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Overturning Circulation (AMOC), the extent of northern ice shelves
and sea-ice, which also affected the moisture sources of precipi-
tation on the Greenland ice sheet, and therefore its growth (Boers
et al., 2018). These variations in the extent of the sea ice during
the last climatic cycle (LCC, about 130e15 kyr) affected the west-
erlies and the position of the polar jet stream, and consequently
storm track trajectories (Lohmann et al., 2020). The resulting con-
tinental records have been mainly interpreted in terms of tem-
perature, precipitation or vegetation changes related to the
variation between GIs and GSs (Sanchez-Goni et al., 2008). The d18O
increases in the Greenland NGRIP ice core record, named
Dansgaard-Oeschger events (DOE), correspond to an average tem-
perature difference of about þ11.8 �C on the top of the Greenland
ice sheet (Kindler et al., 2014), associated with substantial re-
organizations of the ecosystems in mid-latitude Europe (Harrison
and Sanchez Go~ni, 2010; Sanchez Go~ni and Harrison, 2010;
Sanchez Go~ni et al., 2017). Furthermore, the presence of ice sheets
and ice caps over Great Britain, Scandinavia and the Alps enhanced
the zonal circulation during GS, as supported by numerical exper-
iments (Sima et al., 2009, 2013).

Loess sequences, eolian deposits, are well developed all over
Europe, especially between 48� and 52�N, where one or more
climate cycles have been recorded (Kukla, 1970) (Fig. 1). During the
LCC intensive deposition of dust over Europe was accompanied by a
reduction or practically absence of arboreal cover in NW Europe
during GSs (Woillard, 1978), and by sea-level lowering exposing
large areas of the continental shelf to eolian erosion. Strong in-
creases in fluvial transport and sedimentation by periglacial
braided rivers released large amounts of material available for
deflation (Lautridou, 1985; Rousseau et al., 2018; Vandenberghe
and Maddy, 2001). Geochemical study of LGM samples from Eu-
ropean loess sequences located along a longitudinal transect from
Brittany to Ukraine shows that these deposits correspond only to a
regional (hundreds of kilometers) transport of the available eolian
material (Rousseau et al., 2014). Extensive multidisciplinary in-
vestigations of European loess deposits along a longitudinal tran-
sect at 50�N (Fig. 1) reveal that the millennial-scale climate
variations observed in the North-Atlantic marine and Greenland
ice-core records of the LCC are well preserved in the succession of
paleosol-loess alternations or doublets (Rousseau et al., 2002,
2007). Loess units represent GSs, while GIs correspond to either
Fig. 1. Map of the European loess deposits with indication of the location of studied record
expansion of the Greenland, Iceland, British, and Fennoscandian ice sheets. Map drawn by

2

paleosols of various types or slightly pedogenic horizons, depend-
ing on the GI duration (Rousseau et al., 2017a, 2017b). Loess de-
posits are interpreted to correspond to coarse paleodust
transported at rather low elevations in the atmospheric boundary
layer (from about 300 to a maximum 3000 m) at local to regional
scales (Rousseau et al., 2014). Finer paleodust may have been
transported at much higher elevation by the general circulation,
allowing deposition at higher latitudes (Antoine et al., 2009b; Pye,
1995; Pye and Zhou,1989; Rousseau et al., 2014, 2017b; Ujvari et al.,
2015; Vandenberghe, 2013). Along the 50�N transect, the Nussloch
profile yields the most-detailed record of the paleosol-loess alter-
nation of the LCC making this record a key European sequence
(Antoine et al., 2001, 2009b; Moine et al., 2017; Rousseau et al.,
2002, 2007, 2017a, 2017b). The succession of paleosol-loess dou-
blets in Nussloch is characterized by a variable thickness and the
different types of paleosols in the sequences, ranging fromwestern
Europe eastward to Ukraine (Rousseau et al., 2011). These spatial
characteristics help to evaluate the duration of the paleosol for-
mation, and develop a more precise chronology of the eolian
deposition over the vast European territory. Although a funda-
mental element in the definition of loess stratigraphy, is to identify
pedogenic units, they are very limited in the construction of reliable
timescales for further model-data comparisons (Rousseau et al.,
2017a, 2017b).

