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“NCCP data [from the Louisiana Family Resource Simulator] will make a powerful
difference in helping state leaders reduce the state’s poverty challenges.”
– a former Louisiana State legislator, who said he had wanted for years to present
this kind of data but did not have the tools or expertise to develop them.

“Thank you for all your hard work on Unclaimed
Children Revisited and in the planning and execution
of this year’s Rosalynn Carter Symposium on
Mental Health Policy. I hope that our discussion

“As one who was involved in many of the efforts being discussed
[at NCCP’s School Readiness roundtable], it was
gratifying to see them start to bear fruit. The field
has moved a great deal in the past few years,

of the status of children’s mental health care

yet still some of the same vexing questions

in the United States will galvanize efforts to

persist. I have heard, and completely agree,

improve federal, state, and local policies

only very positive reactions to the meeting

to affect a public

everything from the quality

health approach

of the working papers

to children’s
mental health
services.”
– Rosalynn Carter

and presentations,
to the sense of
energy and urgency.”
– a former National Institute
of Child Health and Human
Development professional.
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From the dean
As the new dean of the Mailman School, I am both impressed
and inspired by NCCP’s work, which spans a wide spectrum
of research encompassing early childhood, health and mental
health, and family economic security. NCCP plays a leadership role nationally in conducting and synthesizing research for
America’s policymakers; helping them to understand and implement policies that will truly benefit low-income families in every
state and territory of the nation.
It is clear, as this annual report shows, that NCCP continues to
play an invaluable behind-the-scenes role in crafting America’s
public policy. The Center, for example, was in 2008 credited
as an important resource for testimony before a Senate committee working to develop a long-overdue update of the official
definition of poverty in this country.

♦ The American Library Association named NCCP’s Research
Connections one of the “Best Free Reference Web Sites,”
while the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
committed to five additional years of funding for the site,
a unique resource that offers access to original research
briefs, fact sheets, and datasets focusing on early care and
education.
As NCCP celebrates its twentieth year of service to our nation,
I applaud it as one of the Mailman School’s shining examples
of excellence, illustrating our desire to translate the School’s
science into action and make an impact in the communities we
serve. I look forward to many more years of NCCP’s continued
devotion to the health and well-being of America’s children and
families.

Among the highlights for NCCP in 2008:

♦ A new report on the state of children’s mental health in
America was the centerpiece of discussion for former
First Lady Rosalynn Carter’s annual symposium on mental
health policy.

♦ Another major report, regarding what the 50 states are
doing to maintain families’ economic security, could not
have met with better timing as the ripple effects of the
country’s financial crisis touched all socio-economic
classes, and especially low-income families.

Linda P. Fried, MD, MPH
Dean and DeLamar Professor, Mailman School of Public Health,
Columbia University
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From the outgoing director
				
				
			
			
			
			

This year, as we mark NCCP’s
20th anniversary, we have so
many things of which to be
proud, yet there is so much
more that we know needs to
be done.

			
Our work is driven by a vision of
		
an America where families are strong,
		
nurturing, and economically secure;
		
where healthy child development is
		
the norm across the country, and where
		
children’s opportunities don’t depend on
the state in which they live.
In the two decades since we began our mission to
shine a spotlight on the youngest children in poverty,
we have expanded that mission to include all children,
their families, and the socio-economic environment
around them.
Today we promote family-oriented policy solutions and the
smarter use of scarce public resources at the state, local, and
national levels. As a national policy center situated in an
academic institution, NCCP has developed a strong reputation
for using research to inform policy and practice, and to promote,
wherever possible, the use of research-informed, cost-effective

