report-landing.
10
Equal Justice Initiative, Lynching in America, 67.
13
8 U.S.C. § 2102
14
Edward C. Banfield, The Unheavenly City Revisited (Boston: Little, Brown, 1974), 212.
15
David O. Sears and John B. McConahay, The Politics of Violence: The New Urban Blacks and the Watts Riot (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1973), 20.
8
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terminology. Labels like “uprising,” “rebellion,” and “revolution” have come to replace “riot” in
certain instances.16 Events of civil disorder by black Americans during the Civil Rights Era, especially,
are subject to reclassification, moving away from being labeled as “riots”.
Based on analysis of geographic an historical patterns of the catalog, qualifying events of the Civil
Rights Era are defined along two lines: binary distinctions and location on a continuum.
Binary distinctions:
Events in the catalog tended to fall into categories of either upholding racism and racist policies or
speaking out against racism. The vast majority of events to uphold racism took place in 1919,17 with
a number preceding and following until 1943.18 From 1943 onward, events focused on protesting
racist local or national policies. This thesis focuses on events during the Civil Rights Era (1954-1968)
since this period contains the highest concentration of events fighting against racism, but with the
knowledge that these events were influenced by earlier events upholding racism.
The Civil Rights Era contained events that were both nonviolent and violent. For the purposes of this
thesis, nonviolent events are those that have expressed nonviolent intent on the part of the primary
actors. Any violent backlash on the part of non-primary actors does not negate the nonviolence of
these events. Violent events are those that result in harm to people and/or built fabric. Outcomes may
include arson, looting, and/or beating.
While people of different races participated in Civil Rights Era events on both sides, the primary
actors in these events can be divided into majority black or majority white. Based on this research,
events where white Americans were the primary actors fall within those upholding racism before
1943. Events where black Americans were primary actors are clustered after 1943, with the majority
occurring within the Civil Rights Era.
Some events of this era have been permanently commemorated in site-specific ways to interpret their
causes and effects within the greater Civil Rights Era. On-site commemoration includes any physical
reference to the site’s importance, including plaques, statues, signs, or trails markers. The vast majority
Karen Sternheimer, “Civil Unrest, Riots, and Rebellions: What’s the Difference?,” Everyday Sociology Blog, entry
posted May 3, 2012, https://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/2012/05/civil-unrest-riots-and-rebellions-whats-thedifference.html
17
“For Action on Race Riot Peril: Racial Propaganda among Negroes Growing, and Increase of Mob Violence Set out
in Senate Brief for Inquiry,” New York Times, October 5, 1919.
18
Walter Rucker and James Nathaniel Upton, eds., Encyclopedia of American Race Riots (Westport, Conn: Greenwood Press,
2007), 1: lviii-lvix
16
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of commemorated sites for events occurring within the Civil Rights Era have been for nonviolent
events occurring in southern states. Commemoration is lacking and mostly nonexistent for sites of
violent events, with only two sites identified in this research, both outside of the South.
Continuum classifications:
The catalog of events gathered for this research can be organized chronologically by date of occurrence.
Doing so reveals chronological clusters of events, some which are even named: The Red Summer, The
Long Hot Summer, or The Summer of Rage, for example. One element less explored in this research
is the chronology of recognition for both violent and nonviolent event sites. Cross-referencing this
kind of chronological information with other commemoration timelines like the SPLC’s Confederate
monuments study could reveal patterns of action and reaction within the heritage realm.19
Events are spread across the US, but after the geospatial analysis conducted in this thesis, patterns
emerge when they are qualified by some of the binaries listed above. Violent events occur in greater
numbers outside of the South, while nonviolent occur within. Events occurring before 1943 were
more likely to be within the South, events after 1943 were more likely to occur outside. The case studies
chosen for this thesis represent a geographical and chronological spread of the events cataloged to
allow for more granular analysis of local implications of events. The events presented here could be
studied even more closely at this scale, integrating redlining, population, and economic data in further
study of this topic. As a criterion, event scale—in multiple manifestations—was particularly difficult
to unpack. Scale could be more geographical, referring to the area covered by an event, particularly a
violent one. Alternatively, scale could be more person-centric, focusing on the number of participants
for the number of people arrested, injured, or killed for any given event. Scale could also relate
to context, correlating to the number of buildings affected by violence or estimated cost to repair
damage. This thesis was unable to address issues of scale across the entire catalog of events, and only
a few measures of scale were possible to address for selected case studies based on available data in
historic documents.

Period of study
The period of focus for this thesis is 1954-1968, commonly understood as the bounding years of
the Civil Rights Era. In 1954, Brown vs. Board of Education ended the doctrine of “separate but equal”
Southern Poverty Law Center, “For Public: Whose Heritage Master Sheet,” Whose Heritage? Public Symbols of the
Confederacy, last modified February 1, 2019, https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17ps4aqRyaIfpu7KdGsy2HRZa
aQiXUfLrpUbaR9yS51E/edit#gid=222998983.
19
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that had been in place since the 1896 Plessy vs. Ferguson case.20 Ending “separate but equal” in schools
opened the door for black Americans to pursue equality in other aspects of life like transportation
(Montgomery Bus Boycotts in 1955), dining (Lunch Counter Sit-ins in 1960), and employment
(Memphis Sanitation Strike in 1968). In 1968, the Civil Rights Era ended with Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s assassination and the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1968. King was the most public leader
of nonviolent direct action which had come to characterize the era. His death resulted in widespread
unrest in American cities, often resulting in violence to people and built fabric. Soon after, Lyndon
Johnson united Congress in its shock over King’s assassination, passing the last of four Civil Rights
Acts made into law during the Civil Rights Era.21 This act rounded out an period of frequent civil
rights legislation that characterized the Civil Rights Era, as there has only been two Civil Rights Acts
since 1968, one in 1987 and one in 1991.22

Location of study
Based on the data collected through archival and secondary research, there is a geographical separation
between sites of nonviolent and violent events during the Civil Rights Era. Nonviolent events occurred
within the boundaries of the South, defined in this thesis as states that were considered slave-owning
at the start of the Civil War—also the current census boundaries of the South. Violent events did
appear within the south during this period, but the overwhelming majority occurred outside of the
South. Events during this era, particularly violent events, were concentrated in cities with substantial
black populations, populations that often lived in substandard conditions.

Research Goals
First, this thesis is meant to identify and catalog uprising sites throughout the United States. In order to
continue any efforts to recognize the heritage value of these sites, it is first necessary to understand the
amount and location of uprising sites across the US. In early research phases, it became evident that
such a comprehensive log does not exist in one place, preventing a full understanding of the extent of
urban uprisings in the US throughout time. For methodological reasons that will be discussed later in
Michael Jay Friedman, Free at Last: The U.S. Civil Rights Movement, ed. George Clack (U.S. Department of State:
Bureau of International Information Programs, 2008), https://photos.state.gov/libraries/amgov/30145/publicationsenglish/free-at-last.pdf.
21
Rucker and Upton, Encyclopedia of American, 1: 115.
22
Office of Art & Archives, “Constitutional Amendments and Major Civil Rights Acts of Congress Referenced in Black
Americans in Congress,” History Art & Archives: United States House of Representatives, https://history.house.gov/
Exhibitions-and-Publications/BAIC/Historical-Data/Constitutional-Amendments-and-Legislation/
20
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this introduction, the catalog compiled for here should by no means be considered exhaustive but is
enough to establish a basis for the rest of the research conducted.
By using the catalog established as a primary phase of research, this thesis also seeks to recognize
geospatial patterns in the occurrence and heritage recognition of Civil Rights Era violent event sites
through mapping. These maps are intended to explore the spatial rift between violent and nonviolent
events and the differences in their recognition.
This thesis also aims to explore heritage recognition, in its various forms, that exists on uprising sites.
Because of the commemorative status of chosen case studies, the definition of commemoration is
not limited to physical, on-site objects, but had to be expanded to include any effort that keeps the
memory of events on each site alive. Since it is not possible to evaluate commemoration on every site
of every urban uprising, this analysis will only examine a select few uprisings and their sites, but its
methods can be applied to other uprising sites – identified in this research or otherwise.

Methodology
Catalog:
The listing component of this methodology involved data gathering from secondary sources like
government reports, books, and compiled maps to catalog civil rights-related violent and nonviolent
events by and against black Americans throughout history. While some events– namely those in larger
cities– were easy to identify and add to a timeline, events in small cities or those that did not result in
significant damage to people or the built environment were not as easy to find. Secondary histories
describing violent events, especially, are usually focused on a single city, with only a few references
to the national patterns that events in the covered city might contribute to. Many sources would
list the three largest cities to experience uprisings in one year (one might list Chicago, Newark, and
Detroit, for example) and then trail off into some variation of “...and several others.” Although this
thesis presents a substantial catalog of black American violent and nonviolent events (see Appendix),
additions of more events and sites are not out of the question.
From this catalog came a general understanding of trends and clusters of these events throughout
history. For the catalog presented here, the periods can be defined as: early events of Reconstruction
and the First Great Migration, where white communities targeted black communities with racial
violence; a transition period at the start of the Second Great Migration where racist violence and
violence against racism overlapped; Civil Rights Era events where tensions of the late Second Great
Migration and other factors resulted in the largest cluster of violent events in history; and recent
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history, where violent events are less clustered, but focus and organization of these events has shifted.
This is not to say that underlying issues from one period do not bleed into another, only that based on
the data collected for this research, these reasons were the overwhelming overtones behind riots and
uprisings that occurred during each period.
Terminology Studies:
It became necessary to understand the way violent events have been framed throughout history and
the types of media that informed this framing. This research relied on two sources that formed this
framing: government analyses of violent events before and during the Civil Rights Era, and scholars
working during and after the Civil Rights Era. These two sources, set against legal and linguistic
understanding of what a “riot” is help to establish the connotations behind the language used to
describe violent events and how that language relates to the heritage field.
Geolocation:
Events cataloged in the timeline became data points in this stage of research for several comprehensive
maps. Some maps were produced using datasets created through this research, some by examining
available datasets, and some maps were already existing and used for comparison. Uprisings and
peaceful protests listed in the aforementioned catalog have been georeferenced for comparison. Maps
of Civil Rights Era heritage recognition were created using an Institute of Museum and Library
Services dataset along with an existing map of the Civil Rights Trail and compared against established
surveys of heritage relating to civil rights.
Case studies:
While the maps and timeline give a sense of uprisings at a national scale, it is also important to
examine local issues that cause uprisings and how those events and resultant commemoration deal
with site and narrative. Based on previous mapping exercises, options for case studies were limited
to cities with uprisings outside of the former Confederacy. The cities studied are meant to sample
different regions of the US and represent all of the periods identified in previous cataloging, from
labor disputes to police brutality. Collecting information on these sites was carried out through a
combination of secondary research and groundwork. Both the history of each city’s uprising and
the state of its uprising sites’ commemoration came from books written about individual uprisings
and from local news. Any on-site commemoration efforts were corroborated by in-person site visits.
Since physical commemoration (plaques or markers, for example) was not always present on site, the
definition of commemoration was broadened beyond traditional memorial manifestations for certain
case study sites. Identification of these non-traditional memorials was possible through secondary
sources like local news.

10

Organization of Study
Chapter 2, “Riots” in Context: Slave Revolts to Black Lives Matter,” presents a more detailed description
of events identified in the chronology portion of this research. This chapter places Civil Rights Era
events into the context of in American history, detailing periods that had an influence on how Civil
Rights Era events played out and were perceived. Starting with slave revolts of the 18th century, this
chapter follows the narrative of violent events against and by black Americans. This chapter also
describes groups, movements, and demographic trends that influenced violent and nonviolent events
throughout history.
Chapter 3, Riot vs. “Riot,” explores the connotations of events discussed in the earlier historical
portion. Using scholarly analyses and government reports, this section explores what a riot is literally,
and what it has come to mean because of the contributions of scholars and government commissions.
This chapter also evaluates how different terminology, when applied to events, affects the way they
are remembered.
Chapter 3 places cataloged events in a geospatial context for analysis. This chapter distinguishes
between violent and nonviolent protest events to show geographic patterns of violent and nonviolent
events of the Civil Rights Era and analyzes commemoration of both event types nationwide. Maps
created in this chapter are also set against existing maps of civil rights heritage to hypothesize about
why the narrative of the Civil Rights Era rests where it does. The maps presented in this section show
the heritage recognition landscape of violent and nonviolent events to spatialize the narrative of the
Civil Rights Era.
Chapter 4 is a more granular analysis of select protest uprising and riot events. This chapter focuses
on events in three different waves of protest: early events where white people rioted against the
presence of black people in their neighborhoods, violent events by black people in reaction to this
early violence, and Civil Rights Era violent events. Cases examined in this chapter are as follows: East
St. Louis (1917), Harlem (1943), Los Angeles (1965), Detroit (1967), Chicago (1968). Each case is
broken down to evaluate: contemporary local conditions, riot or uprising trigger, events during each
riot or uprising, and commemoration of each event after the fact. The cases presented in this chapter
help provide a representative view of riot and uprising sites across the country and throughout history
to evaluate the places that the sites of these events hold in community memory.
Chapter 5 presents conclusions from the previous body of research. These conclusions include a
summary of overall findings in this thesis and possible next steps to continue this research.

2.
“Riots” in Context: Slave
Revolts to Black Lives
Matter

Early rebellions
Reconstruction
Jim Crow and First Great Migration
Second Great Migration
Civil Rights Era
Post-Civil Rights Era
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Literature that presents timelines of black American struggle for civil rights mainly focuses on
nonviolent campaigns that took place in the former-slave-owning South and all but erases riots and
violent uprisings of the time in cities outside the South from the narrative. Some of this erasure may
be due to the desire to steer Black Struggle narratives in a certain direction, and some may be an
unwillingness to unpack complicated labels that have so long kept these violent events from being
more fully integrated into Civil Rights Era narratives. For example, in The Origins of the Civil Rights
Movement: Black Communities Organizing for Change, author Aldon Morris acknowledges that his interest
in civil rights came from his experiences in Chicago as a child, where “social inequality numbs the
minds and destroys the hopes of millions of Northern inner-city youths at very early ages.”1 However,
Morris’s book goes on to detail the civil rights struggle as purely a southern creation, focusing a great
deal of attention on sit-ins and nonviolent protests sponsored by the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee across the south. Morris later comments,
It is hard to see how the civil rights movement could be conceptualized as belonging to the
same family of behaviors as fads, panics, mobs, cults, and the like. Rather, in my view the
civil rights movement was essentially a political phenomenon in that blacks were engaging
in struggles for power against whites…[civil rights leaders] enabled the black community
effectively to confront an entrenched opposition dedicated to keeping them subservient.2
To many black history scholars like Morris, uprisings seem to be footnotes to the real Black Struggle
being carried out in the peaceful protests during the Civil Rights Era. However, as Dominic Capeci
contends, “Rioting is a legacy of slavery and racism, and it and racism have evolved over time from
Civil War mobs wreaking ‘‘vengeance on every n****r’’ to black rioters attacking ‘‘motherfuckin’
cops.’’3 Thus black rioting–referred to as uprising, rebellion, or revolution from now on for reasons
discussed later in this chapter–is an integral element of black history, one that does not have to carry
the stigma that currently accompanies these events.

Early Rebellions
Black resistance is as old as slavery itself. From the first American slave revolt in New York City in
1712 to the official end of American slavery in 1865, black slaves fought back against the mistreatment
they endured at the hands of white people. While the officially the first “race war” in North America
was Bacon’s Rebellion in 1676, civil disturbances relating to black Americans began after slavery was
legalized in 1667.4 In 1712, a group of 23 slaves in New York, angry at their poor treatment compared
Aldon D. Morris, The Origins of the Civil Rights Movement: Black Communities Organizing for Change (New York: Free Press,
1984), v.
2
Morris, The Origins, 277
3
Dominic J. Capeci, Jr., “American Race Rioting in Historical Perspective,” foreword to Encyclopedia of American Race
Riots, ed. Walter Rucker and James Nathaniel Upton (Westport, Conn: Greenwood Press, 2007), 1: xxxiv.
4
Capeci, “American Race,” foreword, 1: xlvi.
1
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to white indentured servants they would frequently encounter in the crowded city, lit fire to a town
building and attacked fifteen white people5. The slaves involved were captured and killed, some by
suicide and some by public execution. Despite attempts by white slave-owners across the United
States to maintain their control over their slaves, South Carolina and New York experienced slave
uprisings in 17396 and 1741,7 respectively.
As slavery remained legal and even became profitable throughout the American Revolutionary War and
into the 19th century, slave rebellions continued. Charles Deslondes led the German Coast Uprising
in the Orleans Territory in 1811 and Nat Turner led his rebellion in Virginia in 18318. Meanwhile, in
northern American cities like Cincinnati, free black Americans were attacked by white mobs in their
neighborhoods as the black population attempted to relocate away from hostile and suspicious white
communities.9 As America fought over slavery during the Civil War, the New York Draft Riots of 1863
reflected the divided state of the country. White unskilled workers believed that black workers were
stealing their jobs and attacked black communities in violent fashion. By the end of the riot, eighteen
black men were dead, seventy were missing, and New York was left with $4 million in damages.10 The
Civil War ended in 1865 and ushered in the Reconstruction Era, which lasted until 1877. Despite the
legal end of slavery, white distrust of black communities continued.