In this study, we propose new estimates of the sedimentation
rate (SR) and mass accumulation rate (MAR) of European loess
sequences. First, we reconstruct these parameters for the reference
sequence of Nussloch, especially for the various identified GS
equivalents during which dust deposition occurred. Next, we
expand this study to other European records based on their
stratigraphical correlations with Nussloch through observed
marker layers and available dates. Finally, our estimates are
compared with previous published estimates for other European
loess series, and with Chinese loess sequences. A comparison is also
made with dust deposition reconstructions in Europe from the Last
Glacial Maximum (LGM) modeling studies (Kageyama et al., 2018).
2. The Nussloch loess sequence

The Nussloch loess sequence is the key reference for the Euro-
pean LCC (Z€oller and L€oscher,1997). It is located on the right bank of
s in this paper, of the depth of the last glacial maximum sea level low stand and of the
P. Antoine in Rousseau et al. (2014) modified.
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the Rhine River, south of Heidelberg in Germany, on a plateau
overhanging a wide floodplain (Fig. 1). The loess deposits are
distributed along ridges oriented NW-SE (Antoine et al., 2001) in
which a succession of alternating paleosol-loess doublets have
been identified (Antoine et al., 2001, 2009b; Bibus et al., 2007;
Rousseau et al., 2002, 2007, 2017a, 2017b). These doublets are
correlated very precisely with the succession of GI-GS doublets
from the Greenland NGRIP ice core through 14C dates on earth-
worm granules (Moine et al., 2017) supporting previous strati-
graphical assignment of the pedogenic units, mostly for the highly
dilated sedimentary section covering the 40 ka to 18 ka interval.
Erosion is not evident between the pedogenic and the loess units
from the sampling profile (see Supplementary figure 2 in (Rousseau
et al., 2017a)) except for the occurrence of a large thermokarst
erosion gully at the base of the Middle Pleniglacial record (TK2 in
(Antoine et al., 2009a)). Timing of paleosol formation is in agree-
ment with the detailed and well-dated records of GI in Turkish cave
deposits located at about the same longitude as our easternmost
studied loess sequence (Stayky in Ukraine (Rousseau et al., 2011)).
In these speleothems, GIs are expressed by the responses of local
ecosystems by the expansion of C3 plants and higher soil activity
(Fleitmann et al., 2009). Interestingly, the identified pedogenic
units in Nussloch range between brown boreal paleosols to tundra
gleys to embryonic oxidized horizons. They are characterized by the
lowest d13C from the preserved organic matter in the sediment
(Hatt�e et al., 1998), corresponding to GI 17 to GI 2, in addition to the
identified interglacial Bt horizon at the base of the sequence
(Antoine et al., 2009b) (Fig. 2).

The identification of different types of paleosols and pedogenic
horizons in Nussloch, is fundamental. We have used the established
correlation to the Greenland records (Moine et al., 2017; Rousseau
et al., 2017a, 2017b) to estimate the maximum amount of time
needed to reach their different degrees of maturation and devel-
opment. To identify these time lapses more precisely, we employed
two independent NGRIP d18O and dust concentration data to indi-
cate variations of atmospheric temperature and dustiness in the
Greenland area, respectively. Our correlating strategy slightly dif-
fers from the definition of a GI event duration applied in other
studies, where the sharp end of the d18O decrease alone defines the
end of a GI. Our correlation was conducted both visually and
algorithmically to both proxy records (i.e., the GIs are defined to last
from the beginning of the abrupt d18O increase or the dust con-
centration decrease until the timewhen d18O or dust return to their
initial value before the GI onset).

Rousseau et al. (2017a) have analyzed the GIs in both d18O and
dust NGRIP records, showing that the abrupt change in these
proxies averages from 50 to 150 years. The proxies have two
different origins with d18O mostly from the North Atlantic surface
water and the dust predominantly from the Chinese northern de-
serts. From a statistical point of view the lead or lag between the
start of the change of these two proxies is negligible (2017a).
Therefore, we assume that although a short lag of several decades
could exist between the changes in the d18O in Greenland ice core
and the start of the paleosol or tundra gley formation, such a lag
cannot be distinguished in the centennial-resolved loess deposits.
Similarly, the GIs/GS transitions in the d18O and the dust records,
are rather contemporaneous (2017a). Therefore the paleosol and
tundra gley formation ended at the same time, i.e., as indicated in
the Rasmussen et al. (2014) chronology. To reduce the uncertainty
about this time interval assignment, extremely high-resolution
sampling of every paleosol and tundra gley could be performed
but age errors between these two records still cannot be well
resolved due to their different sensitivity to climate changes.
Consequently, we reliably estimate the duration of the GIs as the
3

maximum time for the development of the paleosols observed in
Nussloch, (Rousseau et al., 2017a).

