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ABSTRACT
Migrant Parents, Mexican-Americans, and Transnational Citizenship, 1920s to 1940s
Romeo Guzman

The Mexican Revolution and WWI spurred the first large wave of Mexican migration to
the U.S. As a result, the 1920s and 1930s witnessed the largest cohort of children of Mexican
migrants of the twentieth century. A significant percentage of these children were U.S. citizens by
birth and were also granted Mexican citizenship through their parents, who generally did not seek
to become U.S. citizens through naturalization. Using archival collections in Mexico and the
United States, this dissertation examines the formal practices and strategies that these migrant
families used to engage both U.S. and Mexican citizenship and navigate their place in both nations.
It shows that the practice of citizenship was a multi-sited and transnational historical process as
evidenced by an examination of two key areas in which it occurred. First, this dissertation uses
education to show that Mexican parents and youth practiced Mexican citizenship from the United
States. From 1924 to 1939, migrant parents and organizations, Mexican consuls, and the Secretary
of Public Education established schools for migrant children in the United States. In addition,
Mexicans in the United States pushed the Mexican government to create scholarships for U.S.-
born youth at two Mexican universities in 1939 and 1945. Second, this dissertation provides new
interpretations of repatriation by focusing on the relationship between repatriates and Mexican
state, the role of the family during the Great Depression, and efforts by U.S.-born youth to claim
and benefit from their status as U.S. citizens.

By following migrant families across the U.S.-Mexico border, this dissertation is able to
compare the ways in which migrants and U.S.-born youth engaged both the U.S. and Mexican

states. Indeed, they deployed a similar set of strategies and language. For example, in both Mexico



and the United States, Mexicans visited the consuls. While the consuls did not always provide
Mexicans with the resources they needed, they were often important intermediaries between
migrants and the state and between migrants and family members in either Mexico and the United
States. In addition to visiting consul, Mexicans wrote to government officials, especially the
presidents of both the Mexican and U.S. nation. Their countless letters, I show, emphasized their
FLWLIHQVKLS VWDWXV WKHLU DIILQLW\ WR WKH QDWLRQ Wt
commitment to contribute to the nation. Moreover, in their letters, Mexicansech RHG W KH QDWLR
patriarchal values and metaphor of the family.
In constructing a transnational history of citizenship, this dissertation bridges and
contributes to Chicano/a historiography, scholarship on Mexican nation building, and works on
Mexican repatriation during the Great Depression. By including migrant families into the process
of Mexican nation-building after the Mexican Revolution, I integrate a set of historical actors that
have generally been excluded from Mexican historiography. Placing migrants and migrant
children within this context contributes to Chicano/a historiography by demonstrating not only that
Mexican citizenship mattered for these families, but that it was a negotiated process that included

migrants and the Mexican state.
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Introduction
On January 51931 the Confederation of Mexican Societies, a coalition of migrant
organization based in Los Angeles sent a memorandu@HJLFRYYV 6HFUHWDUtD GH
Exteriores (Secretary of Foreign Relations, hereafter SRE)LWRX® FRORQ\ ', WKH\ ZI
SWKHUH IRPRWYW WHH. R XV S UMidgrdntd frovh thidRorifaRizatod were concerned
with labor rights,the Great Depression, atite place of migrants and U-Barn children in the
U.S. nation. Their letter noted thmany ways in which migrant families experienced
discrimination:
In this country, Mexicans, because of their brown color, suffer all types of humiliations:
property ownes do not rent homes to them;djare protbited from entering theaters;
[our] childrenare segregated in [public] schools; prohibited from entering parks, pools,
dances, [and] beaches...However, Mexican children born here, when they turn
HLIKWHHQ« DUBHAaVHQW WR WKH Z
For these migrants, the only way tesolve the manner in which Mexicans were treatas to
create atreaWKDW 3FOHDUO\ GHILQHV WKH QDMWhlsRa@,Dipkavts R OH|
hoped that the Mexican state coalairectthe 8 QLW H G 6 inadidioly Yrdhtiméhtpf Mexican
migrants and migrarghildrenwho wereborn in the United States.
An official from the SRE informed the Confederation of Mexican Societies that the
Mexican state could not create a new treaty for Bd@n Mexicans. The official explained that

their children were U.S. citizens through birthright and thus entitled to all the rights outlined in the

U.S. Constitution as well as subject to its laws. Yet, as children of Mexican nationals, the Mexican

1 All translations, unless otherwise indicated, are by the autamfederaci—n de Sociedalllexicanas to Genero
Estrada, Secretario de Relawés Exteriores, January 7, 1931, Expediente339-12, Acervo Hist—rico
Diplomittico de Secretar’de Relaciones Exteriores, MZxico D(ifereafter SRE).

2 Confederaci—n de Sociedades Mexicanas to Gerteaidd Secretario de Relanis Exteriores, January 7, 1931,
Expediente, I¥339-12, SRE.



Constitution granted them Mexican citizenship. If they found themselves in Mexico, the official
assured this migrant group, the state would consider them Mexicans.3

The parents of the Confederation of Mexican Societies and their children were not unique
or alone in their struggle to determine their relationship to U.S. and Mexican citizenship. In fact,
they were part of one of the most significant demographic shifts of the twentieth century in both
the United States and Mexico. After the Mexican Revolution and World War I, Mexicans migrated
to the United States in unprecedented numbers. They produced the largest cohort of Mexican
migrant children of the first half of the twentieth century. The exchange between the SRE and this
migrant organization in Los Angeles highlights the precarious position of the first mixed-status
families of the early-to-mid twentieth century. Indeed, historical context helps us to further
understand their predicament. Despite being U.S. citizens, migrant children were unable to
participate fully in U.S. society: they were prohibited from living in white neighborhoods and
attended segregated and inferior schools. Moreover, with the passage of the Immigration Act of
1924 Mexicans became increasingly associated with illegality and viewed as unfit for citizenship.
While the act did not set numerical quotas for Mexican migrants, it resulted in the creation of the
U.S.-border patrol and criminalized unlawful entry.4

As the letter from the Confederation of Mexican Societies demonstrates, migrants sought
the aid of the Mexican state. Mexican migrant families were formed during a crucial period in

Mexican history. As many scholars have noted, the Mexican revolution was followed by an effort

3 El subsecretario de Relaciones Exteriores to Confederacion de Sociedades Mexicanas, March 14, 1931,
Expediente, [V-339-12, SRE.

4 Mae M. Ngai, “The Architecture of Race in American Immigration Law: A Reexamination of the Immigration Act
of 1924” The Journal of American History, 86, no. 1 (1999); Mae M. Ngai, Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and
the Making of Modern America (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2004); Kelly Little Hernandez,
Migra! A History of the U.S. Border Patrol (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2010).



to create political stability, to foment nationalist sentiment, and to create Mexican citizénis.

the natiorbuilding process is generally discussedhim the Mexican nation, migraistate
relationsreveal itstransnational dimensiouring he 1920s and 1930s, the number of Mexican
consu expanded throughout the United Stat@ensus created honorary commissieamigrant
organizations under thatelage of Mexican officials-to foster nationalist sentiment, to create a
sense of community, to raise for money for migrant causes, andmpastanty, to function as
intermediaries between the Mexican state and migrant commuriéisdy, postrevolutionary
nationalism provided Mxicans abroad wittanguage to approach and make claims to the.state
If migrant children born in the United States were not fioaémbers of U.S. society and their
parents—Mexican nationals-lived outside the national boundaries of the Mexican state didw
they practicdJ.S. and Mexicawitizenship?

This dissertation uses archival collections in Mexico and the United Stagerartone the
formal practices andtrategies thahesemigrant families used to engage both U.S. and Mexican
citizenshipandto navigate their place in both natioris addition, it focuses on informal practices
that migrants deployed to practieghat Chicano/a sclhars term “cultural citizenship:” migrant

defined ideas of belonging that transcend the natiater This dissertation arguethat the

5 There is a robust literature on Mexican natstate formationGilbert M. Joseph and Daniel Nugent, eds.,
Everyday Foms of State Formation: Revolution and Negotiation of Rule in Modern M@igham: Duke
University Press, 1994); Gilbert M. Joseph, Anne Rubenstein, and Eric Zoloredgnents of a Golden Age:
The Poltics of Culture in Mexico Since 194urham: Dule University Press, 2001); Mary Kay Vaughan and
Stephen E. Lewis, edS.he Eagle and the Virgin: Nation and Cultural Revolution in Mexico, 492 (Durham:
Duke University Press, 2006).

6 Ann S. Blum,Domestic Economies: Family, Work, and Welfar&igxico City, 18841943(Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 2009); Elena J. AlbarB8een and Heard in Mexico: Children and Revolutionary Cultural
Nationalism(Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 2014); Eric Z&lefried Elvis: The Risef the
Mexican CounterculturéBerkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1999).

7 Flores William and Rina Benmayor, edkatino Cultural Citizenkip: Claiming Identity, Space, and Rights
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1998); Alicia Schmidt Camakhgrant Imaginaries: Latino Cultural Politics in the U:S.
Mexico Borderland¢New York: NYU Press, 2008). Lisa Lowe’s work on Asian American cultural practices makes
a similar argument. Lowe argues that Asian American cultural practices “marks alternatives to the national terrain
by occupying other spaces, imagining different narratives and critical historiographies.” See Lisa Lowe, Immigrant
Acts: On Asian American Cultural Politi¢urham and London: Duke University Press, 1996).



practice of citizenship was a mutited and transnational historical pess. | examinéwo key
areas in which it occurred. Firghis dissertation focuses on the efforts of migrant parents and
youthto secure educationalghts fom the Mexican state. From 1924 to 1939 migrant parents
migrantorganizations, Mexican consuls, and the Secretary of PublicgEdnestablishedchools

for migrant children in the United Statda addition, Mexicans in the United States pushed t
Mexican government to create scholarships for d@n youth at two Mex@n universities
Second,it focuses onPLJUD QW IDP L OLHVahdAILitRdnship fduriaDtiie Great
Depressioandthe use of personal and familralations to weathehe Great Depressi. In short,

this dissertation shows hdwexicans practiceMexican citizenship in the United States and U.S.
citizenship while in Mexico.

By following migrant families across the U-Blexico border, this dissertation is able to
comparethe ways in which migrants and U-Sorn youth engaged both the U.S. and Mexican
staks. Indeedthey used similalanguageandstrategiesFor example, Mexicans visited both the
U.S. and Mexicagonsuls. While the consuls did not always provide Mexicans with the resources
they needed, they were often important intermediaries between migrants and the state and between
migrants and family members in either Mexico and the United Statedangdthe Geat
DepressionMexican and U.Sconsuls were strumental in providing repatriatesth proof of
Mexican and U.S. citizenship, whidacilitatedtheir movement in both directions. In addition to
visiting consul, Mexicansvrote to government officials, atuding presidentsTheir countless
letters, | show, emphasized their citizepshtatus, their affinity to th&).S. or Mexicamation,
and their comminent to contributéo national progressMoreover, in their letters, Mexicans

HFKRHG WKH balWwal&ke@fidim&apkotbE thiamily. Letter writers often referred to



the president as tHather of the nationan RVLWLRQHG WKHPVHOYHYVY DV FKLOGI
support
Historiography

This dissertatiorbridges and contribute to scholarship on Mexican nation building,
Chicano/a historiographgnd works on Mexican repatriatiaturing the Great DepressioBy
including migrant families into the process of Mexicaniorabuilding after the Mexican
Revolution, | integrate a set bistorical actors that have generally been excluded from Mexican
historiography. Placing migrants and migrant children within this context contributes to Chicano/a
historiography by demonstrating not only that Mexican citizenship mattered for thesegammnili
that it was a negotiated process that included migrants and the Mexican state. Indeed, by framing
repatriation around tHamily and citizenship | argue that migrant families deployed both informal
and formal strategies to navigate the Great Depo@ and cross the U:Blexico border.

Chicano/a scholars have focused a great deal of attention on the first generation of migrant
FKLOGUHQ RI WKH WZHQWLHWK FHQWXU\ 2IWHQ UHIHUUHG V
cohort came of age in th#930s and 1940s and occupies central place within Chicano/a
historiography. Indeed, they are often vievasgrecursors to the Chicano Movement. Scholarship
about this generation can be divided into three waves. In the 1980s, scholarstlaagtiad
gereration sought a place within the United States by fighting for U.S. civil rights. These scholars
tend to ignore or downplay transnational connections and emphasize narratives of arrival,
settlement, and incorporatieiore recent work on this generatibas broadened our understand

of S0H[LFDQ $PHULF D Qpoltical &he¢icplwral\Wwactic€G-or example, some scholars

g Mario T. Garc’aMexican Americans: Leadership, Ideology, and Identity, 1B380(Yale Press: 1991); George
SinchezBecoming Mexican American: Ethnicity, Culture, and Identity in Chicano Los Angeles1298(New
York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993)



situate these migrant children within intthnic relations in an effort to broaden the scholarship
on racial, political, or saal relations between Mexicans and An@axons. In exploring zoot suit
culture among African Americans, Mexicans, and poor whites, Luis Alvarez argues that through
zoot suit culture, youth resisted an An@axon American identity and formed an imagined
community outside of World War Il American nationalisrhastly, Chicano/a scholars quide
transnational portraiR | WKH 30H[LFDQ $PHULFDQ JHQHUDWLRQ  E\ KLJK
organizations in the U.S. and Mexico and by arguing that this gereregpoused notions of
citizenship that challenged those defined by the U.S. stateuild on thesevork by offering a
transnational perspective that is grounded in both the U.S. and Mexico, that interrogates Mexican
and U.S. citizenship, and that plaahildren and youth within the familydemonstrate that U.S.
born youth secured educatiomahts from the Mexican staiglayed vital roles for their families
in both countries, and attempted to secure rights as U.S. citizens while they residedcm Mex
during the Great Depression.

This dissertation also contributes to scholarship on Mexican psti#d@ formation.
Scholars working in this field explore the role of and relationship between the state, intellectuals,

culture, citizens, and transnation@rces and actors in nation building after the Mexican

9 Luis Alvarez The Power of the Zoot: Youth Culture a@Rdsistance During World War (Berkeley, Los Angeles,
London: Univergy of California Press, 2008); Anthony Maciddexican American Mojo: Popular Music, Dance
and Urban Citure in Los Angeles, 1935968(Durham: Duke University Press, 2008)

10 Focusing on sports, JosZ M. Alamillo examines the relationship between the Mexican Athletic Association of

Southern California (MAASC) and the Conédci—n Deportiva Mexicana from 1932 to World Wadd argues

WKDW 3E\ EXLOGLQJ WUDQVQDWLRQDO WLHV ZLWK WKH OH[LFDQ JRYHUQP
offer more athletic opportunities to its members and, in the process, to connect them to an emergihg nationa
LGHQWLW\ = 6HH?33RMpAGGSOBdIdere Ransnational Sport and Identities in Southern California and

Mexico, 1930 " Pacific Historical Review/ol. 79, 3 (2010);5DPyQ 6DOGtYDUYV ELRJUDSK\ RI $Pp
one of the first Chicano scholars, also troubles the U.Slterf QDUUDWLYH RI WKH 30H[LFDQ $PHUL
6DOGtYDU DUJXHV WKDW 3DUHGHVY ZRUN DV MRXUQDOLVW SRHW DQG Sl
DFDGHPLF ZRUN DQG WKDW KH HV-SRXWH G 0D 2 WRIDL@EDEBERgRA@IBW \0 HYIKF D Q
notions of citizenshipSeeRam—n Saldir, Borderlands of Culture: AmZrico Paredes and the Transnational
Imaginary(Durham and Londn: Duke University Press, 2005).



Revolutioni1 As various scholars demonstrate, nation buildias a not a toplown process, but

one that was negotiated among a diverse set of actors. While the most important works en nation
state brmation have not examined migrant families and youth, there is a growing and important
body of scholarship that demonstrates the influence of Mexican nation building on the Mexicans
in the United States. My dissertation offersiew interpretations of the relationship between
Mexican migrants and the Mexican state and the practice of Mexicaansitip in the United
Stateslt shows that the state functioned outsidets national territory and that it responded to

and adaptedV R PLJUD QW | D< Insddaéi of §rgGihyRPhas@als wereithergood or bad

this dissertation argudisatconsuls and honorary commissions were sites of citizenstfexican
consuls were iportant intermediaries who help&texicars obtaineducaional rightsfor U.S-

born youth and acquirocuments to return to Mexico and secureméy into the United States.
Indeed, a focus atine migrant familyde-centers the state and shawatefforts to gaireducatioaal

rights originated withmigrants ad youth Lastly, my reading of migrant letters demonstrates that
Mexicans abroadised nationalist discourse and patriarchal language to connect their needs and
desires to the Mexican nation.

The economic crisis known as the Great Depression resultedvoltheary, coerced, and

11 See Joseph and Nugent effsieryday Forms of State Formatiaioseph, Rubenstein, and Eric Zolov eds.,

Fragments of a GoldeAge; Mary Kay Vaughan and Stephen E. Lewis edibe Eagle and the Virgin

Important case studies include: Christopher BoBeccoming Campesinos: Politics, Identity, and Agrarian Struggle

in Postrevolutionary Mexic¢Stanford University Press, 2003)lexander S. Dawsorindian and Nation in

Revolutionary Mexic@Arizona Press, 2004Rick Lopez Crafting Mexico: Intellectuals, Artisans, atide State

After the RevolutiofDurham and Londn: Duke University Press, 2010).

12-XOLH 0O :HLVH 30H[LFDQ 1DWLRQDOLVPV 6RXWKHUQ 5DFLVPV OH[LFDQ
19081939 “American Quarterly/ol. 60, 3, (2008)Gabriela F. Arredonddylexican Chicago: Race, Identity, and

Nation, 191639 (Urbana and Chicago: Uravsity of lllinois Press, 20086 RQLD 5RE O HMZxi26 Kifii§ L Q J

Radio, music, and gender in Greater Mexico, 1923 ©° 3K' GLVV OLFKLJDQ 6W.DWH 8QLYHUVLW)
13 Schohrship on Mexican consuls is often framed in this mar®Biéisert Gonzfleargues that consuls were top

GRZQ DIJHQFLHVY WKDW VRXJKW WR 3FRQWURO WKH FBRde@®xXfZlex¥\TV SROLWLI
Mexican Consuls and Labor Organizirgaperial Politics in the American Southwé$exas: University of Texas

Press, 1999)rancisco E. Balderramby Defense of La Raza: The Los Angeles Consulate ariddakiean

Community, 1929 to 1938ucson, Arizona: The University of Arizona Press, 1982)



forced repatriation of approximately 400,000 Mexican3he literature provides a thorough
construction of repatriation: it documents the perspectives and actions of U.S. and Mexican
officials and reveals the experience of thede were repatriated. While historians working in

both the U.S. and Mexico have written about repatriation, they tend to make arguments relevant

to either U.S. or Mexiaa historiography. Bok titles such aBecade of Betrayaind Unwanted
Mexicanscapture8 6 KLVWRULDQVY FULWLFDO DVVHVVPHQW RI OR
XOWLPDWHO\ OH[LFDQVY SRVLWLRQ LQ WHKTFhey Qdonhbiev&rW D W HV
UHYHDO VFKRODUVY LQVLVWHQFH RQ XVLQXJican rgpétriakdnY LO ULJ
which often rendersiigrants as passive vigts of U.S. racism. Scholars who study Mexico and
historianswho work in Mexicg view repatriation from the perspective of the state and Mexican
intellectuals. Fernando Sacel Alan’s Enciso ask®theh PresidentLizaro &I UGHQDV Y
administration was innovative in its approach to repatriation, while Casey Walsh is interested in

how Mexican intellectuals like Manuel Gamio framed repatriation through the prism of race and

14 Scholars disagree about the number of Mexicans that left the United States during the Great Depression. Estimates
range from 350,000 to over 1 million. In their 2013 article, Brian Gratton and Emily Merchant argue that only

350,000 returned and thaighotal included Mexicans wheluntarily returned to Mexico 6 HH 3, PPLJUDWLRQ
Repatriation, and Deportation: The Mexie@nigin Population in the United States, 19286Q ~ International

Migration Reviewol. 47,4 (2013).

15 There is a robust literature on repatriation. Early and new works that fit this description iddtaleam
Hoffman,Unwanted Mexican Americans in the Great Depression: Repatriation Pressures1932@ucson,

Arizona: The Unversity of Arizona Press 974); Francisco E. Balderrama and Raymond Rodr'gDezade of

betrayal: Mexican repatriation in the 193Q&lbuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 199Gamille
Guzin-GonzalesMexican Workers and American Dreams: Immigration, Repatriation, anifo@@h Farm Labor,
1900-1939(New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1394da C. NoelDebating American

Identity: Southwestern Statehood and Mexican Immigrgfiason: University of Arizona Press, 201Epra

critical review of scholarship byJ).S. scholars and migrant agency Beany Jr. AndrZsdnvisible Borders:
BHSDWULDWLRQ DQG &RORQL]DWLRQ RI OH[LFDQ OLJUDQW ZRUNHUV DORQ
California HistoryVol. 88 (2011).Recent work on repattian offers new perspectivesuki Oda examines

immigration laws to show that it became increasingly difficult for U.S. citizens to pass on citizenship to their

Mexican ERUQ FKLOGUHQ 6HH <XNL 2GD 3)DPLO\ 8QLW\ L3xBs6 ,PPLIJUDWLRQ
Columbia University, 2014); Marla Andre Ram’regpands our temporal understanding of repatriatiofolbbywing

the efforts of three families across three generat®as3& RQWHVWHG ,00HJDOLW\ 7KUHH *HQHUD
WKURXJK OH[LEDWLEFEEHBEDYG WKH 3ROLWLFfV RI 3RPGLYIVWLERIL YHUVLW\ RI
California, Santa Barbara, 2015).



modernizations

I build on these works by using citizenship and the family to frame my study of repatriation.
| focus closer attention to the relationship between migrants, migrant children, and both the U.S.
and Mexican state. In doing so, | make three important contributions.dsrktexican citizens,
migrants and mgrant children worked witiMexican consuls to acquire both knowledge and
documents to return to Mexico andeenually to the United StateSecond, | demonstrate that
U.S-born youth visited U.S. consuls and wrote to p&sidents to obtain free passage into the
United States. While they did not succeed, U.S. consuls helped migrant children acquire proof of
their citizenship status and communicate with relatives in the UStias. Lastly, | show that
families deployd transnational strategies to navigate the Great Depression. Migrant families relied
on the advice of relatives and friends in Mexico. Those that returned tended to settled with families.
In addition, migrant youthcoW ULE XWH G W R \Ab&ikyhysetDrind jGbsinbaHv@xico
and the United States. In short, | emphasmen&l and informal strategies that migrants used to
navigate the Great Depression.

Chapters

Instead of examining the desegregation campaigns comm©hid¢ano/a historiography,
Chapter One and Twaonstruct a transnational history of schooling by focusing on the relationship
between migrant parents, children, and the Mexican state. Chapter One focuses on the efforts of
migrant parents, Mexican consuls, and the SEP to foundlsctiwough the United States from

1924 to 1939Despite the time frame, the founding of schools hadtiple originsand was a

16 Fernando Sacel Alan’s Enci§ue se Queden Allf: El gobierno de MZxico y la repatriaci—n de mexicanos en

Estados Unidos (1934940)(Tijuana: El Colegio de la Frontera Norte/El Colegio de San Luis,)2007
CaseyWalsh3(XJHQLF $FFXOWXUDWLRQ ODQXHO *DPLR OLJWWirRQIBWXGLHYV
Mexico, 19101940, Latin American Perspectivéd, No. 5 (2004)MercedesCarreras de Velaschps Mexicanos

Que Devolvio La Crisis: 1929932(Tlatelolco, MZxico: Secretar'a de Relaciones Exteriores: D.F 1974).



poorly organized project. The Los Angeles consul, the SEP, migrants, and honorary commissions
all initiated campaigns to foundtisools for migrant children. In each case, however, schools
represented a collaborative project between migrants and the state. Migrants were responsible for
SD\LQJ WKH WHDFKHUfV VDODU\ DYV hZ HaD @ rbovh hakhouseétH® W D V \
paticular schoal The SEP, working with the consuls and the SRE, provided schools with
textbooks and teaching materigls collaborative prgcts, these schools represesites of
Mexican citizenshipWhile schools were founded throughout a fiftgear pelod, most schools

only lasted one year. Indeed, despite enthusiasm from a range of actors, schools closed down for
lack of funds and as a result of oppositioonir U.S. educational authoritie¥heir closure
represents the limits of both state resourcesarpracticing Mexican citizenship in the United
States.

Chaper Two continues the theme of Mexican citizenship and educational rights by
XQFRYHULQJ WKH KLVWRU\ RI OH|[LF Bb&n¥yBuhFEIM 1980RKIR4BD U VKL S
honorary commissits, migrant organizations, consular officials, American educators, migrant
parents, and children of migrants asked 8®E Mexican universities and institotis, and
Mexican presidents to grant them scholarshiagiting from Arizona, Colorado, California
Texas, Missouri, Kansas, Chicago, and Oklahoma, authors narrated the sacrifices and working
class origins of Mexican youtltheir characters and valudgbeir nationalist sentimenandtheir
desire to contribute to the Mexican nation. These carefulhgtcacted letters echoed the post
UHYROXWLRQDU\ VWDW Hiliy thrdLighr éixcatidtarkl Qgosl RorfasieOclas R
conscious and productive university students. Wslidde agencies rejectauividual petitions
the Mexican state createstholarships for U-®orn youth on two separate occasions. In 1939,

under the leadership of President Ctrdenas, the newly founded Instituto TZcnico Industrial de



Tijuana created twenty scholarships for Mexican students based in Southern Californiaafsve ye
later, during World War Il, the Escuela Nacional de Agricultura de Chapingo, in Mexico City,
offered an additional five scholarships. In short, Mexicans abroad gained educational rights for
U.S-born youthto attend uaiversities in Mexico.

Chapter Thee, Four, and Five provide new interpretations of repatriation by focusing on
the relationship between répates and Mexican statéhe role of the family before, during, and
after repatriation, ancefforts by U.S-born youth toclaim and benefit frontheir status U.S.
citizens These chapterdemonstrate how repatriates practiced U.S. and Mexican citizenship as
ZHOO DV 3FXOW XOHaer HbhraeLmak® Wl ingoortant interventions. First, it uses
migrant letters to Mexican consular officials, iee SRE, and Mexican presidents to situate
UHSDWULDWLRQ IURP PLIJUDQWVY SRLQW RI YLHZ 7KHLU PRV
was unable to fulfill, was for transportation to the UMBxico border. In other words, many
migrants desired to retato Mexico. Second, this chapter demonstrates that Mexican consuls were
intermediaries between migrants and both the U.S. and Mexican state and that they created an
entire infrastructure to gseminate information and documenBather than a hurried and
unplanned return, repatriates worked with consuls to carefully and purpossfaliynulate a
number of document®Vhile someof thesepapers functioned to identify migrants as a Mexican
citizens and exempt themofn paying impais on their material objegtether documents were
clearly intended to help them return to the United States. In short, as Mexican citizens, repatriates
worked with the Mexican consul to secure movement both south and north of thHeléxigo
border.

By focusingon the family, Chapter Four examindg informal strategies that families

deployed to weather the Great Depression. This chapter illustrates that family members helped



repatriates decide whether or not to return to Mexico, provided temporaryemipermanent

housing for those that returned, and, in some cases, employment opportunities and other forms of
support. The family and not the U.S. or Mexican state provided the necessary infrastructure to
accommodate repatriates. Children and youth badhraised in the United States were central
DFWRUV GXULQJ WKLV SURFHVV LQ ERWK OH[LFR DQG WKH
interpretation of this coRUW DV 3F X O Whapt&FauRatgudd thay/migré&nt children and

youth could simultarausly feel distance and affinity towards living and residing in Mexico and

that they managed tmove between American and Mexican institutions and people. Together,

these transnational strategies illustrate how repatriates worked with and relied omfamibers

on both sides of the U 84exico border to weather the Great Depression.

The last chajer of this dissertation focusea the relationship between repatriates and U.S.
citizenship. Instead of assuming that U.S. citizenship held no value for Mexdoang the Great
Depression, | explore the actions of repatriates in Mexico and their family members in the United
States. From Mexico, U.®orn youth, migrant parents of U.S. citizens, and U.S. citizens married
to Mexican nationals, vieed the consubr wrote toU.S. presidents. In the United States, siblings,
parents, and grandparents wrote to U.S. officials on behalf of repatriated U.S. citizitesxaraoh
nationas. From both sides of the border, Mexicans askedl& government to provide them
with financial assistnce, to facilitatéheir entrance into the United States, smdelp them prove
theircitizenshipstatusBy emphasizingheir financial and familial hardships, affinity the United
States, anditizenship status, repatriates soughtlemonstrate to the state that they were worthy
of itsresources. Despite their heartfelt narratives, tlwee®ary of State denied migraftequests

for financial assistance. While migrants did not receive the financial support they desired, the U.S.



government did help facilitate the movement of birth certificates and financial resources from
relatives in the United States to repatriates in Mexico.
Sources

In order to write a history of the first Mexican migrant families of the twentiethuognt
andfollow families across the U.SJ4exico border, conductedesearch in Mexico, California,
andin Washington D.C. Below, | provide a summary of the major archival collections and sources
used in this dissertation. Instead of narrating these by chapter, | organize them around three
categories: sources that contribute to our understanding of thelfpractice of Mexican
citizenship,U.S. citizenshp DQG SULPDU\ GRFXPHQWYV WKDW VKHG OLJKYV
informal practices thatRQVW LW XWH 3SFX@WXUDO FLWL]J]HQVKLS

| usesources at the Secretary of Public Education (SEP), the Nationavéscland the
Secretary of Foreign Relations (SRE), to understand migtate relations and the prmet of
Mexican citizenship. | use these archivesdastruct a history of the foding of Mexican schools,
the creation of scholarships at Mexican unsites and repatriation Inventories and
correspondence between consuls and the SRE reveal the types and number of documents that
FRQVXOV LVVXHG WR UHSDWULDWHY 7KHVH LQFOXGH 3PDWU
introduction. Insteadfdabulating all the documents found at the SRE, | take a small sample from
primary sources related to 1931 to lay out the types of papers migrants acquired. In the future, |
plan to incorporate and analyze more sources. In addition, sources relateabts, stinolarships,
and repatriatiomeveal muctabout migranstate dynamicsConsuls and honorary commissiohs

argue were sites of citizenship. Moreovevlexican consuls were intermediaries between migrant

17&KLFDQR D VFKRODUV XVH 3 FXOWXUDO FLWL]JHQVKLS” WR UHIHU WR PLJL
often more inclusive and transcend the nasitate.SeeWilliam and Benmayor, edd.atino Cultural Citizenship;
CamachoMigrant Imaginaries
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communities and the Mexican state. Lastly, these archives contain countless letters written by
migrant parents and U.S.-born youth. Together, these letters reveal Mexican migrants’ desires and
needs as well as the language they used to petition the state for resources.

Collections at the National Archives and Record Administration (NARA) in Washington
D.C. mirrors documents found at the SRE. NARA houses reports by consuls in Mexico, written
communication between U.S. consuls and the State Department, and letters from Mexicans to
government officials and U.S. presidents. I use these sources to examine repatriates’ attempt to
secure free passage from the U.S. government to the United States, the limits and possibilities of
practicing U.S. citizenship, and the relationship between U.S. consuls and Mexican communities
on both sides of the border. These sources are important for another reason: they demonstrate that
Mexicans deployed a similar set of strategies to engage both the U.S. and Mexican state. Mexicans
visited consuls, wrote to representatives, and used patriarchal language to make claims to
citizenship.