Reconstruction
Although black Americans were technically free during Reconstruction, they were not free from terror
instilled by white supremacist groups like the Ku Klux Klan (KKK). The KKK was founded in
1866 to oppose the freedoms claimed by black Americans after the Civil War.11 In its early years,
the main concern of the KKK was the election of Republicans (the anti-slavery party at the time)
to government. The group sought to scare people away from ballot boxes using threats, whippings,
vandalism, and eventually, murder.12 For the 1868 election, KKK intimidation reduced voter turnout
by about twenty percent compared to elections a year prior.13 However, the KKK was not the only
“New York: The Revolt of 1712,” Africans in America, https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1p285.html.
“The Stono Rebellion,” Africans in America, https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1p284.html.
7
“Witchhunt in New York: The 1741 Rebellion,” Africans in America, https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1p286.
html.
8
Capeci, “American Race,” foreword, 1: xlvii.
9
“Cincinnati Riot of 1829,” http://ugrr.thewright.org/53-view-other-media.html?id=3433&title=cincinnati_riot_
of_1829.
10
Capeci, “American Race,” foreword, 1: xlviii.
11
Donna Lee Dickerson, The Reconstruction Era: Primary Documents on Events from 1865 to 1877 (Westport, Conn.:
Greenwood, 2003), 251.
12
Dickerson, The Reconstruction, 252
13
Dickerson, The Reconstruction, 253
5
6

14

group committing violent acts against black Americans, normal people living in cities were also striking
out against new black migration into urban centers. Conflict during this period largely revolved around
white fear that black people were moving to cities to steal white jobs and a general atmosphere of
white mistrust and fear of black men, specifically. Black Americans were less likely to fight back
during Reconstruction and the decades following because, according to Ai-min Zhang, they believed
white people would eventually accept them if they didn’t rock the boat and attained certain levels of
education and wealth.14 Although the fifteenth and fourteenth amendments–giving black Americans
equal protection under the law in 1868 and the right to vote in 1870, respectively15–were passed
nationally, riots across America showed that equality for black Americans was far from won.

Jim Crow and First Great Migration
Jim Crow laws began spreading across the country after Reconstruction, but especially the South.
These laws, which flourished after Plessy vs. Ferguson legalized segregation,16 prohibited racial mixing
in public facilities like schools, restaurants, parks, and buses. Black Americans were required to use
alternative, usually inferior, facilities to separate them from white Americans. During this period, riots
again flared in multiple cities including Atlanta; Chattanooga, Tennessee; and Brownsville, Texas, all in
1906.17 The most widely publicized of the 1906 riots was in Atlanta, where racist propaganda in local
newspapers sparked violence resulting in an estimated twelve deaths.18 After this cluster, a violent
1908 riot in Springfield, Illinois left eight dead, two from lynching.19 In reaction to the violence of this
decade–especially in Illinois, where the paradox of race riots in the Land of Lincoln was particularly
troubling–the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was founded
in 1909.20 This group of black and liberal white leaders sought to put an end to the violence they had
seen over the last decade through legal means, ensuring “ all people the rights guaranteed in the 13th,
14th, and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution, which promised an end to slavery, the
equal protection of the law, and universal adult male suffrage, respectively.”21
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The Jim Crow Era also ushered in a new period of population changes for the United States, now
known as the Great Migration, when black Americans left the American South by the hundreds of
thousands. Over both periods of the Great Migration, the prevailing reasons for black Americans to
leave the South included: escaping racial violence such as lynching, a consistent practice in southern
states since the late 19th century22; increased industrial job opportunities, from US involvement in both
World War I and World War II; and desire to leave cities and states with oppressive and discriminatory
Jim Crow laws.23 This era can be further broken down into the First Great Migration, which occurred
from 1910-1940 according to the Census Bureau, and the Second Great Migration from 1940-1970.24
The separation between the First and Second Great Migrations occurs because there was a distinct lull
in northern population growth during the Great Depression and because the scale of migration was
different during the two periods.25

Black migration out of the south26
White perceptions of the First Great Migration were used to white fears regarding the influx of black
unskilled laborers arriving in northern cities in the late 19th century. Anti-black propaganda like D.
W. Griffith’s Birth of a Nation also added to this discontent, which eventually led to strings of riots
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throughout the early 1910s27. The earliest riot in this decade occurred in East St. Louis in 1917. During
this event, which is examined further in Chapter 5, an estimated 100 people were killed by white city
residents.28
Black Americans were particularly targeted in widespread riots in 1919, later referred to as “The Red
Summer.” During this period, riots broke out in 27 cities across America.29 With the end of World
War I in 1918, “black soldiers and workers believed their participation in the effort to make the world
safe for democracy had earned them the equal rights they had been promised in the Constitution
since the close of the Civil War.”30 However, black Americans instead faced a large outburst of race
riots accompanied by the continued use of lynching to “punish” black Americans31. White rioters
in participating in the events of the Red Summer tended to use similar methods to achieve total
destruction of black neighborhoods: arson, lynching, shooting, and beating.32 Triggers of these events
varied based on local circumstance, but generally fall into one of four categories: labor issues, military
issues, local political issues, real or perceived challenges to local institutionalized racism.33 State and
local authorities were often unable or unwilling to reduce this violence against black communities and
prosecution after events was rare.34
After the destruction of 1919, white riots continued into the 1920s. In contrast to riots targetting
black working class neighborhoods of the 1910s, however, those of the 1920s often targeted more
affluent black communities. Tulsa, Oklahoma’s Greenwood neighborhood was one such affluent black
community. The commercial district along Tulsa’s Greenwood Avenue was home to black-owned
businesses, hotels, and newspapers, all of which were burned down during a 1921 riot. In all, white
rioters burned forty square blocks of the commercial district and surrounding residential area and
killed an estimated 300 black community members.35 Similarly, in Rosewood, Florida, many black
Americans were often business owners, and a higher than usual percentage of the community owned
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their homes.36 Rosewood was completely destroyed in 1923 in rioting triggered by a rape accusation,
resulting in an estimated 300 black casualties.37
By the end of the First Great Migration, black Americans had endured numerous massacres and
lynchings at the hands of their white neighbors. These events served as reminders for black Americans
that, although they were no longer slaves, they were also not welcome in American cities. Generally,
riots in this era were sparked by people or publications that sought to elevate this narrative of black
exclusion through lies and propaganda. Certain certain groups, like the NAACP, had been formed to
combat the prejudices that contributed to riots throughout the Reconstruction and the First Great
Migration eras. However, heightened tensions of the Great Depression, America’s involvement in
World War II, and population changes of the Second Great Migration meant that riots would continue
into the 1940s.

Second Great Migration
The Second Great Migration is defined by the US Census Bureau as the period of black migration
from 1940-1970. Even larger than the First Great Migration, the Second Great Migration involved
an exodus of over five million black Americans from the South, with several million more migrating
from Southern rural towns to Southern cities.38 In the Second Great Migration, as in the First Great
Migration, the vast majority of black Americans settled in a limited number of metropolitan areas.
Shared destinations between the First and Second Great Migrations are New York, Chicago, Detroit,
Philadelphia, St. Louis, and Cleveland.39 Waves of migration during this period differ from earlier
migration as patterns shifted westward instead of solely north, with Los Angeles, the San Francisco
Bay Area, San Diego, Seattle, and Portland usurping Pittsburg, Kansas City, and Indianapolis as
migration destinations.40 In their new cities, black Americans were siloed into increasingly overcrowded
black neighborhoods established during the First Great Migration with other recently-migrated black
families, as restrictive covenants kept black migrants out of white neighborhoods. By the end of the
Second Great Migration, the demographic makeup of major northern cities had changed dramatically.
By 1980, black Americans were at or just below the majority population in several cities.41
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During the transition from the First to Second Great Migration, uprisings in Harlem marked a
transition, with black Americans becoming the “rioters” instead of the “rioted upon.” By 1930,
groups like the NAACP, National Urban League, and local black social and fraternal organizations
were increasingly active, supporting black Americans during the Great Depression.42 Especially in
Harlem, unequal disbursement of New Deal support to white communities over black communities
promoted a politically engaged atmosphere among Harlemites. This politically active citizenry sought
to give voice to their grievances through picketing, a practice that continued throughout the 1930s.43 In
1935, one of these nonviolent protests turned into an uprising after rumors spread that a shopkeeper
had killed a young black boy for stealing. The resultant disturbance only lasted 24 hours and resulted
in no deaths, 64 injuries, and several hundred broken windows.
Violent rioting against black communities flared again in three cities in 1943. In Mobile, Alabama;
Beaumont, Texas; and Detroit, Michigan; black neighborhoods fell victim to white riots. Detroit
was the most violent of the 1943 riots, with thirty-four deaths and $2 million in property damage.44
Langston Hughes spoke out in reaction to this string of violence in his poem, “Beaumont to Detroit:
1943”, writing:
Now your policemen/ let the mobs run free./ I reckon you don’t care/ Nothing about me./…
You jim crowed me/ Before hitler rose to power–/ And you’re still jim crowing me/ Right
now, this very hour./ Yet you say we’re fighting/ For democracy./ Then why don’t democracy/
Include me?45
In this poem, Hughes gives voice to the common sentiment among black Americans, especially those
that were fighting in the war, as they were growing increasingly frustrated at the disconnect between
the way they were treated as soldiers abroad and as citizens on their home soil. The one exception to
widespread white violence during this year occurred in Harlem, already primed for uprising because
of its earlier 1935 event. Over two days black Harlemites caused damage to over 1,000 stores along the
neighborhood’s main commercial thoroughfares.46 Although 1943 contained both white riots and black
uprising, it was the last year that any successive clusters of rioting occurred against black Americans.

Civil Rights Era
While white violence was affecting numerous cities in the 1940s, the tides of black protest began to
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change and black Americans spoke out for their rights actively through civil disobedience. In 1947
CORE’s Journey of Reconciliation—a precursor the Freedom Rides of 1961—signaled the start of an
era of nonviolent resistance to contrast the violence black communities had just experienced in 1943.
The Civil Rights Era officially began when the Supreme Court’s decision in Brown vs. Board of Education
eradicated legal school segregation in 1954.47 The violent refusal of some southern communities
to desegregate brought national attention to those fighting for black rights in education and led to
organized public resistance in other facets of black life.48 Within the Civil Rights Era, there are general
clusters to the occurrences of nonviolent and violent protest. Events with expressed nonviolent intent
cluster towards the beginning of the Era, before 1963’s March on Washington. Events previously
classified as riots, with violent outcomes and no expressed nonviolent intent, increase in frequency
after 1964, with the highest event numbers in 1967 and 1968.
Brown vs. Board of Education ushered in efforts to desegregate other areas beyond education. These
efforts were characterized by nonviolent direct actions against local conditions that became national
through organizing and media coverage. The first of these high-profile campaigns was the Montgomery
bus boycott in 1955. After Rosa Parks, a black seamstress from Montgomery held in great esteem by
her community was arrested after refusing to move to the black section of a segregated bus, the black
residents of Montgomery agreed to boycott city buses.49 The protest ended a year later after a federal
court ordered the city to desegregate its transportation, showing national audiences the potential of
nonviolent resistance to create change.50 The years after Montgomery brought subsequent national
protest that manifested on the local level like Lunch Counter Sit-in Movement of 1960 the Freedom
Rides from of 1961 to desegregate transit, and the 1963 March on Washington that culminated in
Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous I Have a Dream speech. Images of these nonviolent demonstrations
of black resistance—carried out in many locations across former-slave-owning states—have become
the iconic representation of the black struggle for civil rights, with exhibits for each protest in the
National Civil Rights Museum and units in history books across the country. However, less-discussed
civil rights events of this era began in 1964, as tensions were stirring in American cities outside of the
South.
Despite early of uprising activity before the Civil Right Era, the summer of 1964 ushered in the
most concentrated period of black uprising in history (1964-1968), when seven uprisings occurred
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throughout the American northeast in the summer of 1964. The states of New York and New Jersey
experienced the largest number of uprisings, with events in Harlem, Bedford Stuyvesant, Rochester,
Jersey City, Patterson, and Elizabeth. An uprising in Philadelphia rounded out northeastern disturbances
in 1964, while Chicago’s August uprising showed tensions were not localized to the northeast. A
year later, in 1965, California governor Edmund Brown formed the Governor’s Commission on the
Los Angeles Riots (referred to as the McCone Commission because of chairman John McCone) to
examine an uprising in Watts, California. The commission saw Watts as a continuation of these events
in 1964, “each a symptom of sickness in the center of our cities.”51 According to the findings of the
McCone Commission, the 1964 cluster was caused by: a lack of low-skill jobs for black workers, a lack
of adequate schooling “designed to meet the special needs of the disadvantaged Negro child,” and
resentment of police as authority figures.52 The McCone commission asserted that “mass violence
[supplied] a momentary relief from the malaise” of crowded ghetto life. Across all seven events during
1964, 5 people were killed, over 900 were injured, and over 1,000 stores were damaged.
After rumblings of discontent in 1964, the largest and most destructive uprising to date took place in
the Los Angeles neighborhood of Watts in 1965. Black discontent became an established part of the
United States public consciousness with the Watts Uprising: the deadliest event of civil disturbance
the US had seen since the beginning of the century. Many did not expect frustrations to boil over in
such a way in Watts, especially since Congress had passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964–prohibiting
employment discrimination and discrimination in public settings–just a year before. Although, as
members of the McCone Commission stated, circumstances for black Americans in Los Angeles
were much better than in the south, and “the opportunity [for them] to succeed [there was] probably
unequaled in any other major American city,”53 Los Angeles shared similar education, job, and housing
quality issues as cities affected by the disorders of 1964. This event will be discussed in more detail
to assess local issues, chronology, and outcomes in Chapter 4. The uprising in Watts signaled the
beginning of a string of large-scale uprisings in cities across America as black Americans exposed the
sharp divide between the optimism of Civil Rights legislation and actual on-the-ground conditions for
black people.
With over 160 events in one year, 1967’s “Long Hot Summer” or “Summer of Rage” helped redefine
what a “riot” was to Americans. Up to the 1940s, racially motivated riots had been those perpetrated
by white Americans, most often against black Americans. Although these events of the 1960s were
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called riots, the way they played out in local settings differed from riots of the 1910s. Events in 1967
did occur within black neighborhoods, but were carried out by the black community and frequently
resulted in the destruction of black neighborhoods.54 Although fires broke out in conjunction with
several of these events, many of the buildings that burned did so accidentally.55 The targets of most
damage were commercial buildings, usually run by white outsiders in black communities. These events
were the culmination of years of lacking municipal services, isolation of black communities, and
general discrimination.56 These “riots” occurred in cities across the US (full city list in Appendix) and
are the largest cluster of violent protest events to date. Closing out the Civil Rights Era in 1968, there
was another burst of over 60 violent events in reaction to Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination.57
Many of these events occurred in the same cities as in 1967 (see Appendix) and were caused by
continuations of similar underlying issues, compounded with grief and rage over King’s death.

Post-Civil Rights Era
This activity did not carry into immediate decades, as uprisings the 1970s and 80s did not prove
to be as frequent as in the 60s, and violent events took a different tone. While police mistreatment
of black communities had been an underlying issue–and sometimes a triggering factor–for events
before 1968, this issue began to take precedent. One event that addressed this issue was the Miami
uprising of 1980. This event, the most destructive violent event to occur in America since 1968,
resulted in 17 deaths and over $100 million of property damage to the city.58 Some events in this
period did not directly relate to police violence, like the during 1977 New York Blackout. During
this event, a city-wide blackout, coupled with high crime and unemployment resulted in looting and
arson in sixteen neighborhoods across New York City.59 According to Time Magazine, violence in
three neighborhoods--Harlem, Bedford-Stuyvesant, and South Bronx--reached levels comparable to
violence after Martin Luther King’s assassination in 1968.60
While issues of spatial inequality still remained as underlying reasons for later 20th century and early
21st century uprisings, police violence quickly became the main issue participants in uprisings cited as
driving their actions. Perhaps the most famous uprising in recent history is the LA Uprising in reaction
to Rodney King’s videotaped police beating in 1992. Other events, like the 1990 Benton Harbor,
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Michigan Uprising and the 1996 St. Petersburg, Florida Uprisings, rounded out the 1990s. In the 2000s
uprisings were more isolated and less frequent, with activity in Cincinnati and Akron, Ohio in 2001
and 2009, respectively.
From 2010 until the present-day uprisings have been growing in frequency, largely due to highly
publicized killings of black men by (usually) white police officers. Recent events share triggering
factors with their predecessors but have a different level of organization than those of the past.
Black Lives Matter (BLM) was founded in 2013 after the murder of Trayvon Martin and his killer’s
acquittal. The stated purpose of BLM is as follows: “Black Lives Matter is an ideological and political
intervention in a world where Black lives are systematically and intentionally targeted for demise. It
is an affirmation of Black folks’ humanity, our contributions to this society, and our resilience in the
face of deadly oppression.”61 Since 2013, the presence of a national organizing force has afforded
these events higher media presence on a national scale, making them a popular topic of conversation
in academic settings. Uprisings in Ferguson and Oakland in 2014, Baltimore in 2015, and Milwaukee
and Charlotte in 2016 all were reactions against police brutality, with events in each city receiving
a great deal of attention through both social media and traditional media like newspapers and TV
news. Because these events are so close to the present, it is too early to begin conversation about
their heritage recognition. Perhaps they will one day be remembered and reexamined in the same way
uprisings of the 60s have been, but that remains to be seen.
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Since one of the major tasks of this thesis involves reframing violent Civil Rights Era protests for
reevaluation, it is important to use correct terminology when describing events. The labeling of protest
events can be almost as fraught as the event itself, and one of the main undertakings of this thesis is
to shift the way history labels (and therefore remembers) violent protest in the Civil Rights Era. An
event named “The Harlem Riot” has a much different connotation than “The Harlem Revolution” for
reasons which will be discussed below. The Oxford English Dictionary definition of riot is “A violent
disturbance of the peace by a crowd; an outbreak of violent civil disorder or lawlessness.”1 The official
US legal definition of riot expands on the Oxford English Dictionary, describing a riot as:
A public disturbance involving (1) an act or acts of violence by one or more persons
part of an assemblage of three or more persons, which act or acts shall constitute a
clear and present danger of, or shall result in, damage or injury to the property of
any other person or to the person of any other individual or (2) a threat or threats
of the commission of an act or acts of violence by one or more persons part of an
assemblage of three or more persons having, individually or collectively, the ability
of immediate execution of such threat or threats, where the performance of the
threatened act or acts of violence would constitute a clear and present danger of, or
would result in, damage or injury to the property of any other person or to the person
of any other individual.2
These definitions allude to aspects of motivation and organization that characterize riots in a general
sense. Based on these definitions and the data gathered for this thesis, a riot is an angry reaction to
a community grievance. As mentioned in the dictionary definition, riots are lawless, disorganized,
and without a formal leader. Much attention has been paid to identifying a “typical rioter,” especially
for those involved in events of the late 1960s. For these events specifically, the typical participant is
marginalized and speaking out to achieve equal social standing to others in society. However, for riots
of the early 20th century, the “typical rioter” was not necessarily disempowered. Participants of this
period may have perceived themselves as marginalized by “encroaching” black communities, but in
reality, they were of much higher social standing.
Violent black protest events of the Civil Rights Era have all been united under the same label of
“riot.” Naming these particular events in this way is particularly problematic because it associates Civil
Rights Era events with those of the early 20th century with racist intents. The violent events of this
period had completely different motivations than those of the early 20th century, and thus should
not be grouped under the same label. A combination of governmental rhetoric and scholarly work
has informed the present-day labeling of violent events. Both of these avenues that have ascribed the
“riot” label to Civil Rights Era violent events must be unpacked to understand the origins of this name
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and to look towards newer, more nuanced labels.