Subsequently, Rousseau et al. (2017b), proposed an alternative
way of investigating the Nussloch eolian deposits in order to
convert it into terms of a deposition budget. As expected, when
taking into account paleosol or pedogenic unit formation, SR and
MAR cannot be estimated by assuming a continuous accumulation
of eolian deposits between two available dates as is classically
performed for marine, ice or lake records, Following the detailed
correlations defined between Nussloch and NGRIP stratigraphies
(Fig. 2), with one pedogenic unit corresponding to a particular GI,
(Moine et al., 2017; Rousseau et al., 2002, 2007, 2017a, 2017b), we
applied to the loess sequence the dates obtained for every start and
end of a GI, as determined by Rasmussen et al. (2014). This repre-
sents a reliable compromise with our estimates described previ-
ously, following the acknowledged synchronicity of DO events in
numerous worldwide paleoclimate records (Adolphi et al., 2018).
We considered that LCC paleosols in European loess sequences at
50�N, were developed from the underlying loess deposits after the
eolian sedimentation ceased, and therefore should be considered as
the upper part of the eolian deposits (Taylor and Lagroix, 2015;
Taylor et al., 2014; Vandenberghe et al., 2014). Moreover, the eolian
sequences on top of the developed paleosols can be considered to
have restarted after the formation of each pedogenic units. This
makes the time evolution of these loess sequences nonlinear and a
bit more complex than the classical continuous sedimentation.
Therefore, considering that the stratigraphical succession of the
identified units was developed on the underlying parent material,
the time’s arrow, from the bottom to the top of the sequence, al-
ways changed direction during the pedogenic development by
moving downward in the sequence, and finally moved upward
from the top of the paleosols. Such conceptual evolution of the
time’s arrow completely differs from that happens in Asian loess
sequences, and other paleoclimatological records, i.e., lake, marine
or ice cores where time only goes upward (Kukla and Koci, 1972;
Rousseau et al., 2017a). For that reason, a determined eolian in-
terval, equivalent to a GS, corresponds to both the thickness of the
visible loess layer and the thickness of the layer, which underwent
soil forming processes (blue arrow in Fig. 2). The pedogenesis itself
fits with the GI duration (red arrow in Fig. 2). As a result, the
Nussloch stratigraphy can be read as expressed in Table 1, allowing
an improved estimate the SRs and the MARs that are required for
comparison with other loess records and also with model outputs.

In the 60e23 ka b2k interval, corresponding to four long-term
cooling cycles recognized by, Bond et al. (1993) we have labeled
“Bond Cycle a” (BCA) the cycle lasting from GI4 to GS3/HE2, “Bond
Cycle b” (BCB) the cycle lasting from GI8 to GS5/HE3, “Bond cycle c”
(BCC) the cycle lasting from GI12 to GS9/HE4, and “Bond Cycle d”
(BCD) the cycle lasting from GI14 to GS13/HE5 in the Nussloch loess
sequence (Fig. 2). By reference to Rasmussen et al. (2014) chro-
nology, SR varies in the whole Nussloch sequence between 186 and
22 cm/kyr (Fig. 2, Table 1). More precisely, according to the corre-
lation of the Nussloch loess sequence with NGRIP ice-core record,
SR varies between 186 and 111 cm/kyr during BCA, lasting between
28,900 yr and 23,340 yr b2k, 127-46 cm/kyr during BCB, lasting
between 38,220 yr and 28,900 yr b2k, 165-22 cm/kyr during BCC,
lasting between 46,860 yr and 38,220 yr b2k, and 224-59 cm/kyr
during BCD, lasting between 54,220 yr and 46,860 yr b2k. Inter-
estingly, the maximum SR value in every Bond Cycle is not reached
at its end, when HE was released in the North Atlantic, but at its
penultimate stadial (Table 1). This appears in agreement with re-
constructions of wind speed and environmental conditions which
show coldest and windest GSs compared to HEs (Sima et al, 2009,
2013). Such results also agree with the interpretation of the Black
Sea temperature response to glacial millennial climate variability
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during the LCC, indicating that HE-stadials in this area were cooler
than the regular stadials (Wegwerth et al., 2015), as also indicated
by Ganopolski and Rahmstorf (2001) and Zhang et al. (2014)
modeling experiments.