To construct the experiences and informal practices of Mexican migrant families during
the Great Depression, I use oral histories conducted in the 1970s with repatriated families, the
ethnographic notes of anthropologists and sociologists, accounts found in newspapers and
magazines, and the transnational and personal letters of the Venegas family. These primary sources
from California Stata University, Fullerton, the Bancroft Library at Berkeley, and collections at
University of Southern California, University of California, Los Angeles, and Loyola Marymount
demonstrate the ways in which families experienced repatriation and deployed kin networks to
stay in the U.S. and to return to Mexico. In short, they provide historians with view of migrants’
informal practices. They also provide a larger narrative from which we can make sense of their

interaction with both the Mexican and U.S. state



Part One
Migrant Parents, Migrant Children, and the Mexican State

A number of personal and structural factors negatively impacted the educational attainment
of Mexican students during the first half of the twentieth century. As with other ethnic minorities,
school segregation was the most significant institutional obstacle. Mexicans were legally
considered white, which meant that educators lacked any legal rationale for segregating Mexican
school children as was the case with African Americans. Educators across the nation used language
to justify placing Mexican children in separate primary schools. Studying California in 1931, Ward
William Leis found that eighty-ILYH SHUFHQW RI &DOLIRUQLDYV VFKRRO G
students.1 Educators and school administrators argued that separating Spanish-speaking children
served to foster future integration. After learning English in primary schools, students would be
prepared to study and learn alongside their white classmates. In practice, historians and
contemporary observers have demonstrated that this resulted in an inferior education. Mexicans
inhabited run down school buildings and classrooms and were often taught by teachers with very
OLWWOH WUDLQLQJ 37K Hddvite hqihing\Whdld & EosksHE @aChersQviRo S U H
DUH WR EHFRPH HGXFDWRUV RI WKH OH[LFDQ FKLOGUHQ ™ ZUR
Meguire.2 Reflecting on this problem for her 1938 thesis at the University of Southern California,
OHJXLUH QRWHG WKDW WHDFKHUV KDG QR NQRZOHGJH RI W]

LWV LGHDOV« ~ (GXFDWRUV VKH FRQWL Q Xé#tstanditrg bfthed RUFH G W

1 :DUG :LOOLDDRR Stius ¥f Education for Mexican Children in Four Border States” ODVWHUYfV WKHVLV
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, 1931), cited in Guadalupe San Miguel Jr. and Richard R. Valencia,

S)URP WKH 7UHDW\ RI *XDGDOXSH +LGDOJR WR +RSZRRcth Ain&ithn§ GXFDWLRQ |
in the Southwest “Harvard Educational Reviewol. 68 (1998).

2 Katherine Hollier Meguire, Educating the Mexican Child in the Elementary School ©~ 0DV W H U Wlalvewitg HV L V

of Southern California, Los Angeles 1938). Reprinted (San Francisco, Saratoga, California: R and E Research

Associates, 1973), 2.
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SHRSOH DQG RI WKH SUREOHPW WRH BHNVKIGW ETKW K8 KB DHGLXER@
6SHDNLQJ &KLOGUHQ LQ )LYH 6RXWKZHVWHUQ 6WDWHV =~ F
commissioned by the Office of Education of the WD8&partment of the Interior, found the logic
XVHG WR VHIJUHJDWH OH[LFDQ FKLOGUHQ ZDQWLQJ 36R IHZ O
JUDGHVY WKDW WKH RSLQLRQ KDV QRW WR GDWH UHFHLYHG P
The educational experiences of migrant childreffecéed their status as sececkhss
citizens. While thémmigrationAct of 1924 did not set numerical quotas for Mexican migration,
its emphasis on deportation, along with the founding of the %R UGHU 3DWURO 3KDUG'
FDWHJRULHV® DRQBWSURMB ABBG WHUPV *DOLHQ FLWL]JHQV™ VXE
YLHZHG 3DV SHUPDQHQWO\ IRUHLJQ sD0Riana{&@donoMrs o @ OrE OH W |
0 H[ L F [2f@@NsTo desegregate schools, educdigid tochange the HGXFDWLRQtheD SLSHO
long history of bilingual education, and the rise of ethnic studies programs in colleges and
universitiess Despite the fact that the landmark cd&endez v. Westminst€r946, 47) broke the
3VHSDUDWH EXW HTXD O Plddsy @.LRrfjusth \s8gedatidh \édatihGestQ be a
prominent feature of U.S. public schoaols.
The following two chapters add to this rich scholarship by placing migrant children within

a transnational context  KDSWHU 2QH FRQVWUXFWYV D KLVWB24YoR|I WKH

L L L |

30HIJXLUH 3(GXFDWLQJ WKH OH[LFDQ &KLOG °

4 Cited inSan Miguel Jr. anffalencia,3) URP WKH 7UHDW\ RI *XDGDOXSH +LGDOJR

5 Mae Ngai,lmpossible Subjects: lllegal Aliens and the Making of Modern Améxieas JerseyPrinceton 2004),

6 5 REHUWR $OYDUH] 37KH /HPRQ *URYH ,QFLGHQW 7KH 1DWbRMITY )LUVW &
of San Diegdistory, 32 (1986)Mario T. Garc’a,Blowout! Sal Castro and the Chicano Struggle for Educational

Justice(North Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 20T3rlosBlanton, The Strange Career of Bilingual

Education in Texas, 1938981 (Texas: Texas A’AMWLYHUVLW\ 3UHVYV -RVp 0 $JXLODU 3£
Critical Race History of Movements for Chicana and Chicano Studies at UCLA; 1990 3K' GLVV 8&/$
2013).

7)RU D ORQJ RYHUYLHZ RI VHIUHIJDWLRQ VHH 5L oK Brid Gitegra®dd fFHQ FLD 36HJ
& KLFD QR 6WQhz&hQ S¢hool FhilQre and Seess: Past, Present, and Futuegl. RichardR. Valencia,

Third edition,(New York and London: Routledge, 2011)

8 Some important works that place education in a transnational context include RuberBalckesads

BUDJPDWLVWY OH[LFRTV @HOiktheQihit8dRStat¢Plaiephiar Uvesdity of Pennsylvania

! H#



1939, while Chapter Two examines the establishment of scholarships for U.S.-born children in
1939 and 1944. By engaging the country of origin from abroad, migrant families and U.S.-born

youth practiced Mexican citizenship in the United States: a form of transnational citizenship.9

Press, 2014); Gilbert Gonzalez, Culture of Empire: American Writers, Mexico and Mexican Immigrants, 1880-1950
(Texas: University of Texas Press, 2004); Rachel Newman, Los nifios migrantes: entre Michoacan y California:
Pertenencia, estado-nacion, y educacion 1976-1987 (Jalisco: El Colegio de Jalisco, 2014).

9 In their early and pioneering study, Linda Basch, Nina G. Schiller, and Cristina Szanton Blanc defined
transnationalism as a “process by which immigrants forge and sustain multi-stranded social relations that link
together their societies of origin and settlement.” See Basch, Schiller, and Blanc, Nations Unbound: Transnational
Projects, Postcolonial Predicaments, and Deterritorialized Nation-States (Langhorne, PA: Gordon and Breach
Publishers, 1994). In the mid 1990s, the United States and Mexico allowed migrants to obtain dual citizenship.
Using this as departure, political scientist and sociologist have explored a range of migrant practices in and between
the U.S. and Mexico and theorized migrant-state relationships, the nation, and citizenship. See Michael Peter Smith
and Matt Bakker, Citizenship across Borders: The Political Transnationalism of El Migrante (Ithaca: Cornell
University Press, 2007); David Fitzgerald, A Nation of Emigrants: How Mexico Manages its Migration (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2009). While “transnational citizenship” is most closely associated with this body of
literature, historians have begun to explore state-migrant relations during the first half of the twentieth century, often
using insights from scholarship on Mexican nation-state formation. See Deborah Cohen, Braceros: Migrant Citizens
and Transnational Subjects in Postwar United States and Mexico (Chapell Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
2011); Julie Weise, Corazon de Dixie: Mexicanos in the U.S. South since 1910 (Chapell Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2015).
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Chapter One
H2USKDQV RI WKH 1DWLRQY 6FKRROV IRU OLJUDQW &

From 1924 to 1939, Mexican migrant parents and the Mexican state worked to create and
support at least thirty schools fmigrant children throughout the Southwestern United States
curriculum varied, but educators taught in Spanish and covered Mexican history, geography, and
reading and writing. Some teachers emerged from the local migrant population, while others
arrived directly from Mexico. Most, if not all, schools benefitted from the aid of the Mexican state.
OH[LFRYY 6HFUHWDUtD GH (GXFDFLYyQ 3~EOLFD 6HFUHWDU\ R
hundreds of books and educational literature and charged tw@atedkiavith directing the
founding and running of Mexican migrant schools in Southern California. Throughout this process,
the Mexican consuls served as intermediaries between migrants in the United States and the
Mexican state. Despite the enthusiasm abai of Mexican consuls, the SEP, and migrant parents,
individual schools for U.Sborn Mexicans tended closed their doors after a very short duration,
often just one year. Using primary sources from the SEP, the Secretar’a de Relaciones Exteriores
(Secreairy of Foreign Relations, hereafter SRE), the Bancroft Library, and Spanish language
newspapers from the United States, this chapter constructs a history of the founding and closure
of Mexican schools.

This migrantstate effort to found schools coincidedtiwthe rise of migrant families and
WKH OH[LFDQ VWDWHYYV LQFUHDVHG SUHVHQFH LQ WKH 8QLWI
War | stimulated Mexican migration to the United States. While migrant parents retained Mexican
citizenship and did not sedkS. citizenship through naturalization, their children were granted
U.S. citizenship through birthright. However, as second class citizens, migrant children were

unable to participate fully in U.S society. Migrant children were segregated in publicsahabl



the passage dflendez v Westminster 1946. It was during this period of exclusion and tenuous
belonging that the Mexican state increased its presences in the United States by creating new
consular offices and stimulating the formation of honoramymmissions, migrased
organizations. This educational project required migrant labor, state resources, and a shared
LGHRORJ\ ,QVWHd@Ss, Riexidd CyfoGUSed BHerspective on the largely working
FODVV LPPLJUDQW SRSX@ebawueshé fauwdifdidR 4¢hddlsénal B negotiated
process among a set of transnational aatofhese schools represent sites of transnational
citizenship and Mexican natiestate formation. Despite the limited long term success of each
school, migranparents successfully secured educational resources for their children. Moreover,
the schools provided the state a means to maintain contact with and foster nationalism among
Mexicans abroad.

By framing a topic generally explored by Chicano/a historiattsmthe historiography of
modern Mexico, this chapter contributes to scholarship on education and our understanding of
statemigrant relations, namely transnational citizenship. Chicano/a scholars tend to focus on
PLIJUDQW FKLOGUHQTV HWB[BWHWUHIGKXFPHWWLRQDOPNUWWHP DQG HII
schools, providing only a cursory examination of Mexican schools. While historians of Mexican
education are becoming more transnational, Mexican migrant families have not entered into their

narratives In H{DPLQLQJ WKH OH[LFDQ VWDWH DQG PLJUDQWVY LQ

1 See Georg&itnchezBecoming Mexican American: Ethnicity, Culture, and Identit€lrcano Los Angeles, 1900

1945(New York and Oxford: Oxford biversity Press, 1993),23.Gilbert Gonztlez arrives atmilar conclusion.
GonztlezMexican Consuls and Labor Organizing: Imperial Politics in the American Soutlieests: University

of Texas Press, 1999).

2,Q D UHFHQW HVVD\ (XJHQLD 5ROGIQ 9HUD XUJHG VFKRODUY WR H[SORU
HGXFDWLRQDO V\VWHP 6HH 33DUD pGHVQDFLRQDOL]DUY OD KLVWRULD GF
mundial de la escuela lancasteriadd@ HO SULPHU W H URelifa Gléxidanaldd Biforja de la

Educaci—® R O 5XEHQ )ORUHVTVY UHFHQW ERRN H[DPLQHV WKH PRYH
intellectuals in the posevolutionary period. Seé6DFNURD GV 3 U D J P HakihgPaét ¥nd CHi[ R¥RER HHV

the United State@Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Pre&]4).
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ERUQ \RXWK WKLV FKDSWHU RIIHU D WUDQVQDWLRQDO KLVV
JHQHUDWLRQ

The founding of schools was not a uniform process and did nowfalllinear trajectory.
Sometimes, the state orchestrated the opening of a new school, while other times migrants and
honorary commissions led the effort. Moreover, individual schools opened and closed throughout
the 1920s and 1930s. Thus, this chapteorganized thematically instead of chronologically.
Divided into three sections, the first one examines schools founded under the leadership and
initiative of Mexican officials and honorary commissions, while the second highlights cases in
which migrant imlividuals were the main protagorssiRegardless of who founded a particular
school, these educational projects were collaborative efforts that brought together a range of state
and nonstate actors. The third section narrates U.S. resistance to anc ddsdexican schools
DQG WKH OH[LFDQ VWDWH DQG FRQVXODU RIILFLDOVY UHVSR
the United Stat | draw heavily on examples fro8outhern California and Texas.

The Mexican State

For our purposes the Mexican state ¢ibes Mexican consuls, the SEP, and the SRE.
All of these government departments played an important, if uneven role in the founding of
Mexican schools. Mexican consuls spearheaded the efforts to found schools and functioned as a
intermediary between mignts and the state. They wrote to and petitioned the SEP on behalf of
Mexican migrants and migrant organizations and corresponded with both the SRE and the SEP

during conflicts with U.S. officials. The SEP mailed books, magazines, maps, the Mexican flag,

3 David FitzgeraldA Nation of Emigrants: How Mexico Manages its Migrat{Berkeley, Los Angeles, London:

University of California Press, 200%elly Little HernfndezMigra! A History of the US. Border Patro(Berkeley,

Los Angeles, London: University of Californiad3s, 2010); Julie Weis€oraz—n de Dixie: Mexicanos in the U.S.

South since 191@hapé Hill: University of North Carolina Press -XOLD * <RXQJ B3&ULVWHUR 'LD
OH[LFDQ ,PPLJUDQWY 7KH 8 6 &DWKROLF &KXUFKe CathdicHisforicaR TV &ULVWH
Reviewvol. 98, No. 2, (April 2012).



photographs of presidents, and other educational resources. During its mastiyg@erioc
1926 to 1936 it placed two educators in charge of directing the founding and running of Mexican
schools in Southern California. This feyear time period sheddJKW RQ WKH VWDWHY{V ¢
DQG KRSHV IRU WKH FKLOGUHQ RI OH[LFDQ PLJUDQWV W L
PLIJUDQWVY LQWHOOHFWXDO DQG PDWHULDO LQQ¥daHwWwePHQW D
period.

Margarita Robles, atddaKHU LQ WKH 6(3V '"HSDUWDPHQWR GH (QVI
(Department of Primary and Normal Education), arrived to Los Angeles in 1926 and stayed until

,Q OD\ VKH ZRUNHG ZLWK WKH /RV $QJHOHV FRQVXO WR I
of many schools to be found in Los Angeles during this time perindts second year, like most
of the Mexican schools, it operated from four to six pm and instructed children between the ages
Rl VL[ DQG WZHOYH 7KH PRVW QR W.lo§AhDdie®WwasDhé artidaMtioR | 5RE C
of a transnational vision for Mexican migrant children. AccordinggdacOpinion students who
UHWXUQHG WR OH[LFR ZRXOG EH DEOH *FRQWLQXH WKHLU VW
Mexican educator, accordingglspanish language newspaper, gave validity to exams taken in the
8QLWHG 56 WBDWHHRWY HU LQ VKH SURSRVHG 3UHSDWULDFL
repatriation) to her superiors at the SEP. After finishing their education in the United States,
migrantchildren would move to Mexico and become rural school teachers. In this capacity, they
ZRXOG KHOS 3, QGLDQV" EHFRPH OLW HhamWMéxicars RteyoHivthed HD V R Q
United States they would never receive the same compensation as theiceniterparts. Her

VHFRQG PXFK PRUH PRGHVW SURSRVLWLRQ ZDV IRU VWXG

43*UDQ 'LVSXWD HQ %HOYHGHUH /D (V DSHQIHE@ENENRRIYSH ®P2ZHOLIJUR GH 'HYV
53/D (VFXHQODFRY GH % HiefofiHexE ihda8iQ-n y funcionamiento de este importante plantel
educativg” La Opinion,February 171927.



FRPSDWULRWYV™ LQ &DOLIRUQLD LQ RUGHU WR SHVWDEOLVK D
WLHV -

There is no evidence to indicate that her plan to incorporate Mexican students as rural
school teachers came to fruition. In fact, while the number of schools expanded during her tenure,
they were poorly funded and were generally housed in very modest buildings. During his visit to
Los Angeles, Salvador Mendoza, a representative of SEP, characterized the schools as
SLQVXIILFLHQW DQG ULFNHW\ WKRXJK ZHOO LQWHQWLRQHG
Alfonso Pesqueira wanted more. Mendoza hoped to combine the energy and effort behind the
QXPEHU RI VFKRROV WKURXJKRXW 6RXWKHUQ &DOLIRUQLD V
GHVULUKGE /RV $QJHOHV &RQVXO ) $OIRQVR 3HVTXHLUD UHFR
and announced his vision for Mexican schools during a meeting witK WKH & RQIHGHUDFL
VRFLHGDGHV PH[LFDQDV" &RQIHGHUDWLRQ RI OH[LFDQ 6RFI
planned to travel to Mexico City and finalize the details of a plan to found fifty schools for Mexican
children. Pesqueira wanted the consul to secure and operate fifty buildings throughout Southern
California. Eventually, he reasoned, the state would place migrant parents in charge of all the
DGPLQLVWUDWLYH GXWLHV 7KH VFKRROVY ZRXOG REWDLQ E
include Spanish and Mexican history.s Lastly, migrant parents would contribute one dollar per
month.

Instead of creating one large school or renting or purchasing space for fifty separate

VFKRROV WKH 6(3 DSSRLQWHG &DUPHQ 5DP Rdvhobs¥d thisQVSHFW

6 It is plausible, but doubtful that the SEP implemented a repatriation plan to train Mexicans raised and educated in

the United States as rural teachers. See 35HSDWULDFLRQ GH OH][UkDf@RN J&EHry2H OBIRUQLD

7 TUna Escuela Modelo y un Ateneo ‘La Opinion, May 10, 1928.

83 &ROHJILRV OH[LFDQRV HQ &DOLIRUQLD GHO 6XU 8QD ,QLuFLDWLYD $SUI
Opinion, November 12, 1927.
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position at the Los Angeles consulate. Ramos replaced Robles and worked in Los Angeles from
1928 to 1930. Asa forty-five-year old educator, she arrived with more than twenty years of
teaching experience. Ramos received her title as profesgomary instruction at the Normal

School in 1901. After a few years of working as an aid, she became the director of the Escuela de
P¥rvulos in Mexico in 1906. Ramos worked as a director of several schools and proved to be both
innovative and energeticin addition to founding an experimental school associated with the
National Universit VKH LQLWLDWHGQWR 3 +RUBRPUGCHAB XU LQ OLEUDUL
radio. After listening to a story, audience members were invited to narrate gtegdesarned in

their home or at schoo,Q WKH QHZVSDSHU DUWLFOH 3/D UHIRUPD HGXI
oLvwubDO DVVRFLDWHG WKH 3+RUD GHO FXHQWR™ ZLWK SRSX
comes from the way of creating that is naturabagithe population that produces popular music
ZLWKRXW WHFKQLTXH DQG GHFRUDWLRQ 1w0Zikehkriy XexicelRUP DO W
educators, Ramos took courses with John Dewey, the important and influential American educator.

Ina 1912 leter 5 DPRVY DUWLFXODWHG DVSHFWYV RI KHU SHGDJRJ\ D¢
on Mexican educators. In defending her motive for organizing a party, she insisted that the role of
HGXFDWLRQ ZzDV WR SUHSDUH VWXGH QW Vint&lectial 3ghigskeld, O HWH O
PRUDO DQG DHVWKHWLF GHYHORSPHQW 37KH WHDFKHU DQC

ZURWH 3KDV WR SUHVHQW QDWXUH WR FKLOGUHQ WKURXJK L

o Coleccion Personal Sobresalieriiapediente PersondeCarmen Ramos del Ri&xpedienteR 2/6 Archivo
Hist—rico de la SecretadeEducaci—n Paeblica, Archivo General de la Naci—n, MZxico, D.F. (Hereafter, SEP,
AGN).

10 Gabriela Mistral 3/D 5HIRUPD (G X F D F L REDNbe@uHoQCHiile) [citétRnBoletin Secretar’'a de
Educaci—n Pceblici#926. Tomo V. No. 7. Pg 47 to 63EP, AGN.
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bad passions, create good halmtsstruct characters, and, in one word, form complete beings that
ZLOO EH RI VHUYLFH WR WKHPVHOYHV WR WiIKHLU KRPHV WR
In her capacity as a SEP educator, Ramos provided Los Angeles school teachers with
pedagogical guidamc Every last Friday of the month, she held conferences for them at the Los
Angeles consulate. On Wednesdays, Ramos delivered lectures to Mexican adults at the
RPHQYV $VVRFLDWLRQ LQ %R\OH +HLJKWYV D QHLJKERUKRRC(
pubished a biweekly magazine title&l Faro. Directed at Mexican children and migrant workers,
it was intended to function as an extension of the Mexican scludbisas likely modeled on the
magazineCoopera which was produced by the SEP and distribdted of charge to schools in
OH[LFR 3XEOLVKHG IURP WR WKH OH[LFDQ PDJD]LQH L
drawings and instructed its readers on proper hygiene. Through reader contests the magazine
worked to create an active and engageatlership and audience! XULQJ WKLV 30H[LFDQL]
labor, Ramos also took note of the American educational system. In the summer of 1929, she
visited schools and observed courses for Mexican and American children related to industry and
commerce. She farmed one of her superiors, Mr. Pichardo, that the SEP could adopt these

coursess

11 Carmen Ramos to Secretar'a de Educaci-blicB@oleccion Personal Sobresalierigpediente Persondke
Carmen Ramos del Ri&xpediente: R 2/6SEP, AGN.

12 Carmen Ramos to Secretar'a de EducaPBieblica, Coleccion Personal Sobresaligrigpediente Persondke
Carmen Ramos del Ri&xpediente: R 2/6SEP, AGN.

13 ColeccionPersonal Sobresalientexpediente PersondkeCarmen Ramos del Rigxpediente: R 2/6SEP, AGN;
5RGROIR 8UDQJD 3*Qd&0phion dXtehet 301920 -~

14 SarahBerkin Coronaand Uriel Arnulfo,Para La Infancia: Ediciones de la SEP: 1921 to 1998cretar’'a de
Educaci—n Pceblica, Subsecretar'a de Educaci—n Bisica, erosial-de Materiales Ecativos: 1995).

15 Carmen Ramoto Se—otPichardo, August 26, 19280leccion Personal Sobresalierffxpediente Persondke
Carmen Ramos del Ri&xpedienteR 2/6 SEP, AGN.



Ramos was also tasked with expanded the number of schools in Southern California.
During her two years in the United States she established a total of nine schoelsf sdnich
were for adults. As early as September 1929, at least seven schools for children operated
throughout the Los Angeles area. Some of these were likely founded and run under Ramos’
guidance, while others were created by migrant individuals anaiaedgens. While it is difficult
to know who founded which schools, we know they existed throughout Southern California.
Mexican schools could be found in the Mexican barrio of Hicks camp in El Monte, in Pacoima, in
Watts, in Van Nuys Heights, in Irwindaland in Claremont. An additional two schools were in
the process of being founded, one in Bakersfield, in Northern California and another in San
Bernardino, east of East Los Angeles.

As employees of the SEP, Margarita Robles and Carmen Ramos repréisehikzkican
government’s investment in the education of Mexicans abroad. In the fourteen-year span that the
SEP supported migrant schools, this was the only time that it placed educators in the United States.
Indeed, it signaled the SEP’s largest financial contribution. After Robles and Ramos’s tenure in
Los Angeles, the SEP supported the founding and running of schools by providing educational
material. However, even during this crucial fouar time period, the SEP depended on migrants’
labor and finan@al contributions. For example, the founding of “La escuela México” in 1926
brought together a number individuals and organizations from Belvedere, one of Los Angeles'
most populated Mexican enclaves. Zeferino Ram’rez, a migrant entrepreneur and fétiegr of

donated vacant land and constructed the building that housed the scamporers of the school

16 Secretar'a de Educaci—miRaeto Jefe del Departamente Ense—anzaifharia y Normal, March 2, 1928;
Coleccion Personal Sobresalierfgpediente Persondke Carmen Ramos del Rigxpediente: R 2/6SEP, AGN.

17 “Ocho Escuelas mexicanas en Los Angeles” La OpinionSeptember 1, 1920.

18 “La Escuela “Mexico’ de Belvedere Un Informe de la Fundaci—n y Funcionamiento de este Importante Plantel
EducativqQ” La OpinionFebruary 171927.



also raised money by tapping into one of the Mexican communities most important physical and
cultural spacesDuring this time period,heaters in LosAngeles screened Mexican films and
staged performances by Mexican entertainers from Greater Mexima Iturbide, a young girl
from the neighborhood collected funds at the Teatro Estela. Eugenia Torres donated the proceeds
from her performance at the Tea Bonito. Local businessmen and migrant organizations
contributed an additional one hundred dollars to the growing pool of money. The migrant cultural
JURXS 3(0O SHQVDGRU PH[LFDQR ~ WKH VFKRROYV PDMRU EHQ
many moQWKY WR VXVWDLQ WKH VFKRRO °

ODQXHO *DPLRYV HWKQRJUDSKLF UHVHDUFK RQ OH[LFDQ
RI WKLV PLJUDQW RUJDQL]DWLRQYY SUHVLGHQW 6DQWLDJR 51
DQG =HIHULQR 5DPtUH] HOKOHVHWXIDIQ DH)RARWILR@QW O DQG ILQDQ
HVFXHOD Op[LFR" UHIOHFWHG WKHLU DIILQLW\ IRU OH[LFR DQ
States. These three Mexicans migrated to the United States in the early 1900s and eventually settled
iQ /RV $QJHOHV 'XULQJ WKHLU LQWHUYLHZV ZLWK *DPLRTV Ut
affinity and attachment to Mexico and about living in the United Stat8antiago, for example,
noted that he consumed Mexican food, attended Mexican theatefebrated Mexican
,QGHSHQGHQFH DQG SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ YDULRXV PLJUDQW LC
ZDV LQ OH[LFR ~ <HW DV OH[LFDQV OLYLQJ RXWVLGH RI WKH G

their connection to Mexico. Thisag heightened by the fact that both Rivera and Ram’rez were

19 Nic—la Kanellos Hispanic Theatre in the United Statéklouston: Arte Pceblico Press, 1984).

203*UDQ 'LVSXWD HQ %YHOYHGHUH /D (VFXHODLga@pnanBkRW3H ®2ZHOLIJUR GH '"H)
21 With funding from the Social Science Research CouMahnuel Gamio and his research team traveled

throughout the United StateEhis was one of thérst studies on Mexican migration. For more about his work and

those ofhis contemporaries s@atricia Arias and Jorge Durand9LVLRQHY DQG 9HUVLRQHYVY 3LRQHUD
Mexicana. Manuel Gamio, RotiRedfield, and Paul S. Tayl6Historia MexicanaVol. 61. No. 2 2011).For a

critical reflection on* D P L RtfiNography se@osZim—nAmerican Encounters: Greater Mexico, the United

Staes, and the Erotics of Cultu(oston: Beacon Press, 1998).
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committed to staying in the United States. Their families were used to living in the United States
DQG WKH\ GLG QRW KDYH IDLWK LQ OH[LFRYV HFRQRP\ RU LW
OH[LFR 5DPtUH] REVHUYHG WKDW WKLQJV ZHdThd déeEle EENZD U G
remain connected to Mexico, while living in the United States, produced a tension, one which was
expressed through U.S. citizenship and the education of theireshiltbnacio Sandoval, for
example, was encouraged to obtain U.S. citizenship in order to gain acceptance into a union and
WKXV UHFHLYH EHWWHU SD\ ,JQDFLR WROG *DPLRYV UHVHDLI
taken out than change his citizenstadf ever obligated to change his nationality, Zeferino
5DPtUH] ZRXOG 3WDNH KLV FRDFKHV DQG KLV VPDOO YDOXDEC(
and if it hangs between losing all the product of his labor, which is now quite a lot, and losing his
QDWLRQDOLW\ KH ZRXOG SUHIHU WRWSHIR ti@edtddsnoEchivigd O Z D \V
WKHLU FKLOGUHQYY VWDWXV DV 8 6 FLWL]JHQV WKH\ FRXOG
children to love Mexico and take pride in being Mexican HBQWHG DOO WKH pVRQV RI
resided in the United States to learn Spanish. In short, the founding of a Mexican schools
UHSUHVHQWHG PLJUDQWVY DWWDFKPHQW WR OH[LFR DQG WKI
Honorary Commissions

The magrity of schools were founded by honorary commissions, which werecs&sited,
but migrant led organizations. Beginning in the 1920s, the state sought to increase the number of
consuls in the United States as well as honorary commissions. To accormigligbal, the state

and consuls hosted conferences with migrants. While the state prohibited honorary commissions

22 Zefelino Ramtez, month and day not specified, 19R&el Two, Notes gathered for his book, Mexican
immigration to the United Statesd related material, 1928928 Mexican immigrant, his life story, the Bancroft
Library, University of California, Berkeley (Hereafter, Bancroft).

23 In numerous interviews cducted by Gamio and his researchers, migrants associated naturalization with bodily
harm Bancroft.

24 Zefelino Ramtez, month and day not specified, 1927, Reel TBamcroft.
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from engaging in politics, participation in these organizations provided migrants with access to

and resources from the Mexican consuls and khexican state. For example, the 1922

3 & R Qc¢idd @e comisiones honorifica$ EULIJDGDV GH OD FUX] D]XO PHJ[LFL
participation of Aar—n Stenz of the SRE and Consul General Enrique D. Ruiz. In a conference
held approximately fifteen months aftthe 1922 convention, Alejandro Lubbert assured the 136
representatives from these two organizations that the Mexican consul at San Antonio and Mexican
government would lend all the moral support necessary for the progress and development of their
activities and programs. For the consul, the goal of the conference was to understand the needs of
WKHVH DVVRFLDWLRQV WR KHDU WKHLU VXJJHVWLRQV DQG
lands. For the state, honorary commissions provided a vitaldiMexican migrant communities

DQG D YHKLFOH WR IXUWKHU WKH VWDWHYV JRDOV SDUWLFX
D UHSUHVHQWDWLYH RI WKH VWDWH /XEEHUWSB@QRRODUODHEEL
DQG WR HVWDE® IEVKR WKKHWRIQRBG” DPRQJ DOO OH[LFDQV

By the end of July 1931, 100 honorary commissions existed throughout the United=States.

Honorary commissions were important intermediaries between migrants and the Mexican consul

and relied on both the Mexican state and Mexican community in order to open and operate schools

for migrant children. Through community events and monthly feesgraon commissions tried

to secure financial resources from migrant parents to cover the cost of operating a school, which
RIWHQ LQFOXGHG D WHDFKHUVY vVDODU\ DQG UHQW )RU HGXF
commissions visited or wrote to Miean consuls, who then petitioned the SEP.

$WLODxXxR 6DOGDxDfVY ODERU LQ WKH OH[LFDQ FRPPXQLW)

1930 provides an illustrative example. In 1924, one year after attending the conference in San

LU L L |
25 Memoria de la Secretarde Relaciones Exteriores, Agoste 1930 a Julio de 33, SRE.
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Antonio, Salda—a opened a schooKarnes Cityzs Acting as both the president of the honorary
FRPPLVVLRQ DQG WKH VFKRROYYVY WHDFKHU 6DOGDxD DVNHC(
Obregon for his classroom.7 KLV VFKRRO OLNHO\ IROGHG VLQFH KH RSHC
HQ HVSDxRO"™ 7KH OH[LFDQ VFKRRO LQ 6SDQLVK LQ 1RYHPE
VXSSRUW IURP WKH ODUJHU OH[LFDQ FRPPXQLW\ DQG WKH O
Op[LFR" L6IMRA RI OH[LFRYV 6RQV SURYLGHG D VSDFH IUHH RI
General Enrique Santibf—ez provided material support. The two parties that Salda—a organized in
VXPPHU RI SURYLGH D QLFH H[DPSOH R HtN$SON®IQOTYV LQY
the night of August 5, the school hosted an end of the year party at the salon of the migrant
RUJDQL]DWLRQ 3% HQHYROHQFLD PH [48F& Bpanish Hhgedy® % HQ!
newspaper listed the schedule of events and invited the engxedh colony. Throughout the
HYHQLQJ ER\V DQG JLUOV VDQJ D QXPEHU RI VRQJV DQG U
LQVWUXLUHVH" WKH SRRU VKRXOG JHW DQ HGXFDWLRQ 30D
3VpUH JUDQGH XQ GLPOH,&ZD\O ODEXs BIDHPWSDWULD  IRU P\ QC
used these songs to entertainment and foster nationalist sentiment among migrant children. In their
VSHHFKHVY &RQVXO *HQHUDO (QULTXH 6DQWLEixH] DQG $WL
performances to emphasize the importance of educating migrant cheédvierst importantly, the

evening provided an opportunity for these various actors to renew their support for the Mexican

school. Salda—a and some of the parents assured the consul gené¢hnal sbhool would open the

26 Report and program included in Expedientel2839, Acervo Hist—rico Diplomitico de Secretaria de Relaciones
Exteriores, MZxico D.RHereafter, SRE).