Established Quantitative Metrics
This thesis will not analyze the unfolding of all events cataloged for research. Sociologists, criminologists,
and historians have already quantified several different metrics to apply to riots for analysis. One
aspect of this analysis is quantifying physical violence to both people and property. Government
reports, police reports, and newspapers used in this research generally use the same criteria to classify
property damage to buildings and vehicles–vandalism, breaking windows, arson, and overturning (for
vehicles only)–as well as for violence to humans–beating, lynching (for early events), hospitalizations,
and murders. These criteria along with financial ramifications of such physical violence help quantify
the scale of these events for comparison against one another. Another criterion used to establish scale
is the number of people involved in the incident. As mentioned before, riots must involve more than
three people, but the events studied here involved hundreds and even thousands of participants. The
area affected by physical violence varies greatly by event, but generally involves the majority of the built
fabric in one or more neighborhoods, based on events in this thesis’ catalog. Riots can last anywhere
from one day to one week, but violent activity does not have to remain at a constant level throughout
its duration. Some form of government response signals the end of a riot, whether it be local police
or national forces such as SWAT or the National Guard. The level of this response is then quantified
based on the number of arrests during the government response. A riot is considered over when
no incidences of physical violence occur for more than one day. These quantitative metrics present
violent events in a way that allows researchers to compare them and study their causes, connotations,
and implications.

Government Rhetoric
Beyond legal and dictionary definitions, commissions immediately after violent events have also
informed the way “riots” are defined. There were few commissions immediately following early violent
event clusters of the 1910s and 1920s. One attempt to study the violence of the period occurred in
1918 when Congress formed a special committee to investigate events in East St. Louis in 1917.
The Committee’s report contains a great deal of victim blaming, describing the violence committed
against black communities while simultaneously listing the increase in black crime3 and resultant “mire
of lawlessness and unshamed corruption”4 that fueled a “natural racial aversion [to find] expression
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in mob violence.”5 While there is a great deal of description of specific instances of violence during
events in East St. Louis, there is little examination of the people who perpetrated violence against
the local black community. The definition of “riot” in this report is inferred rather than explicit,
based on its classification of East St. Louis as a community. By placing so much emphasis on the
seemingly seedy nature of East St. Louis, the report seems to classify this type of violence–against
black communities–as justified.
It is not entirely clear why so few events of this period received national attention in the way of
committees or commissions. East St. Louis could have been the most governmentally studied because
it resulted in so many casualties, more than preceding events. The newly founded NAACP could
have also played a role since, as will be discussed in Chapter 5, the newly founded group protested
in reaction to the violence of East St. Louis. There were, of course, local police reports for those
involved in the violence, but these documents were mostly catalogs of crimes. Of the violent event
cluster of 1919, the only events to be analyzed by a committee were in Chicago. This commission’s
report describes mainly white assailants as hoodlums and chastises police for arresting more black
riot participants than white.6 It is unclear why this specific city was the only one of the 1919 cluster
to receive government attention. The only other affected city of the period to receive (very delayed)
national study was Tulsa, Oklahoma. In 1996, the Oklahoma Commission to Study the Tulsa Race
Riot of 1921 was formed. The Tulsa Riot Commission released their report in 2001, eighty years
after Tulsa’s Greenwood neighborhood was destroyed. Although commissions may not have been
commonplace in this early wave of violent events, they were integral to the study of events during the
Civil Rights Era.
In 1965, the McCone Commission’s report after events in Watts described participants as being
“caught up in an insensate rage of destruction”7 in a “spasm”8 of violence. The report concluded
that events in Watts were “an explosion–a formless, quite senseless, all but hopeless violent protest–
engaged in by a few but bringing great distress to all.”9 The report described conditions in Los Angeles
that could have made such an event possible, but shifted the blame away from local issues and towards
outside contributors, stating “the angry exhortations and the resulting disobedience to law in many
parts of our nation appear to have contributed importantly to the feeling of rage which made the Los
Angeles riots possible.”10 The McCone Commission also continued earlier trends of victim-blaming
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and warned that, “no amount of money, no amount of effort, no amount of training will raise the
disadvantaged Negro to the position he seeks and should have within this community–a position of
equality–unless he himself shoulders a full share of the responsibility for his own well being.”11
Just three years after the McCone Commission was released, and after the largest cluster of violent
events in 1967, the Kerner Commission attempted to redefine what “riot” meant for the Civil Rights
Era. Longer than any reports that preceded it, the Kerner Commission contains an overall historical
analysis of black American history that led to violent events in 1967, from slavery to Black Power.
Additionally, Kerner profiled eight of the largest violent events of 1967 –including Tampa, Florida;
Cincinnati, Ohio; and Detriot Michigan–12and devised charts to map law enforcement involvement
and duration of over forty events.13 From these analyses, the Kerner Commission concluded, in
contradiction earlier commissions’ reports, that “the most fundamental [cause of 1967’s events] is the
racial attitude and behavior of white Americans toward black Americans… white racism is essentially
responsible for the explosive mixture which has been accumulating in our cities since the end of
World War II.”14 Kerner identifies several contributing factors to unrest in cities across America in
1967 including conditions in racial ghettos, unemployment, social disorganization, and differences
between the black and white immigrant experience.15 Using the data it gathered to classify and quantify
events of 1967, the Kerner Commission determined that “most of those who attacked white authority
and property seemed to be demanding fuller participation in the social order and the material benefits
enjoyed by the vast majority of American citizens”16 and that “the typical rioter was not a hoodlum,
habitual criminal or riffraff ”17 While the Kerner Commission still uses “riot” as a term to describe the
events of 1967, it’s findings seek to shift the understanding of the word away from associations with
early 20th century riots.

Scholarly Work
Both government commission and scholars informed each other’s views on Before historians began
to reframe black history with the distance of time, classifying events of civil uprising as anything other
than riots was reserved for slave history. In the context of slave revolts, there was a neatly delivered
“bad guy” that historians agreed on, so labeling these events as a “rebellion” or “revolt” was relatively
Governor’s Commission, Violence in the City, 85
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non-controversial. However, scholars of the Civil Rights Era had to deal with much more nuanced
definitions of “good” and “bad” when they examined events of civil disobedience in the period.
One of the major proponents of using “riot” to label the “senseless” violence of the Civil Rights Era
was Edward Banfield, a political scientist who wrote extensively on urban issues in the 1960s and 70s. In
1968, Banfield wrote one of his most famous books, The Unheavenly City, which analyzed and proposed
solutions to urban issues of overcrowding, poverty, and congestion, among others. When addressing
issues of race in urban centers, Banfield reacted against literature classifying Watts as a manifestation
of black anger at mistreatment by titling a chapter in his book, “Rioting Mainly for Fun and Profit.”
This hyperbolic chapter title sums up Banfield’s opinion of the uprisings of the 1960s. Banfield breaks
down “riots” into four “simple types:” the rampage, the foray for pillage, the outburst of righteous
indignation, and the demonstration18. A rampage, for example, is “an outbreak of high spirits. Young
men, especially, are naturally restless, in search of excitement, thrills, ‘action.’”19 Outbursts of righteous
indignation, on the other hand, are reserved for the working class who seek justice at all costs for
perceived wrongdoing, no matter the reality of the situation. The noblest expression of discontent as
put forth by Banfield is the demonstration, the tool of the middle and upper classes. Demonstrations
have established leadership and maintain their moral high ground due to the moral superiority that
accompanies the avoidance of violence. By breaking down “riots” into these categories, Banfield
tries to rid the label of a racial connotation and instead pushes a class understanding of urban unrest.
Banfield remains skeptical of black Americans of the time fighting back against a label of “riot” since,
as he sees it, none of those involved can produce a leader or cohesive goal. Banfield aligns more with
assertions made by the McCone commission and much earlier analyses of violent events, concluding
that these events occurred in some part because of shortcomings in the black community.
By 1970, Robert M. Fogelson published his thoughts on the classification of violent events of the
1960s, taking a very different view from his predecessor, Edward Banfield. Fogelson had a more
sympathetic view of event participants, asserting that portions of the destruction that resulted from
events throughout the 1960s were accidental20 and that participants in 1960s violent events “have
displayed restraint and selectivity”21 in carrying out violent acts. Fogelson shied away from a simplistic
view that black Americans were lashing out because they hated the police, or because they wanted
to destroy their own neighborhoods for fun, as Banfield had asserted.22 Instead, Fogelson proposed
Edward C. Banfield, The Unheavenly City Revisited (Boston: Little, Brown, 1974), 213.
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that “the violence of the 1960s riots can only be understood as a manifestation of the grievances
of the black ghettos.”23 To define “riot” Fogelson separates rioting from looting, arson, and assault,
rather than including those more violent actions in an overall definition of the event. Fogelson defines
rioting as “milling in the streets, defying the patrolmen, denouncing the authorities, threatening the
reporters, violating the curfews–all of which created the setting for more serious attacks on property
and persons.”24 In the years following the publication of this article scholarly attention moved towards
a different understanding of “riots” and “rioters” with more complexity than previously presented.
In 1973, scholars David O. Sears and John McConahay asserted that “rioters” were not from the
“underclass” as previous theorists and widely circulated government commissions suggested or stated
explicitly. Sears and McConahay, both psychologists and social scientists, used data collected by both
the McCone and Kerner commissions to create a new profile of a “rioter” that was more nuanced
than the profiles in both commissions’ reports. “New Urban Blacks,” as Sears and McConahay called
them, born and socialized in the northern and western US and socialized in an urban setting, so talk of
urban discontent was familiar to them.25 Additionally, New Urban Blacks had, at minimum, high school
education26 and those who were arrested during uprisings had no previous contact with police27–thus
disproving the “riffraff theory.”28 Instead of presenting uprisings as outbursts of senseless anger and
violence, Sears and McConahay frame the events as “an alternate mechanism of grievance redress,
which many blacks resorted to because they believed normal mechanisms had not worked satisfactorily.
That is, it served as a functional equivalent to other more conventional techniques for social change,”29
like nonviolent protest. Sears and McConahay’s research built on and bolstered the previous research
of Fogelson, and began to indicate that a more complex analysis and understanding of events of the
1960s, beyond what was presented in government reports, was necessary.
A later historian, Jonathan Rieder examines the connotations of earlier definitions of “riot” in his
1985 biography of Brooklyn’s Canarsie and its population. Interviews with Canarsie residents reveal
the moral judgment that comes with classifying black disturbances as “riots.” Rieder interviewed a
school teacher working for a civil rights organization who commented,
It’s a pity that pressure was required for blacks to get anywhere. In the beginning,
it was bloodless, they followed the Gandhian philosophy. But later it became more
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bloody, and I felt conflicted emotionally and intellectually. I think there’s a belligerence
about blacks today. They are always yelling, ‘Why you pickin’ on us blacks?’30
Through his study, Rieder shows the implications of riot classification on the “new liberal” middle
class in New York–and by extension, the rest of the United States–that was more politically rightleaning than in years before. The results of this study show that although much work had been done
in academia to add more nuance to the definition of “riot”, the average American’s perception of riots
remained largely the same.

Associated Terms and Alternates
Since there has been a push for alternative terminology for Civil Rights Era violent protest events in
the past decades, events have come to be known by a variety of different names. Sometimes, these
terms are even used interchangeably, regardless of connotation. However, in order to reframe the way
history remembers these events, it is important to distinguish the underlying attitudes that accompany
certain labels. As with the events themselves, the terminology used to describe violent protest events
are vast and interconnected. This section will examine terminology used to describe and qualify events
themselves as well as those that describe event participants. Additionally, since this thesis deals not
only with describing events but also investigating their place in memory, this section will also present
terminology used to describe heritage interventions to present these events to the public.
As previously mentioned connotations of terminology associated with protest events are complex and
subject to a variety of interpretations. The tables below represent the different terminology used to
describe the events studied in this thesis. The terms are separated based on their connotation according
to this research, from negative connotations (with associations to crime) to positive connotations
(seen as justifiable action). While the terms listed here are grouped for comparative clarity, they do
intersect with and modify the connotations of each other. For example, a “nonviolent conflict” has a
more positive connotation than a “destructive protest”, even though “conflict” has a more negative
connotation than “protest.”
Event-Specific Terminology
Negative
Conflict
Disorder

Neutral
Civil disobedience
Discontent

Positive
Resistance
Revolt

Jonathan Rieder, Canarsie: The Jews and Italians of Brooklyn against Liberalism, 7th ed. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 1985), 70.
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Riot
Unrest
Uproar

March
Protest

Revolution
Uprising

Event Qualifiers
Negative
Deadly

Neutral

Positive
Nonviolent

Destructive

Peaceful

Violent
Casualty*
Arrested*
Damage*
*these terms serve to qualify the scale of events

Event Participant Terminology
Negative
Hoodlum
Perpetrator

Neutral
Actor
Participant

Positive
Victim

Rioter
Thug
Beyond analyzing events themselves, this thesis analyzes the heritage implications of the above
classifications. In most cases, the remaining physical fabric that would indicate an event of civil
disobedience in the Civil Rights Era does not exist. As such, heritage professionals have intervened in
a variety of ways to revive the memory of events on their sites. The interventions uncovered through
this research vary in permanence, length of experience, and accessibility. The matrix below presents
these interventions based on permanence, physicality, and amount of sites involved. Permanence
refers to the lasting presence of the heritage intervention over time. A stone statue, for example,
is highly permanent and will remain on its site. A fabric art installation, on the other hand, is a less
permanent intervention that will fade in readability over time. Physicality refers to the type of media
that comprises the heritage intervention. A statue would have a high level of physicality while an
online oral history would have lower physicality levels. Amount of sites refers to the number of
locations where any given heritage intervention can be accessed. Trails and walking tours have higher
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amounts of sites than a memorial gravestone, for example. Additionally, the table below lists terms
that qualify the interventions presented in the matrix based on descriptions found throughout this
research.
Intervention Matrix

Artistic
Interpretive

Intervention Qualifiers
Documentary
On-site
Reflective

Ephemeral
Participatory

Conclusion
Ultimately, the labeling of an event affects the way it is remembered in history. Labeling events as
riotous and without reason devalues them in the eyes of history. It is very telling that the only two
commemorated violent events uncovered in this research are both events that have been recently
relabeled and recontextualized to reference the complex history of the Civil Rights Era. Since these
events are considered senseless, there is no use remembering them in any formalized way. However,
the increase in research about the relationship of heritage to civil rights has the potential to bring
this conversation to a more public national stage. After violent events of the past decade, there has
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been an increasing amount of conversation around not only redefining what “riot” means in the
past and the present, but in completely relabeling these events to reflect their nuanced causes and
participants. These conversations are increasingly occurring in national media outlets like public radio
or cable news. A National Public Radio podcast, Code Switch, addressed the present-day discourse
around these events during an interview with sociologist Karen Sternheimer. Sternheimer presents
a definition of “riot” informed by her predecessors: “riots are characterized by unruly mobs, often
engaging in violence and mayhem”31 However, she also introduces alternate terminology into the
conversation, stating:
Unlike a riot, a rebellion tends to be more organized and has clearer goals for change.
Rebellions can be violent or non-violent, and they are often characterized by attempts
to change the social order in some way. Rather than merely blowing off steam fueled
by anger, participants see their actions as part of a larger rebellion that aims to create
policy changes.32
This concept of relabeling is also being discussed on cable news broadcasts in the middle of coverage
of present-day violent events. During coverage of violent events in Baltimore following Freddie
Gray’s death in 2015, commentator and professor, Marc Lamont Hill asserted that “I’m calling these
uprisings… and I think it’s an important distinction to make.”33 While this conversation around labels
is still very new and has not been extensively published in academic journals, it is clear that scholars
of the fields of sociology, psychology, and history have already influenced public discourse outside of
academia. It is up to the heritage field to elevate this conversation and present new ways to interpret
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While the effects of racism are felt in communities across the United States, the history of Civil Rights
Era struggle by black Americans is not generally presented as a nationwide story. When asked to name
places important to civil rights or the events in the Civil Rights Era, many are likely to respond with a
list of select cities or states. Mississippi, Georgia, and Alabama may appear on many lists as the locus
of the fight for black American civil rights. But how many people–especially white Americans–would
include New Jersey, Illinois, or California? The history of the Civil Rights Era has long been written as
one of peaceful protest in the southern United States. For the purposes of this thesis, Southern states
will be defined as all states and territories that were slave-owning at the start of the Civil War. While
it is true that black Americans faced great discrimination in America’s South, black Americans across
the United States still dealt with the prejudices of their neighbors. A narrow view of the history of the
Civil Rights Era is focused on non-violent protest in the south, presenting a neat package with a clear
“bad guy” and a clear “winner” within limited territory. However, to ignore the more complicated civil
rights struggles happening in cities and states outside of the former slave-owning south is to present
an incomplete narrative of a the history of the Civil Rights Era in all its complexity. The following
maps, with their analysis of Civil Rights Era event sites and their heritage recognition status, identify
areas where narratives of black American struggle are being underrepresented, and where there is
potential to integrate these sites into a more comprehensive presentation of the Civil Rights Era.