To convert our SRs into MARs, we applied the equation defined
by Kohfeld and Harrison (2003), MAR ¼ f*SR*BD with
SR ¼ sedimentation rate, f ¼ fraction of sediment which is eolian,
and BD ¼ the bulk density considered as constant with a value of
1.65 g/cm3 for loess (Pye, 1987). Frechen et al. (2003) previously
applied this equation to European loess series, among which are
some of the sequences we analyzed in the present study for further
comparison. Therefore, the bulk MAR in Nussloch, with f ¼ 1,
because considering bulk samples, varies between 2578 and 414 g/
m2/yr (Fig. 2; Table 1) over the 60e23 ka b2k interval. Similarly to
our SR computation, the bulk MAR can be decomposed into
3067e1825 g/m2/yr during BCA, 2102e762 g/m2/yr during BCB,
2723-369 g/m2/yr during BCC, and 3702e980 g/m2/yr during BCD.
These estimates are by far different than those from Frechen et al.
(2003), i.e. 6129e1213 g/m2/yr also for Nussloch. These latter
values were, however calculated using a simple accumulation age
model without including the soil developments on top of the lower
eolian units as applied in our study. Notably, both our new
maximum and minimum estimates indicate much lower value by a
factor of 2e3 respectively, differences that are not negligible.

From our study, BCA is the time interval showing the highest
values in both bulk SR and MAR in Nussloch. This seems to be
intuitively evident because this time interval corresponds to the
maximum dust concentration in Greenland (Rasmussen et al.,
2014). This period was indeed apparently the most favorable for
dust emission, transport and deposition in the Northern Hemi-
sphere because of the coldest and driest conditions recorded (Clark
et al., 2009) and the largest deflation areas available in relation to
the lowest sea level (Grant et al., 2012). BCB also shows high values,
but has a much smaller magnitude than that obtained for BCA.
However, as this result is only evident in Nussloch, testing with
other high-resolution European loess sequences is needed.
3. European loess sequences

Some other high-resolution loess sequences located at 50�N
were investigated at high resolution to detect the occurrence of
paleosols, markers of millennial scale variations during the LCC
(Rousseau et al., 2018). Distributed in the same latitude from the
North of France to Ukraine, several representative loess records are
selected for comparisonwith the Nussloch key sequence, such as St.
Pierre-l�es-Elbeuf and other related sequences (France) (Antoine
et al., 1999, 2014, 2016), Harmignies and Remicourt (Belgium)
(Antoine et al., 2001), Dolni Vestonice (Czech Republic) (Antoine
et al., 2013), Zlota (Poland) (Moska et al, 2015, 2018) and Stayky
(Ukraine) (Rousseau et al., 2011).We included the Serbian sequence
Surduk located in the Carpathian Basin for comparison because this
region should have experienced a particular circulation dynamics
during the LCC linked to its particular geographical configuration
(Antoine et al., 2009a). The basin is almost closed due the presence
of the Carpathian arch to the north and the east, the Alpine Ice Cap
covers all the Alps to the west and the Dinarides Alps to the south.
Fig. 2. Nussloch bulk sedimentation rate (SR) and mass accumulation rate (MAR) over the in
identification of the loess and paleosol units as discussed in the text (from (Antoine et al., 201
depositions (in blue), paleosol developments (in red) after the stop in the dust sedimenta
terstadials. SR and MAR as estimated from NGRIP d18O timescale (Rasmussen et al., 2014). On
a to d are from the present study. The insert at the bottom of the figure explains how time
references to colour in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the Web version of this

5

Sima et al., 2009, 2013 have demonstrated a similar pattern in dust
emission and transport all over Europe during GS and GI conditions
showing that with the vegetation development in late Spring, the
emission of dust was prevented, and therefore deposited at further
distance. A comparison of the modeling results and the geochem-
ical study of sequences along a longitudinal transect from Brittany
towards Ukraine, Rousseau et al. (2014) demonstrated that the
eolian deposits were mainly originated from various regional
sources along this longitudinal transect including the English
Channel. While dust pulses may have occurred very locally, the
general pattern remains comparable as supported by the numerous
dates obtained in the studied sequences.