27 Atila—o Salda—a to Alvaro Obregon, May 1, 1924, Ramo Presidentes, ObregorlBxqiksiente 24E-K-1,

Archivo General de la Naci—n, MZxico, D.F.

28 Newspaper clipping was forwarded along with a request for material. Consul general to SEP, June 10, 1929,
Expediente 1¥264-56, SRE.

29 Clipping from August 3, 1929 was included in note froomsul general to Subsecretary of SRE, Expediente IV
26456, SRE



following year and the consul general promised to support their efforts. Consul General Enrique
Santibf—ez kept his promise by requesting books froms&EP.
Individual Migrants

Juana Ornelas and J. Refugio Ram’rez wetgart of an honorary commission or migrant
organization. In fact, they resided in neighborhoods far from Mexican consuls and established
Mexican communities. Yet, they worked hard to create Mexican schools and, like honorary
commissions throughout the ed States, received support from the Mexican government and
migrant parents.

Approximately one hundred and forty miles from San Antonio, Texas, Eagle Pass lies
along the U.SMexico border. In 1930, its total population was just slightly above 5,000
inhabitantss1 A small city dedicated to agriculture and mining, the Mexican community was
unstable and migratory. In 1924, an eightyear ROG -XDQD 2UQHODV OHIW KHU
Piedras Negras, Coahuila and headed to Eagle Pass. As a resident adiehesherarrived with
a clear a set of beliefs about migrant children and the role of education in society. Children of
working-class parents, according to Ornelas, were at a grave disadvantage. Vé@gagarents,
she claimed, did not understand thepartance of obtaining an education. They also failed to
consider that an uneducated population negatively impacted society and the nation. Msheover,

ZRUULHG WKDW OLNH *DEDQGRQHG FKLOGUHQ" WKHVH 3FKLOC

30 Consul general to SEP, September 1929 and consul general to Subsecretary of SRE, August 5, 1929, Expediente
IV-26456, SRE After the first party, Consul General Enrique Santib}—ez wiootiee SRE. He praised Salda-a

labor and requested material behalf of the school. By mid July, the Secretaria de Agricultura y Fomento mailed
twenty-five maps of the Mexican republiSeeConsul General Enrique Santibt—ez to-Saeretary of SRE, April

9, 1929 and Secretaria de Agricultura y Fomento to Subsecretario Encargddspisino de SRE, July 15, 1929,
Expediente 1¥264-56, SRE.!

31 Texas State Historical Association, accessed September 10, 2014
https://www.census.gov/prod/www/decennial.htrBlen E. Pingenotlistorical Highlights of Eagle Pass and

Maverick CountyEagle Pass, Texas: Eaglass Chamber of Commerce, 198¢n E. Pingenot, edPaso del
cguila...Memoirs of Jesse SumptAustin: Encino, 1969).
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homeODQG ~ (GXFDWLRQ IRU 2UQHODV ZDV QRW D SULYLOHJIF
children, especially those who found themselves in foreign lands. Schools and educators, for this
young teacher, were positioned to play an integral role in sodiegy could, she reasoned, help
prepare children to live honorably, provide students with the intellectual capacity to overcome
OLIHfV FKDOOHQJHYVY DQG WUDLQ WKHP WR PHHW WKHLU VRF
In 1924, Ornelas focused all her energies and availlablleRXUFHV WR IRXQG WKH
PH[LFDQD " 6KH UHDFKHG RXW WR WKH GLUHFWRU RI WKH $PF
GHVNV DQG RQH FKDONERDUG ,Q WKH GLUHFWRUYY RSLQLRQ
children to learn Spanish befoeatering American schools. We know, however, that this was a
common excuse used by school officials through the United States to justify segregating Mexican
children. In this case, Ornel§sotives fit with this racist logic. It also provided her with key
material resources. To advertise her school, Ornelas circulated flyers among the Mexican
community. In her role as teacher, the flyer assured parents, she would be very vigilant, practice
VWULFW GLVFLSOLQH DQG PROG W Kthe WMuthh XaGiveQd ¥ndrgeiié,R 3J R R
PHQ FRQVFLRXV RI WKHLU REOLJDWLRQV® DQG XOWLPDWHO
IDPLY%HFDXVH VKH XVHG WKH FXUULFXOXP IRXQG LQ OH[LFR
envy the education that Mexican chilJdH Q U H #3 HikeYs&€hGols$ founded by consular officials
DQG KRQRUDU\ FRPPLVVLRQV 2UQHODV UHOLHG RQ PLJUDQW
DQG WKH VFKRROTV H[SHQVHV 6WXGHQWY LQ NLQGHUJDUWH

morth, while second and third graders were expected to pay one dollar and-twe gntsz4

LU L L L |

32 See flyer in Expediente N264-21, SRE.
33 See flyer in Expediente "264-21, SRE.
34 See flyer in Expediente F264-21, SRE.



7TKLUW\N OH[LFDQ FKLOGUHQ DWWHQGHG 2UQHODVY VFKRR
to provide enough financial support to keep the school open. Just afe@irhV ITURP KHU SDU
home, this young teacher decided to move back to Mexico when her school failed. The Ornelas
family lived comfortably and were likely part of the middle class. In a letter to the consulate, she
recalled playing her piano, writing orehtypewriter, and reading many books. Back in Mexico,
VKH IRXQG HPSOR\PHQW DW D SXEOLF VFKRRO EXW QHYHU IF
WRZQ" DFURVV WKH ERUGHU ,QGHHG VKH FRPSDUHG KHU V\
Pass6 KH GHVFULEHG WKH RQHV LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYV DV 30
H[ISUHVV WKHPVHOYHYV RU H¥HQ DSSHDU WR EH OH[LFDQ ~

, Q LQ WKH IDFH RI KHU SDUHQWVY PLVJLYLQJVY VKH U
WKH 30 DWW\OHWKIDW 3QHHGHG KHU ~ 1RZ DV DQ H[SHULHQFH
United States. She brought two important things with her: her two sisters and savings that she
DFTXLUHG ZKLOH ZRUNLQJ LQ OH[LFR 7KH 3(VFXHl@a), PRGHOR
was locatedn San Lusito, one of the poorest and most remote neighborhoods of Eagle Pass. The
school itself was housed in a very humble building. One room was unable to retain warmth during
WKH ZLQWHUV RU VKLHOG LWV gigng s A/ v 1824Udh®J 7H[L
approached the director of the American school (now Mr. Miller) who gladly loaned her twenty
one student desks, two chalkboards, and a chair and adabl8eptember of 1928, she used the
same language from her previougefl to create a new one. Her new school now included a night
class as well courses on grammar and arithmetic. The most important difference, which reflected
2UQHODVY H[SHULHQFH ZLWK WKH OH[LFDQ UHVLGHQWYV RI
instructian. She lowered the cost of enrollment to fifty cents for students in kindergarten and first
ARRNN AR RN RN AR RRRRRRRTTTT TNy

35 Letter from Juana Ornelas to unspecified consul, August, 14, 1929, Expedicttd-P1, SRE.
36 Letter from Juana Ornelas to unspecified consul, August, 14, 1929, Expedie?6d-21, SRE!
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grade and seventiyve cents for second and third grade students. This price, however, was still too
much for migrant families. In October, she issued a second Wyech advertised a new price and
two new courses: the rate was lowered for all grades to tvimetgents and she added a piano
FODVV DQG DQ HYHQLQJ 6SDQLVK FODVYV IRU WKH *ELJJHU FK
As a Mexican educator working in the United States, OrnelaR XJKW WR 3HUD
$PHULFDQLVP IURP >WKH@ PLQG" RI IRUW\ VWXGHQWYV DQG \
PRWKHEOQDQ@E OHWWHU WR WKH FRQVXODWH VKH ERDVWHG
recalled that when she first started working with mrarg students, they laughed at the flag, refused
WR VDOXWH LW DQG FOHDUO\ 3GLG QRW XQGHUVWDQGLQJ D
her that their children preferred the American flag. Through her efforts, however, the students
came to loverespect, and sing to the flag on national holidays. This nationalist labor mirrored her
HPSKDVLVY RQ RUGHU DQG GLVFLSOLQH 7KH\ SURJUHVVHG I
listening, asking questions when they did not understand the lesson, artdashgng each other.
Ornelas informed the consul that parents were surprised with how well their children performed
on theirexamss : KLOH WKHUH LV OLNHO\ D GHJUHH Rl K\SHUEROH LC(
students did learn. Esperanza Calleg representative of the consulate, visited the school and
noted in an official report that the students knew how to read and write in Spanish and could
identify a few places in Mexice.
7R IXUWKHU WKH PLVVLRQ RI WKH 3(VfarKi$] QuBnaPR@lBisO R P H |
DQG KHU VLVWHUV RUJDQL]JHG ILHVWDV VXFK DV WKH 3*UD(

OH[LFDQV RI WKH 3FRORQLD"™ ZHUH LQYLWHG WR HQMR\ D QLJ

37 Letter from Juana Ornelas to unspecified consul, August, 14, 1929, Expedi&td-P1, SRE.

38 Letter from Juana Ornelas to unspecified consul, August, 19, BB®ediente IV264-21, SRE

solReport by Escribiente Auxiliar Esperanza Calleja, of Mexican consul, date not specified, Expedi2de2
SRE.



school: the admission fee was twenty-five cents for adults and ten cents for children. On that
Sunday evening, the school children and Esperanza Ornelas performed seventeen musical
QXPEHUV 6RQJV OLNH 3G\LQJ EHFDXVH RI GULQNLQJ" DQG 3\
meant to convey asetof vaOXHV DQG PRUDOV ZKLOH 3/DV JRORQGULQDV'
struck an emotional chord with most migrant adults. Collectively, Juana Ornelas wanted the songs
WR 3IRVWHU ORYH IRU WKH KRPHODQG ZLWKRXW WKHP >PLJI
used these fiestas as an opportunity to speak with fathers and mothers about the importance of
provided their children with an education.

The fiestas might have successfully fostered or reinforced nationalist sentiment, but they
did not provide a significant financial boost. In fact, migrant parents were inconsistent in their
monthly payments. According to Ornelas, some owed her two or three months of tuition and many
were only able to pay fifteen or twenty cents a month. One father, for example, had five children
who attended the school, but was unable to pay their monthly fees. Because they were dedicated
students, Juana Ornelas encouraged them to attend. She hoped that in the future they would be able
to help their father. While Juana Ornelas worried about finances, her major concern was the
HGXFDWLRQ RI PLJUDQW FKLOGUHQ 3, GRQTW ZRUN WR PDNt
ZURWH WR D OH[LFDQ FRQVXO 3,1, ZzDV ULFK =~ VKH FRQWLQX
WKH QHHG\ BXW PB®&RQYW K

6HYHQ PRQWKY DIWHU RSHQLQJ WKH 3(VFXHOD PRGHOR
Mexican consul. Ornelas hoped that the consul would organize a conference and tell parents that
their children needed to learn to read Spanish before they could learn English. In regard to material

conditions, she asked the consul for books used in Mexican schools, notebooks and pencils, and

40 Letter from Juana Ornelas to unspecified consul, August, 14, 1929, Expediente IV-264-21, SRE.
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financial assistance. The latter was her biggest concern. In fact, in her correspondence with the
consul, she asked the #é¢H WR WDNH RYHU WKH DGPLQLVWUDWLYH WDV
LQFOLQHG ~ VKH ZURWH 3WR GR ZKDWHYHU \RX RUGHU )RU I
consulate and every parent of a family would put conditions about their kid and smanifest
LQ D WLPHO\ IDVKLRQ DQG H[S4H¥EY iswiiinuNcktidn Wad hé ¢orsul 1UHH C
organized a conference or took over the school. The consul did, however, write to the SRE, who
IRUZDUGHG 2UQHODVY UHTXHWSER By D&ddé&l of thes@mé/ yesrStieL HV W
Texasbased teacher received forine copies oRZbsameandLas cinco maravillastwenty
four copies offorazon and ninetynine notebooks2

Juana Ornelas was not alone in her transnational efforts. J. Bdlagn'rez provides
another example. Ram’rez left Mexico in the early 1920s, but instead of settling in Texas or along
the border, he continued north, to Kansas. By 1930, he had resided in Wichita for nine solid years.
In a letter to the SEP, he explaindatthe migrated to obtain a few personal goals and not out of
economic selinterest or fear of the MexicaneRolution. For Ram’rez, individual progress
consisted of three things. First, he wanted to learn English, which he accomplished in 1927.
Second, b desired to acquire a trade that would provide him with some sustenance. Third, Ram'rez
GHVLUHG WR EH XVHIXO WR WKH 3$]WHFD PRWKHUODQG ~ $FFF
States lived as outcasts, but maintained their love for the Merai@on. He lamented that the
consul was both inactive and out of touch with the Mexican colony. It was in this context that he
sought to work on behalf of thaation.

In January 1930 he opened a school in Wichita, Kansas. He started with ten students, but
after four months his group grew to forty. The school met once a week and he taught students
ARRNN AR RN RN AR RRRRRRRTTTT TNy

41 Letter from Juana Ornelas to unspecified consul, August, 14, 1929, Expedittd-P1, SRE.
42 See Expediente P264-21, SRE!



Spanish, history, and geography. He also hoped to foster his students’ intellectual and physical
abilities and “lo nacional.”43 Like honorary commissions, he asked the SEP for books used in
Mexican schools. He also wanted to purchase a dictionary and books related to physical
education.44 The SEP mailed ten copies of Historia patria by Justo Sierra and ten copies of
Cultores y forjadores de MZxicoy Humberto Tejera.ss In a letter to the director of the
Departamento de Biblotecas (Department of Libraries), this migrant educator expressed his deep
gratitude to the Mexican state. “It is difficult,” he wrote “for me to describe the great benefit of
these books for the orphans of the fatherland.”46 Ramirez also took the opportunity to ask the
Mexican government to take a more active role in the education of migrant children. Based on his
experience with his forty student, he reasoned that there were thousands of brilliant Mexican
children across the United States. Missing, according to Ramirez, was someone to uplift and lead
the fight for national progress. “Why don’t you exert influence so that national education can cross
borders,” he pleaded. There was no official response.47
School Closures and the Limits of Transnational Citizenship

The SEP, consuls, honorary commissions, teachers, and migrant parents worked diligently
to open and operate schools for migrant children. Yet, even “La escuela México,” which received
support from the SEP, the Los Angeles consul, and “El pensador mexicano,” struggled financially.
In fact, it was in danger of closing just one year after it opened its doors to migrant children.4s
Remaining open was a major problem for all migrant schools, especially during the Great

Depression. The Mexican government, Carmen Ramos informed a reporter at the La Opinion

QAR NN NRR AR NN |

43 J.R Ramirez to Ministro de Instruccion Publica, April 7, 1930, Expediente 592-111, Caja 31074, SEP, AGN.
44 J.R. Ramirez to Joaquin Ramirez Cabaias, May 15, 1930, Expediente 592-111, Caja 31074, SEP, AGN.

45 Movimiento de Almacen, May 9, 1930, Expediente 592-111, Caja 31074, SEP, AGN.

46 J.R. Ramirez to Joaquin Ramirez Cabafas, May 15, 1930, Expediente 592-111, Caja 31074, SEP, AGN.!

47 J.R Ramirez to Ministro de Instruccion Publica, April 7, 1930, Expediente 592-111, Caja 31074, SEP, AGN.
43 “Gran Disputa en Belvedere: La Escuela ‘México’ en Peligro de Desaparecer,” La Opinion July 31, 1927.!
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SRQO\ KDV UHVRXUFHV WR FRYHU WKH SUHVVLQJ HGXFDWLRQ
been able to dedicate a portion of itglget towards the education of Mexican children residing
RXWVLGH WEKdéi npiakiy 8dRdRIs to succeed, she argued, the state would need to cover
WHDFKHUVY VDODULHY DQG WKH UHQWDO FRVW DVVRFLDWLQ
too PXFK IRU WKH OH[LFDQ JRYHUQPHQW sbidle2d{ &itér tho/ydarsU SR X U
of working in Los Angeles, she concluded that even with the necessary funds this ambitious
educational project would not succeed.

In addition to financial struggée migrant schools faced opposition from U.S. officials.
Below, | focus on institutional challenges in Los Angeles and Texas from 1928 to 1930 and the
FRQWURYHUV\ RYHU D 3VRFLDOLVW ERRN™ LQ $IWHU WZR
the numler of Mexican schools, Carman Ramos wrote to Leopoldo Kiel, the Director of the
Departamento de Ense—anza Primaria y Normal and asked for permission to return tosMexico.
While she remained committed to the project, Ramos worried that Americans woulth&ght
OH[LFDQ VFKRROV 3GLSORPDWLFDOO\ DI awatidli®R ol OHJDO
Opinion, she noted that the Los Angeles Health Department used hygiene as an excuse to shut
down these schook.In her communication with the SEP, she prodid@ example. The school
in question was located on the property of a Mexican migrant and was doing fairly well. Ninety

migrant children attended the school and the teacher, Ramos noted, received forty dollars per

49 B Escuelas Para Educar 80,000 Ni—&s Opinion,October 12, 1930.

50 Carmen Ramos tBrofessor Leopoldo KieAugust 12 1930Coleccion Personal Sobresalierifgpediente
PersonatleCarmen Ramos del Ri&xpedienteR 2/6 SEP, AGN.

51 Carmen Ramos is quoted at length in a letter from the SEP to the SRE, October 4, 1930, Expedthie IV
SEP, AGN.

52 Carmen Ramos tBrofessor Leopoldo KigAugust 12 1930Coleccion Personal Sobresalierfgpediente
PersonatleCarmen Ramos del Ri&xpedienter 2/6 SEP, AGN.

53 Carmen Ramos is quoted at length in a letter from the SEP to the SRE, October 4, 1930, Expedthie IV
SRE.

54 3 Escuelas Para Educar 80,000 Ni—as Opinio,October 12, 1930.
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month. In September of 1930, American otiis demanded that the water fountain be relocated.
The Mexicans in charge obliged. Yet, American officials also informed the teacher that she could
only work with a total of thirty to thirtyfive students. Ramos suspended classes for two weeks in
order b provide Mexican migrants an opportunity to evaluate the situation and to avoid conflict
with American officials. In the end, American officials notified the teacher that she would not be
allowed to reopen the school. In another instance, American afdound an alternative pretext.
A former educator from Aguascalientes taught Spanish language classes to adults. Americans
provided the building, which Ramos claimed was inferior to the one cited above. However, the
building was taken away because theaidph class attracted more adult students that English
classss

,Q D OHWWHU WR WKH 65( WKH 6(3 TXRWHG 5DPRVY UHS
Mexican consular officialss In his response to the SRE, the Los Angeles Consul Rafael de la
Colina agred with Ramos, but framed resistance to Mexican schools within a legal context.
Schools in the state of California, he informed the SRE, were required to fulfill a number of
requirements. The buildings were required to uphold ventilation and hygienic retswzatal an
RFFXSDQF\ RI QR PRUH WKDQ IRUW\ VWXGHQWY ORUHRYHU
SXEOLF VFKRROV GXULQJ WKH GD\ ,Q DGGLWLRQ DIWHUVEK
FKLOG =~ ,Q RWKHU ZRUGYV WtOH. \StdtK & ¥ I00al dtitHomRiés@ddrRhewowes G X U
to approve both the curriculum and textbooks. Local authorities also had the right to intervene and

REVHUYH DQ\ RI WKH VFKRROVY SURJUDPV 7KHVH UHJXOL

55 Carmen Ramos is quoted at length in a letter from the SEP to the SRE, October 4, 1930, Expedthie IV
SRE.
56 Carmen Ramos is quoted at length in a letter from the SEP to the SRE, October 4 1930, Expedighie IV
SRE.



insurmountable. Fadwing Ramos, he argued that state authorities had ample ammunition to target
these school and that U.S. officials would ultimately halt the development of schools as soon as
they attained any real significance.

Rafael de la Colina was sympathetic to USSITLFLDOVY UHVLVWDQFH WR OH
explained to the SRE that children born in U.S. territory were granted U.S. citizenship and that the
VWDWH ZRXOG GR HYHU\WKLQJ SRVVLEOH WR LPSHGH 3IRUH
divert,orcantdiO” WKH ZRUN Rl 3$PHULFDQL]DWLRQ ~ <HW DV D UHSES
HQYLVLRQHG WKHVH FKLOGUHQ DV SDUW RI WKH OH[LFDQ QD\
homeland, because it entails the total loss of thousands of Mexicada il Q ERUQ LQ WKLV F
he wrote to the SRE. Instead of abandoning the project and Mexican children, the consul asked the
SEP to study the problem and find a solution. He even suggested that Los Angeles County could
serve as a place of experimentation.

In Texas, Mexican consular officials responded to school closures by adopting a
contradictory position: they simultaneously tried to respect U.S. sovereignty and foster nationalist
sentiment among migrant children. In the fall of 1928, local officildsedl two schools in the
border town of San Benito, Texas. In late November, U.S. officials posted a notice on one of the
schools. It declared that English was the official language and that schools should teach students
WR ORYH WKH I10ODJ X¥MNMWK SMKH ECRRUGIQ® WR DQ DUWLFOH
newspapeLa Prensa, the superintendent of the school district was responsible for this action. The
DXWKRU RI WKH DUWLFOH FRPSODLQHG WKDW 31RUWK $PHULF

alORZHG WR RSHUDWH DQG ZHUH QRW IRUFHG WR ORY¥sH WKH 3]

57 Los Angeles ConsiRafaelde la Colina to SRE, Nov 26, 1930, Expediente2BA-1, SRE
583+DQ VLGR FHUUDGDVY YDULDV HVFXH O DM PeR&Q Sodervbidr 30Q1928xD HO LGLRPD
Expediente 1¥264-54, SRE



The consul at Corpus Christi reported the incident to the SRE, who then instructed Enrique
Santibafiez, the consul general in San Antonio, to investigate.s9 According to Santibafiez, the
consul at Corpus Christi shared La Prensa’s nationalist sentiment and frustration in regards to
school closures. For Santibafiez, the consul at Corpus Christi lacked an understanding of U.S.
history. Unlike Mexico, argued the consul general, the United States received people from all over
the world in order to populate its vast territory. This created the risk that an entire ethnic group
within a geographical area might attempt to segregate from the “union.” For the consul, the
English-only public school was not an arbitrary or anti-Mexican action, but an attempt at nation
building. Santibafiez ordered Mexican consuls in Texas to abide by the law and to cooperate with
U.S. authorities.

Mexicans continued to establish schools and local American educators continued to shut
them down. In 1930, officials in Houston closed a school led by Cruz M. Montemayor. Mexican
families, according to Montemayor, were eager to send their children to Mexican schools and to
“avoid losing ties that united them to la patria.”60o Montemayor was troubled by the closure and
asked the SEP if Mexicans were allowed to establish schools.s1 As usual, the SEP and SRE
discussed the matter. The SRE insured the SEP that the consul general in San Antonio and the
consul in Houston would look into the legality of the closures.62

The consul general’s note to the SRE was short and to the point: he simply stated that the
authorities were within the law to close down these schools.s3 The consul in Houston, however,

was much more thorough and cited both Article 2892 and 2893 of Texas state law. Article 2892

59 Head of department to consul general of Mexico at San Antonio Texas, December 21, 1928. Expediente [V-264-
54, SRE.

60 SEP to SRE, June 6, 1930, Expediente [V-264-33, SRE.

61 SEP to SRE. June 6, 1930, Expediente [V-264-33, SRE.

62 SRE to SEP, June 17, 1930, Expediente IV-264-33, SRE.

63 Consul general, Expediente IV-264-33, SRE.
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required children between the ages of eight and fourteen to attend a public school. Moreover,
children were required to attend no less than one hundred days per schekastChildren could
also attend a private or parochial school as long as the school included a course on good citizenship
DQG PDGH 3(QJOLVK ODQJXDJH WKH EDVLV RI LQVWUXFWLRQ
the consul general offered divengi interpretations of state law. For the consul, state law did not
prohibit the creation of Mexican schools. Schools, he argued, could teach most of the material in
English and include Spanish. He provided two examples. The school run by Montemayor, the
coQVXO FODLPHG 7zZDV FORVHG EHFDXVH RI LWV 3KRUULEOH V
ventilation, and to make matters worse, the children drank water from the same cup. A school in
the same city, directed by Leonor Ancira, however, remained émarding to the consul, it
ZDV 3IWUXO\ OH[LFDQ" DQG WKH WH D F k4ThusDixvhiplivd ixhiheWw W KH
law. Consul General Santibt—ez disagreed with the consul:

«LQ VD\LQJ \RX¥Mexican Bc8ddl@nd teach in Spanish as lamglo not

neglect to teach English, here you are in error. The base of education must be in

English and no material can be taught in any other language. Spanish is taught like

RWKHU PDWHULDO EXW , UHSHDW QRW DWhDeEDVH IRU LC

DQG FROQWLQXH WKLQNLQJ WKDW \RX FDQ WHBPFK 6SDQLVK

Enrique Santibt—ez reprimanded the consul in Houston and ordered consuls in Texas to
cooperate with local authorities. However, he also supported efforts toteduoigaant children.
He attended parties organized by the local educator Atila—o Salda—a and directed the consul in
Kansas City, Kansas to work with local migrants to establish a new school. According to Consul
Alfredo Vazquez of Kansas City, the majorafymigrant children in Kansas were unable to read

LQ 6SDQLVK DQG NQHZ YHU\ OLWWOH SDERXW OH[LFDQ KLVWR

PHHWLQJ DW WKH 3+LMRV GH Op[LFRTV" KDOO DQG SURSRVH

64 Consulate at Houston to SRE, June 30, 1930, Expedier26433, SRE.
65 Consul general to consul at Houston, July 7, 1930, Expedier264\33, SRE.
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attendance enthusif¢ LFDOO\ DJUHHG DQG DSSRLQWHG 0OUacheHOLSH /L
Migrant parents agreed to furnish the school andipayJ 0U /lawW.i§t\held Dl&sses three
eveningsout of the weekDW WKH 3+LMRV GH Op[LFRYV ™ Vabddahize®@ QW LE ix
UHPDLQ RXW RI VLIKW WR UHIUDLQ IURP DQ\ SRVWHQWDWLI
existence of the schoed.Throughout the United States, migrants held public fundraisers and used
local Spanish language newspapers to attr@ststudents, to announce the opening of the school,
and to provide the Mexican community with important updates.

6DQWLEiIXxH]TY DFWLRQV LQ .DQVDV &LW\ DFFXUDWHO\ UL
founding and supporting of Mexican schools. Irdlelm the summer of 1930, he wrote to the
consuls in his jurisdiction to address the future of Mexican schools in the United States. He
informed Mexican officials that the creation of Mexican schools in the United States violated
Texas law. All public andorivate schools, he noted, were required to conduct instruction in
English. Moreover, migrant parents who enrolled their children in Mexican schools were not
abiding by the law and ran the risk of incurring penalties. It is not clear what the penalttes cou
have been, but it was not a benevolent prospect for parents, especially those without U.S.
citizenship. By supporting these schools, consular officials disme@ themselves in a difficult
VLWXDWLRQ °2QH RI WKH REOLJDW ixRIQ \Z RR WH H3 F\R QWX O B V SH
contradict the law of the country where one is located, the Mexican cannot assist in these
VFKRROV« $QG \HW DV LQ WKH H[DPSOHV UHFRXQWHG DERY
room to maneuver. According t@aftibt—ez, the authorities of some counties allowed Spanish

ODQJXDJH VFKRROV WR H[LVW SEHFDXVH RI WKHLU UHODWLYH

66 As the school irKansas City was openingnotherone openedh Bridgeport, Texag-ounded by the honorary
commission andunder the jurisdiction of theonsul in Dallas, its teder taught thirtyfive studentsSantibf—ez

offered the same cautid@a the consul in Dallas. See consul general to consul at Dallas, June 25, 1930, Expediente
IV-26417,SRE.



schools, the consul general advised, should avoid having official events and publishing anything
about the schools in the local press.

As one might expect, Mexican consuls continued to take an active roke éddication of
migrant childrenA case from Cement, Texas in December 1930 provides an illustrative example.
After founding a school foforty students, the organizers asked the consul in Dallas to help them
obtain Mexican books used in Mexican primary schools. The consul wrote to the SRE, who then
wrote to the SEs By January of 1931, the SEP ordered books for the migrant school in Gement

In writing about these schools, Chicano/a scholars focus on the late 1920s and early 1930s.
In their timeline and narrative, they mark 1928 as the apex of Mexican schools and 1930 as the
GHFOLQH DQG HYHQWXDO GHPLYVE RZENCKtioNal W djedtHoweday LR QD O
we know that failure and resilience were defining characteristics of this educational projects and
that most schools operated for a very short time period. These factors make it difficult to
definitively trace the numbers oflsools and their locations. A close readind-afOpinionand
research in Mexican archives reveals that at least eleven schools operated in Southern California
as late as 1939. While the majority were located in the greater Los Angeles area, schodls existe
in remote areas like Ventura Countyin the late 1930s, migrants continued to collaborate with
the Mexican government and to receive books from the SEP. Indeed, it was a book that sparked
the interest and opposition of U.S. authorities. This episodesptoi another motive for the closure

Rl OH[LFDQ VFKRROV OH[LFRYV VRFLDOLVW HGXFDWLRQ

LU L |

67 Consul general to consuls in the jurisdiction, August 22, 1930; consul general to SRE, Expé¢dig#4 7,
SRE.

68 SRE to Subsecretario of the SEP, December 6, 1930, Expedieni€ B¥2aja 31074SEP, AGN.

69 SRE to Consul General, Jamy&, 1931, Expediente 5967, Caja 31074SEP, AGN.
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On June 1 1939, Rito R. Madrid from the Coordinating Council of Los Angeles walked
into the Los Angeles consul and provided Consul Rodolfo Salazar with a reportrengdée
use of the Mexican bodRimientein a migrant school in Pacoima. The Mexicans associated with
this school replicated the model that migrants and the state established in-tlodated1920s.
The honorary commission spearheaded the effort tadfdlie school, migrant parents contributed
RQH GROODU D PRQWK IRU WKH WHDFKHUTfV VDOBinent®e QG WKFE
ZDV XVHG LQ ILUVW VHFRQG DQG WKLUG JUDGH FODVVHV LC
of President C.sc HQDVYfV VRFLDOLVW HGXFDWLRQ ,W QDUUDWHG OF
from a Marxist framework and provided examples of working class solidarity and liberation. The
UHSRUW WRRN QRWH RI DQ LQVFULSWLRQ Dpep&ty\oitiePS RQ \
OH[LFDQ 6WDWH ,WV VDOH ZLOO EH VHYHUHO\ SXQLVKHG ~ L
SKRQRUDU\ FRPPLVVLRQ 3DFRLPD &DOLIRUQLD ~ LQGLFDWH!
report continued in a chronological fashion aoehmarized four lessons fro&imiente Like the
inscription and stamp, the implications of the text were-es@ient for both American and
Mexican officials: the content and message of the book was in stark opposition to the United
6 W D W FdhfmIn@istahce.