Sources and Methodology
The maps in this chapter present uprising sites identified in the site catalog to understand where
they took place. Beyond the catalog itself, the data in these maps brings together several datasets to
examine uprisings, riots, nonviolent protest, and their commemoration. An initial sweep of secondary
sources like The Encyclopedia of American Race Riots and Race Relations in the United States for input into
the chronological catalog revealed sparse data about specific locations of protest or uprising clusters.
As stated earlier in the research methodology, secondary sources would often identify only major
cities where uprising or nonviolent protest occurred, and group events in smaller cities under a catchall name for each cluster. For example, sources might say, “The Summer of Rage affected Chicago,
Detroit, Newark and over 60 cities across the United States” or, “The Journey of Reconciliation was
a nonviolent protest movement where protesters rode buses across the South.” While it was useful
to have these period monikers for further research, it became necessary to consult supplemental data
repositories to create more detailed lists that went beyond the identification of “newsworthy” uprising
or protest sites.
Surveying secondary sources on general American black history did identify certain landmark events
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in the Civil Rights Era for mapping. The Montgomery Bus Boycott, the Selma to Montgomery March
and the March on Washington, for example, are iconic Civil Rights Era events that were easy to map
and place in the chronological catalog. However, movements that spanned multiple locations, like the
Journey of Reconciliation, The Freedom Rides, and The Lunch Counter Sit-ins, were much more
difficult to geolocate. After compiling base data from secondary sources, more detailed datasets for
nonviolent sites of protest came primarily from maps. Maps from the Library of Congress1 helped
identify destination cities for the Journey of Reconciliation and Freedom Rides movements. In
addition, a list of sit-in cities from the International Civil Rights Center and Museum2 helped to round
out specific cities involved in Lunch Counter Sit-ins.
Similar to nonviolent protest sites, identifying uprising and riot sites proved challenging. While
secondary sources called out major individual events like Tulsa’s 1921 riot or Los Angeles’ Rodney
King uprising in 1992, they rarely identified chronological clusters of less prominent riot or uprising
events individually. Since there has been so much scholarly attention in the past decade on major
cities where The Red Summer, the Long Hot Summer, and the post-King Assassination uprisings
occurred, it was easy to identify events during those periods in cities like New York, Detroit, Chicago,
and Los Angeles. Cataloging and geolocating events in cities like Blakely, Georgia; New London,
Connecticut; or Beaumont, Texas proved more difficult. Detailed lists of Red Summer events in
1919 came from both present-day and contemporary secondary sources. Cameron McWhirter’s 2011
book Red Summer contained a very useful map listing many Red Summer sites.3 This list was further
expanded with a 1919 New York Times article listing each city that experienced race-related violence at
the time.4 Specific city locations for 1964 events came from a list in the 1965 Governor’s report created
in response to the Watts uprising, commonly called the McCone Commission.5 Although uprisings in
large cities during 1967 were easily identifiable in preliminary survey sources, the catalog was expanded
using a list of the year’s events from the 1968 Report of the National Advisory Commission on Civil
Disorders, or the Kerner Commission6, which was meant to identify causes and trends for events
throughout the Long Hot Summer. The list of events in the 1968 Post King-assassination uprisings
Associated Press Newsfeature, “Background Map: 1961 Freedom Rides,” map, 1962, http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/
aaohtml/exhibit/aopart9b.html#0904.
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came primarily from a map in Clay Risen’s A Nation on Fire7, although the map only specifically calls
out cities where federal troops or the National Guard were called. Although the map shows a large
number of cities that only required local police, it does not name these cities or list the map’s source.
In the absence of a comprehensive government report to reference, data from this period should
especially be considered incomplete.
Some of the data and maps used in this thesis were already compiled in a usable GIS or map format for
analysis. Data used to identify commemorated sites, for example, is partially made up of a dataset from
the Institute of Museum and Library Services. According to the its download page, this dataset pulls
information from “IMLS administrative data and records, Internal Revenue Service (IRS) nonprofit
data (e.g., 990, 990-EZ, 990-N), lists of grantees from private foundations, museum associations, and
data obtained from third-party commercial vendors”8 to geolocate American Museums. To make the
dataset usable for this thesis, it was necessary to isolate Civil Rights-related museums and historical
societies from the overall list. This was done through a series of SQL selections within GIS that
selected any museum with “black” or “Civil Rights” in its legal name. This narrowed dataset was
then double-checked for selection errors. Apart from this dataset, the only information that was not
hand-compiled specifically for this thesis is the Great Migration census map that is discussed in the
Geospatial Analysis section.
Heritage recognition data gathering was accomplished using a variety of compiled sources. Each stop
on the Civil Rights Trail is considered an individual heritage site for the purposes of this thesis. The
Civil Rights Trail, an initiative between the tourism boards of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia,
Kansas, Kentucky Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Virginia, Washington D.C., and West Virginia, brings together state-designated Civil Rights sites in
a cohesive Civil Rights experience. Data points for Trail sites within these states were available for
download from the Trail’s website. These data points were then overlaid with qualifying museums
from the IMLS culled database established above. Finding commemoration locations for uprising sites
proved more challenging. There is no official entity keeping data on uprising site commemoration, so
research was done in a more ad hoc way through news reports about plaques being erected at certain
sites. Because of this time-consuming process, it was not possible to do in-depth research into each
individual riot and uprising site. The memorials for Civil Rights Era sites shown in the map below were
identified through case study research—Detroit was a case study, and Newark was considered as a case
study, so it’s memorial was uncovered in early stages while attempting to narrow case study selections.
Clay Risen, A Nation on Fire: America in the Wake of the King Assassination (Hoboken, N.J.: John Wiley & Sons, 2009).
Institute of Museum and Library Services, “Museum Data Files,” https://www.imls.gov/research-evaluation/datacollection/museum-data-files.
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Geospatial Analysis
As previously mentioned, the narrative of Black Struggle seems to be limited to include sites of
nonviolent civil disturbance during the Civil Rights Era. These events of civil disturbance include sitins, integrated bus rides, marches, and other nonviolent protests from 1954-1968. As Map 1 shows, the
majority of nonviolent protest events in the Civil Rights Era occurred within the boundaries of the
former-slave-owning South. Nonviolent protest during this era manifested in several different ways.
The period contained marches, such as Martin Luther King Jr.’s March on Washington in 1963 and
the Selma to Montgomery March—also led by King—in 1965. Sit-ins, both in lunch counters and on
buses had the most widespread occurrence across the South. Lunch counter sit-ins were common as
a form of protest, with over sixty occurring in 1960. The Freedom Rides were also a type of sit-in, as
black protestors occupied seats in white-only sections in buses traveling across state lines throughout
1961. These events were inspired by earlier protests of the same intent in 1947, called the Journey of
Reconciliation. Events shown in this map form the official narrative of the Civil Rights Movement,
with all of them appearing in the US State Department’s official narrative of the period.9
As shown in Map 2, sites of Civil Rights Era nonviolent protest are frequently marked as heritage
in a variety of ways. For the purposes of this map, a memorial is defined as a marker, plaque, or
statue on the site of the memorialized event. Sites with memorials often have a combination of
multiple forms. The museums identified on this map serve to indicate the marking of certain cities as
important to the Civil Rights Movement. Museums are not necessarily dedicated solely to describing
specific events in each city, but rather the entire Civil Rights Movement, thus bolstering the idea
that the narrative of the Civil Right Era rests in these key cities and states. The Lorraine Motel is
one example of such a museum, officially known as the National Civil Rights Museum. Siting this
museum in Memphis underscores the importance of that city within the narrative of civil rights
through nonviolence even though, as shown in Map 5, Memphis also experienced violent uprising
in the same time period. States like Mississippi and Georgia have a historic marker program that has
contributed to these sites’ commemorations. Mississippi’s Freedom Trail has commemorated events
like the Hernando, Mississippi March Against Fear and several sit-ins across Jackson, Mississippi with
standardized plaques placed at key locations in the cities. Each plaque contains a small historical
statement describing the importance of the site to the Civil Rights Movement overall and listing any
famous figures involved. Both museums and memorials come together to form a cohesive narrative
of the Civil Rights Era, one of nonviolent protest across the South.
Michael Jay Friedman, Free at Last: The U.S. Civil Rights Movement, ed. George Clack (U.S. Department of State: Bureau
of International Information Programs, 2008), https://photos.state.gov/libraries/amgov/30145/publications-english/
free-at-last.pdf.
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Map 1: Civil Rights Era Nonviolent Direct Actions (1954-1968)

Map 2: Heritage Recognition of Civil Rights Era Nonviolent Direct Actions (1954-1968)
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The memorials and museums shown in Map 2 are a part of a larger push to identify and catalog
heritage related to civil rights beyond the Civil Rights Era. As mentioned before, two major reports
have influenced the way present-day scholars look at heritage and civil rights: SPLC’s Whose Heritage?
Public Symbols of the Confederacy (Map 3) and EJI’s Lynching in America: Confronting the Legacy
of Racial Terror (Map 4). SPLC’s map presents Confederate monuments on public land across the
United States that have been erected since the end of the Civil War, with the majority residing in the
South. One major finding of this study intersects with the work of this thesis: the two clusters of
monument erection activity were in the 1900s and 1920s (in the same period as the first major clusters
of violent events studied in this thesis) and during the Civil Rights Era. EJI’s efforts to catalog terror
lynchings of the late 19th to mid 20th century intersects findings of this thesis as well. As discussed
in Chapter 1, terror lynchings were a major contributing factor to the migration of black Americans
to northern cities where uprisings later proliferated. These two studies could explain the amount of
Civil Rights Era commemoration in the South: to combat Confederate heritage and to overcome racial
terror. The results of these studies also help shed light on the power that memorials have in the realm
of civil rights discourse, and the need to expand the definitions of civil rights heritage.
During the same Civil Rights Era period as presented in Map 1 and Map 2, uprisings occurred
throughout the US. While some events did occur in southern states, the majority of events took place
in northern, newly industrialized cities. Some of these occurrences, like Watts in 1965 are considered
benchmark events and have come to characterize the era. Since there were significant numbers of
disturbances in the later parts of the era, some events of 1967 and 1968 are more well known than
others. Events in 1967 in Detroit and Newark are well studied, perhaps because of the damage the cities
sustained during their respective disturbances. In 1968, cities with well known violent events include
Baltimore and Washington D.C. Less well-studied events cities include Seattle, Washington; Rockford,
Michigan; and Plainfield, New Jersey in 1967 and Wilson, North Carolina; York, Pennsylvania; and
Pine Bluff, Arkansas in 1968. Detailed statistics listing the number of those involved in both uprisings
and nonviolent protests during this era are not centrally available for all events mapped here, but in
general, uprisings involved more people per event than did nonviolent protests. Thus, experience
with uprisings was a more significant part of the Black experience during the Civil Rights Era than
nonviolent protest.

41

Map 3: Confederate Memorials on Public Land10

Map 4: Racial Terror Lynchings by County (1877-1950)11
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Although northern violent events were more common and spread further over the whole country,
these events are significantly less memorialized than nonviolent events. As mentioned before,
commemorative efforts in relation to violent event sites are also not compiled in any centralized trail
or database like in the Civil Rights Trail or Museum Database. Through the research undertaken for
this thesis, only two commemorated uprising sites could be identified: one in Detroit, Michigan and
one in Newark, New Jersey. The memorial in Detroit will be discussed further in Chapter 4, as it is a
case study for this thesis. Memorialization in Newark takes the form of a small monument, the size of
a tombstone, which was erected in 1997 to honor the event’s 30th anniversary.12 In conjunction with
this memorial in Newark came a continuation of a conversation that began in the 1980s to rename the
event from the Newark Riot to the Newark Rebellion, reflected in the name of the park that contains
this monument: Rebellion Park.13 As far as this research found, no other physical, on-site memorials
to violent events of this era exist. With this unequal commemoration between violent and nonviolent
Civil Rights Era events, comes an unequal understanding of the period, as the built environment
memorializing the period does not reflect the geospatial reality, that violent events were what most
black Americans experienced in the Civil Rights Era.
As discussed in Chapter 1, the two waves of the Great Migration had a large impact on city
overcrowding which fostered discontent amongst black populations. There are connections between
Great Migration destinations in the First Great Migration and the Second Great Migration. Since
migrants tended to travel along the same routes and to settle in cities with already established black
communities14, black ghettos in cities that had already begun bursting at the seams with the First
Great Migration became even more crowded. This resulted in populations that were primed to rise
up against their conditions with the slightest trigger. Shown in Map 6, there was also an increase in
the number of people migrating out of the South and into northern cities during the Second Great
Migration from 1940-1970. As mentioned in Chapter 1, there was also a difference in the character of
violent events during the First and Second Great Migrations. First Migration violent events manifested
as pushback against this first wave of black Americans in northern cities early in the period. However,
as northern black migration became more common through the 1940s, the nature of violent events
changed, as black Americans began to push back against policies and realities in northern cities that
were not as welcoming as they might seem.

12 Barry Carter, “Monument Remembers Those Who Died in the Newark Riots,” NJ.com, last modified July 9, 2017,
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Map 5: Civil Rights Era “Riots” (1954-1968)

Map 5: Heritage Recognition of Civil Rights Era “Riots” (1954-1968)
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Map 6: First and Second Great Migration Patterns (1910-1970)

Conclusion
While both the composite of all these events and closer looks at each period helps to identify patterns
in uprising activity, these geospatial findings are most useful to preservationists when compared to the
spatialization of peaceful protest events of the Civil Rights Era. The most prominent Civil Rights Era
narrative is dominated by the Civil Rights Trail, with the self-stated aim “to get tourists to cross state
lines and to learn about things that happened in various cities.”15 While civil rights is an important
narrative to present to the largest number of people possible, the narrative is incomplete when it does
not include sites outside of the south that participated in the fight for civil rights. The true reasons for
this spatial exclusion remain unclear: perhaps there are not enough marked uprising sites to contribute
to the “official” narrative of the Civil Rights Trail and Civil Rights Museums, perhaps the keepers of
this narrative don’t see uprisings as small parts of the whole of black struggle. Whatever the reason,
it is up to preservationists to elevate and interpret uprising sites to argue for more inclusive civil rights
representation spatially.

15 Jay Reeves, “Southern States Join to Promote Civil Rights Tourism,” Chicago Tribune, January 16, 2018, [Page #],
https://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/travel/ct-civil-rights-tourism-20180116-story.html.
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Transition Events
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Conclusion
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Since this thesis covers such a large sweep of national sites and evaluating commemoration at every
site would be a great undertaking, these case studies are intended to zoom in to commemorative
techniques at key sites identified in the site catalog. Because it is difficult to gather rich information
on even this comparatively smaller set of sites, the case studies selected here are those that have been
well studied by scholars. As discussed before, there are smaller cities across the United States that have
experienced uprisings during the same periods as these case studies. However, the cases presented
here have a larger wealth of information available for comparison with each other, simply because the
cities are larger and the uprisings more well known. While the focus of this thesis is Civil Rights Era
sites and their associated heritage, some of these case studies fall outside of this period to provide the
deepest and widest possible understanding of the US’s riot and uprising commemorative landscape.
As such, the events addressed in this chapter are spread throughout history and across the country.
The cases presented below can be categorized into early, transition, and core events. As previously
mentioned, the core events discussed throughout this thesis fall within the Civil Rights Era from
1954-1968. Within the Civil Rights Era, the Watts (1965), Detroit (1967), and Chicago (1968) uprisings
are presented here as core event case studies. As these events are also within the same time period,
they share undercurrents of national influences, like the Second Great Migration. However, these
undercurrents manifest in specific ways based on locality during each site’s violent events. These case
studies fall within the period of study for this thesis and represent a wide array of levels of heritage
recognition for violent event sites of the Civil Rights Era, from erasure to physical memorials. In
addition to core events, this case study analysis includes events from outside the established period
of study, both to frame the core events and to present the possibility for more research and heritage
recognition at sites outside of the Civil Rights Era. As an early event, analysis of events and outcomes in
East St. Louis (1917) frames heritage reactions during later core events, even though the circumstances
of this event’s violence–this riot involved white violence on black communities–are different than
the others addressed in this chapter. Analysis of events in Harlem (1943) serves as a transition from
East St. Louis to core events. As previously mentioned in Chapter 2, 1943 was an important year as
a transition from urban rioting to urban uprising–from white racist violence to black violence against
racism. All case studies presented here are addressed in chronological order to establish historical
continuity.
Each case is presented with the same metrics to allow for evaluation and comparison of the sites.
Before the comparison metrics are presented, each site is geographically situated using a site map. This
map shows each riot or uprising extents in the context of their larger urban contexts. Then the context
of each site is examined in a more historical way, analyzing the local conditions that led to outbreaks of
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riot or uprising activity. While local conditions are specific to each city presented here, they do tie back
into national trends laid out in Chapter 2’s national historical review. Next, the trigger of each event
is identified, the breaking point of each city’s local issues that resulted in riot or uprising. Following
each inciting event is the description of what occurred during the site’s riot or uprising. Information
provided in this section may include oral historical accounts, official death tolls, damage reports,
financial damage estimates, and arrest statistics. Finally, this analysis studies the heritage approaches
to each event. Although the original intention of this heritage exploration was to study only physical,
on-site instances, this proved to be difficult for most of these case study sites. Thus, the definition of
heritage technique here has been expanded to include anything–written, painted, or performed–that
preserves or interprets a narrative about riot or uprising events as it relates to each site.