The correlation of the LCC record among different sequences
relies upon the identification of key paleosols horizons, based on
the published 14C and luminescence dates and the grain size vari-
ations of these loess records. Preliminary correlations have been
discussed in the previous papers presenting the studied sites
(Antoine et al., 1999, 2001, 2009b, 2013, 2016; Moska et al., 2015,
2018; Rousseau et al., 2011). The resulting correlations between
Nussloch and the other sequences has been presented in Rousseau
et al. (2017a), see description in the manuscript with references
herein and the supplementary figure S1 illustrating the correlations
between the identified groups of horizons). The thickness of the
identified units and their time assignment according to NGRIP
chronology are presented in Tables 1 and 2. By assigning the NGRIP
dates to the various units of the Nussloch sequence after consid-
ering identified site-specificity, we infer that BCA and BCB, the
dustiest intervals of the LCC in Nussloch, are preferably preserved
as well in all the sequences, with the exception of Dolni Vestonice
where only BCA is best recorded and useable for comparisons. We
investigate the variations of both SR and MAR along this longitu-
dinal transect for the time intervals that these two Bond cycles
represent (Figs. 3 and 4, S1; Table 2).

3.1. Sedimentation rates (SRs) (Fig. 3)

Along the 50�N and if the values obtained at the site of St Pierre-
l�es-Elbeuf, which is a composite record, and very different from the
other sites, SR ranges between 231 and 104 cm/kyr for the
maximum, and between 57 and 14 cm/kyr for the lowest values.
When considering the two most recent Bond Cycles, BCA always
shows the highest values either for the maximum and the mini-
mum ranges (231e104 and 137-51 cm/kyr) than BCB (204e84 and
57-20 cm/kyr) (Table 2, Fig. 3). Although the general circulationwas
rather controlled by the westerlies, a gradient emerges from the
data when considering the bulk sediment with higher SRs west-
ward compared to central and eastern Europe (Fig. 3). No specific
pattern seems to be associated to Surduk, either during BCA and
BCB.

3.2. Mass accumulation rates (MARs) (Fig. 4)

Along the studied transect, applying the same formula as for
Nussloch and keeping St Pierre-l�es-Elbeuf aside, MAR ranges be-
tween 3803 and 1710 g/m2/yr for the maximum and between 945
and 325 g/m2/yr for the minimums. Considering the Bond cycles,
terval 60 ka to 23 ka b2k (age before 2000 AD). From left to right, stratigraphy with the
6) modified). Arrows indicate the direction of the evolution of the time during the dust
tion (in green) (from (Rousseau et al., 2017b) modified). Correlation with NGRIP in-
the right hand side, identification of Bond cycles according to Bond et al. (1993), labels
should be read when considering European loess sequences. (For interpretation of the
article.)



Table 1
Nussloch data. From left to right, Stratigraphy expressed in terms of thickness of the eolian deposits, including the paleosol development from the top of the loess units. NGRIP correspondence, Nussloch individual GS bulk SR and
MAR estimates for the four Bond cycles comprised between 60 and 15ka b2k (Rasmussen et al., 2014).

Eolian sedimentation Paleosols Thickness
depth (m)

Thickness
for

MAR/SR

Age end
Rasmussen (yr)

Age start
Rasmussen

(yr)

Duration
Rasmussen

(yr)

Sedimentation rate
Rasmussen
(mm/yr)

Age end
dust (yr)

MAR Rasmussen
(g/m2/yr)

MAR dust
(g/m2/yr)

SR Rasmussen
cm/kyr

sed rate
dust cm/kyr

Top sequece - Top G7 (GI2) 3.589 3.589 15,000 23,220 8220 0.44 15,000 720 723 43.66 43.82 Bond cycle 0
G7 (GI2) 0.508 23,220 23,340 120 23,190

Top G7 - Top G4 (GI3) 4137 4.645 23,340 27,540 4200 1.11 23,370 1825 1851 110.60 112.20 Bond cycle a
G4 (GI3) 0.411 27,540 27,780 240 27,510

Top G4 - Top G3 (GI4) 1.113 1.524 27,780 28,600 820 1.86 27,800 3067 3445 185.85 208.77
G3 (GI4) 0.387 28,600 28,900 300 28,530