approaches to improve outcomes and reduce disparities in
access to quality services and informal supports for the 39
percent of American children and their families with household
incomes at or below 200 percent of the poverty level.
The challenges to implementing this vision are enormous. During
the last eight years, low-income children and their families have
lost ground. Although the percentage of low-income and poor
children declined steadily for most of the 1990s, it began to
increase again in 2000. In 2007, this percentage was at its
highest since 1998. Given the rapidly changing context of
today’s realities, we know NCCP must continue to deepen our
foothold as a national organization focused at the state level,
while we develop new capacities to bring our knowledge to
bear on the design and implementation of national policies.
In our quest to improve outcomes for low-income children and
families, NCCP is proud to be a part of the Mailman School
of Public Health as we work to embed a public health vision,
focusing on prevention and early intervention into America’s
child and family health and mental health polices and to serve
as an important placement and research resource to the School’s
students and faculty.
We couple this role with our commitment to strengthen the
public health framework to include more attention to reducing
disparities– based on race and ethnicity, language access, and
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income – and to addressing the core challenge at the heart
of so many public health challenges, both domestically and
internationally – poverty. In the coming years we will expand
our work on national policies as we strive to solidify our role as
a “go-to” organization for resources on child and family poverty,
and join the anti-poverty conversation with the public health
conversations to advance the wellbeing of children
and families.

Leadership Change

I am very proud of NCCP’s accomplishments during the past
year. We have had some remarkable successes in 2008. This
report focuses on those as well as takes a look back at our first
two decades – and if the past is predictive of the future, we
anticipate that 2009 and beyond will bring us closer to our
vision of rendering poverty in America a distant memory.

director of NCCP

With sadness for his loss, and gratitude for his leadership,
we dedicate this annual report to the memory of Dr. Allan
Rosenfield, dean of the Mailman School for 22 years, and
a tireless champion for low-income children and families,
for NCCP and its mission, and for social justice across the
entire world.

in the interim, while a search for a new director is

Jane Knitzer
Director, NCCP

While this report reflects
NCCP’s work in 2008, it
also looks forward to the
anniversary year of 2009.
Dr. Knitzer served as
through early February of
2009, when she retired.

Dr. Janice Cooper

Dean Fried has since named
Dr. Janice Cooper as director of the organization
undertaken by the University.
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Another milestone: 20 years of NCCP

I

n 1989, the National Center for
Children in Poverty was created
at the request of the Carnegie
Corporation and the Ford Foundation
to focus on the youngest children
in poverty. In the ensuing 20 years
NCCP’s mission has expanded to
include children of all ages, and their
families.

Today, NCCP’s breadth of research and
policy analysis places it as a premier
resource for highly credible information
and analysis for policymakers,
researchers, advocates, practitioners,
educators, and students.

NCCP:

♦ conducts original policy research on
cutting-edge issues;

♦ translates research for policymakers
in user friendly syntheses and
promotes public discourse on how
to use research in the real world to
improve its impact on the daily lives
of low-income children and families;

♦ works to improve the quality and
relevance of policy-related research,
helping to ensure researchers
address policymakers’ questions;

♦ maintains a unique niche through
its 50-state policy foci and analyses
and its work with individual states;

♦ uses on-the-ground knowledge –
from its close ties to practitioners,
advocates, and policymakers at
the community, state, and national
levels – to identify important gaps
in research to optimize positive
outcomes for children and families;
and

♦ strategically disseminates userfriendly materials and resources
(including fact sheets, policy briefs,
and web-based data tools and state
profiles), and identifies emerging
policy challenges and opportunities.
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Research and Policy Expertise
NCCP’s portfolio encompasses three
areas of research and policy expertise
– Health and Mental Health, Family
Economic Security, and Early Childhood
– that together are essential for children
to thrive. Each area is aligned closely
with the core public health paradigm,
and within each area, our work
generates knowledge and supports
improved public policy through relevant
research, as well as by facilitating
access to the research to those in the
best positions to use it.
NCCP’s Early Childhood Agenda
helps policy-makers focus on linking
policies to promote healthy development
across all aspects of a young child’s
life. Threading through all of NCCP’s
work in early childhood is attention
across all domains of development and
in the context of families. In a public
early childhood dialogue that focuses

primarily on improving early care and
education, NCCP calls for policies
that break down policy and practice
silos and promote common goals and
strategic fiscal planning across states
and communities to promote early
school success, healthy development
and nurturing parenting.
This is reflected in Improving the Odds
for Young Children, through which
NCCP has created state-specific early
childhood policy profiles that are now
being used to engage state leaders
and advocates in focused, ongoing
conversations. It is also reflected
in Project Thrive, supported by the
federal Maternal and Child Health
Bureau. NCCP’s role under a five-year
cooperative agreement is to support
the development of early childhood
comprehensive systems of care in all
states. The central tenet of the project is

Looking Back 20 Years

1989

The National Center for Children in Poverty is
created at Columbia University’s School of Public
Health at the request of the Carnegie Corporation
and the Ford Foundation to focus a spotlight on
the youngest children in poverty.

