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Captions for 7 figures 
 
Figure 1.  Qurʾan, sura al-Naḥl (16:33-50); the floral sprays in the margins are functional 
illumination, which on the right-hand page marks verse 16:40 as a completed group of 20 
verses and on the left-hand page a prostration for verse 16:50.  MS arab., h = 18 cm, no place 

(Ottoman empire), colophon dated 1266/1850.  Provenance unknown.  Arabic MS 5, Burke 
Library at Union Theological Seminary, Columbia University in the City of New York. 

 
Figure 2.  Qurʾan, suras al-Fātiḥah and al-Baqarah (1:1-2:5).  MS arab. with interlinear Persian 
translation, h = 24 cm, no place (Iran or India), colophon dated Ramāḍān 1154/Nov. 1741.  
Smith MS Or 222, gift of David Eugene Smith (1860–1944), 1931, Rare Book and Manuscript 
Library, Columbia University in City of New York. 

 

Please place Figures 1-2 on the page facing the opening page with the first two paragraphs 

 

Figure 3.  Qurʾan, suras al-Taḥrīm and al-Mulk (66:6-67:5); the right-hand page is a formal, yet 
unfinished replacement leaf without rubrication; the rubricated marginal note on the left-hand 
page marks verse 67:1 as the beginning of the Qurʾan’s 29th section (juzʾ).  MS arab., h = 25 
cm, no place (Syria), no date (1600–1800), fols. 310b-311a.  The American missionary Tillman 
C. Howbridge received this Qurʾan as a gift from his Turkish teacher Arif Bey, a Muslim in 

Erzurum, Anatolia, before 1868, and in 1883 Union Theological Seminary purchased the 
manuscript from Howbridge’s nephew.  Arabic MS 3, Burke Library at Union Theological 
Seminary, Columbia University in the City of New York. 

 

Figure 4.  Qurʾan, suras al-Fātiḥah and al-Baqarah (1:1-2:5).  Lithograph, h = 19 cm, no place 
(Iran), no date (1850–1914).  OT40 1800+, Gift in the memory of Henry Preserved Smith (1847-
1927), 1935, Burke Library at Union Theological Seminary, Columbia University in the City of 
New York. 

 
Figure 5.  Qurʾan, suras al-Fātiḥah and al-Baqarah (1:1-2:4); the decorative frames are printed 
from type ornaments. Corani textus arabicus, ed. Gustav Flügel. 2d ed. Leipzig: Tauchnitz, 
1841, unpaginated opening pages.  Stereotyped, h = 26 cm.  Provenance unknown.  893.7K84 
IE41, Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Columbia University in City of New York.   
 
Figure 6a.  Quʾran, sura al-Baqarah (2:1-25); the right-hand page with verses 2:1-13 is an 
informal replacement with the wrong text distribution, as the text on this page should have 
started with the first sura al-Fātiḥah. 

 
Figure 6b.  Qurʾan, suras Lahab, al-Ikhlāṣ, al-Falaq, and al-Nās (111:1-114:5); followed by 
finispieces; both pages show informal repairs with paper strips to stabilize torn and otherwise 
damaged margins of the original leaves. 
 
MS arab., h = 14 cm, no place (Iraq or Iran), no date (1100–1300).  Provenance unknown. 
Arabic MS 1, Burke Library at Union Theological Seminary, Columbia University in the City of 
New York. 
 

Please place Figures 6a-b on the same page, as they are from the same manuscript. 

 