6KRUWO\ DIWHU ODGULGTV YLVLW /RV $QJHOHV &RQVXO
WKH 65( +H zZzDV ZRUULHG WKDW LW FRXOG UHDFEKIW KH 3'LH\
weeks later, General Eduardo Hay of the SRE wrote to the consuatgeine®an Antonio and El
Paso, Texas, and San Francisco, California. He began his letter by clearly articulating that this was
QRW DQ LVVXH RSHQ IRU GHEDWH )RU +D\ WKH YDOLGLW\
investigation was irrelevant. As dgmatic and consular representatives, consuls were required to

LU L L |
71 Los AngelesConsulRodolfo Salazar to SRE, June 1, 198%pediente I¥7062, SRE.



IROORZ OH[LFRYY DSSURDFK WR LQWHUQDW L BRQMsDIswWer© DW LR Q

required WR 3SDGKHUH WR VWULFW UHVSHFW IRU RSLQLRQV RI W

UHODWLRQV "~ ORUH LPSRUWDQWO\ KH RXWOLQHG DQ HIILFLH
It is advisable, if the honorary commissions or other similar Mexican

organizations are the ones asking for the material that provoked these suspicions,

to use thesame means to avoid the appearance of an official action from this office,

in regards to the corresponding authorities. In a private meeting you can call the

representatives of the Mexican organizations and with the necessary tact convince

them of the neetbr them to pick up the books. Yet, without depriving the children

of our compatriots of this book. To this end, they can use it in their hemes.

The consul general in San Antonio mailed this note to the consuls in his jurisdiction. He
TXRWHG teDanfi dddeeidbiditional, more specific, instructions. He asked his consuls to visit
libraries and cultural institutions established by honorary commissions and to pick up the book
Simienteas well as any other books that could be viewed as socialist. The@ D SFRQILGHQV
QRWH ~ WKH\ ZHUH WR LQIRUP WKH VHFUHWDU\ DQG FRS\ WK
provide their personal observationsConsuls in Galveston and in Del Rio responded. The consul
at Galveston noted that they were in @®g of discretely picking up copiesSifmienteand would
have them in their offices in a few daysMexican officials at the Del Rio consul found fifty
copies ofSimientewithin their jurisdiction. While the note implied that books found in private
homesFRXOG EH OHIW DORQH WKH FRQVXOV SURFHHGHG WR 3Y

General Eduardo Hay also wrote to the SEP. He quoted his entire letter to the consul

generals and added two important details. First, he speculated that it was very likélgstha

Angeles (where the conflict erupted) was not the only city that received books from the SEP.

72 Quoted in letter fron€Consul General Omar Joseteconsul of San Antonio Texas, July 11, 19BSpediente 1V
7062, SRE

73 Consul General Josefe Omar to cossdilly 11, 1939Expediente I¥706-2, SRE.

74 Romeo Dom’guez G, El Canciller de 3a at Mexican consul at GalveStxas to SRE, July 24, 1939,
Expediente 1¥706-2, SRE.

75 Consul at Del Rio, Texas to SRE, July 18, 1939, Expedienfddb2, SRE.
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Second, the secretary told the SEP to carefully review any books destined for Mexican children in
the United States. For Hay it was important for the SER@GHUVWDQG WKH PHQWDOL
$PHULFDQ ~ SDUWLFX O D4ddnmunigm L MoweMerOitDNasHUGt &% RnpDramw fior
OH[LFDQ FKLOGUHQ WR FRQWLQXH WR UHFHLYH WH[WERRNYV ¢
to nourish their spiritD QG IRVWHU LQ WKHP NQRZOHGJHeDhEREAM, DQG OF
KH ZDQWHG WR UHVROYH WKH LVVXH DQG SUHYHQW QHZV RI
Washington, D.C. He was patrticularly concerned that if the report landed it the wandg in
ZRXOG EH XVHG WR FUHDWH 3FRQIXVLRQ DERXW OH[LFR™ DQ
revolutionzz

7KH 65( DQG OH[LFDQ F R Q VSinQevitratn iyt sadeIslhhth&mest
mirrors the labor of Mexican representatives duringatee1920s. They all tried to foster national
sentiment among migrant children while practicing diplomacy. Like in the late 1920s, local
$PHULFDQ RIILFLDOV WULHG WR FXUE WKH OH[LFDQ VWDWHYV

Conclusion

Migrants and Mxican officials shared a desire to teach migrant children Spanish and
OH[LFDQ KLVWRU\ DQG WR IRVWHU ZLWKLQ WKHP D ORYH IRU
sentiment that a range of actors worked to open and run schools for migrant ckiddrgEom a
top-down’ effort from Mexico City, the schools represent a site where transnational citizenship
and nation building coincided. Honorary commissions, migrant organization, and individual
migrants relied on financial support from the larger Maricommunity. Even Spanish language
newspapers aided in this effort. In Southern CalifolréaQ pinionprovided migrants and consuls
with an important venue to advertise the schools and to transmit their message. The Mexican state
ARRNN AR RN RN AR RRRRRRRTTTT TNy

76 Eduardo Hay to Mexican embas¥yashington, D.C.June 17, 193%xpediente I¥706-2, SRE.
77 Eduardo Hayd Mexican embassyWVashington, D.C. June 17, 1939, Expedient&d 062, SRE!
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provided limited, but important resources. The consuls encouraged migrants to start schools and
navigated the political context. But, perhaps, most importantly, they connected migrants and
migrant organizations to the SEP, which provided essential educational material andmid. Fr
1926 to 1930, the SEP placed two of its educators in Los Angeles and from 1924 to 1939 it mailed
countless books and magazines to schools located throughout the United States.

If the labor and investment of these transnational actors representsa fotizenship, it
also signals the limits of practicing Mexican citizenship in the United States. The state never
committed significant financiadupport to coveteachery V D btb leht ¥paces to house the
schools. The cost to finance these edocatl projects proved to be too much for workuigss
migrants. This was not the only obstacle. While Mexican children were segregated in public
schools, those born in the U.S. were granted U.S. citizenship. U.S. officials in both Texas and
California usedhe law to close down a number of schools. However, the absence 66 madi
Mexican state program to open and run these schools is likely the reason that Mexican schools
existed throughout the 1930s. Lastly, as the following chapter demonstratesaivietiools were
not the only transnational educational project that brought together migrant parentisond.S.

Mexicans, and the Mexican state.



Chapter Two

Migrant Letters, the State, and Scholarshipgor Children of Migrants, 1930-1945

83, KDYH WKH KRQRU WR GLUHFW WR \RX WKHVH VKRUW Sk
/[I]DUR &IUGHQDV LQ -XQH 3, DP ZULWLQJ ~ VKH FRQWLQX
Julesburg, Colorado, the eighteggarold student came from a very poor filambut through hard
work and sacrifice graduated from the local high school with high marks. She was a member of
various local clubs, participated in the activities of the Mexican community, and was studious and
popular. A recent graduate, she hoped ttera college and become an English or Spanish
SURIHVVRU 3DPRQJ W KIA obddl to ex@nBish RS eddcational goals, she wrote
and sought support from the president of Mexico.

As a child of Mexican migrants who came of age in the darlynid twentieth century,
&KDYHOD 'tD] IRUPHG SDUW RI WKH 30H[LFDQ $PHULFDQ JH¢
composed predominately of United States citizens, Chicano/a scholars have emphasized their
commitment to U.S. civil rights and first class citi2déiK LS 30H[LFDQ $PHULFDQV ~ FC
*DUFtD 3H[SHFWHG PRUH IURP $PHULFDQ OLIH WKDQ LPPLJUD
QR JRLQJ EDFN MRZIOWHILFR&EKDYHOD 'tD]TV 3VKRUW SKUDVHV™ V
against this national framek. Rather than an isolated case, her letter was part of a chorus of

transnational requests. From 1930 to 1945, honorary commissions, migrant organizations, consular

1 Chavela D’az to Ltzaro Cfrdenas, June 5, 1939, Expediente®34.Ramo Presidentes, Ltzaro Ctrdenas,

Archivo General de la Naci—n, MZxico, @Hrereafter, LC, AGN).

2 Mario T. Garc’aMexican Americans: Leadership, édlogy, and Identity, 1930960(Yale Press: 1991Yhere is

a smalland growingobody of literature that seeks to complicate the trajectory from Mexicvégi FD Q $PHULFDQ ~
See JosZ M. Alamillo}30D\LQJ $FURVV %RUGHUV 7UDQVQDWLRQDO 6SRUW DQG ,G
Mexico, 1930 " Pacific Historical Reviewyol. 79, No. 3 (2010). Thomas A. Guglielmo illustrates that even

securing civil rights legislation in the early 1940s toekQ D WUD Q V Q D W L RERdbting ®L Padc@sidanRQ 6HH 3
Rights: Mexicans, MexicaAmericans, and the Transnational Struggle forlC® 5LJKWYV LQ :RUOMKe :DU ,, 7H]
Journal of American Historyol. 92, No. 4(2006).



officials, American educators, migrant parents, and migrant children asked the Sedetar’a
Relaciones Exteriores (Secretary of Foreign Relations, hereafter SRE), Mexican universities and
institutions, and Mexican presidents toecas(scholarships). Writing from Arizona, Colorado,
California, Texas, Missouri, Kansas, Chicago, and Oklahoatapes narrated the sacrifices and
working-class origins of Mexican youth, their characters and values, and their nationalist sentiment

and desire to contribute to the Mexican nation. These carefully constructed letters echoed the post
UHY RO XW LR QiszalYseVan Bawidd fnobility through education and its goal to create
XQLYHUVLW\ VWXGHQWY ZKR ZRXOG FRQWULEXWH WR WKH QI

'"HVSLWH WKH OH[LFDQ FRQVXOVY HQWKXVLDVP DQG OHJ[L
requess for support were denied or unanswered. Collectively, however, their pleas pushed the
OH[LFDQ JRYHUQPHQW WR LQFRUSRUDWH OH[LFDQV ERUQ LQ V
system. In 1939, under the leadership of President Ctrdenas, thefmevdgd Instituto TZcnico
Industrial de Tijuana created twenty scholarships for Mexican students based in Southern
California. Five years later, during World War Il, the Escuela Nacional de Agricultura de
Chapingo, in Mexico City, offered an additionaldigcholarships.

The number of scholarships paled in comparison to schools and institutions established by
WKH OH[LFDQ JRYHUQPHQW WR EULQJ SHDVDQWV ,QGLDQV I
Twenty-five students, moreover, was a fractiortred number of pupils that attended the Mexican
language schools established in the United States by the Mexican state, migrants, and consuls from
1926 to 1939. However, the number of scholarships reflects the small pool of eligible students,
which was diretly contingent on the low high school graduation rates of Mexicans in the United
States. Indeed, when compared to the number of cejjemy students in the United States,

twenty-five scholarships was a substantial amount. Moreover, these scholarghggraficant



because they emerged primarily from the efforts of migrant parents and students. In the face of
U.S. discrimination, racism, and limited educational opportunities, migrant parents and their
children looked to Mexico to continue their schogliwith help from the Mexican consuls,
OH[LFDQV ERUQ LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV WUDYHOHG WR O}
revolutionary university system. Mexican migrants and @&n Mexicans made claims to
Mexican citizenship by visiting Mexican nsuls and, like peasants in Michoactn, veterans of the
Mexican revolution, and Chineddexican families repatriated to China, by penning letters to state
officials.3 This transnational history of migrant schooling contributes to our understanding of the
SOH[LFDQ $PHULFDQ JHQHUDWLRQ ~ WR W kdthtKreMtidhR bth& | VFKR
postrevolutionary period.
Writing to the Mexican State

In their letters, authors provided the state with a portrait of migrant life and narrated the
man\ REVWDFOHYV WKDW LPSDFW 4\WoK pbblUantiHvGrKikgilags Lidnid3,0 SLSH(
sending one or several children to school was a major commitment. Chavela D’az, whose story
opened this chapter, informed President Cirdenas that her family wapogerand that they
VDFULILFHG YHU\ PXFK WR 3JLYH PH WiKHs BtteYWtdvtlieHsaimé&s X F D W L

president, Juan Hidalgo, who was born in Leon Guanajuato in 1915 and migrated with his family

3 Marjorie Beckey Setting the \fgin on Fire: L{zaro Cfrdenas, Michoactn Peasants, and the Redemption of the
Mexican RevolutiofBerkeley, Los Angeles, London: University®@élifornia Press, 1995); Thomas Ratyths of
Demilitarization in Postrevolutionary Mexico, 192@60(Chapel Hil: The University of North Carolina Press,
2013);Julia Mar'a Camacho Schiavgréhinese Mexicans: Transpacific Migration and the Search for a Homeland,
19101960(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2012

4 Generally defined as the path and progress of students from kindergarten to college. Much of the literature focuses
on the contemporary period, noting the continued underrepresentation of Mexican students in secondary and higher
education. It is relevanbf this chapter because it helps us understand the challenges that faced Mexican students
who desired to attend afeddlHDU XQLYHUVLW\ )RU PRUH RQ WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI 3HGX
6ROYU]DQR DQG 5RQDOG : 6RO ytion&) ExBeriérick: A Ratew®kJdR Effeckvie Bchools in
&KLFDQR &R PRiXcQtibwdLPdIyVol. 9, 3. (1995).

5 Chavela D’az to Lfzaro Ctrdenas, June 5, 1939, Expediente%®¥.1LC, AGN.
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to the United States in 1922, wrote that heveP HPEHU RI D 3SRRU IDPLO\ ~ +H FU
LQVSLUDWLRQ DV WKH VRXUFH RI KLV DFDGHPLF VXFFHVV
For a few families, the illness or death of the head of household disrupted their already
precarious economic situation and altered the division afrldh 1940, Vicente Garc’'a L—pez,
from Santa Paula, California, wrote to the Los Angeles Consul Rodolfo Salazar in hopes of
VHFEXULQJ IRU KLPVHOI DQG KLV EURWKHU D VFKRODUVKLS IU
Vicente and his younger brothése informed the consul, were forced to drop out of school when
their father became il.His brother managed to complete some secondary education and he
attended one year of high school. Antonio Padilla, born in Uruapan, Michoactn, provides another
exampe. In 1924, fourteegearold Antonio migrated to the United States with his family. He
stayed in school and even enrolled in Curtis Wright Aeronautical University in Chicago, lllinois.
S$QWRQLRTYYVY HGXFDWLRQDO WUDMHFW RUi$ fatbey, wb@doppbred L Q MHF
the family and his studies. Like many Americans and Mexicans during the 1930s, this young
Mexican student was unable to secure employment. The university responded by suspending his
studiess Carlos L—pez was also affected ey dieath of his father. In 1919, the L—pez family
migrated to the United States and settled in Okmulgee, Oklahoma. Just two years after their long
journey north, Marcos, the father of the family, died and left the mother in charge of raising a
young eightyear ROG &DUORV )J)URP WKH WLPH RI ODUFRYV GHDWK

GLOLJHQWO\ DQG VXIIHUHG 3PDQ\ W\SHV RI KDUGVKLSV™ WR N

LU L |

s Juan Hidalgo to Lfzaro Ctrdenas, November 17, 1935, Eeqpeds34.4354, LC, AGN.

7 Rodolfo Salazar to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, May 27, 1940. Expedi2B85{19, Acervo Hist—rico
Diplomittico de Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, MZxico(Befeafter, SRE).

8 Antonio Padilla to Secretario dalicaci—n Paeblica, No date, Expedier6& 06, SRE.

9 Consul H. ValdZs to Secretarie Relaciones Exteriores)y)6, 1931, Expediente N$70-9, SRE.
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Poverty, personal hardship, and institutional racism combined to push Mexican students
out of the ducational system and resulted in low high school graduation rates and
underrepresentation on college campudeaqu’n Gallardo, for example, attended San Bernardino
High School and became a member of the California Scholarship Federation after making the
California Scholarship List for four semesters. Gallardo, according to the San Bernardino
newspapeiThe Sun ZzZDV WKH 23ILUVW OH[LFDQ ER\ WR DFKLHYH WKLV
accomplishment, according to the article, because so few Mexicanseattdedhigh schoah A
letter from Frank Dooley, Chairman of the Welfare Board at the University of California, Los
Angeles, to President Cirdenas attests to the lack of representation of Mexicans from-working
class backgrounds on campuses across Souflaifornia. Writing on behalf of Alberto Sinchez
in 1936, Dooley stated that children from his background rarely attended secondary school and, to
KLY NQRZOHGJH WKH \RXQJ 8&/% VWXGHQW 3ZDV WKH RQO\ RI
in Southen Californiai1 'RROH\fV DQHFGRWDO LPSUHVVLRQ ZDV IDLUO\ |
30H[LFDQ $PHULFDQV  PDGH XS OH \ybiny stdl€ntsk @hith SvesUnelH QW R |
below their percentage of the total population.

The underrepresentatiasf Mexicans on high school and college campuses made for a
particularly isolating experience. This was more than apparent to the aforementioned UCLA

DGPLQLVWUDWRU 3+H KDV VWUXJJOHG LQ FLUFXPVWDQFHYV Z

NI A AR RRRAT T py|

10 Clipping foundin ExpedientdV-670-14, SRE.

11 Frank Dooley, Chairman of the Welfare Board, University of California at Los Angeles, to Ltzaro Ctrdenas, May
14, 1936, Expediente 5342111, LC, AGN.

12 San Miguel Jr. and Valencig) URP WKH 7UHDW\ R *XDhi€ ME06Hd) onle@DaiiohRexas,
Herschel Thurman Manu&und that Mexican students made up .49 perceall cbllegestudentsn the state

Richard R. Valencia? 7KH 30LJKW R & KANRIyepMRwWeaNSKIdolia\W dnditions and Outconies

Chicano School Failure and Seess: Past, Present, and Futueel. Valencia, R. Richard. Third edition. (New York

and London: Routledge, 201 Focusing on the relationship between the University of Arizona and the University

RI 6RQRUD *HUDOGR &DGDYD DUJXHWVDVMKXOW YW L FH 3 BWHH[G ADQ VAP XIG\ DEU
1960s and 1970s. See Cada&dmnding on Common Ground: TRkaking of a Sunbelt Borderlar@ambridge,
Massa&husetts and London, England: Harvard University Press, 2013).
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hisraceto @ FRXUDJH RU VLPSO\ VHUYH DV D FRPSDQLRQ LQ KLV O
While Mar’a Bustos Jefferson, a daughter of Mexican migrants who settled in Ventura, reflected
positively on her education at Occidental College during the early 1988secalled being told
E\ KHU IULHQG WR 3VD\ VKH ZDV 6SDQLVK ~ \3BQ padsihgdsZR X O G
6SDQLVK KHU IULHQGYTV VXJJHVWLRQ LPSOLHG VKH FRXOG P
university. The young Occidentsiudent continued identifying as Mexican.
OH[LFRYV &KDQJLQJ 8QLYHUVLW\ 6\VWHP

$IWHU WKH UHYROXWLRQ OH[LFRYY HGXFDWLRQDO LQVWL
OH[LFDQ RIILFLDOV DQG HGXFDWRUYV HQYLVLRGr abtstsd FRXQ\
LQ WKH &obiaVv arid @doviomic transformation. They tasked Mexican universities with
equipping students with the professional expertise needed to advance the economic development
of the Mexican nation. For Mexican officials and thélpz) the university particularly technical
school? provided workingclass students with a vehicle for social mobility. During this period,
the state founded universities across the nation and increased its budget for higher education.
Moreover, governmedrand educational agencies standardized their curriculums.

While most workingclass students did not attend the Universidad Nacional Aut—noma de
MZxico(UNAM), by 1929 it served as the model for the entire university systérocording to
historian MichaedD % XUNH XQGHU -RVp 9DVFRQFHORVY OHDGHUVKLS
provide cultural services, to offer leadership in the creation of a truly Mexican culture; and to instill

future leaders with a social conscience as well as professional éxperiihe school of Medicine

13 Mar'a Bustos Jefferson, Interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 11, 1971, Mexican American
Community History Project. The Center foraland Public tiktory, California State University, Fullerton,

Fullerton, California.

14 David E. Lorey,TheUniversity System and Economie&lopment in Mexico Since 19&%alifornia: Stanford

University Press, 1993).

sBl0LFKDHO %XUNH 37KH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI-0H][[ARNIi2aGE NMXEOF)HIBB.OXWLRQ
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and the school of Engineering and Chemical Science provide two key examples of the new
emphasis on the social sciences, social and economic problems, andmaxgperiences As
part of their course work medical students jted residents of workinglass neighborhoods with
free medical services. The school of Engineering and Chemical Science awarded students credit
for working in factories or government construction project® short, the model university
student was expésd to adopt a clagonsciousness and use newly gained knowledge and
HI[SHUWLVH WR FRQWULEXWH WR WKH QDWLRQTVY GHYHORSPH
This was by no means a smooth process. Throughout the 1930s, faculty and students
GHEDWHG 8130V UHODW LR QQOKDLLEOA LWWKKH WKKQH. Y AMUDVWAL MW \ B\D U @Y W
DXWRQRP\ $W WKH KHDUW RI WKH PDWWHU DFFRUGLQJ WR O
IRU WKHPVHOYHV KRZ Esth\atditidhRo ¥élduestibnlofiddaéemic freedom, there
was a dis@pancy between the training and employing Mexican professionals. This is perhaps best
illustrated by the employment of foreign engineers on large irrigation projects in the earlyd920s.
However, the number of universities and careers did expand. Comfgaingmber of graduates
from 1901 to 1927 and 1928 to 1940, David Lorey found that three times as many students obtained
a university degree.
Technical schools were part of this transformation within the university system and are
particularly pertinento this chapter. Before 1910, a few technical schools existed, but technical

education was not tied to national industries or the econonmythe 1920s, and especially the

NI A RRRAT I py|

16 %XUNH 37KH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI OH[LFR ~

17 lbid.

18 |bid, 273.

19!Rebeca de Gortari Rabiela({ GXFDFLyYyQ \ FRQFLHQFLD QDFLRQDO /RV LQJHQLHURYV G
Mexicana " Revista Mexicana de Sociolog/ml. 49, no.3.(Jul-Sep., 1987).

20 Francisco Larroyoilistoria Comparada de la Educaci—n en MZ&ptima Edici—n Aumentada. MZxico, D.F.

Editorial Porrcea, S.A., 1964); Max Calvillo Velasco and Lourdes Roc’o Ram’rez P&at&rga a—os de historia

del Instituto PolitZcnico Naciongh tomos (MZxicotnstituto PolitZcnico Nacional/Direcci—n de Publicaciones,

20086.



V SURIHVVLRQDO FDUHHUV EHFDPH OLQ N HaGMmoBiRy WrK H FRX Q
working-class students, and to a vision of students as productive citizens. The formation of
,QVWLWXWR 3ROLWpPFQLFR 1IDFLRQDO ,31 LQ PDUNHG DQ
SHVFXHODV WHFQLFDV"™ WhHiFRditiomr &h@wurked B R@dgexizg @thhical
education. While there were numerous changes to the curriculum in the 1930s and 1940s, the IPN
RITHUHG D UDQJH RI HGXFDWLRQDO OHYHOV WKDW LQFOXGHC
SBUHYIRRF-OIWO® FRQVLVWHG RI WZR \HDUV RI JHQHUDO VWXGLHYV
ZLWK D JHQHUDO XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI PDMRU FRQFHSWYV DQG
students selected and prepared for their chosen profession. Thosalébaheir first or second
\HDU FRXOG DVSLUH WR EHFRPH DQ 3SREUHUR FDOLILFDGR "~ |
WKDW SDVVHG FRQWLQXHG RQWR 3V XSHUWLIR&hortDi€zidaR P S O H W
education provided students withODWHUDO H[LWV~ WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ W
finishing a degreez This was an advantageous educational structure for wedkasg students
DQG UHIOHFWHG WKH LQVWLWXWLRQYTV JRDO RI HGXFDWLQJ
Using data from the 1938 student body, Max Calvillo Velasco y Lourdes Roc’o Ram’rez Palacios
found that around twerty LYH SHUFHQW RI VWXGHQWVY IDWKHUV RU KH
peasants, or artisans, a quarter were government employees, aggpedxkihirteen percent were
PHUFKDQWY RU IDUPHUVY DQG DQRWKHU WHQ SHUFHQW 3GLG ¢
E\ ZRUMLQJ ~

7KH ,319V HIIRUWYV W-Rad$ BtEddmsHhirra &dUtNregipdal ambitions. One

of its goals, proclaimedV KH 6 (3V DQQXDO \HDUERRN ZDV WR 3DVVXUH \

SRR NN RN RN RN RN RN RNRRRAT TR R]

21 Max Calvillo Velasco and Ram’rez Palaci&&tenta a—os de historia.

22 Lorey, The University System

23 Lorey, The University Systen€alvillo Velasco and Ram’rez Palaci®@etenta a—os dastoria.
24 Max Calvillo Velasco and Ram’rez Palaci@&tenta a—os de historia.



ZKR DVSLUHG WR FRPSOHWH D WHFKQLFD® 7AKIHU H3HY VL @ | DRROW
reached the U.SMexico border. The founding of the Instituto TZcnico Industrial daafi in
DFFRUGLQJ WR OD[ &DOYLOOR 9HODVFR 3KDG GHHS V\PE

WKH FROOHFW&YH LPDJLQDU\ -
Migrants, US-ERUQ &KLOGUHQ DQG OH[LFRYV 8QLYHUVLW!

OH[LFRYYVY HGXFDWLRQDO V\VWHP EHQHILWHG IURP WKH W
American and Mexican intellectuals and academics. For Mexicans, the ideas and theories of John
Dewey were particularly important. American educators and intellectualtheonther hand,
YLHZHG OH[LFRYY DSSURDFK WR LWV FXOWXieDi®sdv®the HWKQL
United State3UD FH S UMAMEXcBinPmigrant families provide an additional and unexplored
transnational dimension to the Mexican historgadication and Mexican natistate formations
It was during the expansion of the university system, the espousing of a new discourse and
ODQJXDJH DERXW WKH XQLYHUVLW\ DQG LWV VWXGHQWYV DC
higher education, théviexicans in the United States requested help from the Mexican state and its
representatives. Through the act of writing, Mexicans abroad defined children of migrants born in

WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYV DV OH[LFDQ FLWL]HQ WeaRlbadditlorRI WKH

25Quoted in Max Calvillo Velasc? (O ,QVWLWXWRVAFBQDPRG,K $J XD RIDRYHQWGE HHOO,R) YW LW
PolitZcnico Nacional Conferencia presentada en el Centrdediidios de Bachillerato 4/1 MaestvioisZs Stenz

Garza, el 21 de Qubre de 2009, con motivo del 25 aniversario del plbteessed April 13, 2015, Instituto

PolitZcnico Nacional, la tZcnia al servicio de la patria, repositorio digital institucional,
http://www.repositoriodigital.ipn.mx/handle/123456789/5480

26 |bid, 4.

27Ruben Flores% DFNURDGY 3UDJPDWLVWYV OH [ LghR fitheOUWhBew3liapdPh8RISHh2Q G &LYLO
University of Pennsylvania Presx)14).

28,9 D UHFHQW HVVD\ (XJHQLD 5ROGIiQ 9HUD XUJHG VFKRODUV WR H[SORU
HGXFDWLRQDO V\VWHP 6HH 33DUD pGHVQDFLRQDOL]DUY OD KLVWRULD GF
mundial de la escuela lancasteriadd@ HO SULPHU W H URelifa Gléxioanaldd BiRorja de la

Educaci—¥Wol. 1, ncem 2, (2013).
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WR QDUUDWLQJ VWXGHQWVY SHUVRQDO FKDOOHQJHV OHW
character, affirmed their affinity towards Mexico, and promised to contribute to the nation.

%\ DVVRFLDWLQJ VWXGHQW Vry deKdveniemsyatithord coiinectddK H L U
the personal with the academic. In a letter to the SRE, Luis P. Castro, the consul at Phoenix,
$ULIRQD GHVFULEHG -RVp / ,EDUUD DV D 2KDUG ZRUNLQJ D(
DQG G LOWidth@td/the Los Angeles consul in 1942, Ram—n R. Lim—n of the Pasadena
KRQRUDU\ FRPPLVVLRQ GHVFULEHG 'DYLG -HQDUR 7URQFRVR
YHU\ JRR GaolmdigRtgeByearold Chavela D’az informed Presidency Cfrdenas that she
ZDV 3 VWX®IURX3YHU\ SRSXODU Z LWiKst2@QatibvhsSoHWexRanFAiRS OH -~
were no more than a few sentences. The letters concerning Joaqu’'n Gallardo, the San Bernardino
High School graduate mentioned earlier, and Alberto S¥nchez, an undergeddu@leA, were
much more descriptive. The consul forwarded a clipping from the local English language
QHZVSDSHU ZKLFK ERDVWHG RI WKH VWXGHQWY{YV DFFRP:
recommendation from the school principle George R. Momyer, the Amertmnyhieacher Nelle
B. Ratcliffe, Thomas Cooper, and B.O. Baer and Clara Keeler, who taught mathematics and
(QJOLVK UHVSHFWLYHO\ 3+H LV VLQFHUH DQG HDUQHVW ZL\
FRXUWHRXV LQ PDQQHU ~ ZUHRMNHKHHHIGRK®D G7 WH H IOWHWLRAD\QW W
JHQWOHPDQ DQG D JRRG FLWL]HQ ~ ZKLOH &RRSHU GHVFULE
Z D \32"Frank Dooley, Chairman of the Welfare Board at the University of California, Los

Angeles, provided President Ctrdsnwith a lengthy profile of Alberto Stnch®zThe young

29 Consul Luis P. Castro to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, June 30, 1931, Expedi@ft@0VSRE.

30 Consul Rodolfo Salazar to Secretario de Belaes Exteriores, June 15, 1942, Expedient238519, SRE.

31 Chavela D'az to Ltzaro Ctrdenas, June 5, 1939, Expediente®®4.1C, AGN.

32 Clipping and letters of recommendation were included in correspondence from Fernando Alatorre, Mexican
Consulat San Bernardino, to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, Expedie®ii€- I, SRE.

33 Frank Dooley, Chairman of the Welfare Board, University of California at Los Angeles, to Ltzaro Ctrdenas, May
14, 1936, Expediente 5342111, LC, AGN.



8&/% VWXGHQW ZDV 3TXLHW”  DQG 3VK\ =~ EXW IRXJKW ZHOO LQ
DQG WKH UHVSHFW RI HYHU\RQH ZKR NQHZ KLP OU 'RROH\ Z
work ethic anduture aspirations. He noted that S¥nchez worked while he was in high school and
FRQWLQXHG WR KROG D MRE 6iQFKH]TV 3PLVVLRQ LQ OLIH ~
good.

5HIDUGOHVYVY RI VWXGHQWYVY SODFHV &etokdatyWtKoolWiKH\ DO
the United States. Aware that officials in Mexico might perceive Mexican students as Americans,
OHWWHU ZULWHUV LGHQWLILHG WKHVH VWXGHQWYV ZLWK 30H]
When expressing his desire to become alraeical engineer, Joaqu’'n Gallardo referred to Mexico
DV 3SPL SDWDQD+LGDOJR ZDV 3UDLVHG RXWVLGH KLV SDWULD" |
OLWWOH 6SDQLVK "~ EXW DVVXUHG WKH OH[LFDQ SUHVLGHQW
contiQXHG 3D VXEOLPH LQVSLUDWLRQ WKDW KDV WDNHQ FRQW
JLYHQ PH HQRXJK VWUHQJWK WR R&erSaaH avMdldaqus Fodlehgirdd Q VW
to the Mexican nation was based on sentiment instead of resideeegrolanguage proficiency.
In numerous letters, students born in the U.S. affirmed their Mexican identity and connection to
Mexico. Luis P. Castro, the Mexican consul at Phoenix, captured their transnational formulation
Rl FLWL]JHQVKLS 3 (YHERWEBRXQIN KH ZOLWHG 6 WDWHYV ~ ZURWH
JUHDW DQG VLQFHUH ZDUPWK IRU OH[LFR ZKHUH KLV SDUHQ
OH[LFDQ RIILFLDO ZDV 3$ OH[LF D Qs FhisWarkHaforalRayrulatiq, $UL]R G
espaised by a representative of the Mexican state, is particularly significant. Focusing on migrants

DQG 0H[LFDQ $PHULFDQV Ali6i®SohQidcCadazhy Ddue Ehat Glexicans in

34lhave WUDQVODWHG QUL B O BEhR/APAHER ehgineer. Juan Hidalgo to Lfzaro Ctrdenas,
November 17, 1935, Expediente 53834, LC, AGN.