Top G3 - Top G2b (GI5) 2.306 2.694 28,900 32,040 3140 0.86 28,910 1416 1507 85.80 91.32 Bond cycle b
G2b (GI5) 0.290 32,040 32,500 460 31,860

Top G2b - Top G2a (GI6) 0.492 0.782 32,500 33,360 860 0.91 32,500 1500 1593 90.93 96.54
G2a (GI6) 0.444 33,360 33,740 380 33,310

Top G2a - Top G1b (GI7) 0.831 1.274 33,740 34,740 1000 1.27 33,750 2102 2416 127.40 146.44
G1b (G7) 0.145 34,740 35,480 740 34,620

Top G1b - Top LB (GI8) 0.363 0.508 35,480 36,580 1100 0.46 35,490 762 798 46.18 48.38
LB (GI8) 0.452 36,580 38,220 1640 36,540

Top LB - Top Gm3 (GI9) 0.831 1.282 38,220 39,900 1680 0.76 38,220 1259 1259 76.31 76.31 Bond cycle c
Gm3 (GI9) 0.347 39,900 40,160 260 39,900

Top Gm3 - Top Gm2 (GI10) 0.710 1.056 40,160 40,800 640 1.65 40,180 2723 2904 165.00 176.00
Gm2 (GI10) 0.298 40,800 41,460 660 40,780

? 0.298 41,460 42,240 780 41,490
TK1 (GI11) 42,240 43,340 1100 42,200

unitX - Top GBU (GI12) 0.210 0.210 43,340 44,280 940 0.22 43,360 369 417 22.34 25.30
GBU (GI12) 0.508 44,280 46,860 2580 44,190

Top GBU - Top Gm1 (GI13) 0.371 0.879 46,860 48,340 1480 0.59 46,870 980 936 59.39 56.71 Bond cycle d
Gm1 (GI13) 0.218 48,340 49,280 940 48,420

Top Gm1 - Top GBL (GI14) 0.500 0.718 49,280 49,600 320 2.24 49,300 3702 1669 224.38 101.13
GBL (GI14) 1.016 49,600 54,220 4620 50,010

Mean 1508.46 1.03 1702 1627 103.15 98.58
standard dev 1798.86 0.62 1024 915 62.09 55.44
Max 8220.00 2.24 3702 3445 224.38 208.77
Min 120.00 0.22 369 417 22.34 25.30

D
.-D

.Rousseau,P.A
ntoine

and
Y.Sun

Q
uaternary

Science
Review

s
254

(2021)
106775

6





R
ef
er
en

ce
st
ra
ti
(N

u
ss
lo
ch

)
N
G
R
IP

(G
re
en

la
n
d
)

N
u
ss
lo
ch

(G
er
m
an

y)
Su

rd
u
k
(S
er
bi
a)

B
on

d
C
yc

le
Eo

lia
n

se
d
im

en
ta
ti
on

Pa
le
os
ol
s

A
ge

en
d

(y
r)

A
ge

st
ar
t

(y
r)

D
u
ra
ti
on

(y
r)

Th
ic
kn

es
s

d
ep

th
(m

)
Th

ic
kn

es
s

fo
r

M
A
R
/S
R

SR
(c
m
/k
yr
)

M
A
R

(g
/m

2/
yr
)

Pa
le
os
ol
s

Th
ic
kn

es
s

d
ep

th
(m

)
Th

ic
kn

es
s

fo
r

M
A
R
/S
R

SR
(c
m
/k
yr
)

M
A
R
(g
/m

2/
yr
)

To
p
se
qu

ec
e
-
To

p
G
7
(G

I2
)

15
,0
00

23
,2
20

82
20

3.
58

9
3.
58

9
43

.6
6

72
0

0.
56

3
0.
56

3
6.
87

11
3

G
7
(G

I2
)

23
,2
20

23
,3
40

12
0

0.
50

8
ba

se
LE

4-
ba

se
G
I2

(G
I2
)

0.
31

3
0.
31

3
17

3.
61

28
65

To
p
G
7
-
To

p
G
4

(G
I3
)

23
,3
40

27
,5
40

42
00

4.
13

7
4.
64

5
11

0.
60

18
25

1.
06

3
1.
06

3
25

.6
6

42
3

a

G
4
(G

I3
)