Early Events
East St. Louis (1917)

Drawn from: Malcolm McLaughlin, Power, Community, and Racial Killing in East St. Louis (New York, N.Y.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005)
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The East St. Louis Riots happened in the context of the First Great Migration and its resultant
increase in black laborers moving from cities in former-slave-owning states. East St. Louis was popular
for much development activity until the late 1800s because of its proximity to the Mississippi River
and its frequent floods. The need for industrial land won out, however, and by 1907 East St. Louis was
the center of the St. Louis’ meatpacking, iron, and steel production, aluminum, oil refining, chemical,
railway, glass, and warehousing industries.1 With these industries came an influx of workers. From
1870 to 1915 the black population increased from 1.8 percent of the total population to 10.1 percent,
and by the year of the riot in 1917 the black population had reached 15 percent.2 According to a
House report of the time, 10,000-12,000 black workers came to East St. Louis’ St. Clair County in
19173. In the late 19th and early 20th century, industrial employers generally preferred to hire “nativeborn” white St. Louisans to work skilled jobs, with white European immigrants taking unskilled labor
jobs, and black workers taking the least skilled jobs that were left over.4 However, once World War I
began in 1914, white European workers began returning to their home countries to fight, leaving black
workers to fill their positions. In fact, between 1910 and 1917 black laborers working in East St. Louis
increased from 15 to 40 percent of the total workforce5. As labor unions began to form throughout
the late 19th century, black workers were also frequently brought in as strikebreakers, some were even
transported from the south by industry agents who promised black southerners wages and boarding
if they traveled to East St. Louis6.
Black East St. Louisans lived apart from white factory owners and skilled workers in the neighborhoods
of Brooklyn, Goose Hill, South End, and Denverside. These neighborhoods were not entirely
segregated, as European immigrant populations often lived alongside black populations. Denverside
was the most homogenous black neighborhood7. Although East St. Louis as a whole made efforts
at better city planning after a 1903 flood, sanitary conditions remained poor in low-skilled workers’
neighborhoods, and most dwellings were poorly constructed wooden shacks8. In fact, even after the
riot in 1917, over half of the homes in these neighborhoods failed to meet city sanitation ordinances as
many had no sewers at all9. With the growing black population in East St. Louis, predominantly black
Malcolm McLaughlin, Power, Community, and Racial Killing in East St. Louis (New York, N.Y.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005),
9-10.
2
McLaughlin, Power, Community, 11.
3
East St. Louis riots. Report of the Special Committee authorized by Congress to investigate the East St. Louis riots.
July 15, 1918, H.R. Doc. No. 65-H.Doc. 1231, 2d Sess., at 24 (July 15, 1918), 4.
4
McLaughlin, Power, Community, 15.
5
McLaughlin, Power, Community, 16.
6
East St. Louis riots. Report of the Special Committee authorized by Congress to investigate the East St. Louis riots.
July 15, 1918, H.R. Doc. No. 65-H.Doc. 1231, 2d Sess., at 24 (July 15, 1918), 2.
7
McLaughlin, Power, Community, 23.
8
McLaughlin, Power, Community, 19-22.
9
McLaughlin, Power, Community, 22.
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neighborhoods began to burst at the seams, sometimes encroaching on nearby white neighborhoods
like Alta Sita to the east of Denverside. White neighborhoods saw this blurring of neighborhood
lines as a threat, and bouts of violence on streetcars that ran between white and black neighborhoods
were common, as white East St. Louisans resented having to be in such close quarters with their black
neighbors.
Poor living conditions led to a generally dissatisfied workforce, and racial tensions over jobs were
bubbling under the surface leading up to the summer of 1917. To add to the general aura of racial
conflict, D.W. Griffith’s The Birth of a Nation had its debut showing in East St. Louis in February of
191710. While there are no documented accounts that rioters cited direct inspiration from Griffith’s
film for their actions, it is certain that the images of an invading horde of evil black rapists struck a
chord with white East St. Louisans. White workers were already distrustful of the increasing black
population in the workplace, as they seemingly “stole” jobs from white immigrant workers. Accounts
from the local newspaper, The Daily Journal, did not help to calm tensions either, as the paper ran
a story with the headline, “Negro Brute Seizes White Girl,” the same week as the Birth of a Nation
premiere11.
The event commonly known as the “East St. Louis Riot” was actually the second of two events that
occurred in the city. On May 28, 1917, simmering labor tensions came to a head on when white union
members held a meeting with the city mayor to voice concerns about the black non-union workers
taking industry jobs12. White union members, angry that the mayor was unsupportive about stemming
the tide of black workers, started attacking black people in the streets, pulling them off of streetcars
and throwing stones through windows in black neighborhoods13. The damage from this event was
minor compared to what was to come. Attacks from white East St. Louisans continued throughout
the next week, as large groups of white men drove through Denverside, firing at black residents’
homes14. Finally, on July 2nd a group of black militiamen shot and killed two plainclothes policemen,
believing them to be part of the group of men who had terrorized the neighborhood days before.
The police car, bullet holes and all, was reportedly left in front of the police station, blood still on the
seats15.
The white population of East St. Louis retaliated in full force, as black people were “pursued into their
McLaughlin, Power, Community, 72.
McLaughlin, Power, Community, 73.
12
McLaughlin, Power, Community, 118.
13
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homes, and the torch completed the work of destruction. As they fled from the flames they
were shot down, although many of them came out with uplifted hands, pleading to be spared.16”
A family– mother, father, and teenage son– were killed in the middle of the street in downtown
East St. Louis17. Many were killed on streetcars downtown, as mobs pulled the trolleys off of their
wires to prevent the car from moving, beating black riders with bricks and paving stones18. As the
day continued, rioters began to light fires near the industrial buildings and railroad yards along the
Mississippi River19. Black working-class homes near these buildings burned quickly as the fire spread
since their wood construction provided no fire protection. After the violence had subsided, a St. Louis
Post-Dispatch reporter wrote, “whether [killing two policemen] excuses or palliates a massacre, which
probably included none of the offenders, is something I will leave to apologists for last evening’s
occurrence, if there be any such, to explain.20” The official death toll was listed as 38 black people
and 8 white people, but the NAACP placed the number of casualties at over 100 black people dead.
By the end of July 2, 312 buildings and 44 railroad cars were burned, with damage totaling $393,600
at the time.21
The destruction and death that occurred in East St. Louis were widely publicized, so much so that
the NAACP staged a silent march down 5th Avenue in New York City in solidarity with the victims.
According to the march’s mission statement, the march was intended “to make impossible a repetition
of… East St. Louis, by rousing the conscience of the country and bring the murderers of our brothers,
sisters, and innocent children to justice. We march because we deem it a crime to be silent in the face
of such barbaric acts.22”
There have been some efforts at keeping conversation about the East St. Louis Riots alive. In 2017,
the 1917 Centennial Commission and Cultural Initiative was founded to commemorate 100 years since
the riots. The commission was a coalition of organizations like the Urban League of Metro St. Louis
and the East St. Louis Chapter of the NAACP, the East St. Louis local government, and scholars
from nearby institutions like Washington University in St. Louis, St. Louis University, University of
East St. Louis riots. Report of the Special Committee authorized by Congress to investigate the East St. Louis
riots, 4.
17
Harper Barnes, Never Been a Time: The 1917 Race Riot That Sparked the Civil Rights Movement (New York: Walker, 2008),
134.
18
Barnes, Never Been, 136.
19
Barnes, Never Been, 138
20
Carlos F. Hurd, “Post-Dispatch Man, an Eye-Witness, Describes Massacre of Negroes,” St. Louis Post-Dispatch (St.
Louis, MO), July 3, 1917, Web.
21
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22
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Missouri-St. Louis, Southern Illinois University, and St. Louis Community College-Forest Park.23 As
part of one Commission initiative, local historians and designers came together to design a walking
tour through different sites in East St. Louis that have a connection with the riots (Figure 1). Dr.
Charles Lumpkins of Penn State wrote a general overview of the 1917 riots for the pamphlet and Dr.
Andrew Theising of Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville collected and wrote site histories for
each tour stop. The tour is meant to be a self-guided walk aided by a map the Commission distributes.
Each stop on the tour, or “sacred site,” is associated with the story of a certain family or person that
was alive during the riots. Stop 13, for example, tells the story of Scott and Iva Clark, whose home was
burned by white rioters. Rioters chased the Clarks out of their burnt house and through neighboring
houses until eventually catching them along the city’s railroad tracks. While a guard standing on the
track watched, rioters beat Mr. Clark and attempted to hang him, he died of his injuries four days
later.24 Map stops are supplemented with site markers along the street, closely resembling bus stop
signs, with historic photos and an abridged recap of the map site description (Figure 2). There are few
buildings in the physical fabric of East St. Louis remaining from this time in history, so the walking
tour allows participants to imagine events as they were at the time.

Figure 125						

Figure 226

1917 CCCI, “Conference Reflections,” https://web.archive.org/web/20170704205208/http://www.estl1917ccci.org/
xmay-2017-conference-reflections.html.
24 https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58af872fe58c6207ff542b10/t/5952b56b03596e59ce2fa3
af/1498592622149/170602_itinerary.pdf
25
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One physical artifact of the time that does remain is the church bell of Truelight Baptist Church
(Figure 3), which was rung frequently in 1917 to warn black residents of approaching white mobs.27
In its study one year following the riots, Congress claimed that the bells were used to incite rioting, not
warn residents of approaching violence.28 The original Truelight Baptist where the bell was housed no
longer stands, but the church still uses the historic bell to usher in Sunday services in a new building.

Figure 329

According to local resident, Edna Patterson-Petty, events in East St. Louis were never studied in
school, she only learned that there were riots in East St. Louis from her own research.30 However, the
events of 1917 have become more visible through the efforts of the Commission. The tour markers
still remain within the built fabric of East St. Louis, and events organized by the Commission were
heavily covered by the local press. It does seems as though awareness of this event and its heritage are
limited to a local context, however. In the same year as the Commission’s awareness campaign, Google
featured a Google Doodle honoring the NAACP Silent Parade organized in reaction to violence in
East St. Louis. Coverage of the event focuses on the prominence of the Silent Parade as the first act
of mass protest in reaction to violence against black communities and mentions nothing of the events

Micah Stanek, “Sacred Sites”
28 Doug Moore, “Bell that warned of approaching white mobs amid East St. Louis riots in 1917 to ring again,” St.
Louis Post Dispatch, July 3, 2017, https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/bell-that-warned-of-approaching-whitemobs-amid-east-st/article_7f318a3f-dd3f-5db5-ab51-4c54cd16805f.html.
29
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that inspired the march.31 In the coming years, it remains to be seen if awareness about East St. Louis’
violent history will become public knowledge, or if it will again fade from history, waiting for another
anniversary commemoration.

Transition Events
Harlem (1943)

Drawn from: Dominic J. Capeci, The Harlem Riot of 1943 (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1977), 101.

An uprising was never supposed to happen in Harlem. New York City was considered an ideal
destination for southern black Americans migrating northward during the Second Great Migration.
Statewide civil rights legislation made racial discrimination illegal in several facets of life including
jury service, public school admissions, and some forms of public housing32. However, after the Great
Depression black Harlemites began to realize “that the promised land was a slum and that a sharp
distinction existed between civil rights legislation and abject living conditions.”33 Government aid was
Chanelle Hardy, “Confronting racial injustice 100 years after the Silent Parade,” https://www.blog.google/insidegoogle/doodles/confronting-racial-injustice-100-years-after-silent-parade/
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slow to reach Harlem in the years after the Great Depression, and tensions boiled over, causing an
uprising in 1935.34 In 1935, Harlemites protested after a young boy was accused of stealing from a
local store. A picket campaign turned to window-breaking, and the Harlem uprising of 1935 ended
quickly and without any deaths35. Police arrested 75 people, 64 people were injured, and 626 windows
were broken in this event36. Although the 1935 uprising was uneventful compared to what was to
come in the next decade, this event indicated that the already politically active community of Harlem
was uniting over shared grievances in a semi-organized way, unity that would continue into 194537.
Moving into the 1940s, Harlem’s black population grew to such a degree that, according to Central
Harlem’s black population was 63% of the overall black population of Manhattan38. Grievances
regarding housing, medical care, and education, never entirely resolved from 1935, remained in Harlem.
Before and after the Great Depression, discriminatory housing practices created overcrowding, as the
borders of Harlem that black people were allowed to live in were unable to expand. From 1910 to
1930, Harlem’s population increased by 600 percent, while its borders only expanded twenty blocks
north and south and three blocks east and west.39 Harlem’s population did not continue to grow at such
an exponential rate in the years after the Great Depression, as New York City held few government
contracts for war production, and established manufacturing cities like Buffalo and Detroit were
more desirable migration destinations.40 Despite the lack of major population growth throughout
World War II, Harlem remained overcrowded, since its pre-Great Depression borders and lack of
new housing stock was still inadequate for the population living there. In 1942, a group of Harlemites
called the Citywide Citizens Commission on Harlem summed up conditions in Harlem, saying, “the
lack of equitable job opportunities, together with other restrictions constitute the main causes of the
deplorable housing problem, the high incidence of illness, family disorganization, disproportionate
rate of delinquency, and the high incidence of… crime.”41
A major contributing factor to unrest in Harlem was the community’s relationship with NYPD.
Even with Harlem’s majority black population, NYPD officers on patrols in the neighborhood were
overwhelmingly white, and part of a small percentage of white people that would even interact with
black Harlemites on a daily basis.42 Additionally, police frequently raided and closed popular black
34 Cheryl Greenberg, “The Politics of Disorder: Reexamining Harlem’s Riots of 1935 and 1943,” Journal of Urban
History 18, no. 4 (August 1992): 399
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establishments in Harlem, creating animosity towards police in the community.43 For example, in
April 1943, NYPD shut down the Savoy Ballroom, claiming that it was a known hotbed for sex
workers.44 However, the community asserted that the government did not want the Savoy to remain
open because of its integrated dance floor. Appeals to the mayor were unsuccessful, and the Savoy
Ballroom remained shuttered45.
On August 1 a white police officer arrested a black woman, Margie Polite, at the Braddock Hotel. The
Braddock had a reputation for hosting sex workers and was under surveillance by NYPD when Polite
checked in.46 Police raided the hotel and arrested Polite under suspicion of prostitution. A black soldier
named Robert Bandy was also in the lobby at the time, and he tried to intervene in the arrest. After
an altercation with officers, police said Bandy tried to run out of the lobby and was shot by officers.
Bandy claimed that he grabbed an officer’s nightstick to prevent him from hurting Margie Polite, and
was shot when he hesitated to return it. Rumors spread throughout Harlem that the police had killed
the black soldier after he tried to protect his mother, and the community struck out in outrage47.
Crowds gathered at the local police precinct, the Braddock Hotel, and at Sydenham Hospital where
the soldier was rumored to be. At one point during the day, there were 3,000 people outside of the
28th police precinct.48 Vandalism, fires, and looting over approximately 9 hours caused damage to
over 1,450 stores.49 The property damage accelerated around 2:00 A.M., when Mayor La Guardia
ordered police to close all Harlem taverns, resulting in more people on the streets. Six people died
in the uprising, and 185 people were injured. All of the dead–and the majority of the injured–were
black. While it was popular belief at the time that poor, black “hoodlums” overreacting to rumors
made up the majority of people involved in the events in Harlem in 194350, subsequent police reports
and retroactive studies have shown that the class makeup of crowds were much more varied. Dominic
Capeci, after compiling eyewitness accounts of the events in Harlem asserted:
Together, [New Yorkers] deluded themselves into believing ‘hoodlums’ or ‘migrants’ were
responsible for the disorder… no doubt individual seeking lot or to escape from the boredom
of a war-regulated society played meaningful roles in the disorder. But without the presence
of more deep-seated grievances and the participation of law abiding citizens, it might never
have developed. The rioters, hoodlum or not, were fully aware of their plight as black people.51
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Commemoration of the 1943 Harlem Uprising is sparse and confined to work by artists of the time.
Langston Hughes memorialized local discontent in his “The Ballad of Margie Polite,” published in
the local black newspaper, New York Amsterdam News.52 Hughes detailed events that incited the
uprising, writing,
If Margie Polite / Had of been white / She might not’ve cussed / Out the cop that night. /
In the lobby / Of the Braddock Hotel / She might not’ve felt / The urge to raise hell…They
killed a colored soldier! / Folks started to cry it— / The cry spread over Harlem / And turned
into riot… She started the riots! / Harlemites say / August 1st is / MARGIE’S DAY.53
While his poem does mention specific locations where the uprising took place, the connection between
written word and site have been severed, as the Braddock Hotel no longer exists and there is no
current indication of the events that took place on its grounds.