Judith E. Jones is the
Center’s founding
director.

The Center publishes its inaugural report,
Past Caring: A History of U.S. Preschool Care
and Education for the Poor, 1820-1965.
31,528,000 Americans live below the poverty
level.
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to focus maternal and child health policy
and practice on early childhood as part
of the public health pyramid.
Typically, our research examines the
programs and policies that affect
children, and how to help make those
policies and programs more effective
and transparent. We ask questions such
as, “How can the child care subsidy
system be improved?” or “How can
Medicaid be used to promote the needs
of children without diagnoses but at
risk of poor health and mental health
outcomes?”
But we also focus on how to improve
direct services and support to families.
How, for example, can home-visiting
programs respond to the many parents
of young children whose depression
interferes with their ability to parent?
What can program administrators do

1990

to help teachers implement emerging
knowledge about how vulnerable
children can enter school with the
literacy, early math and social emotional
skills they need?
Several themes cut across our research,
including the need to lift up families
economically even as we focus on
children’s specific needs; attention to
reducing racial/ethnic disparities in
access to and outcomes for low-income
children and families; attention to
children who fall into policy or service
voids because they are affected by
combinations of demographic, family,
and environmental risks that place them
at higher risk of failure.

Early Childhood
Health and Mental Health
Family Economic Security

NCCP is known for linking research and
knowledge with policy and practice.
Drawing on the wide range of research
we synthesize, the policy research we

Five Million Children: A Statistical Profile of Our
Poorest Young Citizens is published. It is the first
such publication of its kind, focusing on statistics
of young, poor children in the country.

The U.S. unemployment rate is 5.6 percent;
the price of a first-class postage stamp: 25 cents.

Looking Back 20 Years
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In November 2008

			

the Senate Democratic

		

Policy Committee cited

		

NCCP’s series on

		

chronic absenteeism as

		

the basis for one of its Fifty

New Policy Ideas for Senate Democrats:
“We should fund [at $50 million over five
years] demonstration programs targeted at
reducing chronic absence by improving tracking
of the problem and testing different methods of

conduct, our in-house expertise, and our
university affiliation, NCCP advances
solutions that are evidence-based, costeffective, and likely to have the greatest
impact. Even though we are a relatively
small organization, NCCP issues and
strategically disseminates between 30
and 40 influential publications each
year, ranging from succinct fact sheets
to primers for policymakers to in-depth
working papers.
Our reputation is based on far
more, however, than just the quality
and quantity of what we produce.
NCCP has developed strong, longterm relationships with many of the
key players who influence child

and family policy – state and local
government executives, legislative
staff, organizational leaders, program
directors, advocates, academic
researchers, and the media. Although
it is difficult to claim success for
changing specific policies and
improving research and its use, we
know that NCCP’s work has made
a difference. Examples include New
York City’s adoption of a child care
tax credit in 2007; Connecticut’s antipoverty agenda in 2004; or the use
of Research Connections documents
by policymakers, such as child care
licensing officials in Delaware or state
early childhood specialists in Wyoming.

engaging the families of the students involved...
the federal Department of Education should
work with the states to draw attention to
the problem and to gather better data on its
prevalence.”

1992

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation funds
three field-based pilot projects for NCCP and the
National Council of Churches to test the feasibility
of working through community ecumenical
groups to improve primary health care access for
children from poor families.

1993

U.S. Secretary of Health and
Human Services Donna E. Shalala
appoints NCCP’s Judith Jones to
the Advisory Committee on Head
Start Quality and Expansion.