27
,5
40

27
,7
80

24
0

0.
41

1
ba

se
LE

3-
ba

se
G
I3

(G
I3
)

0.
18

8
0.
18

8
64

.6
6

10
67

To
p
G
4
-
To

p
G
3

(G
I4
)

27
,7
80

28
,6
00

82
0

1.
11

3
1.
52

4
18

5.
85

30
67

0.
12

5
0.
12

5
17

.1
2

28
3

G
3
(G

I4
)

28
,6
00

28
,9
00

30
0

0.
38

7
to
p
G
I4
-b
as
e
G
I4

(G
I4
)

0.
43

8
0.
43

8
11

5.
13

19
00

To
p
G
3
-
To

p
G
2b

(G
I5
)

28
,9
00

32
,0
40

31
40

2.
30

6
2.
69

4
85

.8
0

14
16

0.
62

5
0.
62

5
21

.1
9

35
0

b

G
2b

(G
I5
)

32
,0
40

32
,5
00

46
0

0.
29

0
ba

se
LE

2-
ba

se
G
I5

(G
I5
)

0.
31

3
0.
31

3
48

.8
3

80
6

To
p
G
2b

-
To

p
G
2a

(G
I6
)

32
,5
00

33
,3
60

86
0

0.
49

2
0.
78

2
90

.9
3

15
00

0.
25

0
0.
25

0
30

.8
6

50
9

G
2a

(G
I6
)

33
,3
60

33
,7
40

38
0

0.
44

4
to
p
-b
as
eG

I6
(G

I6
)

0.
43

8
0.
43

8
99

.4
3

16
41

To
p
G
2a

-
To

p
G
1b

(G
I7
)

33
,7
40

34
,7
40

10
00

0.
83

1
1.
27

4
12

7.
40

21
02

0.
31

3
0.
31

3
35

.9
2

59
3

G
1b

(G
7)

34
,7
40

35
,4
80

74
0

0.
14

5
to
p
-b
as
eG

I7
(G

7)
0.
12

5
0.
12

5
14

.3
7

23
7

To
p
G
1b

-
To

p
LB

(G
I8
)

35
,4
80

36
,5
80

11
00

0.
36

3
0.
50

8
46

.1
8

76
2

0.
50

0
0.
50

0
47

.6
2

78
6

LB
(G

I8
)

36
,5
80

38
,2
20

16
40

0.
45

2
ba

se
LE

1-
ba

se
Su

rd
u
ks
oi
l
(G

I8
)

0.
43

8
0.
43

8
26

.0
4

43
0

D.-D. Rousseau, P. Antoine and Y. Sun Quaternary Science Reviews 254 (2021) 106775

8

BCA indicates the highest MAR in maximum and minimum ranges
(3803e1710 g/m2/yr and 2263e836 g/m2/yr), than BCB
(3358e1391 g/m2/yr and 945-328 g/m2/yr) (Fig. 4; Table 2). The
MAR estimated from sequences located at 50�N, especially in cen-
tral and eastern Europe do have a similar pattern compared to those
calculated from the Carpathian Basin, at least in Surduk, Serbia.
Reconstructions of bulk MARs are in agreement with former esti-
mates from Dunaszekcso in southern Hungary (Ujvari et al., 2017)
indicating average values of 1494 g/m2/yr and 717 g/m2/yr for BCA
and BCB respectively. As already reported from our SR estimates, a
west-east gradient appears along the longitudinal transect with the
highest values from west-European sequences (Fig. 4).

Our finding appears to contradict with previous estimates for
LGM MAR in Europe, and in some cases for the same sites. Frechen
et al. (2003) indicate 3135e1467 g/m2/yr for Harmignies, 453 g/m2/
yr for Remicourt, 6129e1213 g/m2/yr for Nussloch and 1100e754 g/
m2/yr for Dolni Vestonice for the 28-18ka interval corresponding to
BCA. Although the estimates for Harmignies by Frechen et al.
(2003) are close to our reconstructions, this is not at all the case
for the other sites. Such differences could be attributed to different
age models of these loess records in our case by applying the
complex relationship of the paleosol/pedogenic horizon constraint.
Albani et al. (2014) estimated bulk flux of 242 g/m2/yr for St. Pierre-
l�es-Elbeuf, 412 g/m2/yr for Harmignies, 560 g/m2/yr for Remicourt,
2114 g/m2/yr for Nussloch and 758 g/m2/yr for Dolni Vestonice for
the 25-12ka interval. Based on a different timescale, a similar
conclusion could be proposed for these reconstructions, though
these MARs seem underestimated compared to ours.
4. Comparison with Chinese loess sequences

