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(Created as part of the “Ask A Librarian” internship program, this outline is meant to accompany
the resource “Database Demo - Elevate Your Search Technique Slides” to offer suggestions for
how to teach the content. It includes a combination of bullet points and written out text as the
intern found helpful for herself to guide the workshop’s progression.)

Outline: Database Demo Workshop

- Slide 1:

- Welcome everyone and encourage them to use the chat to say their
name, what they are studying, and how familiar they are with using
databases

- Slide 2:

- About Me

- End with, “Have you ever gone online or used a book to try to answer a
question or learn more about a topic?”

- Slide 3:
“Then great news! You are already a researcher. Even if only in your
personal life or the work you’ve done as a student prior to coming here,
you have a baseline understanding of how to find information. The key for
academic spaces is to learn how these specific tools work so you can
elevate your techniques”

- Slide 4:

- Internet Search Engines vs. Research Databases

- (After what'’s on the slide) A key difference between the two is that Internet
Search Engines use “Natural Language Processing” whereas Research
Databases use “Precise Search Retrieval’

- If you want to go more in depth on learning the differences, there is this
guide from the University of Windsor | found helpful:
https://leddy.uwindsor.ca/get-help/quides/search-engines-vs-google-schol
ar-vs-library-databases (The main links | share with you all will be included
in a follow-up email)

- Slide 5:

- There are many databases out there, but these are four major ones you

will likely use the most.



https://leddy.uwindsor.ca/get-help/guides/search-engines-vs-google-scholar-vs-library-databases
https://leddy.uwindsor.ca/get-help/guides/search-engines-vs-google-scholar-vs-library-databases

Slide 6:
- Content on Slide
Slide 7:

- Subject and Course Guides:

https://library.columbia.edu/services/subject-quides.html
Slide 8:

- Now that we know what databases we’d like to look at, how do we conduct
a search?

- The information I’'m about to go over is summarized in this handout:
https://academiccommons.columbia.edu/doi/10.7916/d8-thd1-7f62

- A search string is simply a combination of key terms and boolean
operators

- Let’s break this down, starting with Boolean operators

Slide 9:

- Boolean operators: Narrow or broaden your set of results and define
logical relationships between terms in a search

- This is how you tell the database exactly what you mean

- The words used (in all caps) are AND, OR, NOT

Slide 10:
- Quotation Marks, Asterisks, and Question Marks
Slide 11:

- The ( parentheses ) should be used to contain all of the synonyms. You
can add as many synonyms as needed, just make sure to put the upper
case OR in between the words.

Slide 12:

- So that is a bit on boolean operators, but what about the second part of
search strings? How do we determine what key terms we should use?

- Point1,2,and 3

Slide 13:
- Explaining CLIO screenshot
Slide 14:

- Point4 and 5

- Schedule a research consultation:
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/consultation.html

Slide 15:

- Let's Try It Out!

- https://library.columbia.edu

- JSTOR Demo:

- Working women in the 1920’s
- wom?n AND (1920 OR 1920's OR "roaring 20's") AND work



https://library.columbia.edu/services/subject-guides.html
https://academiccommons.columbia.edu/doi/10.7916/d8-thd1-7f62
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/consultation.html
https://library.columbia.edu

- Narrow down source type to “primary source content - documents”

- Can also narrow down by other content types, the date published,
classification (or subject it’s related to), geography (where it's
originally published, language, and collection

- [Any questions?]

Scopus Demo

- “Seasonal allergies” AND “climate change” (Article Title, Abstract,
and Keywords) and published from 2020 to present

- Refine your search on the side as needed

- Show how the results change when the quotes are not used (8 vs.

115)
- Scholarly conversation on specific scopus page and related
documents
- [Any questions?]
Slide 16:
- Where to get further help

Ask a librarian chat -
https:/library.columbia.edu/services/askalibrarian.html

Ask a reference question -
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/email.html
Subject and Course guides -

https://library.columbia.edu/services/subject-quides.html
Schedule a consultation -

https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/consultation.html

Slide 17:

Workshops -
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/workshops.html

In the meantime, handout on using CLIO:
https://tinyurl.com/CLIO-Handout and | will include that pdf as well as
Advanced Search Strategies Handout pdf in the follow up email in case
anyone does not have access to their LionMail account

Slide 18:

Exit Ticket - [Google Form Link]


https://library.columbia.edu/services/askalibrarian.html
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/email.html
https://library.columbia.edu/services/subject-guides.html
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/consultation.html
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