Almost five million American
families receive cash assistance,
often called welfare.
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At the Forefront of Emerging Issues
NCCP regularly conducts roundtables
and webinars on emerging issues,
where we bring together key players
who don’t usually sit at the same table
– policymakers and their advisers,
program administrators, researchers,
funders, families, and advocates – to
explore issues that warrant increased
attention. By “connecting the dots”
across multiple knowledge perspectives,
NCCP accelerates new thinking and
new action on behalf of low-income
children and families and calls attention
to issues that need to be on the policy
radar screen but are not. Frequently
NCCP’s roundtables and webinars
lead to further opportunities to educate
decision makers. And they help frame
the next iteration of research and policy
analysis.

…and in the News
Throughout 2008 NCCP appeared in a variety of major mainstream
media, including the New York Times, Chicago Tribune, Houston
Chronicle, Education Week, CBS Television and National Public
Radio, as well as scores of local and regional publications, reflecting
our status as an increasingly relied-upon media resource on poverty
and its effects on American families and children.

1994

The NCCP mission expands
to include the families of lowincome children.

J. Lawrence Aber, PhD, a
nationally recognized expert
in child development and
social policy, is named
director of NCCP.

Jane Knitzer, EdD, best known for her authorship
of Unclaimed Children: The Failure of Public
Policies for Children and Adolescents in Need of
Mental Health Services, joins the Center as deputy
director.

Looking Back 20 Years
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Helpful Tools for Crafting Smart Policy

New public service brochure

NCCP is a leading source of
information and hub for tools about
state and community policy choices.
We provide more 50-state information
on child and family policy than any
other organization. With our readily
accessible web-based state-specific
profiles, policymakers, advocates, and
others can find state-level information
on early childhood policy choices
regarding health and mental health,
early care and education, and
parenting and economic supports.
Another set of profiles tracks state
choices regarding family economic
security, focusing on policies to promote
work attachment and advancement,
income adequacy, and asset
development. Through a recent grant
from the Atlantic Philanthropies NCCP
will extend the successful state policy
profiles available on young children to
the adolescent age group.

10 Important Questions
About Child Poverty
and Family Economic
Hardship was released
in late spring, to wide
acclaim. The brochure
is now being used as a
teaching tool around the
country in social and civic
organizations, as well as
by advocates, practitioners,
and funding organizations
interested in combating
poverty.

NCCP’s Family Resource Simulator
provides another unique resource
for understanding state policies by
modeling the interaction of earnings,
public benefits, and family expenses.
The Family Resource Simulator is
currently available for nearly 20
states, and over 100 localities within
those states. The Basic Needs Budget
Calculator – launched this year –
shows how much it takes for families
to afford minimum daily necessities
and challenges common assumptions
about basic family expenses. Together,
these resources – along with our
50-state profiles on demographics – are
increasingly positioning NCCP as the
“go-to” organization for state-specific
policy information about low-income
children, youth, and families.

NCCP staff members with former first lady Rosalynn
Carter at Mrs. Carter’s annual mental health
symposium in Atlanta, where the NCCP team
launched “Unclaimed Children Revisited.”
Photo by Kenneth Martinez

1995

NCCP is joined by the Society for Research on
Adolescence, the International Conference on
Infant Studies, and Division 7 of the American
Psychological Association in an effort to
disseminate research-based findings that will
buttress the country’s welfare reform debate.

1996

NCCP releases the first of three
editions of Map and Track: State
Initiatives for Young Children
and Families, which began to
track each of the 50 states’ early
childhood policies.

1997

NCCP’s Research Forum on Children,
Families, and the New Federalism
creates a new website to synthesize
and disseminate rapidly increasing
knowledge about welfare reform and
its effects on children and families.
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200 8 Highlights

I

n 2008, NCCP continued its
work throughout the country, even
as world, national, and local
events affected the socio-economic
landscape for America’s children and
families in ways that presented us
with new challenges – as well as new
opportunities. We streamlined our
headquarter facilities in a concerted belt
tightening effort to assure we use every
dollar we receive in the most efficient
way possible.