Millennial variations are identified from high-sedimentation-
rate loess sequences located on the northwestern Chinese loess
Plateau, but without any paleosol identified in the LCC as observed
in Europe (Sun et al., 2012). Based on numerous OSL dates of the
Gulang and Jingyuan sequences, Sun et al. (2012) suggested that
variations of the East Asian winter monsoon as inferred from loess
grain size are well correlated with millennial climate changes
recorded in the Chinese Hulu/Wulu speleothems and the
Greenland ice core. Generally, GSs correspond to coarser loess units
whereas, GIs are characterized by increased contribution of finer
dust materials originated from northern Chinese deserts, mostly
the neighboring Tengger Desert (Fig. 5). This result supports the
previous observations performed all over the Chinese Loess Plateau
(e.g. Ding et al., 1999; Porter and An, 1995; Yang and Ding, 2014).
Therefore, our methodology used for European sequences about
the dust deposition does not apply to these records, which are
interpreted as having dust deposition also during GIs, as observed
also in modern conditions through continental dust storms (Sun
et al., 2001).

To compare our results from European sequences with Chinese
loess records, we have used the correspondences between the
published age model and the measured depth of the Chinese
equivalents of the Greenland GSs and GIs in Gulang and Jingyuan
loess sequences from Sun et al. (2012), and the time boundaries of
the GSs and GIs from the Greenland ice-cores as defined by
Rasmussen et al. (2014). Strong similarity in millennial-scale
changes in mean grain size variations from the Gulang and Jin-
gyuan loess series and d18O record from the Hulu Cave and
Greenland ice core yields precise correlation of these DO cycles
during the 60e23 ka (Rasmussen et al., 2014; Sun et al., 2012;Wang
et al., 2001). Such correlation was lately extended to the last two
climatic cycles by a 249 ka stack of eight loess grain size records
from northern China (Yang and Ding, 2014), Bulk SR and MAR of



Fig. 3. Maximum and minimum sedimentation rates estimated from our European key reference sequences for: a) “Bond Cycle A” (between GI4 and GS3, i.e., 29-23ka b2k) and
“Bond Cycle B” (between GI8 to GS5, 38.2 to 29ka b2k).; b) “Bond Cycle A” (between GI4 and GS3, i.e., 29e23 ka b2k); c) “Bond Cycle B” (between GI8 to GS5, 38.2 to 29 ka b2k).
Same caption as in Fig. 1.
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Fig. 4. Maximum and minimum mass accumulation rates estimated from our key reference sequences for: a) “Bond Cycle A” (between GI4 and GS3, i.e., 29e23 ka b2k) and “Bond
Cycle B” (between GI8 to GS5, 38.2 to 29 ka b2k); b) “Bond Cycle A” (between GI4 and GS3, i.e., 29e23 ka b2k); c) “Bond Cycle B” (between GI8 to GS5, 38.2e29 ka b2k).
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Supplementary material 

 

The European loess sequences correlated in Fig. S1 have been published in the following papers with 

description of the pedostratigraphy, the grain size variations, 14C and  luminescence dates.( Antoine 

et al., 1999; 2001; 2009a; 2009b; 2013; 2016; Fuchs et al., 2008; 2013; Hatté et al., 1998; Hatté et al., 

1999; 2013; Lang et al., 2003; Moine et al., 2017; Moska et al., 2015; 2018; Rousseau et al., 2002; 

2007; 2011; 2017a; 2017b; Taylor and Lagroix, 2015; Taylor et al., 2014; Tissoux et al., 2010). 

 

Fig. S1. Correlation of the studied European sequences plotted on the same depth scale. The 

different colored boxes corresponds to the various Bond Cycles (BCx) discussed in the manuscript 

with BCA, lasting between 28,900 yr and 23,340 yr b2k, BCB, lasting between 38,220 yr and 28,900 yr 

b2k, BCC, lasting between 46,860 yr and 38,220 yr b2k, and BCD, lasting between 54,220 yr and 

46,860 yr b2k using Rasmussen et al (2014) chronology. 
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