35 Juan Hidalgo to L¥zaro Cirdenas, November 17, 1935, Expediente3s34.1C, AGN.

36 Consul Luis P. Cast to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, June 30, 1931, Expedietité-I\N), SRE.
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the United States expressed a sense of belonging that challengédl ®otimd Mexican notions

of citizenshipsz 7TKH FRQVXOfV SKUDVH ZDV QRW MXVW D UHIOHFWI
PLJUDQW FKLO GigHsQeW.S. RindLMexi¢aQ state. Neither the United States nor

Mexico granted dual citizenship, yet thevere granted U.S. citizenship through birthright. In

addition, the Mexican constitution granted citizenship to the children of Mexican nationals. Here,

the consul acknowledged both, while emphasizing the young Mexicans connection to Mexico.

In their ldters, migrant parents emphasized their previous contributions to the Mexican
nation as well as the ostensible future labor of their children. Like veterans of the Mexican
revolution based in Mexico, Gustavo L. Schroeder and Francisco Gamboa triedneiuaeed
participation in the revolution to gain material benefits. During the 1920s, state policy excluded
Zapatistas, Villistas, and Felicistas from military pensions. By 1939, the Mexican state adopted a
more inclusive definition of revolutionary ve#anss Both veterans approached the state during
this new opening.

In 1940, Gustavo L. Schroeder inquired with the Mexican consul at Eagle Pass, Francisco
3ROLQ 7DSLD DERXW REWDLQLQJ D VFKRODUVKLS IRU KLV V
VerDFUX]" 1DYDO &RO®OHFVO LINIYOHUBDFWR]|WKH GHVLUHV RI WKH
WKH FRQVXO ZURWH WR 65( (EHFDXVH LW ZDV LQn&aliéhaDUGV W
DUP\ XQWLO KROGLQJ WKH U®IlgsNewlutierarg Wwedéenfals, M@ D G G L\

6FKURHGHU KDG FRRSHUDWHG ZLWK WKH FRQVXO LQ YDULR

37 Alicia Schmidt Camachdyligrant Imaginaries: Latino Cultural Politicin the U.S:Mexico BorderlandgNew

York: NYU Press, 2008)Ram—n Salehr, Borderlands of CultureAmZrico Paredes and the Transnational

Imaginary(Durham and Londn: Duke University Press, 2006). Lisa Lowe make a similar claim for Asian

Americans. She argues that Asian American cultural practiégeB UNV DOWHUQDWLYHYVY WR WKH QDWL|
occupyirg other spaces, imagining different narraeD QG FU LWL F D O likroigrsviRAots: R B8 KLHYV -~
American Cultural Politic§Durham and London: Duke University Press, 1996).

38 Rath,Myths of Demilitarization.

39 Francisco Polin Tapia to SecretarioRlelaciones Exteriores, July 29, 1940, Expedient&38519, SRE.

! H#



WKURXJK KLV KHDOWXAWHDMGLROQBDYNVWLQJ RQH RI OH[LFRYV FF
Gamboa wrote directly to PLGHQW ODQXHO $YLOD &DPDFKR 3, IRXJK
REWDLQLQJ WKH UDQN RI VHFRQG FDSWDLQ XQGHU WKH RU
boasted. Gamboa acknowledged his residency in the United States, but assured the Mexican
presidentthat H ZDQWHG KLV VRQ WR NQRZ 3KLVWRU\ sDiigg8adH Y HU\W |
of financial support, the veteran of the Mexican revolution wanted a letter of recommendation to
IDFLOLWDWH KLV VRQYY HQWA&DQFH WR D VFKRRO LQ ORQWHU
Writing as both as mother and a former educator, Luz M de Esparza of Santa Barbara,
California, used education to link her past to the future of both her children and the Mexican nation.
3<RX " VKH ZURWH WR 3UHVLGHQW &iUGHQDV Li@ren.TheYORYH W |
DUH GHSHQGLQJ RQ KRZ \RX HGXFDWH WKHP WKH EULJKW X}
and becoming a mother, she worked with her relatives as an assistant in an elementary school.
Because authorities neglected the school, the §i#fOLHG RQ SDUHQWVY FRQWULEX
income: a common experience for many educators during the Mexican revolution. Her labor, she
ZURWH WR 3UHVLGHQW &iUGHQDV ZDV VXVWDLQHG E\ D VH
however, was not engh. By 1939, she resided in the United States and was a mother of seven
U.S. citizens. Their future, very much like that of her previous students and youth of Mexico, was
IUDPHG ZLWKLQ WKH OH[LFDQ QDWLRQ 5HIHUULWQIgwR WKHP

WKHP WR KHU 3B ORYHG QDWLRQ °

40 The exact position waspitfn 1rowhich | have translated to captain. Francisco Polin Tapia to Secretario de
Relaciones Exteriores, July 29, 1940, Expedient238519, SRE.

41 Francisco Gamboa to Manuel Avila Camacho, August 5, 1945, Expedientel5s®4.,1Ramo Presidentes,
Manuel Avila CamachdArchivo General de la Naci—n, MZxico, D.F. (Hereafter, MAC, AGN)

42 Francisco Gamboa to Manuel Avila Camacho, August 5, 1945, Expe8i@hte1564, MAC, AGN.

43Luz M de Esparzéo Lazaro Ctrdenagugust 15, 193%xpediente 534:1003, LC, AGN.
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OH[LFDQV DEURDG DOLJQHG VWXGHQWVY IXWXUHV ZLWK V
WKH VWDWHIV RZQ YLVLRQ IRU XQLYHUVLW\ VWXGHQWYV 7KH
for example, helpeduan Hidalgo through his studiesThe L—pez brothers, who aspired to study
medicine, Antonio Padilla from Chicago, and Alicia Ascenfolm Los Angeles, wanted to be
SXVHIXO FLWL]H @GinmanywwRaees, eievwwdierD défined the mamerich they
ZRXOG EH 3XVHIXO ~ )RU HIDPSOH DIWHU FRPSOHWLQJ KLV VYV
KLV VHUYLFHV MWIRth& MékicenDgewerRrgent aided Carlos L—pez in becoming a
veterinarian, he would give his labor to the Mexicanaratt The numerous promises from parents
and students assured the SRE, the SEP, and other officials, that their investment in Mexicans in
the United States would benefit their nation.

'"HVSLWH VWXGHQWVY SHUVRQDO DFKLHYH désiigpWo/ W KH L
contribute to the future of the Mexican nation, they received unfavorable responses. While some
waited for an answer that never arrived, others received a shorssephKH 3UHVLGHQW RI
5HSXEOLF ~ -XDQ +LGDOJR ZDVHLQURDEBE WEDPFPG\QAMNE QRXW EU
numerous correspondences from state representatives indicate that there were two major obstacles.
First, there was no clear procedure established to award scholarships to Mexicans in the United
States. The case of 88nte Garc’a L—pez provides a good example. In May of 1940 he wrote to
Rodolfo Salazar, the Mexican consul in Los Angeles. Salazar forwarded this request to the SRE,

who then wrote to the President of UNAM in Mexico, Dr. Gustavo Baz, and to the Sealetar’a
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44 Juan Hidalgo to Lazaro Ctrdenas, November 17, 1935, Expediente3534 .1C, AGN

45 Rodolfo Salazar to Secretario de Relaciones Exteribtayg,27, 1940, Expediente 838519 and Antonio
Padilla to Secretario de Educaci—n Pceblica. No date. Expedi6A@ANVSRE; F.B. Ascensolo to Manuel Avila
Camacho, January 1, 1941, Expediente 5321, LC, AGN.

46 Rodolfo Salazar to Secretario de Retmas Exteriores, June 15, 1942, Expedient238519, SRE.

47 Consul H. ValdZs t8ecretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, Byl$931. Expediente P370-9, SRE.

48 Paz. . Vda Palacios to Manuel Avila Camacho, January 25 1941. Expedientel08,2MAC, AGN

49 JosZ Herntndez Delgado to Juan Hidalgo. December 7, 1935. Expediert83834.C, AGN.
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la Defensa Nacional (Secretary of National Defense, hereafter SEDENA). The President notified
the SRE that he was not in charge of those scholarships. A bureaucrat at the SEDENA clarified
that the Colegio Militar (Military College) and the Escuela Madidilitar (Medical Military
College) were two distinct institutions. This point, however, was insignificant since the Escuela
OpGLFR OLOLWDU VWDUWHG RQ -DQXDU\ DQG LWTARXOG QR
second, and much larger problemswiae lack of financial resources. Writing for the SEP in 1931,
Salvador L—pez de Ortigosa lamented that the department found itself unable to allocate any funds
for this purpose: Nine years later, the ComitZ de la Revoluci—n Mexicana (Committee of the
Mexican Revolution) wrote on behalf of one of its members. A government official provided this
PLIJUDQWY RUJDQL]DW LsRWhilg thevrgasénsHdr QddyihgQed|degts varied, there
was little variation in the outcome: the state did not fulfill axdividual requests.

KLOH LQGLYLGXDO UHTXHVWYVY ZHUH GHQLHG OH[LFDQV
government officials helped create a portrait of migrant desires and needs, which became the basis
for institutional change. Not surprisingly etfMexican consuls in San Francisco and Los Angeles
emerged as both intermediaries and champions of educational rights for Mexicans born in the
United States. It was through their efforts that the Mexican state finally created educational
opportunities forFKLOGUHQ RI PLJUDQWYV 7KH FRQVXOfV UROH UHSU
limits of migrant agency and transnational citizenship.

In February 1939, the Consul General of Mexico in San Francisco HZctor M. Escalona
wrote and asked the SRE to ma& special project before President Ctrdenas. Escalona wanted

Ctrdenas to establish scholarships for young adults at the various military colleges. According to

50 Lorenzo Mu—oz Merino to Secretario de Estado y del despacho de Relaciones Exteriors, June 20, 1940,
Expediente 14238519, SRE

51 Salvador L—pez de Ortigos&txretaria de Relaciones Exterigriglay 26, 1931, Expediente 1§70-14, SRE.
s2 Arnulfo PZrez to Carlos Garc’a, July 9, 1940, Expediente 58411LC, AGN.
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the Mexican consul general at San Francisco, this would benefit the individuals selecteel and t

SXEOLFLW\ ZRXOG VHUYH WR FRQQHFW WKH 20H[LFDQ FRORQL

DQG WKXV 3NHHS DOLYH >WKH®@ ORYH IR QDWLRQ DQG LQWF
Military colleges were a logical home for workiagass Mexicans from thgnited States.

Military educational institutions expanded in the 1920s and 1930s, they sought to create social

mobility for working-class families, and they were connected to the state. Founded in 1869, the

Colegio Militar gained a prominent place withire military after the Mexican revolution. As with

other educational institutions, the military experienced a proliferation of schools and an effort to

standardize curriculum and teaching. In 1917, the Escuela Constitucionalista MZdico Militar was

founded followed by the Escuela Militar de Transmisiones in 1925. In the early 1930s, the Escuela

Superior de Guerra was created to prepare junior officers for staff and command positions, while

the Direcci—n General de Educaci—n Militar was charged with ctiogdatizhe teachings For

the decade of Mexicans born in the first decade of the twentieth century both attending and

teaching at military colleges became a central component of their military eafdéwer Cfrdenas

administration contributed to thistteG DQG PRVW LPSRUWDQWO\ VRXJKW W|

of revolutionary citizenship on the military, one based on class identity and revolutionary

HQJDIJHBBRWGLHUVY VROLG D Udaags\wasLvark mMAEK biasgdRadn kheiQawn

place within LW 7KURXJK WKH 3'D\ RI WKH 6ROGLHU" FHOHEUDWL

UHVSHFWDELOLW\ DQG GLJQLW\ LQ KRSHV RI FKDQJLQJ WKH

s3HZctor M. Escalona to Secretario Relaciones Exteriores, February 15, 1939, Exped88819 and
Expediente IV670-14, SRE.

54 Larroyo, Historia Comparada

s5 Roderic A. CampOH[LFRTY OLOLWDU\ RQ YWedtpdry Eddikr LPDaderiSeeWdty lhtérnational,
2005).

56 Rath,Myths of Demilitarization34.



creating schools for children of soldiers, Cardenas hoped to provide avenues of upward mobility
for working-class children.
While the Cardenas administration did not create scholarships for U.S.-born Mexicans at
military colleges, it selected an institution that also targeted working-class students and was tied
to national development and nationalist sentiment: the Instituto Técnico Industrial de Tijuana.
Founded in 1937, this new technical institute was a product of Cardenas expropriation as well the
growth and development of a system of technical education across Mexico. The Cérdenas
government, according to Allan Knight, was a top-GRZQ 3JHQXLQHO\ UDGLFDO PR
required popular support to accomplish a range of unprecedented initiatives that included agrarian
reform, expropriation of lands and foreign businesses, and the nationalization of the oil industry.s7
Among the private enterprises seized for the Mexican nation was the Agua Caliente Casino and
Spa in Tijuana, the location of the new technical institution and future home of twenty Mexicans
from Southern California.
7R XQGHUVWDQG WKH V\PEROLF LPSRUWDQFH RI 3UHVLG
trace the history of this casino. Founded in the late 1920s, Agua Caliente was part of an emerging
SERUGHU WRXULVP LQGXVWU\" WKDW Zhhrike &théaukXdblleRI SUR[L
D QG S U R Ksllustlok\tHe Btk@r Side of San Diego, it housed a casino, racetrack, and hotel-spa

and attracted mobsters, Hollywood and sports celebrities, diplomats, royalty, and, of course, the

57$00DQ .QLIJKW 3&DUGHQLV P Bourn¥l i tatih@QuDetivén Biudia®IQ®R 5(1999). The

Mexican historian Fernando Saul Alanis Enciso DUJXHV WKDW GHVSLWH 3UHVLGHQW &iUGHQDV
policies towards Mexican repatriates were minimal and based on practices developed in the early twentieth century.

Cardenas did not make repatriation a priority or include returning Mexicans in agrarian reform. Fernando Satl

Alanis Enciso, Que se Queden Allf: El gobierno de MZxico y la repatriatide mexicanos en Estados Unidos
(19341940)(Tijuana: El Colegio de la Frontera Norte/El Colegio de San Luis, 2007).

ss (ULF 0 6FKDQW] 3% HKLQG WKH 1RLU %RUGHU 7RXULVP OWIKRHIQLPHWDFN
Border Zone, 1938-65, " in Holliday in Mexico.eds., Dina Berger and Andrew Grant Wood, (Duke University Press,

2009).



popular classes. Its mosedicated historian, Paul J. Vanderwoodmparedhis Tijuana gem to
both the Monte Carlo and the Deauville in Frasce.

Trouble loomed for gambling, however, and for Agua Caliente in particular, from the
RXWVHW Rl &IUGHQDVY SUHYV L6k th€) ihdsseKdf Oite, BugersiitidhHa@d W R
FRUUXSWLRQ KLV HIIRUW DW :PRUDO UHJHQHUDWLRQ  LQ 7LI
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ 7LMXDQDTV JDPLQJ LQGXVWU\ ZDV D PDMR
and Abelardo L5RGUtJXH] &iUGH Q D \of WEtRrOdng/ ménbh @f bid viduguyal
DGGUHVYVY KH RUGHUHG DOO WKH FRXQWU\YVY FDVLQRV H[FHS
months later, on July 20, 1935, Agua Caliente was forced to shut itsedddbesprocess was slow
and it was not until December 18, 1937, that all, except the racetrack, was expropriated in the name
of the Instituto TZcnico Industrial de Tijuana. The local writer Conrado Acevedo Cirdenas
described the effort to turn this house of d@ing into a university. It is worth quoting him at

length:

The elegant building of the luxurious hotel was transformed into general
dorms for the students, the spacious garage of the casino into tinware,
carpentry, mechanical and electrical fitting wa®ms; the luxurious
gambling hall was designated as a student recreation center; the comfortable
bungalows, which were constructed to serve the administrative council were
made into temporary accommodations for professors; the incomparable
baths, as well athe refectory and the modern laundry room continued
fulfilling their functions; the old fields of the greyhound race track were
transformed into athletic fields and there was only the need to construct a
dozen modern classrooms to make the improbaldeaibieautiful realitg2

so Paul J. Vandrwood, 6DWDQ TV 30DV\JURXQG OREVWHUY DQG ORYLH 6WDUV DW $PH
(Durham and London: Duke University Press, 2010)

s0Schanf 3% HKLQG WKH 1RLU %RUGHU

61 Vanderwood,6 DWDQTV 3.0DV\JURXQG

e2lConrado Acevedo Cirdend3juana, ensayo monogrdfico (MZxico: Stylo, 1955)Quoted in Max Calvillo

Velasco,3 (O ,QVWLWXWRVMIBQDPRGH) $IJXD &DOLHQWH °
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As part of Cardenas’ expropriation and SEP’s efforts to unify and expand the nation’s
technical schools, the new institute in Tijuana reflected nationalist sentiment and national policy.
It opened in October 1939 and welcomed a class of about eight hundred students.s3 Just one month
after its official opening, the new educational institute reached across the U.S.-Mexico border to
provide educational opportunities for children of migrants based in Southern California. The words
“Scholarships for Mexicans Residing in the United States” ran across page two of La Opinion’s
December 4™ issue.s4+ Quoting the entirety of a government bulletin, the Spanish language paper
announced that the “revolutionary administration” converted the Casino de Agua Caliente in
Tijuana into the Instituto Técnico Industrial and that the SEP offered twenty scholarships for
Mexicans residing within the jurisdiction of the Los Angeles consul, which included much of
Southern California. Eleven slots were allocated for youth who resided in Los Angeles County,
the remaining nine were divided equally between Mexican students in Ventura, Orange, and Santa
Barbara County.

The state provided migrant parents and Mexican students interested in these scholarships
with a clear set of requirements and due date and thus removed the bureaucratic maze experienced
by individual solicitations. As with the founding of schools, the consul used the popular and
accessible newspaper La Opinion to announce the scholarships and to instruct migrant families.
Students interested in the scholarships were asked to visit or write to the Los Angeles consul and
present the following documents: a certificate attesting to the grade level completed (either eighth
grade or “post-primary’’); proof of their parents’ Mexican nationality; birth certificate; a document

attesting to their economic condition and good health; and three passport size photographs. The

63 Vanderwood, 6 D W BI&§rdiund.
64 “Becas Para Mexicanos Residentes en E.U.,” La Opinion, December 24, 1939; Edmundo Gonzalez to Secretario
de Relaciones Exteriores, January 8, 1940, Expediente I11-2396-16, SRE.
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grade requirement and the educational structure of technical schools suggest that the gsholarshi
LQFOXGHG D UDQJH RI HGXFDWLRQDO OHYHOV ,Q DGGLWLRQ
and scholarship included primary school for children between the ages of eleven and seventeen.

In short, the Instituto TZcnico Industrial was equippedembrace the spectrum of migrant
FKLOGUHQVY HGXFDWLRQDO DWWDLQPHQW OREBpnoHU WKH
would give preference to students whose parents lacked financial resources to fund their studies
and to those who were in a [tg@n to best take advantage of the opportunity. Based on the
available evidence, at least seventeen of the twenty scholarships were granted.

Writing for La Opinion JosZ Gardu—o echoed the nationalist language found in the
countless letters of youny WXGHQWV PLJUDQW SDUHQWYV DQG JRYHUQF
KH ZURWH 3ZLOO XQGHQLDEO\ KDYH WKH EHVW RSSRUWXQ|
educational fountains, but they can feel proud of returning to their patria, which oféenbtace
WKHP DQHZ LQ LWV ERVRP VR WKH\ FDQ IHHO OLNH DQ LQWH
DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH ZULWHU PDGH WKLV LQYHVWPHQW WKDW
as much as for their families, a point of pritle fact that despite the difficult economic situation,

RXU QDWLRQ ZDQWV WR VDFULILFH IRU LWV FKLOGWHQ I[RU !
The luxurious university and its connection to Ctrdenas added another level of pride for Mexicans
OLYLQJ RXWVLGH WKH QDWLRQTVY ERUGHUYV

7KH HPEUDFH RI 3\RXQJ OH[LFDQV ERUQ LQ WKH 8QLWHG
migrants throughout Southern California. Just a few days after a local paper published a story
s 33UHYRFDWLRQDO  LQFRUSRUDWHG \RXWK EHWZHHQ WKLUWHHQ DQG HL.
5HVLGHQW H¥ Opigioh Becémber 24, 1939. }
e6 Consul Rodolfo Salazaommunicated the desires of two migremdthers to the director of the InstituTZcnico
Industrial.Victoria Flores and Isaura D. ChavZz, both of San Pedro, California, inquired about the remaining two to
three vacancies for their sons, Roberto aradddrito, seventeen and sixtegrarsold, respectivelySee Rodolfo

Salazar to Diector del Instituto TZcnico Industrial, January 16, 1940, Expedier2898-16, SRE.
67-RVH *DUGXxR La'Qplrifon<ecember 24, 1939.
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about these scholarships, Mexicans residing in San Bernardino county, sixty miles east of
downtown Los Angeles, approached Consul Edmundo Gonzéalez and asked him to petition the
government for “four or five” scholarships.es “This secretary,” wrote Anselmo Mena, head of the
SRE, “looks favorably upon any actions that you determine necessary to acquire the scholarships
that you refer to in your note...”s9 No immediate action emerged from this letter, but it did signal
to the SRE, and likely the Los Angeles consul, that scholarship programs should include youth
residing in the San Bernardino area.

In 1943, four years after the creation of twenty scholarships, Mexicans in Los Angeles
visited their consul general Vicente Peralta and expressed their desire to continue their studies in
Mexico.70 Peralta wrote to Ezequiel Padilla of SRE, who in turn wrote to the SEP, the Secretaria
de Marina (Secretary of Navy, hereafter SEM AR) Secretaria de Agricultural y Fomento (Secretary
of Agriculture and Development, hereafter SAF), and SEDENA.71 Returning to Mexico, Padilla
argued, would strengthen spiritual ties between “us” and the students. This, he reasoned, made it
logical to create as “as many scholarships as possible in our educational institutions.” “I ask,” he
wrote, “that you consider the possibility of creating them.”72 The SEMAR and SAF responded
enthusiastically. The former promised to create scholarships on a large scale “for those born and

raised in the United States and throughout America,” while Marte R. Gomez of the SAF happily

68 Edmundo Gonzalez to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, January 8, 1940, Expediente 111-2396-16, SRE.

69 Anselmo Mena to Edmundo Gonzalez, January 15, 1940, Expediente 111-2396-16, SRE.

70 Ezequiel Padilla to Secretario de Educacion Publica, Ezequiel Padilla to Secretario de Marina, Ezequiel Padilla to
Secretario de Agricultura y Fomento, Ezequiel Padilla to Secretario de la Defensa Nacional, December 14, 1943,
Expediente 111-2471-5, SRE.

71 Ezequiel Padilla to Secretario de Educacion Publica, Ezequiel Padilla to Secretario de Marina, Ezequiel Padilla to
Secretario de Agricultura y Fomento, Ezequiel Padilla to Secretario de la Defensa Nacional, December 14, 1943,
Expediente 111-2471-5, SRE.

72 In the letter to the SEP, Padilla asked for scholarships at La Escuela Normal and the Instituto Politécnico.
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offered to create fives % DVHG RQ WKH DUFKLYDO UHFRUG RQO\ WKH
forward.

Mexicans born in the United States were invited to attend the Escuela Nacional de
Agricultura de Chapingo (National Agricultural School at Chapingo) and become agricultural
engneers4 The development of agronomy, like the field of anthropology, was closely linked to
the formation of the posevolutionary states (FKRLQJ ODU\ .D\ 9DXJKQTV VW X(
HGXFDWLRQ -RVHSK &RWWHU GHPRQVWU p¥¢d&hy nfiddRadadss VP D OO
XQLYHUVLW\ JUDGXDWHYV IRUJHG DQ DOOLDQFH ZLWK WKH V
UHVHDUFKHUV ZKR URVH WR LQWHUQDWLRQDO SdWWRLQHQFH
agr—nomos looked down uprampesinosheld Pofirian attitudes towards them, and sought to
sustain and create hierarchal relationships, they positioned themselves as their champions. In the
SURFHVV WKH\ SODFHG WKHLU SURIHVVLRQ LQ D KHURLF
membership in the Ré R O X W L R Q Dri TheyDvirekeOihtégral to various state efforts to
WUDQVIRUP WKH FRXQWU\WVLGH 7KH\ ZHUH SDUW RIl 6(3fV &X
andcardenisman the 1930s, and fiational collaboration between the United States andddex
during World War II. In fact, the Avila Camacho administration (1940 to 1946) appointed

DIJUYyQRPR ODUWH 5 *yPH] WR GLUHFW WKH 69%) W ZDV XQGHI

five scholarships for Mexican youth.

73slGeneral Heriberto Jara Secretario de RelacionEsteriores, December 17, 1943 and Marte R. G—mez to
Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, December 30, 1943, Expediezt@Hb, SRE

74lMarte R. G—mez to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, December 30, 1943 and Edmundo Gonztlez to
comisiones honoricieamexicanaslanuary 26, 1944, Expediente- #4715, SRE.

75 For nationstate building and anthropology see Claudio Lomieep Mexico, Silent Mexico: An Anthropology
of Nationalism(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2001).

76 Joseph Cotteiroubled Harvest: Agronomy and Revolution in Mexit8832002 (Westport, Connecticut,
London: Praegr, 2003), xiii.
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Two of the five scholarshipwere allocated for Mexicans within the jurisdiction of San
Bernardino. Inclusive of school fees, food, clothing, and housing, it covered all the basic needs.
Students were required to finish high school and demonstrated good cenluetidition to
submiting all the proper documentation, students needed to take an entrance exam in Mexico on
January 5, 10, or 1fs.Here was one major problem. Marte R. G—mez notified the SRE about the
available scholarships on Decembed8@3, just sixteen days before tretealof the last scheduled
entrance exam. This was not lost on the SRE and its officials acted quickly and wrote to both the
Los Angeles consul and the SAF. Pablo Campos Ortiz, the “director general” of the SRE, informed
the consul general of Los Angelegtloé good news, attached the questions for the exam, necessary
requirements and documents, and instructed him to offer the scholashipst same day,
Manuel Tello of the SRE wrote to the SAF and asked if the entrance exam could be postponed.
Writing onthe January 20 for the SAF, an official granted the extension and pushed back the exam
date to February 10, but noted that earlier was better. After this date, he cautioned, the students
would have to wait until the following year to enter the schoolaipihgos2 Worried that migrant
children were not completely proficient in Spanish and lacked knowledge of Mexican history and
geography, the Los Angeles consul asked the SRE to postpone the exam for six months. The consul
noted that this was common praetior Mexican students who attended universities in the United

Statess Marte R. G—mez granted the extension.

78 Edmundo Gonztlez to comisiones honoricicasioanas, January 26, 1944, Expedientv1-5, SRE

79 Marte R. G—mez to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, December 30, 1943, Expediitits |IBRE.

8o The document is dated 1943, but this is likely a mistake. Pablo Campos Ort'z to Los Angeles Consul General,
January 6, 1944, Expediente-B#171-5, SRE

81 The document is dated 1943, but this is likely a mistake. Manuel Tello to Secretario de Agricultura y Fomento,
January 6, 1944, Expediente-B#715, SRE

g2 Alfonso Gonztlez Gallardo to Oficial Mayor de Relaciones Exteriores, January 20, 1944, BbgkR71-5,

SRE.

83 See Telegrama to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, January 21, 1%4ceatelSantos Guajardo to

Secré¢ario de Agricultura y Fomento, February 2, 1984pediente IH24715, SRE.

84 Marte R. G—mez to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, February 16, 1944, Expedi€rnt®)ISRE.
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Despite the interest expressed by Mexican students throughout the 1930s and early 1940s,
only two young men presented themselves to the Logl&agonsul. Vicente Peralta, of the Los
Angeles consul, enthusiastically, although generically, introduced Luis Humberto Cota and
Ricardo Cordero Jauregui to the director of the Escuela Nacional de Agricutliig&ad already
graduated from high schoahd even studied engineering for one year. He was born in Mazatltn,
Sinaloa, but had resided in the United States since he was four yeasRatdrdo Cordero
Jauregui was in his last semester of high school and unlike Luis was born in Los Angeles. Both
were excellent students at the top of their classes. Ricardo, the consul informed the director of
Escuela Nacional de Agricultura, was on his way to Mexico and would present his documents in
persores He arrived on February 9, one day before the entranaee.axafortunately for Ricardo,
there was some administrative confusion among the various Mexican institutions. Since the
scholarships were granted through an agreement between the SRE and the SAF, Ricardo needed
to present himself to those departments astdlimectly to the schoel Ricardo, it turns out, went
directly to the university.

The consul of San Bernardino used the press, the radio, and even the local honorary
commissions to spread the word about the scholarships, but was unable to find stsdegie
The majority of Mexicans born in the United States, the consul of Los Angeles and San Bernardino
claimed, had already enlisted in the United States’ armed services.ss Through an agreement
between the U.S. and Mexican governments, signed on J&fjdr943, the United States granted

citizenship to Mexican nationals who served in the armed forces. Thus, the war effort included and

LU L Ly

g5 Vicente Peralta C. to Director Escuela Nacional de Agricultura, Chapingo, D.F. February 1, 1944, Expediente llI
24715, SRE.

g6 Consul General Vicenteelalta C. to Director, Escuela Nacional de Agricultura, Chapingo, D.F. February 1,
1944, Expediente H2471-5, SRE.

g7 Pablo Campos Ortiz to consul general, Los Angeles, February 9, 1944, Expedi2di#dd, SRE.

gs Vicente Peralta C. to consul at SaerBardino, February 9, 1944, Expediente2di71-5, SRE.
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enticed those born in the U.S. and in Mexico. According to Emilio Zamora, Mexican nationals
I[URP 7H[DV ZKR IliRofe $ouially &hd eulttirally similar to UERUQ OH[LFDQV" ™ DQC
likely motivated by the possibility of gaining U.S. citizenskdpVorking with a sample of surveys
conducted by the Mexican government, he found that the majority (58.8 percent) migrateshbetwe
1916 and 1926 and arrived to the United States as young children (the average age was 3.9). In
DGGLWLRQ WR FLWL]J]HQVKLS :RUOG :DU ,, SURYLGHG B30HJLFCL
albeit imperfectly, as well as the promise of social mobility.

Instead of joining the armed services, Luis and Ricardo enlisted the help of the Mexican
state to continue their education. They were not alone. In the summer of 1944, Consul Vicente
Peralta recommended JosZ Eulogio Ruiz, a sevegtssold resident whdad finished eighth
grade, to the director of the Instituto TZcnico Industnidlhe son of Francisco Gamboa, the
veteran of the Mexican revolution discussed earlier, provides an additional example. These five
Mexicans add an important transnational divebRQ WR WKH QDUUDWLYH RI1 30H
soldering. World War 1l might have diminished the interest in scholarships among Mexicans in
the United States, but at the young men mentioned above looked to the Mexican state to create
alternative paths for s@d mobility and national belonging.

RUOG :DU ,, ZDV QRW WKH RQO\ IDFWRU WKDW LPSDFWHC
scholarship. The underrepresentation of Mexicans in U.S. high schools meant that requiring a high
school diploma automaticallymited the pool of qualified applicants. In addition, enthusiasm and

collaboration were a poor substitute for good planning. Even though the SAF allowed students to

89 (PLOLR =DPRUD 30H[LFDQ 1DWLRQDOV LQ WKH 8 6 0LB&hDThe 'LSORPDF\
Latino World War Il Hero: The Social and Political Legacy of a Generatidg, Maggie RivasRodriguez and

Emilio Zamora (AustinUniversity of Texas Press, 2009p.

