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INVITED COMMENTARY

The Telephone Interview for Cognitive Status

(Cogn Behav Neurol 2018;31:160-167)

t is difficult to think back to the time before the ubiquity

of the Internet, smartphones, remote sensors, and the
like. For researchers, this technology has opened up many
novel and convenient ways to evaluate and monitor study
participants. However, the whole idea of remote testing
had to start somewhere. The article by Brandt and col-
leagues (Brandt et al, 1988) introducing the Telephone
Interview for Cognitive Status is a classic because the
authors had the vision to create an instrument that could
be administered remotely. While relying on the now “an-
tiquated” technology of the simple phone call, the Tele-
phone Interview for Cognitive Status met a pressing need,
and helped to convince the field that this form of remote
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testing is valid, reliable, and practical. In fact, the value of
the Telephone Interview for Cognitive Status has persisted
even in the face of more modern technology, most likely
because the person-to-person exchange provides a human
touch and ensures cooperation. Thirty years after pub-
lication of this seminal article, the authors certainly
deserve recognition for their imagination and foresight.
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