Health and Mental Health
In 2008, we concluded a study that
revisited, after 25 years, the first
children’s mental health policy study,
carried out in 1982 by Dr. Jane Knitzer,
which has been highly influential on
policy, research, and practice around
the country. The 50-state policy study
we completed this year builds on the
call for a public health model for mental

1999

health, advanced in the President’s New
Freedom Commission report in 2003
and, more recently, by the Institute of
Medicine’s report, Improving the Quality
of Health Care for Mental Health and
Substance Use Conditions.

Also in 2008, with an award from
the Atlantic Philanthropies, the Health
and Mental Health team began a
50-state analysis of health policies to
support health and development among
adolescents.

More than 850 participants in the 50
states, the District of Columbia, Guam,
and Puerto Rico were surveyed for
the report, which also includes case
studies in California and Michigan. The
study, Unclaimed Children Revisited:
The Status of Children’s Mental Health
Policy in the United States was released
and its findings formed the basis for the
24th Annual Rosalyn Carter Symposium
on Mental Health Policy, in Atlanta in
November. The report calls for much
greater attention to prevention and early
intervention in children’s mental health,
particularly for young children from birthfive and school-aged children.

NCCP solidified its leadership role
in early childhood health and mental
health by bringing the early childhood
health and mental health message to
every major gathering of leaders in
early childhood.

The federal government projects a budget
surplus of $2.9 trillion for the coming decade.
NCCP recommends the surplus be seen as an
opportunity to reduce child poverty nationwide,
predicting that if the money is spent wisely, the
child poverty rate can be cut in half by 2009.

The Center’s role in early childhood
policy support was recognized with
a grant award from the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) to provide
policy support to Project LAUNCH,
an initiative for early childhood
public health and social emotional
development in communities.

The School of Public Health becomes the
Mailman School of Public Health with a
gift from the family of Joseph L. Mailman,
to honor his memory. Mailman was a
prominent businessman who was deeply
committed to the welfare of others.

Looking Back 20 Years
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Family Economic Security
In 2008, the Family Economic Security
team continued its focus on improving
state-level policy. In August, we released
a major report, Staying Afloat in Tough
Times: What States Are and Are Not
Doing to Promote Family Economic
Security, which tracked policy choices –
across all 50 states – that help families
cope with economic hardship. The
findings were derived from NCCP’s
State Profiles on Family Economic
Security.
Throughout the year, we worked
closely with state-level partners – in
Illinois, Iowa, New Mexico, Texas,
and Washington – to improve work
support policies. Increasingly, states
(such as Vermont, Louisiana, Ohio, and
Delaware) are turning to us to analyze

2000

The number of American families receiving
cash assistance has dropped 56 percent in
seven years – to 2.2 million families.
The U.S. unemployment rate is 4 percent; the
price of a first-class postage stamp: 34 cents.

2001

The NCCP mission further
expands to include children
of all ages (birth to 18).

their work support policies in the
context of new anti-poverty initiatives.
We expanded the reach of the Family
Resource Simulator, which now covers
20 states representing 60% of the
nation’s low-income families.
NCCP also continued to be at the
forefront of efforts to modernize the
official poverty measure and create
a decent living standard. NCCP’s
newly released Basic Needs Budget
Calculator is an example of the latter
– the tool provides a measure of the
income needed for families to make
ends meet; data are available for nearly
80 localities across 12 states.
A new public awareness brochure,
Ten Important Questions about Child
Poverty and Family Economic Hardship,
received widespread acclaim.

2002

An NCCP report shows that the
downturn in New York City’s
economy after the September 11, 2001
attacks is imperiling the progress that
the city had made in moving people
from welfare to work.
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Early Childhood
In March the Early Childhood team
released Regional Profiles of Early
Childhood Policies and a companion
user guide for the 10 regions of the
country defined by the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services. The fourpage profiles integrate early childhood
policy and demographic data and show
what states are and are not doing in
comparison to neighboring states.
NCCP continues to promote sophisticated management of research knowledge
in the early childhood arena. Designated by the American Library Association
as one of the Best Free Reference
Web Sites of 2008, Childcare & Early
Education Research Connections
(www.researchconnections.org) is a

2003

Lawrence Aber leaves his post
as director of the Center.

unique knowledge management infrastructure that offers a comprehensive,
one-stop access to original research reports, policy briefs, fact sheets and datasets for researchers and policymakers. In
early autumn, we received commitment
for five additional years of funding from
the Office of Planning, Research and Education in the Administration of Children
and Families of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. For our
work, in partnership with the Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social
Research at the University of Michigan.
Research Connections Fellows represent
national policy and professional organizations in the field. They respond to
technical assistance requests from their
members, help inform the continual improvement of the site and development
of new policy-relevant content.