90 Vicente Peralta C. to Jesus Padilla Avila, Director del Instituto TZcnico Industrial, August 25, 1944, Expediente
[11-2396-16, SRE.
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take the entrance exam six months after their initial enrollment, there was very little time between
the announcement of the scholarships and the start of courses, February 22, 1944. The latter
coincided with the middle of the school year for U.S. high school students, which meant that
students either had to leave while they were in the middle of their senior year, like Ricardo, or
have completed their studies, as was the case with Luis. In the end, the SAF offered to postpone
WKH VFKRODUVKLSY XQWLO WKH IROORZLQJ \HDU LQ RUGHU W
their inscription WUDYHO WRIOH[LFR HWF °
Conclusion

From 1930 to 1945, more than twenty-four Mexicans in the United States asked the state
for scholarships or financial assistance. Through their letters, parents and students defined
Mexicans born in the U.S. as Mexican citizens who were willing to use their expertise to contribute
to the Mexican nation. Despite the enthusiasm from a range of actors, including representatives of
the Mexican state, migrant parents and students were consistently disappointed. Their words,
however, did articulate the needs and desires of migrant families and closely echoed the post-
UHYROXWLRQDU\ VWDWHY GLVFRXUVH DERXW WKH XQLYHUVL)
resulted in the creation of twenty-five scholarships. Moreover, these two educational opportunities
intersected with major educational and political developments within Mexico. The scholarships at
WKH ,QVWLWXWR 7pFQLFR ,QGXVWULDO ZHUH D SURGXFW RI
of the Instituto Politécnico Nacional. The Escuela Nacional de Agricultura, Chapingo was also a
product of national developments. In this case, the professionalization of agricultural engineers

DQG WKLV SURIHVVLRQYTV DOLIJQPHQW ZLWK WKH VWDWH

91 Marte R. Gomez to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, February 16, 1944, Expediente 11I-2471-5, SRE. This
message was relayed to the consul general, Los Angeles,
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The twentyfive scholarships reveal &rm of transnational citizenship among the
30H[LFDQ $PHULFDQ JHQHUDWLRQ DQG SURMdt&EHatongd HZ OH
particularly as it related to the role of Mexican consuls. From the United States, Mexicans were
able to insert themselves QW R OH[LFRTV HGXFDWLRQDO V\VWHP &RQVX(
and functioned as intermediaries between migrant communities and the state. However, there were
limits to migrant agency and transnational citizenship. Functioning as intermediawes, tihe
consuls that created the scholarships and selected the students. Moreover, the process was
haphazard, attoc, and did not result in lonf HUP LQVWLWXWLRQDO FKDQJHV |
transnational imaginations were shaped by their gendetigga@nd roles, which privileged the
travel of young men and the domesticity of young women. This explains the overwhelming number
of male students in the pool of requests. Despite these limits, the scholarships provided an avenue
for social mobility andeducational achievement for a generation that was segregated in primary
schools and underrepresented on high school and university campuses. The scholarships,
PRUHRYHU VLJQDO 3DQ XQH[SORUHG WUDGLWLRQ"™ RI 30H[LFCL
whiFK ZzDV RQO\ SRVVLEOH DV D UHVXOW RI WKH JURZWK RI OH

and desires2

92 According toGuadalupe San Miguel Jr. and Richard R. Valencia, scholars of education know very little about the
SOH[L RDPY UL F D Q ehdéKdRlldy&\uring the eatlymid twentieth centurySee3) U R P TvéatyHof
*XDGDOXSH +LGDOJR °
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Part Two
Migrant Families Navigate the Great Depression

In 1971, a young Mexican American undergraduate at CalifoBtée University,
Fullerton conducted oral histories with Mexicans who experienced repatriation as well as with
white Americans who played a role in the repatriation process. As a descendant of repatriates and
a student during the Civil Rights Movement, rGtina Valenciana wanted to understand if
repatriates were forcefully removed. If, in short, repatriates were deportees. It was with this guiding
guestion that Valenciana set out to document this impcttant at the timé under researched
moment in U.S. istory.

While Valenciana used a national and civil rights frameworduide her interviewsvith
repatriates they remain an indispensable source for the study of Mexicans and the Great
Depression. As part of the Mexican American Oral History Projectsdtbat California State
8QLYHUVLW\ )XOOHUWRQ WKLV FROOHFWLRQ RI RUDO KLVW
States, their decision to return, the process of returning, their efforts to navigate and live in Mexico,
and their efforts to retunto the United States. In short, they provide us with personal accounts of
returning to Mexico, arriving and living in Mexico, and coming back to the United States. The
following three chapters combine these personal stories with sources from archiwesda &hd
the United States to write a transnational history of repatriation and of transnational citizenship.

&KDSWHU 7KUHH XVHV VRXUFHV IURP OH[LFRYVY 6HFUHWD!
relationship between the Mexican state and rexias. More to the point, it argudsat Mexican
consuls provideditizenswith documents to facilitate their return to Mexico and their potential re
entry into the United States. Chapter Four argues that families provided repatriates with advice

and too$ to navigate the Great Depression. In Mexico, for example, relatives often housed



repatriates. Families also split up and operated transnationally in order to weight their options.
Chapter Five narrates the efforts of U.S.-born youth to return to the United States. It shows how
repatriates visited U.S. consuls and wrote to U.S presidents in an effort to secure the appropriate

documents and financial resources to return to the United States. They had mixed results.

76



Chapter 3
Paper Trails: Migrant desires and agency during the Great Depression

The economic crisis commonly referred to as the Great Depression began in October 1929
with the crash of the stock market and lasted until 1939. The United States witnessed
unprecedented unemployment, economic insecurity, and social hardship. In response to this crisis,
Franklin Roosevelt’s administration created a range of social welfare programs and employment
opportunities. Known as the New Deal, these programs were intended to curtail unemployment,
boost the economy, and ameliorate suffering associated with the depression.1 Mexican migrant
families experienced all the negative effects of the Great Depression, but did not benefit from the
government’s new role in society.2 As many scholars have argued, the actions of state agencies
and local county and charity organizations reveal Mexicans’ liminal place within the United States.
While legally white, Mexicans were viewed as culturally inferior and as a result of the Immigration
Act of 1924 associated with illegality. According to Camille Guérin-Gonzales, it was this racial
ideology along with the discourse of Mexican migrants as sojourners that justified repatriation
campaigns.3

U.S. officials and local agencies sought to implemented three strategies to remove
Mexicans from the United States. First, local charity organizations worked to provide Mexican

migrants and families with free passage or reduced train fare to the U.S.-Mexico border. In Los

1 For a review of the literature on President Roosevelt and the New Deal see Robert T. Wesser, “Franklin D.
Roosevelt and the Historians: Post-Revisionism” New York History, Vol. 72, No. 2 (1991); Alonzo L. Hamby, “The
New Deal: Avenues for Reconsideration” Polity, Vol. 31, No. 4 (1999). For recent scholarship on the new deal, see
Jefferson Cowie, The Great Exception: The New Deal and the Limits of American Politics. (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2016). For a critical and insightful review of Jefferson Cowie’s idea of “the great exception,” as
expressed in a 2008 article with Nick Salvatore, see Nancy McLean, “Getting New Deal History Wrong,”
International Labor and Working-Class History No. 74 (2008).

2 Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action Was White: An Untold History of Racial Inequality in Twentieth-Century
America (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2005).

3 Camille Guérin-Gonzales, Mexican Workers and American Dreams: Immigration, Repatriation, and California
Farm Labor, 1900-1939 (New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1994).
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Angeles, those who received free passage were given depantdseticat indicated they had
UHFHLYHG FKDULW\ ~ PDNLQJ LW KDUGHU XQGHU 8 6 LPPLJU
States at a future date. In Los Angeles, 12,668 Mexicans returned to Mexico by the end of 1933,
with the Bureau of County Welfaygaying $182,57%.Second, this voluntary, but underhanded
process of return was accompanied by the deportation of migrants. From June 1930 to June 1931,
the federal government removed approximately 30,000 undocumented migrants, the majority of
which were Mexicanss Lastly, while short lived, officials created a climate of fear by publishing
articles about future deportations and executing immigration raids in El Monte and at the Placita
Olvera in Los Angeles in February 1931. Collectively, these actiofected a desire by U.S.
officials and local agencies to remove Mexicans from the United States. Scholars disagree about
the number of Mexicans that left the United States during the Great Depression, but estimates
range from 350,000 to over 1 milli@n.

Book titles such a®ecade of Betrayahnd Unwanted Mexican&sD SW XUH 8 6 KLVWR
FULWLFDO DVVHVVPHQW RI ORFDO DV ZHOO DV QDWLRQDO D
United States as second class citizens. They also, however, reveal sgkhol®@s/ LVWHQFH RQ X
U.S. civil rights framework to study Mexican repatriatioGamille GuZrin* R Q ] D Réxi¢ah

Workers and American Drearnssillustrative of this approach and its limits. Framing her study of

4 Abraham HoffmanUnwanted Mexican Americans in the Great Depression: Repatriation Pressures]1 9329

(Tucson, Arizona: The University of Arizona Press, 1974).

5 Abraham HoffmanUnwanted Mexican Americans

6 Scholars who understand all movement back to Mexico in the 1930s as a form of forced removal place the total at
1 million. SeeFrancisco E. Balderrama and Raymond Rodr'gDezade of Betrayal: MexicaneRatriation in the

1930s(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1998)their 2013 article, Brian Gratton and Emily

Merchant argue that only 350,000 returned and that this total included Mexicans who left voluntarily. See
3,PPLIJUDWLRQ 5HSDWUL D WN&iQnOrigisPopLafob WtbaWhiRdStatek, 1920

International Migration Review7, no. 4 (2013).

7 For a critical view of scholarship on repatriation by U.S. scholarBeeey Jr. AndrZsanvisible Borders:

Repatriation and Colonization of M&XFDQ OLJUDQW ZRUNHUV DORQJ WKH &DOLIRUQLD %R
California HistoryVol. 88 (2011).



UHSDWULDWLRQ DU R X QGuiNriGdn2&id3 idliairhiEaQt shapetiDHe expectations

DQG EHKDYLRU RI OH[LFDQ PLJUDQWYV 37KH $PHULFDQ GUHL
opportunity and securig which would free people to realize their intellectual, physical, and
spiritual potentak DV WKH IRXQGDWLRQ IRU EDVLF sUWWhIK Wi RI1 LQC(
IUDPHZRUN LV VHQVLWLYH WR PLIJUDQWVY SOLJKW LW WHOC
and agency. In these narratives, migrants emerge as passive victims and any retumn?

whether its voluntary, coerced, or forced understood as a forced expulsion. In addition, U.S.
scholars study repatriation within a national framework, downplaying or ignoring any
WUDQVQDWLRQDO FRQQHFWLRQV RU § BeQrétagWe Relaticpds VR X U |
Exteriores (Secretary of Foreign Relations, hereafter SRE) this chapter conceptualizes migrants as
Mexican citizens. By focusing on the relationship between Mexican migrants and the Mexican
government this chapters complicatag aarrative of repatriation in two ways. First, it uses

migrant letters to Mexican consular officials, to the SRE, and Mexican presidents to situate
UHSDWULDWLRQ IURP PLJUDQWVY SRLQW RI YLHZ 7KHLU PRV
was unabled fulfill, was for transportation to the U-$lexico border. In other words, many

migrants desired to return to Mexico. Second, | examine the interaction between Mexican consular
officials and Mexican communities to think more critically about the roledbeuments played

during repatriation. As in earlier chapters, | argue that Mexican consuls played a vital role. In the

context of repatriation, they created an entire infrastructure to disseminate information and papers.

s Camille GuZin-GonzalesMexican Workers and American Dreams: Immigration, Repatriation, and California

Farm Labor, 19061939(New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1294)

9 7KLV FKDSWHU XVHV D VHOHFWLRQ RI OHWWHUV FRQVXODU SURWHFWLR
documents issued. In the future, | plan to incorporate consular protatgsfrdm 1931 to 1934 (most repatriates

returned during this time span) and to use other sources from the SRE to tabulate the number of documents that were
issued.



In his study of citizenship, Karh&adig reminds us that all immigrants have documer®ather
than a hurried and unplanned return, | demonstrate that repatriates worked with consuls to carefully
and purposefully accumulate a number of documents in preparation for their journey. While some
papers functioned to identify migrants as Mexicdizens and exempt them from paying imports
on their goods, other documents were clearly intended to help them return to the United States. In
short, we should understand the ability to acquire documents to return to Mexico, but also to
potentially reenterthe United States, as a form of migrant agency.
Getting to the U.S:Mexico Border

Writing to consular officials, Mexican presidents, and other representative of the state,
migrants requested transportation to their hometowns. Letters were usnatigsed by the father
and on behalf of an entire family. Writing to the SRE, Manuel Carillo described himself as “a son
and native born Mexican of my beloved nation.” Like many “brothers of the race,” Manuel and
his family were negatively impacted by theoeomic crisis. He hoped that the Mexican
government would help his family, which included his wife Juanita Mejia de Carillo and their two
childreni1 From New Mexico, Manuel Salgado a former resident of San Diego Alcalf wrote to
the governor of Chihuahua tequest help in returning to “our beloved nation.” 12 In other
instances, one or a few individuals addressed a representative of the Mexican state on behalf of an
entire group. For example, the president, treasure, and secretary of the “Colonia Agricola Pascual
Ortiz Rubio,” signed the groups letter to president President Ortiz Rubio. This group was

composed of 151 members and included twamty families. Based in Goodyear, Arizona, thirty

LU L Ly

10 Kamal SadigPaper Citizens: How lllegal Immigrants Acquire Citizenship in Develo@iagntries(Oxford,

New York: Oxford UniversityPress, 2009).

11 Manuel Carillo to Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, January 8, 1931, Expedi86e2¥, Acervo Hist—rico
Diplomittico de Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, MZxico(Befeafter SRE).

12 Andres Landa y Pi—a, Secretaria de Gobernacion, to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, March 15, 1932,
Expediente 1¥354-54, SRE.



miles from the consul at Phoenix, they asked the president to ttpeam lands in the state of
Sonora, in the district of Magdalena.

From within Mexico, individuals advocated for their struggling family members by
VSHDNLQJ ZLWK RU ZULWLQJ WR JRYHUQPHQW RIILFLDOV -RV
City in October 1932. She explained to a government official that her son was forced to close his
barbershop as a result of the Great Depression. Struggling economically, he desired to return to
Mexico.14 Guadalupe Garc’a, another concerned mother, wrote to tixécdheconsul in San
Diego. Writing from Guadalajara, she hoped that the consul could help Jesces G. Gonztlez and his
family return to Mexico. Esther de la Torre of Mexico City wrote to the Secretar’a de Gobernaci—n
(Secretary of the Interior, hereafter SEBCOon behalf of her brother Enrique. Like the two
DIRUHPHQWLRQHG PRWKHUV VKH ZDQWHG IUHH SDVVDJH IRL
VKH H[SODLQHG WR D JRYHUQPHQW RIILFLDO LQ KHU OHWWHL
thepatt RWLF SURWHFWLRQ RI RXU JRYHUQPHQW ~ 6KH DVNHG W
DwW .DQVDV &LW\ WR YLVLW KHU EURWKHU DW KLV KRPH RQ
situationss Lastly, Francisco Valladeres, a resident of Mexico Citytetsthe SRE and requested
help to repatriate his sister Victoria and her family, which contained nine individuals.

7TKHVH ZHUH QRW PLJUDQWVY RQO\ DGYRFDWHYV LQ OHJ[LF
friends and family members who held political officewere employed by the government to
intervene on their behalf. Writing to the SRE from Veracruz, Ctrlos J. Ponce made sure to note
WKDW KH ZDV D 3SKXPEOH VHUYDQW RI WKH JRYHUQPHQW D S
13 Colonia Agricola Pascual Ort'z Rubto President Pascu@irt’z Rubio, January 21, 193ExpedientdV -360-4,
i%%nsdl at Houston, Texas, to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, October November 8, 1932, Expediente IV
356-20, SRE.

15 Silvano B. Gonzalez, official mayor, to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, September 2Expe8ientdV -

35621, SRE.
16 El oficial Mayor to consul at St. Louis, Missouri, November 15, 1931, Expedier3é0\21, SRE.
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OLNH ~ KH FR QMé banitld &chiéwnkeDtWill help me obtain the grace that | am going
WR EHJ RI \RX ~ +LV VLVWHU 0DUtD /XLVD 3RQFH ZKR OLYHG
was unemployed for several months. On a small government salary, he was not enabterto pay
her transportation and thus fulfill his familial obligations. He hoped that the government would
provide her with free passage to Mexiednrique Romero Courtade, the Secretario General de
Departamento del Distrito Federal, wrote to the undersegretahe SRE on behalf of his friend
DQG IHOORZ 3SDLVDQR™ ODQXHO *DOODUGR $IWHU RSHQLQ.
salutatior? my esteemed and dear friechtRomero Courtade explained to Fernando Torreblanca
that he received a letter from his frieMcnuel, who resided in St. Joseph, Missouri. In this letter,
ODQXHO DVNHG 5RPHUR IRU KHOS LQ VHFXULQJ KLV IDPLO\YV
their three children. Romero wrote to the undersecretary of the SEGOB, but was disappointed to
learQ WKDW WKDW WKH JRYHUQPHQW FRXOG RQO\ SURYLGH W
Mexican consul at Kansas, moreover, explained to Gallardo that Mexicans could only be
transported from the border to their hometown with the approval of the SREs lwitvan this
FROQWH[W WKDW (QULTXH &RXUWDGH DVNHG KLV 3GHDU IULHQ
provide the Gallardo family with transportation to the LM#&xico borders

Letter writers validated their requests by positioning their stbjas victims of the
economic crisis and emphasizing their connection to and future contributions to the Mexican
nation. Writing for a group of fortyive families based in Arizona, Guillermo Melendez noted that
D 3S\WKH PDMRULW\ RI OH[DRMHQZ/L KRR ¥ W VARIHNKHUKH ZHUH VR C

WKH\ FRXOG QRW DIIRUG WR 3\WDNH RQH VWHS ~ /LNH RWKHU

17 Ctrlos Ponce to Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, August 13, 1932, Expedi6@eP/ SRE.
18 Enrique Romero Courtad8ecretario General de Departanoettel Distrito Federako Fernando Torreblanca,
Subsecreatario de Relaciones Exteritdarch 7, 1932ExpedientdV -360-56, SRE.
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return to their countye In Denver, Manuel Salgado explained to the governor of Chihuahua that

he was unal to secure even one day of work or feed his wife. Writing to this Mexican official

ZDV D 3ODVW UHVRUW ~ RQH WDNHQ WR 3U HoPHaGettevt&tHe VW D W H

SRE, Felipe Sinchez claimed that he had not worked in an entire ygetraaris family was

3« VXITHULQJ WKH PR ¥ RaywiuhtblGuiZ®dd epthaiddd Yo President Pascual Ort’z

Rubio that his savings, which he accumulated through three years of arduous work and privations,

were gone. He was unable to afford thetbof his third child and was forced to take his wife to

WKH FRXQW\ KRVSLWDO ,Q KLV OHWWHU *XWLpUUH] FODLPH:

IURP WKH GHSWK RI GHVSDLU LQ ZKLFK , I1LQQG P\VHOI P\ ZLIF
These narrativ® FRQILUPHG WKH VWDWHYV SDWULDUFKDO XQG

PRUH VSHFLILFDOO\ IDWKHUVY UROH DV EUHDGZLQQHUV 7KF

father or older brother, was especially troubling within this value system. Awahes# tdeals,

(PLOLD *X]PiQ DSSHDOHG WR 3UHVLGHQW 3DVFXDO 2UWt] 5XE

GR QRW KDYH WKH SOHDVXUH RI NQRZLQJ \RX EXW , KDYH KH

she wrote to the president in May 1931. ltwas3i$LQG QHVYVY™ WKDW JDYH (PLOLD Wi

She explained that she migrated to the United States with her mother in 1929. They arrived and

resided in Mesa, Arizona with her brother. It was Rejest six days prior to penning a letter to

the preside* WKDW KHU PRWKHU SDVVHG DzZzD\ (PLOLDYV EURWKH

UHWXUQHG 3, GRQTW KDYH DQ\WWKLQJ WR HDW ~ VKH ZURWH V

ZRUN 3HYHU\ZKHUH =~ VKH ZDV XQDEOH WR hbuwEnHsR. S\@R\PHQW

19*XLOOHUPR OHOHQGH] WR 30X\ HVWLP-BEER, GUillerm@QNeléhdetbl SeCiGadasdeH QW H |, 9
Relaciones Eberiores, March 18, 1931, Expediente 38451, SRE.

20 Andres Landa y Pi—a, Secretaria de Gobernacion, to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, March 15, 1932,

Expediente 1¥354-54, SRE.

21 Felipe Stnchez to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, June 25, 1931, Expedb&itté,| BRE.

22 Raymundo GutiZrrez to President Pascual Ort'z Rubio, January 5, 1931, Expedi@b6s3k/ SRE.
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IHZ IULHQGV VKH IRXQG KHUVHOI 3 DORQH "~ 3, GR QRW ZDQW W
under these conditions that she visited the consul in Phoenix, Arizona and begged the consul to
help her return to Mexico to live witrehaunt. The consul, however, denied her request and barely

paid her any attention. Emilia asked the president to consider her case in light of the love that he

has for his own childree

Dolores PZrez Gallardo composed a letter not as a daughter,dgtamother. From
Pachuca, Hidalgo, she migrated to the United States with her husband in 1917. Ten years after
WKHLU DUULYDO KHU KXVEDQG SDVVHG DzZD\ +LV GHDWK ZI
JUDQGPRWKHU UDLVHG KH U IIG\2 ¥ehisWftagehyd Yokhbed nénkplogeé U H Q
VLQFH -XO\ '"RORUHYVY VXVWDLQHG KHU IDPLO\ E\ VORZLQJ
in-law contributed to their income but was only able to securdmiheo days of work per every
fifteen days. Likemany other Mexicans, this grandmother hoped that the government would
provide passage from the United States to Mexico. After learning from the consul that this was not
possible, she wrote and asked the SRE to transport her from Nuevo Laredo, Tamauhgas t
capital and inquired about bringing back furnitese.

In their letters, migrants emphasized their connection to the nation by noting their previous
FRQWULEXWLRQV DQG WKHLU GHVLUH WR EH SDUW RI WKH QD
5XELR” DQG 5D\PXQGR *XWLpUUH] SURYLGH WZR SRLJQDQW
$JULFROD 3DVFXDO 2UWt] 5XELR" UHPLQGHG WKH SUHVLGHQW

WR VXSSRUW WKH S b&iHkey@lsb@ssurad b thdaeh war® ready to help with

LU L |

23 Emilia Guzmin to President Ort’z Rubio, May 14, 1931, Higee 1\-360-10, SRE.

24 Luis G. Avelyera, esc de 2a de consulado encargado at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Secretario de Relaciones
Exteriores, May 6, 1932, Expediente-8%6-10, SRE.

25 Colonia Agricola Pascual Ort’z Ridoto President Pascu@irt’z Rubio, January 21, 193ExpedientdV -360-4,
SRE



WKH 3JUHDW UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ RI RXU EHORYHG QDWLRQ ~ ,C
VDFULILFH UHTXLUHG | BROThaV KrbpoSed AgticRiQifal/calddyRiZ $okora, they
claimed, would bring the pre&HQW JUHDW UHFRJQLWLRQ DQG VHQG D P}t
GHVSRWV WKDW RXU JRYHUQPHQW VXSSRUWYV WKRVH ZKR DU
Writing from Los Angeles, Raymundo GutiZrrez began his letter to President Pascual Ort'z
Rubio by apologizing for takanhis attention away from more pressing issues. His typed letter was
justified, he contented, by his plight and by the fact that the president was his only hope. Raymundo
aligned himself to the nation by noting that he had worked for the governmentt,Iimfécs
correspondence, he included several letters by government officials that attested to his previous
employment. In addition, his motivation for writing sprang from a speech he heard in the winter
of 1929. As part of a campaign tour throughout thatédl States, the Mexican community
organized and attended a ceremony in honor of Pascual Ort'’z Rubio at the Blackstone Hotel in
Chicago. As a delegate of the Mexican colony, GutiZrrez was fortunate enough attend the event
DQG 3WR EH FORVH @oReep&i-¥n P.+L \Guiidirkz, a member of a local migrant
organization, also attended and had the honor to be directly behind both Pascual Ort'’z Rubio and
KLV SH[FHOOHQW ZLIH =~ ,W zZDV 'U 3XLJTV VSHHFK DW WKLV F
DVN WKH SUHVLGHQW IRU WKH 3VDOYDWLRQ RI KLV IDPLO\ °
United States in May 1927 and settled in Chicago. Without work and in an effort to avoid the harsh
winter, his family relocated to Los Angeles, California itHthV XPPHU R 31RZ ~ KH Z
WR WKH SUHVLGHQW 3ZLWK DOO WKH GRRUV FORVHG DQG C

LQFUHDVH«, DSSHDO WR \RXU VHQWLPHQWY DV D KXPDQ DQG

UL L L |
26 Colonia Agricola Pascual Ort’z Rigto President Pascu@it’z Rubio, January 21, 193ExpedientdV -360-4,
SRE.

27 Colonia Agricola Pascual Ort'z Ridoto President Pascu@irt’z Rubio, January 21, 193ExpedientdV -360-4,
SRE.



transportation from Los AnglesWNR WKH FDSLWDO ZKHUH ZH DUH DOO |
HPSKDVL]LQJ KLV IDPLO\YV IXWXUH FRQWULEXWLRQV WR WKH
KH UHDVRQHG ZRXOG SURYLGH LW ZLWK WKUHH VR®V UHDG\
CoYHULQJ WKH FRVW RI PLJUDQWVY WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ Z|
OH[LFDQ VWDWHYV UHSDWULDWLRQ SODQ ,QGHHG WKH OHJLI
local U.S. charity organizations, and migrant groups such as horamamyissions to transport
Mexicans to the U.SMexico border. Thus, it is not surprising that the SRE denied the majority of
PLIJUDQWVY UHTXHVWYV IRU IXQGV 5D\PXQGR *XWLpUUH] UHF|
previous employment, nationalist larage, and dire need. In most cases, letters to presidents or
other officials were forwarded to the SRE, who then wrote to and asked consular officials to
SURYLGH DQ RIILFLDO UHVSRQVH ODQXHO 6DOJDGRYV FDVH ¢
consulat Denver, Colorado informed Manuel Salgado that the Mexican government was unable
to help his family unless they reached the border and that they should seek the aid of charity
organizations and the Mexican commurziyf the family managed to arrive Giudad Jutrez,
&KLKXDKXD OH[LFRYV PLIJUDWLRQ DXWKRULWLHV ZRX%OG IDFL
In other words, the SRE was able to help migrants once they arrived to the border.
Even though the Mexican government did not grant megtiests, consular officials
throughout the United States did attempt to provide alternative forms of aid. The San Diego consul
LQIRUPHG -HV~V *DUFtD *XDGDOXSH *DUFtDYV VRQ WKDW 6D
Mexicans who lived in the area atitht he should visit the San Diego Welfare Commission.

Consular officials also wrote to honorary commissions and migrant organizations to inquire about

28 Raymundo GutiZrrez to President Pascual Ort’z Rubio, January 5, 1931, Expedigbés3kK/ SRE.

29 El subsecretario to consul, Denver Colorado, April 11, 1932, Expedier88445, SRE.

30 El subsecretario to consul, Denyeolorado, April 11, 1932, Expediente864-45, SRE.

31 Enrique Ferreira, consul at San Diego, to Jesces G. Gonztlez, February 19, 1932, Expe2bént4, ISRE.
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UDLVLQJ PRQH\ IRU SDUWLFXODU IDPLOLHV )RU H[DPSOH D
sisterVictoria and nine of her family members, the SRE wrote to the consul at Saint Louis to
inquire if a charity organization could fund their passage to the bard&e consul approached
the president of a local benevolent association and the presidentia&t®eX E Op[LFR ~ 7KH IRU
noted that they had a small amount of money left and that it could be given to this family. The
FRQVXO DW .DQVDV &LW\ IRXQG (QULTXH GH OD 7RUUH (VW
individual. 33 Carpooling was a commornrgttice among migrants and often included entire
families. For example, Joaqgu’'n Duarte, a ktinge resident of San Diego, visited the Mexican
consul and expressed his desire to return to Mexico City, his hometown, along with his wife Mar’'a
M. De Duarte, LV ZLIHTV VLVWHU &DUPHQ ORUHQR DQG &DUPHQTYV
was unemployed and unable to pay his passage. The consul found a fellow Mexican to give all
these individuals a ride to El Paso, Texas.

The few successful petitions reveal tinepprtance of gender and political connections.
Approximately three weeks after addressing the president, Emilia Guzmin received a letter from
the Mexican government instructing her to visit the consul at Phoenix, Arizona to collect twenty
dollars. These fnds were intended to cover transportation from Phoenix to Nogales, Sonora where
OH[LFRYYV PLIJUDWLRQ DXWKRULWLHV ZRXOG S3BiteGHe¢ ITUHH S
letter arrived, however, the consul worked with SEGOB to provide transportatidaniilia,

which meant that she no longer needed twenty dollars from thesSRHEhis instance, both the

L L WL |

32 El oficial mayor to consul at St. Louis, Missouri, November 15, 1931, Expedier860°21, SRE.

33 C.M. Gaxiola to Secretario de Relan&s Exteriores, October 3, 1981 M. Gaxiola to Delegado de

Immigracion, Nuevo Laredd;amaulipas, November 20, 1931, Expedient886-21, SRE.

34 Armando C. Amador, consul at San Diego, to Secretario deiBedmscExteriores, March 31, 1932, Expediente
IV-360-46, SRE.

35 El Oficial Mayor, P.O. del Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, to Emilia Guzmin, June 3, 1931, Expediente IV
36010, SRE.

36 Luis F. Castro, consul at Phoenix, Arizona, to SecretarRedaciones Exteriores, June 11, 1931, Expediente IV
36010, SRE.



the consul and SRE worked to provide this young migrant with aid. After arriving to Guadalajara,
(PLOLD FRPSRVHG RQH PRUH HWKW,HERRW® GWKMHQE UHHVW G HVQKM .
P\ VLQFHUH DSSUHFLDWLRQ7IRU ZKDW \RX GLG IRU PH ~

While patriarchy benefited Guzmin, not all females in need were provided financial
assistance. For example, the Mexican consul in Pittsburg was unable togedsrfeom the SRE
IRU &HFLOLD *XHUUHUR 7KH OH[LFDQ FRQVXO YLVLWHG *XHUL
RI ROG DJH VLFN DQG LQ XUJHQW QHHG ZKR UHTXLUHG SUR
Pennsylvania and discovered that Ceciliaswseventy years old and was truly in a state of
SSRYHUW\ ~ 7KLV PLJUDQW IURP OLFKRDFIiQ WROG WKH FRQV X
and wanted to return to Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas, where her son lived. The consul wrote to the
consul generah New York, who in turn wrote to the SRE. He explained that the local Mexican
migrant community supported her in the past, but was no longer able to do so. As a result of the
economic crisis, industrial production in the region declined by sedeetpercent and left many
local migrants unemployed or working just eloetwo days per week. Local charity organizations
were also unable to help Cecilia or fund her passage to the border. Thus, the consul requested sixty
dollars and twentghree cents to coveéner transportation from Pennsylvania to Laredo, Texas.
The Secretary of Foreign Relations did not approve this reguest.

Government employees and politicians succeed based on their standing and clout. Ctrlos
J. Ponce, the postal employee based irabferz, was instructed to tell his sister to visit the consul

and ask for aid. If she was able to get to the border, the government could provide free passage to
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37 Emilia Guzmin to President Ort’z Rubio, June 30, 1931, Expedier860M 0, SRE.