Figure 454		

Figure 555

Artists of the time have also encapsulated the uprising for history. Both William Johnson’s “Moon
Over Harlem” (Figure 4) and Jacob Lawrence’s “The Ballad of Margie Polite” (Figure 5) show uprising
scenes in an abstracted style characteristic of the time. Lawrence created his drawing to accompany
Hughes’ poem of the same name, along with several others in his 1949 poetry collection, One Way
Ticket.56 In conjunction with Hughes’ poem, Lawrence adds another dimension of truth to Hughes’
words, “Lawrence’s graphic representations act as a kind of shorthand for representing members
of the black community in conflict with white figures of authority.”57 Interpretations of Johnson’s
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depictions of events in Harlem vary. Some see Johnson’s depiction as a mode of documentation, a
small piece in his greater work to paint Harlem street life.58 However, some see “Moon Over Harlem”
as more of a social commentary by Johnson, as the painting does present both police and those being
arrested as black alongside trash and empty bottles in the street, “as if the artist wanted to suggest that
the people of Harlem were brutalizing themselves through their own behavior.”59 In the absence of
physical heritage recognition of any areas related to events in Harlem in 1943, these more ephemeral
representations, with their variety of interpretations, are all that remain to remember.

Core Events
Los Angeles/Watts (1965)

Drawn from: Jon Schleuss, “Inside the Watts Curfew Zone,” Los Angeles Times, August 11, 2015
“William Henry Johnson’s ‘Moon Over Harlem,’ 1901 – 1970,” Harlem World, last modified December 1, 2017, https://www.
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Similar to Harlem, Los Angeles was the last place Americans expected uprising to occur. According to
the McCone Commission report analyzing conditions in Watts before, during, and after the uprising,
the Urban League rated Los Angeles first in terms of high quality of life for black Americans. The
report classified Watts as a community of one to two-story houses with wide, clean streets, parks,
and playgrounds, asserting that black neighborhoods were “not urban gems, [but] neither are they
slums”60. However, black neighborhoods like Watts contained discontent under their “clean” exterior.
In Watts, education attainment for black residents lagged, employment was low, and relations with
LAPD were tense.
The Watts uprising, as with previous examples, showed the consequences of the Great Migration.
The black population in Los Angeles increased from 75,000 in 1940 to 650,000 in 1965. Watts had
always been home for Los Angeles’ minorities, first for Mexican immigrants in the early 20th century,
and later for a growing black population during the First Great Migration61. During the Second Great
Migration, population growth forced neighborhood expansion outside of Watts. This increase in
population accelerated white flight and allowed the neighborhoods of Central Avenue-Furlong Tract,
Watts, and West Jefferson to combine, creating the majority black neighborhood known as South
Central LA62. To outsiders, South Central residents appeared to have nothing to complain about. After
all, the black population in these neighborhoods lived in their own houses and not unkempt high-rises
or tenements as was common in other large US cities63. However, when comparing living conditions
within the city of Los Angeles, Watts and South Central residents lived in much worse conditions.
Population density was higher than in neighborhoods in the rest of the city in homes that were much
older and less maintained, with over two-thirds owned by absentee landlords64.
There were few options for those who wanted to leave substandard housing in South Central, as racist
policies in nearby neighborhoods prevented black people from living there, and Los Angeles lagged
behind cities like New York and Chicago in public housing construction that could serve to integrate
certain neighborhoods65. Additionally, in 1964 two-thirds of California voters passed Proposition
14 repealing the 1963 Rumford Fair Housing Act66, which prevented people from refusing to sell or
rent property to another based on their race, nationality, or religion67. According to Proposition 14
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proponents, the measure would “guarantee the right of all home and apartment owners to choose
buyers and renters of their property as they wish without interference by State or local government.68”
Education and employment could have lifted residents of South Central out of their poor living
situations, but the community was also lacking in those areas. Classrooms were crowded, often with
over 30 students to one teacher69. Dropout rates were also high, with only one-third of South Central
high school students graduating in 1965. This undereducated population funneled into a growing
underemployed population, with unemployment rates at two to three times the average in LA County70.
There was little chance for employment within the community, as well, as most of the business owners
in South Central lived outside of the neighborhood and would not employ community members71.
On August 11, 1965, a white police officer pulled over 21-year-old Marquette Frye on a Los Angeles
road near the border of Watts72. The officer suspected Frye of drunk driving and after administering
sobriety tests, arrested him. Marquette’s 22-year-old brother was in the car and ran to the nearby family
home to get their mother, who scolded her son for driving while drunk. Accounts of the following
events are different depending on who is telling them. The official McCone Commission report states
that Marquette began to behave erratically, tried to flee, and resisted arrest. A later account by Conot
stated… A large crowd watched this interaction with the police, as it was a warm night and many were
outside already. By the time the police left the scene with the arrested Frye brothers, over 1,000 people
were at the scene73.
Rumors about the Frye brothers’ arrests spread from the scene, and those who were watching the
events unfold began to vandalize vehicles in the area, sometimes pulling white drivers out of their cars
to beat them.74 Despite an initial calm with Marquette Frye’s release after the first night of violence,
tensions reignited and violence continued for another 4 days.75 In the ensuing uprising, 34 people were
killed, a jury classified 23 of these deaths as justifiable homicide by the LAPD and National Guard.
Property damage totaled over $40 million with 600 buildings damaged, 200 of which were totally
destroyed by fire.76 In the early days of the uprising, police were largely absent from South Central,
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choosing to set up a perimeter to contain the violence instead of moving into the area77. Finally on the
third day of the uprising, as incidences of fire and looting spread outside of Watts proper, upwards of
3000 national guardsmen joined local police to clear the streets. Three days later the curfew instituted
to cut down on violence was lifted and Governor Pat Brown toured the “riot zone” to signal the end
of the uprising.78
Attempts have been made to commemorate events in Watts in site-specific ways, with varying results.
On the first anniversary of the uprising, community members organized the Watts Summer Festival
to honor victims of the uprising only a year earlier. The first festival “drew tens of thousands of
celebrants to a six-block stretch of 103rd Street, where a year earlier fires raged and gunfire filled the
air.79” On the motivations behind the first festival, director West Gale was quoted in the LA Times
saying, “Some people back in 1966 wondered why we were celebrating a riot, but really we were just
saying that we want to be seen and heard. The Watts revolt made that happen—for a time.80” Festival
activities include neighborhood tours, concerts, and dance demonstrations. Festival activity lulled in
the 1970s and 80s, and the community pronounced it dead in 1989.81 With increased gang violence
over this period, sponsorship for events lagged, and officials were not issuing permits to organizers. In
an attempt to continue the festival’s spirit, organizers would hold gatherings on their front porches in
these interim years.82 However, the festival was resurrected in 1993, this time incorporating memories
of the 1992 Rodney King Uprising and has continued ever since.
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In 2015, the City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs selected the UCLA Social and Public
Art Resource Center (SPARC) to design public art installations in honor of the 50th anniversary of the
Watts Uprising. SPARC’s design scheme, comprised of a mural and memorial street markers around
Watts (Figure 6), was meant to “serve as a visual reminder of community resilience and the vision
for an improved quality of life in Watts.84” The project was estimated to be completed in October
201685 a year after the event’s 50th anniversary. The memorial markers were never realized as part of
the project, but the “Watts 50th Commemorative Mural” was unveiled at Markham Middle School on
November 16, 2018.86
Detroit (1967)
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Watts: Riots/Rebellion 50th Anniversary Commemorative Mural Project,” Social and Public Art Resource Center,
http://sparcinla.org/projects/watts-riotsrebellion-50th-anniversary-commemorative-mural-project/.
85
“Watts: Riots/Rebellion,” Social and Public Art Resource Center.
86
SPARCinLA, The Watts Commemorative Mural Project’s installation begins today!, photograph, https://www.instagram.
com/p/Bp-0ZVXhf2Z/.
84

62

In Detroit, as in many of the largest cities in the US, the lived experience of black and white residents
was very different. In fact, when surveyed after the 1967 uprising, 69 percent of black Detroiters
thought the event occurred because people were being mistreated in the community. Only 28 percent
of white residents agreed.87 Segregation was rampant in all aspects of life for black Detroit residents:
especially in housing, education, and police treatment. Black neighborhoods were overcrowded and
filled with older housing stock than the rest of Detroit, while neighborhood association protests,
restrictive housing covenants, and threats to realtors trying to show houses in white neighborhoods to
black buyers prevented black Detroiters from improving their housing situation. In fact, while black
Detroiters made up 20 percent of the Detroit population, they lived in less than 1 percent of new
houses built throughout the 1950s and 60s postwar building boom.88 These factors combined led to
black neighborhoods filled with more people than they were built to accommodate, with little option
to relieve the overcrowding into white neighborhoods.
Overcrowded black neighborhoods were also overpoliced. A group of police called the Big Four,
three plain-clothes officers and one in uniform, was well known to Detroiters for their brutality.
Labor organizer John Williams remembers his experience with the DPD’s Big Four, stating, “I can’t
remember the number of times we were stopped on the way from school and they’d just say ‘up
against that car, n****r!’. All the time, it was just intimidating.”89
Uprising in Detroit began after the police raid of an after-hours bar, called a blind pig, at 12th Street
and Clairmount. While this kind of police activity was not uncommon, residents of the primarily
black west side neighborhood considered police behavior towards those arrested in the blind pig to
be needlessly harsh. One young man present during the arrest reportedly asked, “Why do [the police]
come down here and do this to our neighborhood? If this happened in [a white neighborhood], they
wouldn’t be acting this way.90”
Residual Civil Rights Era tensions combined with distrust in the black community towards Detroit’s
white police force resulted in an uprising that lasted over a week. By the time the conflict had died
down, 43 people were dead, 33 of them black. Over 1,000 people were injured, and about 5,000 people
were left homeless91. Damage to buildings throughout the neighborhood totaled about $22 million.92
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However, many businesses with black owners or owners who were well-liked in the community
remained unharmed. Black-owned businesses would set themselves apart by writing phrases like “Soul
Brother” on their front windows.93
While black Detroiters took to the street in the vicinity of 12th street, police also tortured and shot
three unarmed black men in the nearby Algiers Motel. On his way to visit the uprising zone in 1967,
Detroit NAACP secretary Arthur Johnson remembers thinking “how serious, how intense, how
unbearable it must have been for the African Americans who participated in that rebellion… how
many people were hurt to the extent that they are ready to engage in a tragic experience like that.”
Detroit has commemorated its uprising in a variety of ways, not all of them officially sanctioned. The
most formal commemoration comes in the form of a memorial plaque on 12th street (Figure 7), the
main locus of the 1967 conflict, erected in 2017 to honor the uprising’s 50th anniversary. The plaque
unveiling was especially popular because the cast of a soon-to-be-released movie about the conflict
were in attendance.94 This historical marker is similar to others around the city to commemorate
historic black neighborhoods or various Civil Rights events. Local news praised the recognition of
this site, stating, “Now that block in Gordon Park remains embedded in history, a beacon for those
who lived through the events”95
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Less official memorials include the front gates of the Algiers Motel that remain after is demolition in
1979. The Algiers Motel was the site where police killed 3 young boys, believing them to be snipers
during the uprising.97 After the accused officers were acquitted in 1969, the Algiers Motel became
a painful site of memory for Black Americans in Detroit. The annex where the murders occurred
was demolished in 1970, “in hopes of erasing the stain of the bloody incident from the memory of
Detroiters.”98 After operating under the name “Desert Inn” for nine years, the remaining vestiges of
the Algiers Motel were demolished in 197999 as part of a General Motors urban renewal project.100
While the building was demolished and the land converted into a grassy park, the gates still remain
as a reminder for passers-by with knowledge of the Detroit Uprising (Figure 8). There is no signage
on the remaining gates to indicate the events that once took place on the present-day park grounds.
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Perhaps the subtlest reminder of Detroit’s contentious past is in the form of a Jesus statue on the
grounds of Sacred Heart Major Seminary. During the 1967 uprising, unidentified protestors painted
the face, hands, and feet of the seminary’s Jesus statue black (Figure 9). Immediate recations to the
painting were mixed: “Some were outraged by what they considered vandalism. Others pointed
to the Negroid Jesus as exemplifying ethnic pride, social and religious justice.”102 Later in 1967, the
statue had been painted back white, apparently by three white men.103 After community protests,
the Seminary’s Monsignor ordered the statue be returned to black.104 The Seminary has expressed
its commitment to preserve the black Jesus and continue to paint it black. In the Detroit News a
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seminary spokesman stated, “It’s really the only positive symbol of a very difficult time. It’s become
an icon of multiracial harmony.105” Over the years, the once small act of protest has taken on greater
meaning in the neighborhood as one Seminary administrator remarked, “I would suggest that the city
of Detroit really has no positive symbol like it. The Sacred Heart statue is no longer just a symbol of
the seminary. It is now an icon of universal appeal.”106
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Chicago (1968)

Drawn from: Tony Briscoe and Ese Olumhense, “Rage, Riots, Ruin,” Chicago Tribune, August 16, 2018

Local conditions:
Long before violence broke out in the East Garfield Park and Lawndale neighborhoods of Chicago’s
West Side, the neighborhoods were both populated by majority white residents.108 However, by the
1950s black residents began moving into the neighborhoods. These new migrants immediately faced
racist backlash from their neighbors, as West Side resident Betty Johnson recalls, “they threw eggs at
the door when we first moved here, they set garbage on fire, they wrote n****r on the glass door. They
harassed us really good.”109 Historically, black migrants of the First and Second Great Migrations were
segregated in one larger neighborhood on Chicago’s South Side and two smaller “colonies” on the
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West Side.110 According to a local Chicagoan working on the West Side:
The West Side is one of the oldest sections of the city and has been the home for several other
ethnic groups. Until now it is dilapidated and rundown and just can’t hold up any longer...It is
a hand-me-down section that blacks had to live in longer than any other ethnic group because
the escape hatch to the suburbs was denied them.111
In contrast to the more well-developed black neighborhoods of the South Side, the West Side was
poorer and made up of newer migrants to the city.112 This lack of established community made it
difficult for residents to resist campaigns of urban renewal that sought to clear out the neighborhood’s
aging housing stock.113 In fact, by 1980 the West Side would be the most concentrated areas of public
housing in Chicago, with public housing making up over twenty percent of the neighborhoods total
housing stock.114 In 1950 alone, Chicago Housing Authority built four public housing projects with
over 2,300 cumulative units.115
In the 1950s and 60s, conditions for black residents in Chicago as a whole deteriorated as white
residents left West and South Side neighborhoods for the suburbs.116 Black male unemployment in the
city was more than double Chicago’s overall rate and the city’s combined seven black neighborhoods
housed eighteen percent of its unemployed population. For black Chicagoans who could get jobs, most
were relegated to low-payed and low-skill work. Three fourths of Chicago’s employed black males
worked in unskilled and semiskilled positions, and only one in twenty were employed in professional
or managerial roles.117
Black Chicagoans also did not see themselves represented in different levels of government in the
city, resulting in black animosity to white power structures like the police and local representatives.
During the 1960s, the city’s police force had one black captain and non-black lieutenants, and explicitly
banned officers of different races to work a beat together.118 Beyond the police department, the
local government in Chicago was overwhelmingly white, “under the discipline of the Irish-dominated
‘Democratic Machine’... whose exclusive function was to produce those wards for the Democratic
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Party.”119 Black residents resented this disparity and expressed that more of their state and civil
representatives should be black.120 West Side residents blamed their all-white representation for many
local issues including welfare withdrawal, substandard public housing, and lack of prosecution for
local slumlords.121
In the wake of 1967’s long hot summer, News of Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination spread
throughout the country on April 4, 1968, and uprisings spread as a result. According to Clay Risen,
What was becoming apparent… was that behind the pain of King’s death was rising a
deeper anger in the ghetto. This wasn’t about the murder in Memphis. King’s assassination
merely dramatized what black people everywhere… had been feeling all their lives: a studied
indifference, a not-so-benign neglect of their real problems. Crime, unemployment, bad
housing, the list of long-standing grievances went on.122
Beyond feeling connected to King’s ideals, black residents of Chicago’s west side felt connected to
King as a person. In 1966, when King came to Chicago to protest for fair housing, he had stayed “in
a run-down Lawndale building typical of the prevailing squalor.”123 A local pastor remarked, “King
really had a special place with us on the West Side… We had a real relationship with him. It wasn’t like
we heard about him, we actually got a chance to hear him preach, touch him, those kinds of things.”124
Events in Chicago began as a march by high school students in the Loop. Michael Singleton, a high
school student who participated in the march described the nature of these marches, “we pinned
to our fronts and backs pictures of Dr. King that had run on the front and back pages of the SunTimes… Downtown we held a silent vigil, stood around for about two or three hours and then headed
back to the community.”125 Fires and violence broke out in the black neighborhoods of Chicago’s west
and north sides. According to Singleton, “that night after the fires started, the sky was totally red. It
was a night when there was no night.”126 During the period of greatest fire activity, over two thousand
firemen and one thousand sanitation workers were trying to stop fires and move accumulating
debris.127 Businesses burned along the commercial thoroughfare of Madison Avenue. Locally owned
stores and like Rosenau Jewelers, Brotman’s Clothing Store, Frank’s Furniture House, and Beesen
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Hardware were destroyed and never reopened in the neighborhood.128 Like in Detroit, black business
owners wrote “Soul Brother” on their windows, hoping to be spared from looting and arson.129 In a
study after the event, investigators found that of 75 businesses damaged during the uprising, none
of the black-owned businesses were intentionally burned, and of the businesses that were intentioally
burned, the majority had been accused of “price gouging, selling inferior merchandise, and [engaging]
in discriminatory credit practices.”130
Over two days of disturbances, 9 people died in the Chicago Uprising. More than 3,000 people were
arrested by the Chicago Police Department, most for disorderly conduct or curfew violations.131 260
buildings were destroyed, 116 of which were on the West Side where most violence occurred. The
cost of repairing these buildings was estimated at over $9 million. Later investigation concluded that
intentional fires were rarely set in solely residential buildings: fires were concentrated in commercial
buildings and residences burned either because they were above a storefront or because fire had spread
from nearby buildings.132 After the violence subsided, Mayor Richard Daley reacted to questions about
police conduct during the uprising by giving a speech that became a major part of his embattled legacy
as mayor. Daley stated he had called the superintendent of police to discuss protocols for handling
such events in the future:
I gave him the following instructions, which I thought were instructions on the night of the
fifth that were not carried out. I said to him… immediately and under his signature to shoot
to kill any arsonist or anyone with a Molotov cocktail in his hand in Chicago because they’re
potential murderers, and to issue a police order to shoot to maim or cripple any arsonists and
looters–arsonists to kill and looters to maim and detain.133
Chicago’s Uprising, much like that of Detroit a year earlier, left visible scars on the built fabric of the
city, as many lots cleared during the uprising are still vacant today.134 In fact, of the five percent of
undeveloped or vacant land in the city of Chicago, fourteen percent is located in East Garfield Park
and North Lawndale.135 Betty Johnson, a teenager at the time of the violence, noted the conditions of
her neighborhood in the years following 1968: “everything just stayed just like it was… It was just a
desert. Nothing was here. Just lots of vacant lots.”136
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Some steps have been taken to commemorate Chicago’s 1968 uprising, most within the greater
context of Martin Luther King Jr. and his legacy and not specifically related to violent events in the
city. Geraldine McCullough’s nine-foot bronze statue titled “Our King” (Figure 10) used to serve as a
reminder of 1968 on its original site. “Our King” originally stood in front of the Martin Luther King
Apartments (Figure 11), a housing project built on the site of formerly destroyed buildings from the
Chicago Uprising. However, the statue’s memorial potential has been significantly diminished as a
local historical society elected to re-site the work in 2015 when its base began to deteriorate.
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Another more ephemeral form of commemoration comes from the work of the Chicago April 1968
Oral History Project, “a multimedia oral history project about the riots that occurred in Chicago
following the death of Martin Luther King, Jr. ” according to the project website. The project’s website
and blog serve as an archive for the stories of those who were present during the Chicago Uprising.
Regarding the lead-up to disturbances in Chicago, Prentiss Alexander expressed during his interview,
“They wanted any excuse. They were poor, poverty-stricken. The white man killed King, the white
man suppressing us in the ghetto, and now we retaliate. ” Joan Green recounted her experience in
1968, stating, “The National Guard had guns, I had never seen anything like it. And you didn’t see not
one Black face amongst the troops. When they was patrolling the area, you didn’t see any Black. I was
like, how is that? I remember people throwing rocks at the Guards, because I guess they were invading
our space, our community”
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Conclusion
Studying the heritage recognition of these case studies becomes especially telling when set against
the memory landscape of nonviolent protest sites which dominate the narrative of civil rights in the
US. It is evident from the examples here, that sites of uprising are under-commemorated nationally
regardless of how long ago events that made the site worthy of recognition happened. Based on the
maps of nonviolent protest commemoration in Chapter 4, nonviolent protest sites do not seem to
experience the same issue. This disparity in commemoration highlights the incomplete narrative of
black American civil rights that is currently the status quo. While nonviolent protest sites in cities of all
sizes are marked with statues, plaques, museums, or any combination of the three across the American
South, uprising sites are lucky to receive any commemorative effort.