The NCCP offices are moved from the Mailman
campus at 168th Street, to its current location at
215 West 125th Street in Manhattan.

Looking Back 20 Years

NCCP’s leadership in the area of
chronic absenteeism in the early grades
has put it once again at the forefront of
reliable resources on a largely underexamined national phenomenon. The
year saw the conclusion of NCCP’s
multi-part, national study showing how
schools and communities, working
together, can significantly reduce
chronic early absence. Another area
where NCCP is taking a leadership role
is in the area of tolerance and diversity,
the results of which will unfold in the
coming year.

2004

Jane Knitzer is named director
of NCCP.
From 2002-2004, an average of
12.4 percent of Americans lived
in poverty.
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Resources
Financial Resources – NCCP is funded
primarily by foundation grants and
support from federal agencies, including
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, Administration for
Children, Youth and Families, Child
Care Bureau; Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA); and Maternal and Child
Health Bureau.
Private foundations supporting NCCP’s
work now include: A.L. Mailman
Family Foundation; Annie E. Casey
Foundation; Atlantic Philanthropies;
Bernard Van Leer Foundation; Buffett

2005

NCCP raises awareness among colleague
organizations, policy makers, advocates
and in the media - on why Social Security
matters to children, asserting that Social
Security provides more benefits to
children than any other social program.

NCCP leads the national conversation
on embedding more attention to
social and emotional development
and infant and early childhood mental
health through a series of wellreceived issue briefs.

Early Childhood Fund; California
Endowment; Commonwealth Fund;
David and Lucille Packard Foundation;
Irving Harris Foundation; John D. and
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation;
Marguerite Casey Foundation;
Picower Foundation; Seattle
Foundation; W.K. Kellogg Foundation;
and Zellerbach Family Foundation.
Other funding entities include the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette;
State of Vermont, Department
for Children and Families; and
anonymous donors.

Hurricane Katrina ravages the U.S. gulf coast,
shining a piercing light for all of America on the
breathtaking, abject poverty in the submerged
city of New Orleans – and sounding an alarm
that, in this regard, New Orleans is not unique
among the nation’s cities.
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How You Can Help
As the child poverty rate continues to
climb, NCCP’s unique role has never
mattered more. No other group has
our ability to identify the most relevant
data, craft recommendations grounded
in solid research, and communicate with
the real decision makers.
To secure NCCP’s ongoing vitality,
we are undertaking a major initiative
to expand and diversify our base of
core support. Additional funding would
allow NCCP not only to maintain
the scope and excellence of our
extraordinary research tools, become
more agile at using our expertise on
emerging issues, but also to launch new
endeavors to leverage that expertise.
These might include establishing
leadership fellowships to promote
racial diversity within the fields of early
childhood, health and mental health,

and economic security; mentoring
mid-career professionals; training the
next generation of researchers to turn
academic findings into results; and
creating networks that bring together
direct-service providers with policy
leaders. We welcome inquiries from
interested individuals, corporate donors,
foundation officers, and others who wish
to invest in children’s – and our nation’s
– future.

In 2008 NCCP streamlined its headquarters in a
concerted belt-tightening effort. Here, Dr. Knitzer
cuts a celebratory ribbon in the new offices.

2007

NCCP provides data and leadership to another national conversation – this one about
how poverty is gauged. In a hearing before Congress, NCCP asserts that the way poverty
is measured in America is obsolete, and urges the creation of a more accurate measure to
help us do a better job of effectively addressing the problem.