38 Mexican consul at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania to general consul at New York, May 15, 1931, ExpedB§@&TY

SRE

39 Joaquin Terrazas, general consul at New York, to consul at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, June 17, 1931, Expediente
IV-36057, SRE.



her final destinatiorwo Carlos was thrilled with the government’s support and asked the SRE to
“accept his gratitude.”41 Enrique Romero Courtade, the Secretamméfal de Departamento del
Distrito Federal, secured free transportation for the Gallardo family. On April 4, jest @wdeks
after receiving Courtade’s letter, the undersecretary of the SRE authorized the consul at Kansas to
allocate 125 dollars towards the Gallardo’s transportation.42 Guillermo Rodriguez, a deputy of the
lower house of the legislature, successfully seduhirteen dollars and ninetyne cents to cover
his younger brother’s travel from Galveston, Texas to Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas. 43
Documented Migrants

The Mexican state did more than just facilitate communication between migrant
communities and th&lexican state. They provided migrant communities with information and
documents. To fully understand the role of Mexican consuls during the Great Depression it is
important to examine the infrastructure that consuls and Mexican communities created and used
to exchange knowledge and papers. Below | narrate the different means by which Mexican
consular officials disseminated information and corresponded with migrants and then examine the
numerous documents that consuls issued and helped migrants obtaindddhesents, | argue,
facilitated Mexicansreturn to Mexico and their potential future migration to the United States.

In an effort to reach as many Mexican as possible, consular officials organized meetings
with Mexican communities within their jurisdion. The consul at Hidalgo, Texas, Kansas City,
Missouri, and Yuma, Arizona, provide three important examples of this labor. Consular officials

held meetings regularly, including on weekends. This allowed migrants to attend meetings without
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40 Oscar N. Lupian, El Oficial Mayor, to Carlos J. Ponce, August 17, 1932, ExpedieB68H32, SRE.

41 C¥rlos J. Ponce Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, August 20, 1932, ExpedieB68H32, SRE.

42 Fernando Torreblanc&ubsecreatario de Relaciones Extespto Enrique Romero Courtad8ecretario General
de Departamento del Distrito Federpril 16, 1932 Expediente I¥360-56, SRE.

43 See correspondence between the Secretaria de Relaciones Extnididexican consuls iaxpedientdV -356-
13, SRE.



missing work ad allowed consular officials to be present at their office during the weekdays. S.J.
Trevi—o, the consul at Yuma, Arizona, for example, organized twelve meetings with local migrant
communities from January 1930 to January 183Consular officials visité large cities within
their jurisdiction, ones that contained established Mexican communities, but they also visited
remote towns with newly formed Mexican enclaves. For example, the consul at Hidalgo, Texas
described communities by their proximity to Imgays and cities. One community wheee miles
east of Mssion city and near ighway 2. Another migrant enclave was approximately eight miles
north of McAllen and close toighway 545 7TKHVH 3SFRORQLHY "~ DFFRUGLQJ WR W
Texas wereemovHG IURP 3DOO FHQWHUV RI FXOWXUkHRQaps B)OO PRG
other consular official traveled as much as Alfredo Vazquez. Based out of Kansas City, Missouri
he drove 710 miles to speak with a Mexican community based in Scottsbluff, Ne#4sleahe
left Friday at fivethirty in the morning, snow and car problems slowed him done. He arrived to
Scottsbluff on Saturday, late in the afterncon.

These consular visits attracted large crowds. While one consular official reported a small
group d twenty-three, other representatives of the Mexican state frequently estimated crowds of
200, 300 and 500. Writing to the consul general at New Orleans, Louisiana, Alfredo Vazquez
claimed that there were more than 2,000 people at one megtingV K IKHNZURWH 3ZLWKRXV

RI EHLQJ ZURQJ WKDW WKHUH ZHsIH agdRichHo VergfeDrgeeiM@sR W K R X

44 S.J. Trevi—0, consul at Yuma, Arizona, to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, January 7, 1931, ERpediente
26389, SRE.

45S.J. Trevi—0, Mexican consul at Hidalgo to consul general at San Antonio, May 14, 1929, Expedikg8d by

SRE.

46 S.J. Trevi—0, Mexican consul at Hidalgo to consul general at San Antonio, May 14, 1929, Expedi62d by

SRE.

47 Alfredo Vazquez, consul at Kansas City, Missouri, to consul general at New Orleans, Louisiana, March 28, 1930,
Expediente 1¥100-2, SRE.

48 Alfredo Vazquez, consul at Kansas City, Missouri, to consul general at New Orleans, Louisiana, March 28, 1930,
Expedente I\-100-2, SRE.



RIILFLDOV KHOG SULYDWH FRQVXOWDWLRQV 9D]JTXH]YV YLVL'
their efforts to reach migrant communiti@he consuls opened his visit by hosting a meeting on
Saturday evening. Cleofas Z. Guzmin, the president of the honorary commission, introduced the
consul and played an important role throughout the weekend. After this meeting, the consul went
WR *X] Fioph§ ®nd met privately with individuals and answered many of their questions. So
PDQ\ PLIJUDQWY YLVLWHG *X]JPiQTV KRXVH WKDW WKH FRQVXC
WZR KRXUV SDVVHG WKH SURJUDPPHG WLPH heRdlawingl WKH F
morning Mexicans from Minatare, Bayard, Lymum, Morril, Gehring and Bridgeport arrived to
6FRWWVEOXIIl 6RPH RI WKHP DUULYHG WR 9D]TXH]YV KRWHO
ZLWK WKHP DW WKH KRWHO KH Gvhérdhie Wwdt \vath\agoteemste® X0 PiQ TV
Mexicans. After about two hours of private consultations, the consul headed to a hall, where he
spoke with more than 2,000 migrants.

While these meetings attracted large crowds, consular officials understood that the
audience extended well beyond those in attendance. For example, during a visit to San Juan, Texas,
one consul asked migrants to share what they had learned with their friends and family. Word of
mouth, the consul reasoned, was the best way to reatb thase who could not read and those
who resided in remote areasMost importantly, when they visited a community that did not have
an honorary commission they helped found one and often encouraged individuals to run for an
elected position such as pigent or vice president. Consular officials viewed these organizations
as intermediaries between migrant communities and the state and as a means to collect and

distribute resources to needy families. The Mexican consuls were successful in their afftrts. |

49 Alfredo Vazquez, consul at Kansas City, Missouri, to consul general at New Orleans, Louisiana, March 28, 1930,
Expediente 1¥100-2, SRE.
50 Mexican consul at Hidalgo to consul general at San Antonio, May 2, 1929, Expedie28M, SRE.
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1932 yearbook, the SRE noted the growth of honorary commissions across the United States, but
especially in California, Texas, New Mexico, and Kansas. By the end of July 1931, 100 honorary
commissions existed throughout the United States.

News traveled between migrants and consular officials in three additional manners. First,
consular officials worked with local Spanitdnguage newspapers to publish short articles related
to the repatriation process. Second, migrants were active pamtgipathis process and visited
Mexican consuls. Lastly, as demonstrated in this and other chapters, migrants and the state
corresponded through letter writing. It was through these various modes of communication that
PLIUDQWY OHDUQHG baidd Xlsvis@hrt[dcEUR gdvhumierGurR dptuments to aid their
movement across the U-Blexico border. Below, | outline the documents that migrants acquired
to return to Mexico and those that some gathered to safeguard their poteatiayrento the
United Sates.

, Q WKH 65( LQVWUXFWHG FRQVXOV WR SURYLGH PLJ
citizenship papers This was an ambitious project. The San Diego consul, for example,
corresponded with all the honorary commissions in his distrithis dowment, the consul at
$OEXTXHUTXH 1HZ OH[LFR LQIRUPHG WKH ORFDO KRQRUDU\ |
interactions with the consul and the Mexican government as well as their return to Mexico.
Mexican citizenship papers were generally not issoedomen who were married or who were

part of a family that contained a male over the age of twenggs
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51 Memoria de la Secretarde Relaciones Exteriores, Agoste 1930 a Julio de 193%RE.

52 Enrique Ferreira, consul at San Diego, California, to subecretario encargado del despacho de relaciones exteriores
April 24, 1929, Expediente M03-27, SRE.

53 Enrique Ferreira, consul at San Diego, California, to subecretario encargado del despacho de relaciones exteriores,
April 29, 1929, Expediente N03-27, SRE.

54 Unsigned letter to honorary consul at Yuma, Arizona, February 24, 1932, Expedi€&#a-53, SRE.
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As Mexicans felt the weight of the economic crisis and contemplated or prepared to return
to Mexico, the matr’cula grew in importance. Accordiogconsul at San Diego, the Mexican
community was apathetic about registering at the consul throughout the 1920s and only did so
when they encountered serious challenges. After WWI, the consul claimed, there was very little
reason to register and only iiare instances did migrants obtain Mexican citizenship paper. As
demand grew, the consul adapted to the needs of its citizens. To receive a matr’cula, Mexicans
filled out a form, provided two photographs, and paid nkagt cents. In light of the crisis
many migrants found themselves unable to pajn October 1931, the consul at Yuma, Arizona
asked the SRE for authorization to waive the fee for indigent Mextedii®e SRE granted this
request. In its response to the consul, the SRE noted that thef doticle 316 of the consular
regulations was to issue as many matr’culas as possible.

For some migrants, traveling to the consul presented an additional obstacle. To alleviate
this burden, the consul general at San Antonio, Texas asked the SREt thigraermission to
mail blank matr’culas to honorary commissions, who would then distribute these to interested
Mexicanss7 7TKH 65( GHQLHG WKLV UHTXHVW DUJXLQJ WKDW LW ZF
but it did offer a solution. It allowed honoracpmmissions to mail individual applications to the
consul, who would then approve the solicitation and mail it back to the honorary comnsssions.
This proved to be useful and other migrant organizations requested applicatiz feor

HIDPSOH WXiktludgialWE ¥apbadoreQiGXVWULDOHYV" RI &DUOVEDG &D

55 Eduardo Soriano Bravo, consul at Albuquerque, New Mexico, August 11, 1931, Expedi&dt22V, SRE.
56 S.J. Trevi—0, consul at Yuma, Arizona, to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, October 6, 1931, Expediente IV
34253, SRE

57 E. HerntndeZhtzaro, consul general at San Antonio, Texas, to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriories, December
9, 1931, Expediente P342-3, SRE.

s8 El official mayor, Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, to consul general at San Antonio, Texas, December 16,
1931, Expedinte \-342-3, SRE.



500 application formse Like honorary commissions and migration organizations, individual
migrants could submit and receive matr’'culas through the mail.

Mexican consuls recorded KH QXPEHU RI PDWUtFXODV WKH\ LVVXHG
name, age, place of birth, occupation, and marital status. Migrant fathers and single males made
up the majority of recipients, but migrant children born in the United States were also issued
matr’culas. In some instances, fathers sought to provide their children with matr’'culas. Felipe
Espinosa, a migrant from the state of San Luis Potos’, wanted his twodaxeasoys to acquire
Mexican citinzeship papess.Lorenzo Magdaleno, on the otheartd, took it upon himself to
REWDLQ D PDWUtFXOD +H ZURWH WR WKH 6DQ 'LHIJR FRQVXO
ZKROHKHDUWHGO\ HPEUDFH WKH QDWLRQDOLW\ RI P\ SDUHC
following the rule of law, which stipated that children of Mexican nationals born in the United
States held dual nationality, but were required to declare their preference once they turned eighteen
in order to conserve their Mexican nationatityRepatriates were able to obtain a matr’culd an
make claims to U.S. citizens. For example, a few months after receiving his matr’cula, Lorenzo
obtained proof of U.S. citizenship from the immigration officials in San Ysidro, San Biego.
Mexican citizenship papers, moreover, did not except -bo1 Mexcans from their
responsibilities as U.S. citizens. Mexican officials consistently notified migrant parents that
obtaining Mexican citizenship papers did not except their children from enlisting or fighting in the

8QLWHG 6WDWHVY DUPHG VHUYLFHYV

59 Enrique Ferreira, consul at San Diego, California, to consul general at San Francisco, California, May 20, 1929,
Expediente 1¥68-8, SRE.

60 Felipe Espinosa to Secretario de Relaciones Exteriores, September 24, 1929, Exiyedi@di#4, SRE.

61 Enrique Ferreira, consul at San Diego, California, to Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, June 18, 1931,
Expediente 1¥342-46, SRE.

62 Enrique Ferreira, consul at San Diego, California, to Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, June 18, 1931,
Expediente 1¥342-46, SRE.



IfmatrcuODV KHOSHG LGHQWLI\ LQGLYLGXDOV DV OH[LFDQ FL
RU FHUWLILFDWH RI UHVLGHQF\ ZDV LQWHQGHG WR GLIIHUHQ
and thus worthy of state support and recent migrants. The Mexican goverissied this
document to migrants who had resided in the United States for more than six months and enabled
repatriates to import a range of items without paying an import tax. Teeatygbnumber of items
varied,but often included automobiles, tractdos agricultural work, domestic animals, pianos,
music players, clothing, and food. Relocating to another country was a burdensome task and
migrants worked to increase the amount and number of items that they could return with. For
example, the consul atedver, Colorado worked with the SRE and the general customs office to
allow repatriates to bring four tires with them. In the United States, the consul reasoned, migrants
could purchase refurbished tires cheaply for just four or five dollars. Theseieegrdte consul
H[ISODLQHG ZHUH YLWDO WR HQVXUH PLJUDQWVY @RQJ MRXU
In addition to issuing these documents, consular officials wrote countless letters of
introduction. Addressed to civil and military officials aell as custom authorities, these letters
ZHUH LQWHQGHG WR DLG UHSDWULDWHVY HQWU\ LQWR OHJ[LF
OH[LFRYV FLYLO DQG PLOLWDU\ DXWKRULWLHV WKDW )UDQFL)
three children, wer repatriated with aid from local charity organizations. Because they were
OLPLWHG LQ UHVRXUFHVY WKH FRQVXO WKDQNHG OHBLFRYV RI
In another letter, the Los Angeles consul notified the custom authorities thatNMaroz would

be traveling to Mexico with four trunks of clothing, which were donated tesher.

63 Memoria de la Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores, Agosto de 1930 a Julio d8RE31,

64 Joel Qui—ones, Los Angeles cdriXO WR 3WR ZKRP LW PD\ FRQFHUQ 23BIXJX¥ W ([
Angeles consulAsuntos de Proteccipiugust 1930, SRE.

65 -RHO 4XLxRQHV /RV $QJHOHV FRQVXO WR 3WR ZKRP LW-32-DNIBKRQFHUQ " '
Angeles casul,Asuntos de Proteccigiugust 1930, SRE.
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Planning for Re-Entry

Consular officials used meetings, personal correspondences, and announcements in the
Spanishlanguage press to inform migrants about the process of returning to Mexico as well as the
need to acquire documents to aid their potenti@ntey into the Unitedbtates. An official at the
IRV $QJHOHV FRQVXO IRU H[DPSOH LQIRUPHG WKH PLJUDQ
necessary to receive a copy or testimony of your legal entrance [into the United States] before you
depart for Mexico, in order to facDWH \RXU UHWXUQ HQWU\ WR WKH 8QL
important that consular officials indicated the date and locatiolrPPEa) UD QW TV HQWU\ LQWR
States on each and every single matr'esil/hile it is not clear when consular officials began
doing this, it was common practice by 1929. Moreover, after February 12, 1931, the SRE
recommended that consular officials include an English translation for each matr’cula.

In addition to this documeénconsular officials helped migrants locate lost documents,
instructed them to obtain letters from landlords and employers, and wrote both specific and generic
letters of introduction. The head tax was one of the most important documents. When cressing th
border, migrants paid a head tax to U.S. immigration officials which functioned as a receipt and
FRQILUPHG RQHYY GDWH DQG SODFH RI OHJDO -taQ¥c¢éipt. +RZHY |
Pablo Padilla, for example, notified the Los Angeles ¢ WKDW KH GLG QRW KDYH K
GRFXPHQWYV "~ 8VLQJ 3DGLOODYYV GDWH RI HQWU\ WKH FRQVX
3DVR 7H[DV WR UHTXHVW SURRI RI WKLV P Ldd ié€)}Vétfevs OHJID O

to U.S. immigraion authorities stationed at the various entry points, consular officials indicated a

66 Enrique Ferreira, consul at San Diego, California, to subecretario encargado del despacho de relaciones exteriores,
April 29, 1929, Expediente M03-27, SRE.

67 El official mayor, Secretaria de Relaciortegeriores, to Fernando Alatorre, consul at San Bernardino, February

12, 1931, Expediente F342-56, SRE.

68 Enrique Bravo, vicec—nsul at Los Angeles, California, to Pablo Padilla, October 30, 1929, Expedititdl |V

Los Angeles consulAsuntos de Prefccion 1929 to 1930, SRE.
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PLJUDQWYYVY SODFH DQG GDWH RI HQWU\ DV ZHOO DV WKH QXP
migrant. When the exact date was unknown, they provided a window of terdates, such as
January 20 to 23, 1919 for Santos Mendez and April 1923 for JosZ Santillan.

Officials at Mexican consuls also instructed the Mexican community to obtain letters from
Americans. In 1930, the general consul at El Paso, Texas notifidcbsh&ngeles consul that
Mexicans were arriving to the border without a letter of recommendation from their employer that
attested to their time in the United States. To correct this error, the consul general asked consular
officials to inquire with the loal newspapers about periodically publishing a note which would
direct migrants to obtain a letter of recommendation from their employer and landlords as well as
receipts for items they had purchased KHVH OHWWHUV VKRXOG LQGAFDWH P
United States. As it had in the pasd Opinionpublished a note from the consul to the Mexican
community. To facilitate executing these documents, the consul general provided the consul at
Yuma, Arizona with a copy of the form they provided for thosiing letterszo Miguel Venegas,
who returned to Mexico for a short trip in the early 1930s and again from 1940 to 1942 received
letters from his landlord and from Monarch food distributars.

As we might expect, consular officials also provided migravitis letters that attested to
WKHLU WLPH LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYV ,Q DGGLWLRQ KRZH’
FKDUDFWHU -RHO 4XLXxRQHVY OHWWHUV IRU OU DQG OUV -1
HIDPSOHV 37KLV LNhaveRknéwh MW and Mg KIDNdrberto Mirano for over five

\HDUV DV UHVLGHQWYV RI WKH FLW\ RI *OHQGDOH ~ WKH OHJL

L L L |
69 Joel Qui—ones, vicec—nsul at Los Angeles, California @pini—nAugust 28, 1930, Expediente-31-1-1, Los
Angeles consulAsuntos de Proteccipiugust 1930, SRE.

70 L. Medina Barr—n, consul general at El Paso, Texasnsul at Yuma, Arizona, September 11, 1930, Expediente
IV-263-89, SRE.

71 See Box 5Yenegas Family Papers, 099, Department of Archives and Special Collections, William H. Hannon
Library, Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles, California
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ZKRP LW PD\ FRQFHUQ "~ 1RUEHUWR OLUDQR ZDV LQ WKH ZRL
and hoHVW SHUVRQ DQG KDUG ZRUNLQJ "~ 7KHVH WUDLWYV HPSR:
WR WKH YHUDFLW\ RI DQ\ LQIRUPDWLRQ WKDW KHnR®\ JLYH |
letter for Juan L—pez, Joel Qui—ones noted that he entered the UréethBtagh El Paso, Texas
on March 23, 1924. Juan resided, the letter affirmed, in the United States from his time of entry.
7TKH FRQVXO FORVHG WKLV EULHI OHWWHU E\ DIITLUPLQJ LWV
of assistance to him,espFLDOO\ LQ PDWWHUV RI LPPLLdUDWLRQ WR WKH
Lastly, migrants received letters from consular officials that stipulated they were merely
YLVLWLQJ DQG QRW UHORFDWLQJ WR OH[LFR 37KH EHDUHU |
-LPHQHJRZ4K/ JRLQJ WR 7LMXDQD IRU WKH SXUSRVH RI VKRZL
Pesqueira wrote to Clifford Perkins, the inspector in charge at the U.S. immigration department in
San Ysidro, California. The professor entered the United States in 191%adrall the proper
SDSHUZRUN 7KH FRQVXO DVNHG WKH LPPLIJUDWLRQ RIILFLDC
FDQ JR WR 7LMXDQD DQG WiWWiIlthisyist i FoRaXxsPeciBid purhds, Othién
trips were much more open ended. Faaragle, JosZ Moreno, a member of the confederation of
OH[LFDQ VRFLHWLHY ZKR KDG UHVLGHG LQ /RV $QJHOHV IRU
YDFDWLRQ LQ ORZHU &DOLIRUQLD “~ +H FDUULHG ZLWK KLP 30
time in theUnited States. The Mexican consul at Los Angeles asked the U.S. immigration inspector

DW 6DQ <VLGUR &DOLIRUQLD WR DVVLVW ORWHQR LQ 3FURVYV

NI A RRRAT I py|

2F. A.Pesque UD FRQVXO DW /RV $QJHOHV WR 3WR ZKRP LW PRI-IFRQFHUQ ~ $.
Los Angeles consulsuntos de Proteccioiugust 1930, SRE.

73-RHO 4XLxRQHV RIILFLDO DW /RV $QJHOHV FRQVXO WRieAWIR3Z-KRP LW PD
1-1, Los Angeles consuhsuntos de Proteccioiugust 1930, SRE.

74 F. A. Pesqueira, consul at Los Angeles, to Mr. Clifford Perkins, inspector in charge, U.S. immigration department,

San Ysidro, California, August 22, 1930, Expediente8IV1-1, Los Angeles consuAsuntos de Proteccioiugust

1930, SRE.

75 F. A. Pesqueiraconsul at Los Angeles, to U.S. immigration inspector, San Ysidro, California, August 22, 1930,

IV-31-1-1, Los Angeles consusuntos de Proteccipiugust 1930, SRE.
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Conclusion

This chapter contributes to scholarship on repatriatiogitiating migrant families within
a transnational context. It conceptualizes migrants as Mexican citizens and examines their
interactions with the Mexican state. By doing this, it is possible to examine their desires and agency
and avoid producing narra#s that privilege the actions and policies of U.S. officials. While some
migrants were deported and others were coerced into returning to Mexico, many left voluntarily.
As | demonstrate, they wrote to consular officials, government agencies, and the rMexica
president in hopes of acquiring free passage to the-NMeSico border. They were often
GLVFRXUDJHG E\ WKH OH[LFDQ VWDWH Y V-Megido Bdar@et. BitheW R W U D
way, these letters show the ways in which Mexican migrants carefaltd narratives to secure
rights as Mexican citizens and that they desired to return to Mexico.

By detailing the consuls labor and migra&ainsular correspondence during the economic
crisis it becomes apparent that for many Mexicans repatriation waannmplanned and haste
return. In fact, Mexican consuls created an entire infrastructure to disseminate knowledge and
papers and functioned as intermediaries between migrant communities and the U.S. and Mexican
state. As the details of the matr'cula dexstoates, consular officials simultaneously disseminated
information about entering Mexico and returning to the United States. In addition to citizenship
papers and the certificate of residency, migrants acquired proof of their residency in the United
Staes and legal entry.

7KLV KLVWRU\ RI SDSHU WUDLOV LV QRW LQWHQGHG WHF
Mexicans during the Great Depression or the ways in which Mexican migrants became

increasingly associated with illegality after the Immigration Att1924. Rather, it seeks to



contribute to this narrative by carefully exploring the relationship between Mexican migrants and
Mexican consuls. As Mexican citizens, migrants were able to accumulate a range of papers, which
they hoped would allow them taass the border. Movement across the border and in both
directions, | show, was facilitated and not hindered by consular officials. In short, migrants were
not passive victims of repatriation and did their best to leverage their Mexican citizetisajyie

Four and Chapteri¥e explore the agency of migrants and migrant families by examining the role
of the families during the economic crisis and the efforts of U.S. citizens to make claims to U.S.

citizenship from within Mexico.
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Chapter 4
The Family and the Great Depression
Mexican consuls played an important role in the repatriation process. The movement of
hundreds of thousands of Mexicana/hether through coercion, pressure, or their own voliion
would not have been possible withoue tharticipation of the Mexican government. The state
provided repatriates with a range of documents and sometimes transpotiatidid very little to
help them rentegrate into Mexican society. Whikeholarsof repatriation| RF XV RQ WKH VWL
colonization efforts, it is important to note thide majority of repatriates did not participate in
these state led resettlement projects. Abraham Hoffman estimates that only five percent of all
UHSDWULDWHYV SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ W Kidje€sd MHI® Rresident HU Q P H (
/[IIDUR &IUGHQDVY DGPLQLVWU RstiveRsfate DAHNiSidlD ekbhnedWtRe EH S U
availability of land and visited the United &8? repatriation was never a majpriority. The
Ctrdenas administration initiatdda Colonia Agricola 18 de Marzo in Tamaulipabut this
colonization projectvas rather small and poorly financed. In short, a focus on state policy and
statemigrant relations provides an important, but incomplete portrait of repatriation.
The familyplayeda cential role throughout the repatriation process. We know from both
Mexican and U.S. historians that two thirds of those who were repatriated traveled as members of
a family and that from 1929 to 1934 children of migrants accounted for forty percent of ttise wh
returned to Mexica.Despite the prominence of the family, historians of repatriation have not used
the family or even generation as a category of analysis. This chapter utilizes oral histories

conducted with repatriates during the 1970s, the scholaasiipethnographic notes of scholars

1 Abraham HoffmanUnwanted Mexican Americans in the Great Depression: Repatriatiessires, 19292939
(Tucson, Arizona: The University of Arizona Press, 1974).
2 Ibid
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writing and working in the 1930s, and the writings of repatriates themselves to narrate how the
family operated during the Great Depression. | demonstrate that family members helped repatriates
decide whether or not t@turn to Mexico, provided temporary and sgrarmanent housing for
those that returned, and, in some cases, employment opportunities and other forms of support. It
was the family that provided the necessary infrastructure to accommodate repatriatesnChildr
and youth born and raised in the United States were central actioisprocess. When examining
the experience of migrant children, repatriation scholars tendhighlight their negative
experiences in Mexico and theaffinity for the United States3XVKLQJ DJDLQVW VFk
LOQOWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI WKLV FRKRUW DV FXOWXUDO PLVILWYV
simultaneously feel distance and affinity towards living and residing in Mexigtmre
LPSRUWDQWO\ , |IRFXMWyB@owétWedhRAKI& iAW dnd MeKda® ibstitutions
and people. Framing migrant children in this manner makes it possible to conceptualize them as
active and productive individuals who ctht EXWHG WR W Kielng. Tidy&heO thelsé ] ZH O C
transnatioal strategies illustrate how repatriates worked with and relied on family members on
both sides of the U.9vexico border to weather the Great Depression.
Deciding to Return

As Chapter Tiree demonstrates, repatriates traveled to Mexico in large groitgs,in
several cars that included numerous families and friends. Like moving to Mexico, deciding to
return was a collective process. Migrants consulted with relatives in the United States and in their
hometowns. Oral histories, ethnographic notes, amcegpondence with government officials

JLYH XV D JOLPSVH LQWR PLJUDQWVY PHPRULHY DQG H[SHUL

3 See HoffmanUnwanted Mexican Americankinda C. Noel Debating American Identity: Southwestern
Statehood and Mexican Immigratifucson: University of Arizona Press, 2014); Camille Gu&onzales,
Mexican Workers and American Dreams: Immigration, Repatriation, and California Farm Labor1939(New
Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1994).
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Depression for an oral history conducted in 1971, Theresa Mart'nez Southard recalled how her
father decided to return tonsultation with his sister. Her uncle was very much opposed to this
decision and stayed in Riverside to watch over the Marfindames The relatives of one
repatriate encouraged him to return to Penjamo, Guanajuato to start a business. He could, they
OSWLPLVWLFDOO\ VSHFXODWHG 30LYH MHEWeverHNEYE sRurceR XU G D
do not tell us much about the actual process. In this regards, the history and personal
correspondence of the Venegas family provide a rare andeunjgporturty to reconstruct one
I D P L @acision to stay or return to Mexieo.

Dolores and Miguel were born in Zapotlanejo, a small town located in Los Altos de Jalisco.
This predominately agricultural region was made up of mestizos and by the early tweanttatly
became a migrargending region.They wed in 1919 and the following year had their first boy,
whom they named JosZ Miguel. On February 22, 1921 Dolores gave birth to Ricardo, their second
son. One year later Miguel, Dolores and their two childnewed into their new home. Here, they
welcomed Guillermo on April 9, 1924 and Eduardo on May 10, 1926. The family enjoyed a

FRPIRUWDEOH H[LVWHQFH OLJXHO RSHUDWHG D SURILWDEO

4 Theresa Mart'nez Sduard, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 1, 1971, Mexican American

Community History Project, The Center for Oral and Public History, California State University, Fullerton,

Fullerton, California (Hereafter, MACHP, CSUF, Fullerton, California).

5-DPHV &DUO *LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR RI WKH OH[LFDQ 5HSDW
Southern California, 1934).

6 Migrant correspondence played a central role in the development of U.S ratioridhistory. There is a robu

secondary literature oiuropean migrarietter writing as well as archival collections. Yegspite the longistory

RI PLJUDWLRQ IURP WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHVYT VRXWKHUQ QHLJKERU WKHUH
letters. In recent yearkjstorians have beguo collect, preserve, and write about Mexican migrants and letter

writing. The Venegas Family Papexgre opened in 201For more on this collection and migrant letter writing see

5RPHR *X]PiQ 37KH 7TUDQVQDWLRQDO /LIH DQG /HW WTH&HNstBry avtkeH 9HQHJIDV
Family, Vol. 21, 3 (2016) For more on Mexican migrants and letter writieg $\na Elrabeth Rosag#\brazando el

Esp’ritu: Bracero Families Confront the U-Blexico Border(Oakland, California: University of California Press,

2014) andMiroslava Chivez*DUFtDV FXUUHQW UHVHDUFK SURMHFW 30LJUDQW /RQJL!
BorderlaQGV ~ ZKLFK LV EDVHG RQ KHU IDPLO\fV OHWWHUV IURP WKH Y,

7 David FitzgeraldA Nation of Emigrants: How Mexico Manages its Migrat{Berkeley, Los Angeles, London;

University of California Pres£009).
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parents and siblings lived nearby, aldKH\ DOO IUHTXHQWHG WKH WRZQYV F
would all quickly change.

SBUHVLGHQW 3O0XWDUFR (OtDV &ol@iCaHArtiIdd bf BhMeXicAW R HQ IR
Constitution of 1917 led to the Cristero Rebellion (1926 to 1929), an armeliccbetween
church and state. These Articles sought to ban religious primary schools, prohibit the church from
owning property, and subordinate the church and clergy to the Mexican state. Devout Catholics in
the western states of Mexico organized, pretsand eventually formed armed milite8s a
PHPEHU RI 38QLR&cEREK @IIGivus organization based in Guadalajara that was
connected to the National League for the Defense of Religious Libartg a resident of the small
town of ZapotlanejoMiguel Venegas was quickly engulfed in this conflict. He attended meetings,
distributed propaganda at his general grocery store,fan@ short periodformed part of the
armed insurgents.

There, in the hills of Los Altos, Miguel was charged with legda group of armed
followers:3:HOO HDFK RQH FDUULHG KLV VPDOO SLVWRO KLV VP
GHIHQG UHOLJLRQ \RX NQRZ" HIFHSW WiBacknZ&poQaHeyoH U KD G
the local government closed down hisigeal store, and froze his assets. To make matters worse,
WKH OH[LFDQ VWDWH IRXQG D IHUYHQW VXSSRUWHU LQ 5RVDL

intensified, Miguel had two viable options: wait and engage the state in armed conflict or migrate

80DWWKHZ %XWOHU 37KH |adNokihd Bnd the&Cudterd/RebdIRon inighodctin, 1927

Journal of Latin American Studiegpl. 31, No. 3 (1999)Matthew Butler,Popular Piety and Political Identity in

OH[LFRYV &ULVWHUR 5H E HO(OAfdRIQOxLdFKeRL) Z00Q)ennie PurnellPopular Movements

and State Formation in Revolutionary Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros of Michd@eirham, North

Carolina: Duke University Press, 1999 XOLD * <RXQJ 3&ULVWHUR 'LDVSRUD OH[LFDQ ,PP
Catholic Chur DQG OH[LFRTV &U-LV Whd G&Rhol2 Historical Review/ol. 98, No. 2 (2012);

Julia G. YoungMexican Exodus: Emigrants, Exiles, and Refugees of the Cristero@édord University Press,

2015).

