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ONE  
____________________________________________ 

 

 
A scene from a desert 

 
The Mind of Yazid, the Faith of Hussein 

 

By Hussein Rashid 

There are so many moments in history that I would love to be a part of. To be near the Prophet (SAWS) when he 

received the first revelation; at Ghadir-Khumm; at the battle of Siffin; at Karbala; when Imam Jafar (AS) refused to be 

an Abbasid figurehead; with Hasan-i Sabbah at Alamut; to witness Imam Sultan Muhammad Shah’s (AS) move to 

consolidate the community again. I think that eventually these stories will be told better. That is the job of the 

historian. 

I still want to be at some of these moments, but with a different focus. I want to be the close companion of Yazid. 

What possesses Yazid to kill the Prophet’s favourite grandson after torturing the Prophet’s family? This thought is 

something I absolutely cannot understand. I want Yazid to explain to me what evil is in his heart to call himself a 

Muslim while denying and slaughtering the blessed family of the Prophet. 
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I want to know how, after God says the Prophet is a beautiful role-model (33:21), that so many of the earliest Muslims 

turned against his family. To kill the family of the Prophet became a sport from within the community. I wish I had 

been there to understand that, because no historian will be able to answer the question.  

~~~~~~~~~~ 