Looking Back 20 Years
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Key Publications in 2008
Drawing on the exhaustive research we synthesize, the policy
research we conduct, and on the expertise of our own staff,
NCCP publications are valued resources for policymakers,
advocates, scholars, the media, and the public. NCCP issues
and strategically disseminates 30 - 40 influential publications
each year. These range from succinct fact sheets to primers that
provide detailed background along with an overview of key
points. In 2008 we published the following (available at
www.nccp.org):

Briefs

Reports

Who are America’s Poor Children? The Official Story

Unclaimed Children Revisited: The Status of Children’s Mental Health
Policy in the United States
Low-Income Children in the United States: National and State Trend
Data, 1997-2007
Making Work Pay for Iowa’s Families
Chronic Absence in the Early Grades
Staying Afloat in Tough Times: What States Are and Aren’t Doing to
Promote Family Economic Security
Promoting Social Inclusion and Respect for Diversity in Early Childhood
Present, Engaged, and Accounted For: The Critical Importance of
Addressing Chronic Absence in the Early Grades
Report of a Meeting, June 25, 2007 - Promoting Tolerance and
Respect for Diversity in Early Childhood
A View from the Field: Promoting Tolerance and Respect for Diversity
in Early Childhood
Towards Better Behavioral Health for Children, Youth and their
Families Financing that Supports Knowledge
The Influence of Maternal and Family Risk on Chronic Absenteeism in
Early Schooling

Demographics of Family, Friend, and Neighbor Child Care in the
United States
State Indicators for Early Childhood - Short Take No. 7
Reducing Maternal Depression and Its Impact on Young Children:
Toward a Responsive Early Childhood Policy Framework

Fact Sheets
The Challenges of Child Care: More Help Needed for Houston’s
Families
Basic Facts about Low-Income Children, Birth to Age 6
Basic Facts about Low-Income Children, Birth to Age 3
Basic Facts about Low-Income Children, Birth to Age 18
The Challenges of Child Care: More Help Needed for San Antonio’s
Families
Making Work Supports Work - Project Description
Measuring Poverty in the United States
How Maternal, Family and Cumulative Risk Affect Absenteeism in
Early Schooling: Facts for Policymakers

Statement
Statement on Establishing a Modern Poverty Measure
Ten Important Questions About Child Poverty and Family Economic
Hardship

Bibliography
Annotated Bibliography - Promoting Tolerance and Respect for Diversity
in Early Childhood
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NCCP Staff
Jane Knitzer, EdD, Director*
Nancy K. Cauthen, PhD, Deputy Director

Senior Research Staff
Janice L. Cooper, PhD, Director, Child Health and Mental Health**
J. Lee Kreader, PhD, Director, Research Connections
Mariajosé Romero, PhD, Senior Research Associate
Yumiko Aratani, PhD, Senior Research Associate

Research Staff
Patti Banghart, MSW, Research Associate
Jodie Briggs, MA, Policy Analyst
Michelle Chau, Research Analyst

Administrative Staff

Donna Craig, MS, Manager, Librarian/Information Services

Carmela Smith, Director of Operations

Kinsey Alden Dinan, MA, Senior Policy Associate

Susan McMahon, MA, Manager, Finance and Budget

Ayana Douglas-Hall, MPH, Research Associate

Juan Carlos Abreu, Senior Systems Administrator

Sarah Fass, MPH, Policy Associate

Angela Keyes, Administrative Assistant

Daniel Ferguson, Research Assistant

Jesse Ramirez, Senior Clerk

Fritz Herrick, MLIS, Research Assistant

Casey Scott, Executive Assistant

Louisa Higgins, MA, Project Coordinator

Michael Soward, Administrative Assistant

Sharmila Lawrence, MIA, Research Associate

Jeanette Tejeda, Junior Accountant

Rachel Masi, Research Assistant
Bridget A. McElroy, Research Assistant

Communications Staff

Jessica Purmort, Research Assistant

Morris Ardoin, MS, APR, Director, Communications and Public Affairs

Susan Wile Schwarz, MPH, Research Analyst

Amy Palmisano, Manager, Design and Production

Alex L. Tavares, MEd, Research Associate

Diana Barnes-Brown, Communications Associate

Jessica Vick, PhD, Senior Research Analyst

Telly Valdellon, Production Associate

* Outgoing Director
** Interim Director
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