6.
Conclusions and Next
Steps

Summary of Findings
Next Steps
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The purpose of this thesis is to understand and reframe events that have previously been dismissed
by the heritage field, namely uprisings. In the Civil Rights Era, these dismissed events are commonly
called “riots” and are under-commemorated when compared to commemoration of nonviolent events
of the period. This research has shown–through cataloging, archival investigation and geospatial
analysis–that the narrative of the Civil Rights Era is skewed and presented with a focus on nonviolent
direct action. Using the findings of this thesis, heritage professionals can begin to create a more equal
narrative and fully represent the complex nature of the Civil Rights Era.
As previously stated, this thesis was inspired by the immediate and delayed reactions after Michael
Brown’s death in Ferguson, Missouri. Many sites in Ferguson gained significance during violent and
nonviolent protests after the non-conviction of Brown’s killer, if only for a short time. The most
widely publicized site was a QuickTrip gas station along West Florissant Avenue which burned during
the first wave of uprising. In subsequent days, the burnt ruin turned into a staging ground for the
community, becoming the home of graffiti calling for peace, prayer circles, and impromptu stuffed
animal memorials. Images of this gas station were also used to embody conflict in Ferguson in many
media reports. A year later, the Urban League broke ground on a new community center on the
cleared out QuickTrip site, with no indication of the significance the site once had. This site, once an
emblem of a community’s pain, is now the home of a generic new construction community center.
With an uptick in violent protest events like in Ferguson in recent years, it has become increasingly
necessary to discuss the implications of current events which are manifesting in similar ways to events
of the past. This research revealed that more than 50 years after the end of the Civil Rights Era, a
vast majority of the period’s heritage remains unacknowledged in the landscape. If people are still
fighting to ensure these sites are remembered and significant, what does that mean for the future
commemoration of violent event sites currently establishing their significance? The ultimate aim of
this thesis is to provide the groundwork for heritage professionals to begin to deal with questions of
establishing spaces for violent event heritage in the Civil Rights Era memorial landscape in order to
establish methodologies that can be applied to presently emerging violent event heritage in the future.

Summary of Findings
Undertaken as a first step to gain a general understanding of black protest throughout history, this
thesis’ catalog has become an important tool in and of itself. The catalog quickly moved from a
documentation tool to a method of analysis and classification. Some secondary texts used in this
research described overall patterns within the Civil Rights Era and throughout history in general
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that were reinforced through the catalog. These texts described clusters of nonviolent events in the
early years 1960s and clusters of violent events in the later years, for example. However, the most
useful function of the catalog became its ability to show general patterns and specific events in one
place. While secondary sources described movements in a broad sense–the Freedom Rides, the Lunch
Counter Sit-ins, or the Long Hot Summer, for example–they tended to only name a few events united
under these catch-all names. Other sources might provide more detailed lists of event locations but
only within a single year. The catalog serves to compile information from both of these types of
sources to allow for a more granular analysis of both violent and nonviolent protest events and their
patterns throughout history.
The primary application of the catalog data collected through this research was its use for geospatial
mapping. By geolocating and spatializing each city that experienced violent or nonviolent protest activity
during the Civil Rights Era, several key findings emerged. First, these maps showed that nonviolent
protests occurred almost entirely in the South while the majority of violent protests occurred outside
of the South. When set against existing maps of the Great Migration, it is also evident that the most
popular northern Great Migration destinations frequently experienced violent events throughout the
Civil Rights Era. Second, this mapping exercise showed that not only is there a separation between
the locations where nonviolent and violent events occurred during the Civil Rights Era, but there is
also a distinct separation in the recognition of these events. By overlaying the locations of memorials
and Civil Rights Museums, the maps produced through this research showed that commemoration
of Civil Rights Era events is more common on sites of nonviolent protest than on those of violent
protest. In fact, this research only uncovered two commemorated violent protest sites. However, due
to methodological difficulties with data collection during this stage of research, these findings are
far from complete. The maps produced for this thesis could reveal even more with added layers of
information describing event scale, financial ramifications, commemoration year, and intersections
with redlining.
Investigations into event terminology and labeling, like the event catalog and maps, began as a means
to understand the complex connotations of violent and nonviolent events but eventually resulted
in useful research findings. Analysis of government reports and scholarly texts revealed that the
discussions about what to call violent protest events go back to the heart of the Civil Rights Era. Both
government commissions and scholars of the early 1960s supported the theories of their predecessors
throughout the 1940s, that violent events of the Civil Rights Era were senseless, lawless, and therefore
should be called riots. Later researchers and government commissions of the late 1960s and early
1970s focused on reframing the definition of riot, eventually leading to current conversations seeking

75

to change the classification of violent Civil Rights Era protest completely. It was especially useful
to intersect these discussions of language and terminology with earlier maps and the event catalog.
Analysis of both of these research products revealed a relationship between the naming of violent
events and their heritage recognition, as the only two commemorated violent event sites had been
subject to renaming in recent years. It is clear that this is an avenue that should continue to be explored
to help heritage professionals to formulate commemoration strategies. If a conversation about the
labelling of a violent protest event is an effective tool to kickstart heritage recognition, it can be used
in the future to address other event sites presented in the catalog.
To address heritage recognition already in place at violent event sites, this thesis analyzed a series of
case studies. These select instances allowed for a closer analysis of the commemorative tactics that
have been used to address sites of violent protest in the past, thus informing future solutions for
these sites. Immediately, this exercise required an expanded idea about what is considered a heritage
intervention. As this research found, sites of violent protest are so rarely commemorated compared
to nonviolent protest sites. However, the types of commemoration mapped in Chapter 4 are solely
physical heritage manifestations: plaques, statues, memorials, and buildings. Case study investigation
showed that although violent event sites experience less physical commemoration of the same type
as nonviolent commemoration, that does not mean that there are no remaining vestiges of the events
themselves or attempts to memorialize them. Beyond plaques and memorials, there are alternative
ways that communities have remembered their violent histories. Commemorative tactics uncovered
include walking tours, online archives, community gatherings. This research also uncovered sites
where, although there had been no official commemorative activity, event artifacts have been keeping
the memory of violent events alive on their sites. Overall, case study investigation showed that the
memorial landscape of violent events is varied in approach but sparse, and that this landscape is very
different from that of nonviolent events.

Next Steps
Although the bulk of the work of this thesis has been to catalog, locate, and argue for the significance
of underrepresented civil rights narratives, the next steps for this work would require the involvement
of heritage professionals. There are several methods that could be applied to violent protest sites to
include them in the heritage landscape of the Civil Rights Era. With any intervention to interpret the
significance of violent event heritage sites, there should be commonalities to memorial approaches. Of
course, each heritage intervention should be tailored to the specific needs of its community; however,
any attempt to memorialize events discussed in this thesis should utilize trust building through local
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participation, connect event sites to each other, and allow for interpretation to evolve with public
understanding.
Returning Narratives:
This research has shown that public perceptions of violent events of the past have been created from
the inside out. The McCone Commission is considered the official narrative of events in Watts, yet the
majority of its commissioners were community outsiders and federal agents.1 Similarly, the narrative of
events in Ferguson was created by continuous cable news reports covering the most graphic instances
of property destruction and looting. Because of this, any future heritage interventions into violent
event sites must place community narratives in a high place of importance. Both the acquisition and
the presentation of these community narratives must be adressed with care in the heritage recognition
process To gather community narratives, heritage professionals should follow the guidelines and best
practices of oral history interviews. The main tenet of an oral history interview is that the process is
dictated by the interviewee and guided by the interviewer.2 An oral history process can help build trust
between heritage professionals and communities affected by the violent events discussed in this thesis.
In her heritage research and presentation, Anita Bakshi utilized oral history practices and other trustbuilding methods to research and present conflicted narratives related to the UN buffer zone along
the border separating Cyprus and Turkey in the city of Nicosia. Bakshi used a combination of archival
mapping and interviews of local shopkeepers to reconstruct the buffer zone and interpret its heritage
value for the community.3 Bakshi’s data collection process was also collaborative within the community,
as she asked community members to verify or add on to maps made by their peers, which often led to
disagreements about the location of certain buildings within the buffer zone.4 These disagreements
became part of the heritage recognition process in and of themselves, because they engaged the
community around this previously unrecognized heritage space.5 Bakshi also exhibited the results of
her research in Nicosia, inviting community members not involved in her research to add their own
layers to communal maps as a way to create a more inclusive memorial of the buffer zone.6 As a result
of Bakshi’s work, a permanent museum dedicated to telling the story of the buffer zone was founded
two years after her exhibition.
1 Darrell Dawsey, “25 Years after the Watts Riots : McCone Commission’s Recommendations Have Gone Unheeded,”
Los Angeles Times, July 8, 1990, [Page #], https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1990-07-08-me-455-story.html.
2 Oral History Association, “Principles and Best Practices,” last modified 2009, https://www.oralhistory.org/about/
principles-and-practices-revised-2009/.
3 Anita Bakshi, Topographies of Memories: A New Poetics of Commemoration (Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan,
2017), 92
4 Bakshi, Topographies of Memories, 144.
5 Bakshi, Topographies of Memories, 224.
6 Bakshi, Topographies of Memories, 225.
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Bakshi’s work served not only to interpret and memorialize a lost piece of heritage to its community,
but it also returned the heritage’s memory back to the community’s care. Heritage professionals can
approach violent event sites with a similar methodology as Bakshi’s. Deeply engaging community
members aroud these event sites primarily builds trust between heritage professionals and the
community and can help communities regain control over their own heritage and its narratives.
Enhanced map understanding:
Another way to continue with the work of this thesis would be to build on the geospatial analyses
conducted for this research. While this work already addresses concepts of spatial divides between
violent and nonviolent events and the differences in their heritage recognition, there are several
avenues that were not able to be explored through mapping. First, the maps presented here could have
benefitted from an understanding of event scale. This could be achieved by encoding the number
of arrests, number of deaths, or total property damage cost estimates for each site mapped. Some
of this information proved to be readily available, especially for better known events in larger cities.
However, in-depth research is required to record these metrics for each event presented in this catalog.
Additionally, these maps could benefit from further analysis of the heritage interventions identified
through this research. While the maps presented in this work identify the locations of each memorial,
plaque, statue, or museum there is no indication of when these interventions were installed. This
would require research on each individual intervention through the states’ heritage databases, which
was not possible in the timeframe of this thesis. Adding this layer of information to the maps could
reveal information about campaigns of recognition for civil rights sites, and help explain why certain
sites were honored at certain times. These enhanced maps could allow heritage professionals to further
understand the sites they want to commemorate, allowing them to present a more complete story of
the Civil Rights Era.
Connections between sites:
By observing the clustering of events in the catalog based during certain years and their geographic
clustering, it seems as though events were connected to and influenced by each other. Southern
heritage interventions for the Civil Rights Era already highlight connections between sites through
the Civil Rights Trail. Calling this cooperative a “trail” already gives the suggestion that idenified sites
are connected under the umbrella of civil rights. A similar tactic could be used to address the sites
compiles in this thesis. Connections between sites could be more traditional, as signposts along a
prescribed walking path on-site, or more ephemeral, as points in an online walking tour map, or part of
an augmented reality application. In forming bonds between violent event sites, heritage professionals
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can also activate and build community around sites that have been neglected. For example, connecting
the events of the riot against black communities in Detroit in 1943 could help activate forgotten sites
in Harlem related to its uprising in 1943. Additionally, sites in smaller, less well known cities could
recieve attention if included under the umbrella of a violent event site network. When associated with
more massive, iconic violent events, sites in cities like York, Pennsylvania; Pine Bluff, Arkansas; and
Saginaw, Michigan could recieve more attention and study.
Ultimately, the research conducted in this thesis is only a first step towards a complete understanding
of the Civil Rights Era. The heritage field is currently working towards spatializing a narrative of the
era, but it remains incomplete. The work of this thesis has shown that sites outside of the traditional
Civil Rights Era narrative are significant, and that they must be interpretted in order to keep their
memories alive. Until sites of uprising are included into the millieu of Civil Rights Era conflict, the
story of the era will remain incomplete and sites across the United States, where events effected so
many black Americans, will fade from view.
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Nonviolent event Catalog
Violent Event Catalog
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Nonviolent events
City
New York
Amherst
Asheville
Bowling Green
Bristol
Chapel Hill
Charlottesville
Corbin
Culpeper
Durham
Greensboro
Knoxville
Louisville
Lynchburg
Nashville
Oxford
Petersburg
Raleigh
Richmond
Roanoke
Statesville
Washington
Wilsonville
Winston-Salem
Montgomery
Arlington
Atlanta
Augusta
Austin
Baltimore
Baton Rouge

State
NY
VA
NC
KY
VA
NC
VA
KY
VA
NC
NC
TN
KY
VA
TN
NC
VA
NC
VA
VA
NC
DC
NC
NC
AL
VA
GA
GA
TX
MD
LA

Latitude
40.713
37.585
35.595
36.969
36.595
35.913
38.029
36.949
38.473
35.994
36.073
35.961
38.253
37.414
36.163
36.311
37.228
35.780
37.541
37.271
35.783
38.907
35.737
36.100
32.379
38.880
33.749
33.473
30.267
39.290
30.451

Longitude
-74.006
-79.051
-82.551
-86.481
-82.189
-79.056
-78.477
-84.097
-77.996
-78.899
-79.792
-83.921
-85.758
-79.142
-86.782
-78.591
-77.402
-78.638
-77.436
-79.941
-80.887
-77.037
-79.000
-80.244
-86.308
-77.107
-84.388
-82.011
-97.743
-76.612
-91.187

Year
1917
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1947
1955
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960

Event Name
5th Ave March
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Journey of Reconciliation
Montgomery Bus Boycott
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
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Biloxi
Birmingham
Chapel Hill
Charleston
Charleston
Charlotte
Chattanooga
Columbia
Concord
Corpus Chrsiti
Dallas
Danville
Darlington
Daytona Beach
Durham
Elizabeth City
Fayetteville
Frankfort
Galveston
Greensboro
Hampton
Henderson
High Point
Houston
Jacksonville
Knoxville
Lexington
Little Rock
Lynchburg
Marshall
Memphis
Miami
Montgomery
Nashville
New Bern
New Orleans
Norfolk

MS
AL
NC
SC
SC
NC
TN
SC
NC
TX
TX
VA
SC
FL
NC
NJ
AR
KY
TX
NC
VA
NC
NC
TX
FL
TN
KY
AK
VA
TX
TN
FL
AL
TN
NC
LA
VA

30.396
33.519
35.913
32.776
32.776
35.227
35.046
34.001
35.409
27.801
32.777
36.586
34.300
29.211
35.994
36.295
35.053
38.201
29.301
36.073
37.030
36.330
35.956
29.760
30.332
35.961
38.041
34.746
37.414
32.545
35.150
25.762
32.379
36.163
35.108
29.951
36.851

-88.885
-86.810
-79.056
-79.931
-79.931
-80.843
-85.310
-81.035
-80.580
-97.396
-96.797
-79.395
-79.876
-81.023
-78.899
-76.251
-78.878
-84.873
-94.798
-79.792
-76.345
-78.399
-80.005
-95.370
-81.656
-83.921
-84.504
-92.290
-79.142
-94.367
-90.049
-80.192
-86.308
-86.782
-77.044
-90.072
-76.286

1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960

Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
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Orangeburg
Petersburg
Portsmouth
Raleigh
Richmond
Rock Hill
Salisbury
San Antonio
Savannah
Shelby
St. Augustine
St. Petersburg
Starkville
Statesville
Sumter
Tallahassee
Tampa
Tuskegee
Wilmington
Winston-Salem
Anniston
Atlanta
Augusta
Baton Rouge
Baton Rouge
Birmingham
Birmingham
Cape Girardeau
Charleston
Charlotte
Charlottesville
Chattanooga
East St. Louis
Flat River
Fredricktown
Greensboro
Jackson

SC
VA
VA
NC
VA
SC
NC
TX
GA
NC
FL
FL
MS
NC
SC
FL
FL
AL
NC
NC
AL
GA
GA
LA
LA
AL
AL
MO
SC
NC
VA
TN
MO
MO
MO
NC
MS

33.492
37.228
36.835
35.780
37.541
34.925
35.671
29.424
32.081
35.292
29.901
27.768
33.450
35.783
33.920
30.438
27.951
32.430
34.210
36.100
33.660
33.749
33.473
30.451
30.451
33.519
33.519
37.306
32.776
35.227
38.029
35.046
38.625
37.821
37.560
36.073
32.299

-80.856
-77.402
-76.298
-78.638
-77.436
-81.025
-80.474
-98.494
-81.091
-81.536
-81.312
-82.640
-88.818
-80.887
-80.341
-84.281
-82.457
-85.708
-77.887
-80.244
-85.832
-84.388
-82.011
-91.187
-91.187
-86.810
-86.810
-89.518
-79.931
-80.843
-78.477
-85.310
-90.151
-90.555
-90.294
-79.792
-90.185

1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961

Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
Lunch Counter Sit-ins
May 4 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
December 1 Freedom Ride
November 29 Freedom Ride
May 17 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
July 8 Freedom Ride
June 13 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
August 2 Freedom Ride
August 2 Freedom Ride
April 22 Freedom Ride
July 8 Freedom Ride
July 8 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
May 17 Freedom Ride
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Jackson
Jacksonville
Knoxville
Little Rock
Little Rock
Lynchburg
McComb
McComb
Memphis
Montgomery
Nashville
New Orleans
Newark
Newport
Ocala
Paragould
Petersburg
Raleigh
Richmond
Richmond
Roanoke
Rock Hill
Savannah
Shreveport
Sikeston
St. Louis
Sumter
Sumter
Tallahassee
Tampa
Washington
Washington
Wilmington
Winnsboro
Washington
Selma
Memphis

MS
FL
TN
AK
AK
VA
MS
MS
TN
AL
TN
LA
NJ
AK
FL
AK
VA
NC
VA
VA
VA
SC
GA
LA
MO
MO
SC
SC
FL
FL
DC
DC
NC
SC
DC
MS
TN

32.299
30.332
35.961
34.746
34.746
37.414
31.244
31.244
35.150
32.379
36.163
29.951
40.736
35.605
29.187
36.058
37.228
35.780
37.541
37.541
37.271
34.925
32.081
32.525
36.877
38.627
33.920
33.920
30.438
27.951
38.907
38.907
34.210
34.381
38.907
32.407
35.150

-90.185
-81.656
-83.921
-92.290
-92.290
-79.142
-90.453
-90.453
-90.049
-86.308
-86.782
-90.072
-74.172
-91.282
-82.140
-90.497
-77.402
-78.638
-77.436
-77.436
-79.941
-81.025
-81.091
-93.750
-89.588
-90.199
-80.341
-80.341
-84.281
-82.457
-77.037
-77.037
-77.887
-81.086
-77.037
-87.021
-90.049

1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1963
1965
1968

November 1 Freedom Ride
June 13 Freedom Ride
August 2 Freedom Ride
August 2 Freedom Ride
July 8 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
December 1 Freedom Ride
November 29 Freedom Ride
August 2 Freedom Ride
May 17 Freedom Ride
May 17 Freedom Ride
November 1 Freedom Ride
August 2 Freedom Ride
July 8 Freedom Ride
June 13 Freedom Ride
July 8 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
June 13 Freedom Ride
June 13 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
August 2 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
June 13 Freedom Ride
July 8 Freedom Ride
July 8 Freedom Ride
July 8 Freedom Ride
June 13 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
June 13 Freedom Ride
June 13 Freedom Ride
June 13 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
June 13 Freedom Ride
May 4 Freedom Ride
March on Washington
Selma to Montgomery March
Sanitation Strike
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Oxford
Washington
New York

MS
DC
NY

34.366
38.907
40.713

-89.519
-77.037
-74.006

1982
1995
2017

Ole Miss Student Protests
Million Man March
Eric Garner Protests
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Violent events
City
New York City
Charleston
Memphis
New Orleans
Monett
Virden
Wilmington
Carterville
Pana
New Orleans
New York City
Pierce City
Joplin
Springfield
Atlanta
Brownsville
Chatanooga
Greensburg
Springfield
Springfield
Palestine
East St. Louis
Chester
Philadelphia
Annapolis
Baltimore
Bisbee
Blakely
Bloomington
Charleston
Chicago

State
NY
SC
TN
LA
MO
IL
DE
IL
IL
LA
NY
MO
MO
OH
GA
FL
TN
IN
IL
IL
TX
MO
PA
PA
MD
MD
AZ
GA
IL
SC
IL

Latitude
40.713
32.776
35.150
29.951
36.929
39.501
34.210
37.760
39.389
29.951
40.713
36.946
37.084
39.924
33.749
25.902
35.046
39.337
37.209
37.209
31.762
38.625
39.850
39.953
38.978
39.290
31.448
31.378
40.484
32.776
41.878

Longitude
-74.006
-79.931
-90.049
-90.072
-93.928
-89.768
-77.887
-89.077
-89.080
-90.072
-74.006
-94.000
-94.513
-83.809
-84.388
-97.497
-85.310
-85.484
-93.292
-93.292
-95.631
-90.151
-75.356
-75.165
-76.492
-76.612
-109.928
-84.934
-88.994
-79.931
-87.630

Year
1865
1866
1866
1866
1894
1898
1898
1899
1899
1900
1900
1901
1903
1904
1906
1906
1906
1906
1906
1908
1910
1917
1918
1918
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919

Alternate Name
New York City Draft Riots

East St. Louis Massacre
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Coatesville
Darby
Dublin
Elaine
Hattiesburg
Hobson City
Jenkins County
Knoxville
Longview
Macon
Memphis
Monticello
New London
New Orleans
New York
Newberry
Norfolk
Omaha
Philadelphia
Port Arthur
Scranton
Sylvester
Syracuse
Texarkana
Tuscaloosa
Washington
Tulsa

PA
PA
GA
AR
MS
AL
GA
TN
TX
MS
TN
MS
CT
LA
NY
SC
VA
NE
PA
TX
PA
GA
NY
TX
AL
DC
OK

39.983
39.918
32.540
34.308
31.327
33.621
32.778
35.961
32.501
33.105
35.150
31.554
41.356
29.951
40.713
34.275
36.851
41.257
39.953
29.885
41.409
31.531
43.048
33.425
33.210
38.907
36.154

-75.824
-75.259
-82.904
-90.852
-89.290
-85.844
-81.997
-83.921
-94.740
-88.561
-90.049
-90.107
-72.100
-90.072
-74.006
-81.619
-76.286
-95.935
-75.165
-93.940
-75.662
-83.835
-76.147
-94.048
-87.569
-77.037
-95.993

1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1919
1921

Rosewood
Sainte Genevieve
Harlem
Beaumont
Detroit
Harlem
Mobile
Peekskill
Benton Harbor

FL
MO
NY
TX
MI
NY
AL
NY
MI

29.239
37.979
40.827
30.080
42.331
40.827
30.695
41.290
42.117

-82.932
-90.048
-73.944
-94.127
-83.046
-73.944
-88.040
-73.920
-86.454

1923
1930
1935
1943
1943
1943
1943
1949
1960

Elaine Massacre

Tulsa Race Riot, Tulsa Race
Massacre, Greenwood Massacre
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Biloxi Beach
Bedford Stuyvesant
Chicago
Elizabeth
Harlem
Jersey City
Patterson
Philadelphia
Rochester
Los Angeles
Springfield
Cleveland
Dayton
San Francisco
Albany
Alton
Asbury Park
Atlanta
Aurora
Birmingham
Bridgeport
Bridgeton
Bridgeton
Buffalo
Cairo
Cambridge
Cambridge
Cincinatti
City of Orange
Clearwater
Columbus
Dayton
Dayton
Deerfield Beach
Des Moines
Detroit

MS
NY
IL
NJ
NY
NJ
NJ
PA
NY
CA
MA
OH
OH
CA
NY
MO
NJ
GA
IL
AL
CT
NJ
NJ
NY
IL
MD
MD
OH
NJ
FL
OH
OH
OH
FL
IA
MI

30.394
40.687
41.878
40.664
40.827
40.718
40.917
39.953
43.157
34.052
42.101
41.499
39.759
37.775
42.653
38.891
40.220
33.749
41.761
33.519
41.179
39.427
39.427
42.886
37.005
38.563
38.563
39.103
40.771
27.966
39.961
39.759
39.759
26.318
41.587
42.331

-88.900
-73.942
-87.630
-74.211
-73.944
-74.043
-74.172
-75.165
-77.609
-118.244
-72.590
-81.694
-84.192
-122.419
-73.756
-90.184
-74.012
-84.388
-88.320
-86.810
-73.189
-75.234
-75.234
-78.878
-89.176
-76.079
-76.079
-84.512
-74.233
-82.800
-82.999
-84.192
-84.192
-80.100
-93.625
-83.046

1960
1964
1964
1964
1964
1964
1964
1964
1964
1965
1965
1966
1966
1966
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967

East Orange

NJ

40.767

-74.205

1967

Detroit Rebellion, Detroit
Uprising
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East Palo Alto
East St. Louis
Elgin
Elizabeth
Englewood
Englewood
Erie
Flint
Fresno
Grand Rapids
Grand Rapids
Hamilton
Hammond
Hartford
Houston
Irvington
Jackson
Jamesburg
Jersey City
Jersey City
Kalamazoo
Lackawanna
Lakeland
Lansing
Lima
Long Beach
Lorain
Louisville
Marin City
Massillon
Maywood
Middletown
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Minneapolis
Montclair
Mount Clemens

CA
MO
IL
NJ
NJ
NJ
MI
MI
CA
MI
MI
OH
TX
CT
TX
NY
MS
NJ
NJ
NJ
MI
NY
FL
MI
OH
CA
OH
KY
CA
OH
IL
NJ
WI
WI
MN
NJ
MI

37.469
38.625
42.035
40.664
40.893
40.893
42.129
43.013
36.738
42.963
42.963
39.400
30.504
41.766
29.760
40.726
32.299
40.353
40.718
40.718
42.292
42.826
28.039
42.733
40.743
33.770
41.453
38.253
37.869
40.797
41.879
40.397
43.039
43.039
44.978
40.826
42.597

-122.141
-90.151
-88.283
-74.211
-73.973
-73.973
-80.085
-83.687
-119.787
-85.668
-85.668
-84.561
-90.461
-72.673
-95.370
-74.229
-90.185
-74.440
-74.043
-74.043
-85.587
-78.823
-81.950
-84.556
-84.105
-118.194
-82.182
-85.758
-122.509
-81.522
-87.843
-74.092
-87.906
-87.906
-93.265
-74.209
-82.878

1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967

98

Mount Vernon
Muskegon
Nashville
New Britain
New Brunswick
New Brunswick
New Castle
New Haven
New Haven
New London
New Rochelle
Newark
Newark
Newburgh
Niagara Falls
Nyack
Oakland
Omaha
Pasadena
Passaic
Patterson
Peekskill
Peoria
Pheonix
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Plainfield
Plainfield
Pontiac
Portland
Poughkeepsie
Prattville
Providence
Rahway
Riviera Beach
Rochester
Rockford

NY
MI
TN
CT
NJ
NJ
PA
CT
CT
CT
NY
NJ
NJ
NY
NY
NY
CA
NE
CA
NJ
NJ
NY
IL
AZ
PA
PA
NJ
NJ
MI
OR
NY
AL
RI
NJ
FL
NY
MI

40.913
43.234
36.163
41.661
40.486
40.486
40.730
41.308
41.308
41.356
40.911
40.736
40.736
41.503
43.096
41.091
37.804
41.257
34.148
40.857
40.917
41.290
40.694
33.448
39.953
40.441
40.634
40.634
42.639
45.512
41.700
32.464
41.824
40.608
26.775
43.157
42.271

-73.837
-86.248
-86.782
-72.780
-74.452
-74.452
-76.212
-72.928
-72.928
-72.100
-73.782
-74.172
-74.172
-74.010
-79.038
-73.918
-122.271
-95.935
-118.145
-74.128
-74.172
-73.920
-89.589
-112.074
-75.165
-79.996
-74.407
-74.407
-83.291
-122.659
-73.921
-86.460
-71.413
-74.278
-80.058
-77.609
-89.094

1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
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Rockford
Sacramento
Saginaw
Saint Paul
Saint Petersburg
San Bernardino
San Diego
San Francisco
Sandusky
Seaford
Seattle
South Bend
Spring Valley
Springfield
St. Louis
Syracuse
Tampa
Texarkana
Toledo
Tucson
Vallejo
Wadesboro
Waterbury
Waterloo
Waukegan
West Palm Beach
Wichita
Wyandanch
Ypsilanti
Baltimore
Bedford Stuyvesant
Chicago
Cincinatti
Cleveland
Denver
Detroit
Durham

MI
CA
MI
MN
FL
CA
CA
CA
OH
MO
WA
IN
NY
OH
MO
NY
FL
TX
OH
AZ
CA
NC
CT
IA
IL
FL
KS
NY
MI
MD
NY
IL
OH
OH
CO
MI
NC

42.271
38.582
43.419
44.954
27.768
34.108
32.716
37.775
41.456
38.641
47.606
41.676
41.113
39.924
38.627
43.048
27.951
33.425
41.653
32.223
38.104
34.968
41.558
42.493
42.364
26.715
37.687
40.754
42.241
39.290
40.687
41.878
39.103
41.499
39.739
42.331
35.994

-89.094
-121.494
-83.951
-93.090
-82.640
-117.290
-117.161
-122.419
-82.712
-75.611
-122.332
-86.252
-74.044
-83.809
-90.199
-76.147
-82.457
-94.048
-83.538
-110.975
-122.257
-80.077
-73.051
-92.343
-87.845
-80.053
-97.330
-73.360
-83.613
-76.612
-73.942
-87.630
-84.512
-81.694
-104.990
-83.046
-78.899

1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
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Goldsboro
Greensboro
Greenville
Harlem
Jackson
Joliet
Kansas City
Louisville
Memphis
Nashville
Pine Bluff
Pittsburgh
Raleigh
Trenton
Tuskeegee
Washington
Wilmington
Wilmington
Wilson
Youngstown
York
Asbury Park
Augusta
New Bedford
Attica

NC
MS
NC
NY
MS
IL
MO
KY
TN
TN
AR
PA
NC
NJ
MS
DC
DE
DE
NC
OH
PA
NJ
KS
MA
NY

35.385
32.299
35.613
40.827
32.299
41.525
39.100
38.253
35.150
36.163
34.228
40.441
35.780
40.221
32.430
38.907
34.210
39.745
35.721
41.100
39.963
40.220
33.473
41.636
42.864

-77.993
-90.185
-77.366
-73.944
-90.185
-88.082
-94.579
-85.758
-90.049
-86.782
-92.003
-79.996
-78.638
-74.760
-85.708
-77.037
-77.887
-75.548
-77.916
-80.650
-76.728
-74.012
-82.011
-70.934
-78.280

1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1968
1969
1970
1970
1970
1971

Pensacola
Miami
Miami
Tampa
Benton Harbor
Los Angeles
St. Petersburg
Cincinatti
Benton Harbor
Akron
Flatbush
Ferguson

FL
FL
FL
FL
MI
CA
FL
OH
MI
OH
NJ
MO

30.421
25.762
25.762
27.951
42.117
34.052
27.768
39.103
42.117
41.081
40.641
38.744

-87.217
-80.192
-80.192
-82.457
-86.454
-118.244
-82.640
-84.512
-86.454
-81.519
-73.962
-90.305

1976
1980
1982
1987
1990
1992
1996
2001
2003
2009
2013
2014
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Oakland
Baltimore
Charlotte
Milwaukee

CA
MD
NC
WI

37.804
39.290
35.227
43.039

-122.271
-76.612
-80.843
-87.906

2014
2015
2016
2016