9 Quoted in Mar'a Teresa Venegdenegasl etters Home: Mexican Exile Correspondence from Los Angeles; 1927

1932 (Los Angeles: Self Publishe@012), 13.
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to the United States. While Miguel was a devout Catholic throughout this life, he did not want to
EH UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WD N&tQke mdoROAtholits duikgPtBifdeviodd hd H
probably would have desired to defy the state through everydaynsdnstead of armed
rebellioni1 The local context, however, forced Miguel into a much more radical position. From
camp, hecorresponded wittbolores and she and their four boys joined him. Together, they
journeyed north to Aguascalientes where theydbstithat Dolores and the children would take a
train to Guadalajara and Miguel would continue north, to the United States.
Miguel crossed through the port of El Paso, Texas on May 17, 1927 and proceeded west,
to Los Angeles, California, where he waited his family:s 7KH IROORZLQJ 6HSWHPEHU
father Silviano escorted her and her four children to Los Angeles. As in Mexico, Miguel continued
to work as businessman. Shortly, after their arrival he bought a grocery store. Separated from their
kin 2 paentsgrandparents, brothetsicles, sisteraunts, and nephewsusing the Venegas
family used correspondences, handwritten letters and photographs, to maintain communication
and form a transnational family. Miguel mainly wrote to his father Juan Versgh$rother
JUDQFLVFR ZKLOH "RORUHV FRUUHVSRQG Hupe Brie g0 widtel T X H Q W
to her parents, herbrother ODZ J)UDQFLVFR DQG KHU KXVEDQGYTV SDUHQ\
uncles and aunts. Collectively, these letter n&fid WKH IDPLO\fV H[SHULHQFH ZLWK
By 1930, the Venegas family felt the effects of the depression. In a letter to his father,

Miguel noted that there was very little work, which had a direct impact on the sales of the store.

10 Mar'a Teresa Venegagenegasl etters Home: Mexican Exile Correspondence from Los Angeles; 115827

(Los Angeles: Self Publishe@012), 13.

1 0DWWKHZ %XWOHU 37KH p/LEHUDOY &ULVWHUR /DGLVODR ODROLQD DQG !
Journal of Latin American Studi&ol. 31, No. 3 (1999).

12 Mar'a Teresa Venegaketters Home: Mexican Exile Correspondence from Los Anged2%:1932(Los

Angeles: Self Published, 2012).

30LIJXHO 9HQHJIDVY +HDG 7D[ %R] 9HQHJIDV )DPLO\ 3DSHUV '"HSDUWEF
Collections, William H. Hannon Library, Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles, California (Hereafter VFP,

Los Angeles, California).
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Since manyransactions were done through credit, clients were unable to settle their aegeounts.
$FFRUGLQJ WR OLJXHO ZRUN ZDV VFDUFH 1=sHNeRQ MRuel WKH 3V
claimed that on trips to downtown white Americans askedfbr money. In Februgrl931, he
noted that he received a bad check for the amount of sixty dollars, the equivalent of more than

LQ WRG D\ Vo @dRénmaddis\Wvorse, the general hostility towards Mexicans added
to the lack of employment opportunities. In the samentimoMiguel informed his father that
GHWHFWLYHV VHDUFKHG IRU 3LOOHJDO” OH[LFDQV WR GHSRUYV
population, including those with visas, like the Venegas family. While we know from the
secondary literature that thisfat was short lived, it succeeded in scaring the Mexican
community.

In addition to keeping his father abreast of the crisis, Miguel used personal correspondence
to weight his options and to solicit adviokt the outset of 1931, Miguel became aware of an
opportunity to acquire land in newly irrigated lands in Baja California. He was under the
impression that this was a public venture by the Mexican governm&mhonth later, he told his
father that the venture was private and not public and that repaxges of the project had yet to
come to Los Angeles. These new developments did not discourage Miguel. Indeed, he invited his
father to meet him in Tijuana to look at the land and to spend a few days in Los Anyeéedo
QRW NQRZ WKH |DowW khel ab§ence ¢l ths irapasiion in letters written shortly after

indicate that Miguel decided against the idea.

14 Translations for Venegas correspondence provided by author unless indicated. Miguel to Juan Venegas, March 6,
1930, Box 1, VFP, Los Angeles, California.

15 Miguel to Juan Venegas, January 29, 1931, Box 1, VFP, Los Angeles, Qalffdouble check)

16 Miguel to Juan Venegas, March 14, 1931, Box 1, VFP, Los Angeles, California.

17 Miguel to Juan Venegas, February 17, 1931, Box 1, VFP, Los Angeles, California.

18 Miguel to Juan Venegas, April 10, 1931, Box 1, VFP, Los Angélafifornia.

! "#$



As the summer arrived, another transnational possibility presented itself. Trino Alvarez, a
Los Angeles resident and godson of Juan Vesiegféered to trade properties. In exchange for two
KRPHVY OLJXHO ZRXOG JLYH 7ULQR D S WHUUHQR ~ D SORW R |
Alvarez family was familiar with this terreno and Miguel was in Los Angeles, both parties would
have knonQ WKH SURSHUWLHYV XQGHU FRQVLGHUDWLRQ ORUHRY
Mexico and Trino himself would return if he ran out of wesklJltimately, Miguel informed his
father that he decided not to trade the properties. Trino owed too muchhamoeze and Miguel
feared that with so many Mexicans returning to Mexico it would have been difficult to find
renterco OLJXHO DOVR FRQVLGHUHG RSHQLQJ XS D EDNHU\
correspondences do not propose transnational land ventures etfeyheless served a similar
function. In a letter to her fathém-law, she noted thatthekFRPSDGUH"™ -RVp DQG KLV H(
departed for the capital of Mexico. JosZ informed Miguel and Dolores that everyday things were
getting worse and that theli@uld not return to Mexico.

In the spring of 1932, Miguel took a quick trip to Zapotlanejo to evaluate local conditions.
The family decided to remain in Los Angeles, but they reconsidered in the late219809839,
Miguel corresponded with his brotheFFancisco and Agustin, who were both engaged in
commerce. Francisco informed his brother that a bus company with service from Guadalajara to
ORUHOLD OLFKRDFiIiQ ZDV ORRNLQJ IRU LQYHVWRUV %XW KF

shot, whenyouarriv H FDQ VHH ZKDW ZRXOG EH DGYDQWDJHRXV <RX

LU L L |

19 Miguel to Juan Venegas, June 24, 1931, Box 1, VFP, Los Angeles, California.

20 Miguel to Juan Venegas, September 21, 1931, Box 1, VFP, Los Angeles, California.

wIMiguel to Juan Venegas, April 22, 1932, Box 1, VFP, Los Angeles, Califbrnia.

%WVhile most repatriation occurred in the early 1930s, Mexicans considered returning in the late 1930s.
23 Francisco to Miguel Venegas, August 29, 1939, Box 2, VFP, Los Angeles, California.
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Arriving with Family

In addition to helping migrants decide whether to stay in the United States or return to
Mexico, family members in Mexico housed those who returned. Durifdy\iierk for his 1933
PDVWHUTYV WKHVLYVY -DPHV & *LOEHUW IRXQG WKDW WKH PDM
their homes villages. Ninety percent of the repatriates who returned to Penjamo, Guanajuato, for
example, had relatives who residedtle city24 Fernando Sacel Alan’siéiso found a similar
dynamic forSan Luis Potosls Correspondence between U.S. charity organizations, U.S. consular
officials, local Mexican government officials, and relatives in both Mexico and the United States
confirm the important role of relatives in Mexico. In an effort to remove families composed of
Mexican nationals and U.S. citizens from relief rolls, country charities asked U.S. consuls to locate
and solicit funds from parents, siblings, and other family memlRRetatives in Mexico
consistently expressed their inability to financially support their loved ones living in the United
States. Writing to the Pasadena Welfare Bureau in California from Guadalajara, Consul George
+ LQWHUV QRWHG W K KW QR UWHIGHFIP\RHM WERDIQVIVLIDWHG E\ W
D VLQJOH LQVWDQFH LQ ZKLFK UHODWLYHYV LQ OH[LERKR PDLOH
While unsuccessful in their effort to place the financial cost associated with relief onto families in
Mexico, relatives did provide the necessary infrastructure to accommodate those who returned to

Mexico. Indeed, siblings, parents, and extended family provided repatriates with one of the most

24* LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~

25 Fernando Sacel Alan’s Encis¢ HIJUHVR D FDVD OD UHSDWULDFLYyQ GH PH[LFDQRV HQ
depresi—n el caso de San Luis Potos’,-1929" LE3tudios de Historia Moderna y Contemportnea de MZxico

eds. Marcela Terrazas y Basar(tddZxico, Universidad Nacional Autema de MZxico: Instituto de Inestigaciones

Hist—ricas, 2005).

26 George H. Winters, consul at Guadalajara, to Mrs. C. Shugg, Pasadena Welfare Bureau, September 9, 1936, Box

3, Record Group 84, Guadalajara Consulate, 1936 to 1949, Records of ForeignBmstaaa the Department of

State, National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, Maryland (Hereafter, RG 84, NARA, College

Park, MD).
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valuable resources: a place to take sheitefhe experiencesfdhe Casta—eda, Mart'nez, and
Terriquez families provide three poignant examples.

The Casta—eda family, like many others formed during the 1920s and 1930s, was composed
of both Mexican nationals and U.S. citizens. Natividad was born in Ciudad Lerdmdouvehile
his wife, Gregoria, appears to have been born in San Luis Potos’. In 1924, Gregoria gave birth to
Francisco, their first child. Two years later, she gave birth to Emilia, their second and last child.
Both of the Casta—eda children were citizém®ugh birthright. Together, the family lived in a
house on Folsom street in a neighborhood composed on Chinese, Japanese, and Jewish families.
Their godparents living in the backhouse.

Natividad learned stonemasonry from his father in Mexico and s1Armgeles worked
laying brick and manipulating stone. During the Great Depression, Natividad was unable to find
work and thus stayed home cooking, cleaning, and keeping house, while Gregoria worked as a
domestic in west Los Angeles. While the family reeeilothing and food from county charities
they struggled to stay afloat and were forced to move on four different occasions, most likely to
find a cheaper place to rent. If times were difficult for the family, they soon became tragic. On
May 20, 1934, Grgoria died of tuberculosis and left Natividad to care for Francisco and Emilia,
who who were approximately ten and eight years old, respectively. With his wife gone, Natividad
decided to return to Mexico. The family boarded a train at Union Station aadel®for El Paso,

7TH[DV )URP WKHUH WKH\ KHDGHG WR *yPH] 3DODFLR 'XUDQJ

27 (QFLVR 35HJUHVR D FDVD °

28 Emilia Casta—eda de Valenciana, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, FeBduang March 9, 1972, MACHP,
CSUF, Fullerton, California.

29 Emilia Casta—eda de Valenciana, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, February 24 and March 9, 1972, MACHP,
CSUF, Fullerton, California.
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,Q OH[LFR 1DWLYLGDGYV FRXVLQ 6DOYDGRU ZHOFRPHG V
KRPH :LWK 6DOYDGRUYV ZLIH W KU H He BriR\avail&b@ Gow, kKherel H JL U C
was very little space for the Casta—eda family and they were forced to sleep outside. Indeed, they
had a difficult time making a new home for themselves and consistently relied on family for
shelter. While a chronology is diiX OW WR HVWDEOLVK WKH IDPLO\ OLYHC
Lerdo, Durango, with another relative in Bucareli, just north of G—mez Palacio, and with Chal'o
and Placida in an unidentified locatien.

7KH ODUWtQH] IDPLO\ DOVR Danht avErer@vdadmobDsd) Fhid aly, Y HTV \
which consisted of fifteen children, left their home in Casa Blanca, a migrant enclave of Riverside,
&DOLIRUQLD LQ 7KH\ UHWXUQHG WR 7RUUHYQ ZKHUH 7K
UHVLGHG 7KHUcbiveD the famiyQtevheZ Home and provided them with one of her
rooms. Taking advantage of the warm weather and to maximize space, some of the family slept
outside, under the stars A couple who returned to the small village of Etcecaro, Michoactn also
found themselves sharing small and humble quarters. Because there was only one bed, family
members slept on straw mats and on the bare foor.

Living with relatives enabled repatriates to live rent free, to overcome job insecurity and
instability, and to pol their collective resources. This was the case with the Terriquez family, who
left New York City in 1931. Juan Terriquez, a Mexican national, met and married Marrion Cordero

in New York City, where they had four childrenFrom 1927 to 1930, Juan worked a metal

30 Emilia Casta—eda de Valenciana, interviewed by Christalentiana, February 24 and March 9, 1972, MACHP,
CSUF, Fullerton, California.

31 Theresa Mart'nez Southard, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 1, 1971, MACHP, CSUF, Fullerton,
California.

2*LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~

33 Marrion Terriquezo Mr. Harry N. Hirsch, assistant commissioner, Department of Social Welfare, September 5,
1934, (date on document, likely written earlier), Box 1R&cord Group 59, General Records of the Department of
State, National Archives and Records Administrati@ollege Park, Maryland (Hereafter, RG 59, NARA, College

Park, MD).
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polisher at the Soss Manufacturing Company in New York City, where he earnetierdyllars
SHU ZHHN ,Q KH ZDV XQDEOH WR ILQG ZRUN D@ WKH IC
By the summer of 1931 the family decided to return texMo. With assistance from charity
organizations and family member, Marrion and Juan, and their four children, beggauirey
to Guadalajara. When they arrived\feracruz, theysold WKHLU FORWKLQJ IMQG 3RWK
order to finance their tripotMexico City. The Mexican government provided passage from the
capital to the city of Guadalajasga./LNH PDQ\ UHSDWULDWHYV WKH\ DUULYHC
parents, who also housed his siblingd.iving under one roof, the family put together their
CROOHFWLYH HDUQLQJV -XDQTV \RXQJHU EURWKHU )HOLSH
one peso per day. Salvador was a traveling salesman for a match factory based in Ciudad Guzmin,
Jalisco and earned three pesos per day. Single and withoueohidrgave his parents part of his
incomes7 Shortly after they arrived, Juan began working at the Chapala Electric Company, where
he earned two pesos and fifty cents per @aihe family struggled throughout the early 1930s,
but eventually moved into threown apartment.

Whether it was the loss of a job or death of an individual, these families returned to Mexico
under difficult circumstances. In Mexico, they continued to struggle. While housing was not a

panacea, it was essential to their survival aglgdd ease their integration.

34 American Consulate, Guadalajara, to Secretary of State, August 20, 1934, BoRG29, NARA, College

Park, MD.

35 Marrion Terriquez to Mr. Harry N. Hirsch, assistant commissionepament of Social Welfare, September 5,
1934, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD

36 Harry A. Havens, acting chief of Foreign Service Administration, to JosZ Cordero Junior, July 26, 1932, Box
1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD

37 Raleigh A. Gibson, Anerican consul at Guadalajara to Secretary of State, April 4, 1932, Box 1247, RG 59,
NARA, College Park, MD.

38 Raleigh A. Gibson, American consul at Guadalajara to Secretary of State, April 4, 1932, Box 1247, RG 59,
NARA, College Park, MD.



Children and Youth during the Great Depression

Scholars working in Mexico and the United States consistently note that migrant children
with U.S. citizenship accounted for approximately forty percent otphtriates. Yet, rather than
interrogate citizenship or frame their studies around the family, historians tend to focus on
UHSDWULDWHG FKLOGUHQYV H[SHULHQFHYV LQ DQG VHQWLPFE
wrote about repatriation in 1974 arguecdt titeey viewed Mexico as a foreign land. Linda Noel, in
her study of Arizona, focuses solely on their difficult adjustmefitis limited perspective of
FKLOGUHQ ERUQ RU UDLVHG LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV UHIOHF
generéion. According to Chicano/a scholars, this cohort was committed to civil rights and first
FODVV FLWL]J]HQVKLS DQG VRXJKW D SODFH ZLWKLQ WKH 8 6 ¢
the United States and distance from Mexico, scholars workingepattriation seek to further
GHPRQVWUDWH WKH QHJDWLYH RXWFRPHV RI UHSDWULDWLRQ
and efforts to repatriate Mexican migrant families, including U.S. citizens, should not be
minimized. However, the manner inhweh scholars frame this cohort limits our ability to
understand their time in Mexico, their agency, and their own role within their families, in both
Mexico and the United States.

A more careful understanding of the ways in which Mexicans experiencidnran the
United States and the role of Mexican enclaves in shaping daily life, shifts our understanding of

LGHQWLW\ IRUPDWLRQ DPRQJ PLJUDQW FKLOGUHQ ,QGHHG |

39 See HoffmanUnwanted Mexican Americansloel, Debating American IdentityGuerinGonzalesMexican
Workers and American Dreanis. his article on San Luis Potos’, Sacel Alan’s Enciso argues that despite some
challenges, particularly with Spanish, migrant children asthpather quickly to their new homes. Enciso does not,
however, provide us with a close examination of this process or situate children within a transnational context. See
JHUQDQGR 6D~0 $0DQtV (QFLVR 3:5HJUHVR D FDVD ~
40 Benny Jr. AndrZs Jr makes a sim#@gument in his study of farm workers in the Imperial Valley during the

V 6 hhWsiBle Borders: Repatriation and Colonization of Mexican Migrant workers along the California
%RUGHUODQGV GGaliftraial Histety/ ol. 88\(2011).
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challenges earlier, nationalist interpretations. Bowy on sport, JosZ M. Alamillo demonstrates

that by working with the Confederaci—n Deportiva Mexicana (CDM) during the 1930s, the
Mexican Athletic Association of Southern California (MAASC) provided youth with transnational
opportunities to compete in sppW DQG FRQQHFWHG WKHP WR #pRrHPHUJL
$ODPLOOR B3EHFRPLQJ OH[LFDQ $PHULFDQ DQG EHFRPLQJ OH]
ZLWKLQ 0&mé& biography of AmZrico Paredes, one of the first Chicano scholars, Ram—n
Sald'varad XHVY WKDW 3DUHGHV HVSRXV$RHD LSRDURD QR FXDO XBD DL Q
challenged U.S. notions of citizenship.,Q VKRUW 30H[LFDQ $PHULFDQ  LGH
transnational, and not firmly tied to the U.S. naten.

Building on these transtianal perspectives, this section revisits the experiences of
Mexican migrant children during the Great Depression and makes two important and related
interventions. First, it shows that repatriates born or raised in the United States had a range of
contralictory experiences and that their sentiment towards Mexico was not static or fixed over
time. Many made friends, became more fluent in Spanish, and got married and formed new
families. For some, repatriation provided an opportunity to create a connedtoand affinity
towards Mexico, one which found expression years after they had returned to the United States.
JURP D PRUH QXDQFHG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI 30H[LFDQ $PHULFI
that they used their available skills and resourdé® FRQWULEXWH WHHRINg/iIKthee U IDP L
2 -RVp 0 $ODPLOOR 330D\LQJ $FURVV %RUGHUV 7UDQVQDWLRQDO 6SRUW

Mexico, 1930 " Pacific Historical Reviewyol. 79, No. 3 (August 2010).

42 1bid. 391:392.

43 Ram—n Saldir, Borderlands of Culture: AmZrico Paresland the Transnational Imaginaf®urham and
London: Duke University Press, 2006)

44lFighting for civil rights within the United States often involved a set of transnational dotdiesxas, the
Mexican government and organizations and individualsath sides of the U.Svlexico border sought to secure
the passage of civil rights legislation in 1941, 1943, and .18déThomas A.Guglielmo PRighting for Caucasian
Rights: Mexicans, Mexican Americans, and the Transnational Struggle for Civil Rightsrid War 1l Texas The
Journal of American Historyol. 92 No. 4 (2006).

I
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United States, to find employment in Mexico, and to aid their families as they collectively
navigated the Great Depression. They were often able to move between American and Mexican
institutions, organiza&ins, and group&

Born or raised in the United States, migrant children were used to living in the United
States. When they departed for Mexico, they left their homes, friends, schools, jobs, and, in some
cases, family members. Indeed, many repatridtegged to adjust to their new environment.

After two years of living in Penjamo, Guanajuato, a young repatriate from Kansas City could not
image staying in Mexico. He was born in Penjamo, but arrived to the United States with his family
when hewas justRXU \HDUV ROG 3<RX NQRZ "~ KH WROG -DPHV *LOE
KHUH , FDQ QHYHU EH D OH[LFDQ , MXVW FDQTW JHW XVHG W
\RX KRZ PXFK , ZDQW WR JR E DReRdSZVGRGWZaEZ, BaQultriateH@rn6iy D W H V
&DOLIRUQLD H[SUHVVHG D VLPLODU VHQWLPHQW 3g¥HU\ QL.
Reflecting on her experiences in Mexico for an oral history in 1971, Theresa Mart'nez Southard
QRWHG KRZ PXFK VKH PLVVHG\WKHUVWDIWNV EHEDZRKO G ADV Y
told an interviewens In their oral histories with academics conducted in the 1970s, their
conversations with scholars during the 1930s, and in their letters to family members, children of
migrants articulatedheir unease with speaking, writing, and reading in Spanish and their

disapproval of gender roles and practices, clothing and fashion, and labor.

#slin her study of Chinese migration and the middle class, Mae Ngai demonstrates how the Tape family used
bilingualism and biculturalism for social and economic advancemenit&&eleucky One: One Family and the
Extraordinary Invention of Chinese AmerifBoston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010%cholars working on more
contemporary migrant families also emphasize the agency of migrant children and youth. Marjorie Faulstich
Orellana, for example, notes their role as linguistic and cultural brokerslr8@aeslating Childhoods: Immigrant

Youth, Language, and Cultu(dew Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2009).

46 *LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~

47 lbid.

48 Theresa Mart'nez Southard, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 1, 1971, MACHP, CSUF, Fullerton,
California.
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While their parents were most likely monolingual Spanish speakers, repatriates struggled
with the Spanish leguage. One repatriated girl in Guadalajara did not attend school because she
did not know how to read or write in SpanishThe Casta—eda siblings also struggled with
Spanish. To ease their transition their father Natividad found an elderly woman from the
neighborhood to tutor them. The children spokEnglish to her and she in turn spakeépanish
to themso 6SDQLVK ODQJXDJH SURILFLHQF\ DITHFWHG UHSDWULI
socially, but also served as a marker that distinguished repdtihtidren and youth from their
OH[LFDQ FRXQWHUSDUWY 2QH \RXQJ ZRPDQ ZKR ZDV UHIHUU
Monterrey factory, speculated that Mexicans were able to distinguish between Mexicans and
Mexicans who were born or raised in tBeQLWHG 6WDWHYV E\ S\ WKH ZD\ ZH WD
6SDQLVK YHU\ ZHOO ZKHQ , |LiRéWctiddhtektiphe) in Mexick Enli& G H G
&DVWDXxHGD GHVFULEHG OH[LFDQVY UHDFWLRQ WR WKHLU XVF
| guess, w spoke mostly English. We used to go to the store and we used to refer to the money as
SHQQLHV QRWRUFMRDQWORRVWKH SHRSOH XVHG WR ODXJK DW
XV EXW WKH\ XVHG W RzlhKHalscD, theLokiblisieiXoMone U.Bhrn répatriate
noted that the local boys teased her brother because he was unable to speak3s3pgrosip. of
young men in Aguascalientes spoke English so frequently that they were referred to as
SQRUWKHUQHUYV ~ 2Q R&dM ERglidhRiracR thevatkertiot ofxa local cop, who
immediately inquired about their nationality. When they said they were Mexicans, the police
9 *LOEHUW 3$ )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~
s0 Emilia Casta—eda de Valenciana, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, February 24 and Maréh BIACHP,
CSUF, Fullerton, California.
st *LOEHUW 3$ )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~

52 Emilia Casta—eda de Valenciana, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, February 24 and March 9, 1972, MACHP,
CSUF, Fullerton, California.

53 Field Notes, Il, October 3Blovember8, 1931, Folder 18Cartoon 1Paul Schuster Taylordpers, BANC MSS
84/38 c, The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berke{elereafter, PSTP, Bancroft, University of
California, Berkeley).
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RINLFHU LQVWUXFWHG WKHP WR VSHDN 6SDQLVK 7KH FRS HY|
continwed to speak English. Even with thisthredt KH FRS ZDV XQVXFFHVVIXO LQ SF
XVH RI ODQJXDJH 36KXFNV ~ RQH RI WKH \RXQJ UHSDWULDWI|
DERXW HYHU\ GD\ WDONLQJ (QJOLVK DQG KH KDVQYW VDLG D
While clothing alone was not always a good indicator of whether a resident had migrated,
\RXQJ UHSDWULDWHYV H[SUHVVHG GLVWDLQ DQG FXULRVLW\ |
sandals and the traditional white pants, a repatriate told James GKber'®™ KH ZRXOG 3QHYH!L
WKDW RXWILW 55 7KHHDJUWH RY HDDWOYH] 6 RXWKDUG GXEEHG 20D C
huaraches, big hats, and the white pants, common in many rural villages, husatmdast, she
UHIHUUHG WR WKH 6B3%DWHULL DW HBD MDRMMKLQJ FRXOG VWDQ
IDVKLRQ SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ VPDOOHU WRZQV DQG YLOODJHYV
LQ SHQMDPR DFFRUGLQJ WR -DPHV *LOEHUW FRQWUDVWHG
worn by the majority of womesr.3/D QRUWHXxD” SURYLGHY DQRWKHU H[DPSO
walked around in high heels, and adorned her lips with lipstick. Unlike Theresa, a young repatriate
from Chicago did not feel comfortable standing out and ddamb® to wear any of the three suits
WKDW KH EURXJKW EDFN W KLV SDUHQWVY ORFDO YLOODJH
Gender norms and practices, perhaps to a greater degree than language and clothing,
VWUXFWXUHG \RXQJ UHSDWULDWHVY EHKDY L RUema@&esWLPH 7
who arrived to rural areas or small towns. Expressing her dislike for Penjamo, the wife of a

UHSDWULDWH DVNHG -DPHV *LOEHUW 3RQYfW \RX WKLQN LW C

LU L L |

5 * LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR~

ssi* LOEMUWH®G 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR °

56 Theresa Mart'nez Southard, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 1, 1971, MACHP, CSUF, Fullerton,
California.

s*LOEHUW 3% )LHOG BWXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~

s * LOEHUW 3% )LHOG BWXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~
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a barred window talking to someone on the otkek GH OLNH D FDW DQG D PRXVH'
SPRXVH" G\QDPLF zDV SDUW RI D VHW RI ULWXDOV WKDW VW
young woman in Guadalajara compared her relationship with boys in Mexico and the United
States. She noted that iretknited States girls were able to talk with boys and have them visit
RQHYV KRXVH 7KH\ ER\V LQ OH[LFR VKH FODLPHG 3VHHP VXC
DQG GLVSRVLWLRQ VKH ZDV QRW D ODORwWHGNgWdnehRoERXW ZL'
Kansas expressed similar frustration in regards to their restricted mobility. Born in Mexico, but
raised in the United States, the twenty and eighyean old were accustomed to socializing with
WKHLU SHHUV ,Q OH[LFR RQH RR WW:HB FRPH\O BEHQH G < R, XQRFD/¢H
ER\V ,I \RX GR HYHU\RQH VWDUWYV WDONLQJ DQG \RX DUH
DQ\WKLQJ WR «Hed ik &WkKundRwoman managed to find space and time away from

their parents and other adfifjures to socialize with young men, it was difficult for them to act

on their emotions. Remembering her time in Mexico, Theresa fondly recalled one such meeting.
'XULQJ D SLFQLF ZLWK WKH 3JDQJ ~ KHU IULHQGV tae! URG X FF
KRZ -RH IHOO IRU KHU 6KH UHWXUQHG WKLV VHQWLPHQW 3,
LQ KLV GUHVV\ FORWKHY =~ :KLOH WKH\ GDQFHG DW WKH SLFQ
lived on another ranch and her father did nobhétgo outMale repatriates were also bothered by
WKHLU FRXQWHU S D UaHoWeleh MheUthdn\ ¢litRismEge@iér\practices, they

were upset by how these norms negatively impacted their own liberties.

ARRRN NN ARRRRN NN AR RRRRRRRTTTTTTT g

s9 Field Notes, 11, NovembebDecember, 1931, Folder 18artoon 1 PSTP, Bancroft, University of California,

Berkeley.

600 * LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~

61 My reading of gender norms and relationships between repatriates and Mexicans is strycheduaniits of the

archive. While it is difficult to know the extent of queer relationships among repatriates, the production of primary
VRXUFHV LV OLNHO\ VKDSHG E\ HWKQRJUDSKHUY DQG RUDO KLVWRULDQT"
62 * LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~
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For many young men, earningaDJH DOORZHG WKHP WR FRQWULEXWH
and provided them with some spending money. Thus, labor was often linked to leisure and
pleasure. Youth, especially those who ended up in small villages and towns, consistently expressed
frustrationwith the lack of work. For example, a repatriate from Los Angeles fondly remembered
KRZ KH OLQHG KLV SRFNHWV ZLWK 3VRPH PRQH\" E\ VHOOLQJ (
KRZHYHU KLV IDPLO\ ZzDV DOZD\V 3EURNH sefic@ BfldboHWthU HS D W |
KLYV RZQ SURGXFWLYLW\ 3 TP dRepaviai®alsd/dtrQgylee \Wwithl thE jp& HU H ~
of labor. Mocking the labor performed in Penjamo, one repatriate told James Gilbert that there was
3IQRWKLQJ EXW GRQNH \\ig bnarRioiQ Galifokhla FouhdshimBeX tending to his
SDUHQWVY VPDOO SORW RI ODQG DV ZHOO DV WKH ILHOGV RI
6,000 people in the early 1930s. Working in the field was not only poorly paid, but arduous work.
HeworNHG IURP 3GDZQ WR GDUN ~ EXW RQO\ PDGH ILIW\ FHQWYV
he worked on a Japanese farm driving a tractor. While he was in Mexico, his cousin informed him
that his former boss was willing to employ hémErom this vantage poinbne can understand
how frustrating it could be to labor and live in Mexico.

In their narratives of arrival and settlement, repatriates also described Mexico as a fun and
exciting place that offered new experiences and adventures. Theresa, who miseedehierthe
8QLWHG 6WDWHY UHFDOOHG KRZ PXFK IXQ VKH KDG DW WKH
Casa Blanca neighborhood in Riverside, California, her father continued to be a prominent member
of his community. In Mexico, he organized dancestel OHEUDWH SHRSOHYV ELUWKG

began at nine at night and continued until the following moreitigpr Enrique Vega, relocating

63* LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~

sd*LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~

sdTheresa Mart'nez Southard, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 1, 1971, MACHP, CSUF, Fullerton,
California.
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WR =DFDWHFDV ZDV 3«WKH JUHDWHVW WKLQJ«WR PH LW ZDV C
composed of tengople, most likely the immediate family along with a few relatives, packed a
Chevrolet car and Dodge truck with their belongings and headed south. Approximately eighteen
years old at the time, Enrique recalled being excited. His interview is particulgghgsting in
OLJKW RI WKH LQWHUYLHZHUYV ELDV ZKLFK PLUU&®RRDVN DVVXP.
example, instead of asking an open ended question about his time in Mexico, the interviewer
I UDPHV KHU TXHVWLRQ DV D WWWW HFRGNW W KMRZ & DILHG RATH\U L\
GLITHUHQW =~ ,Q KLV UHVSRQVHV (QULTXH FKDOOHQJHG WKH 1
noted that he adjusted well to Mexico and that they were indeed hungry at times, but that people
in the UnitedStates were also hungry. When they arrived to the Zacatecas countryside, the family
obtained a ranch to farm and raise cattle. Enrique enjoyed riding horseback, mounting cattle, and
OHDUQLQJ WR XVH D URSH )RU RQH \RXQ bffereddreddd®rar® QV DV
UDFLVP ,Q .DQVDV KH WROG -DPHV *LOEHUW 3WKH\ GRQTW |
WKH PRYLHVY WKH\ KDYH WR VLW LQ D FHUWDLQ VBFWLRQ =~ 3+
2WKHUV IRXQG SOHDV XU EitidsQin Gty 193R, M¥sZ MiGUEIL\@Pegas
traveled south and spent five months with his extended family. While he was not a repatriate, he
SURYLGHYVY DQ LPSRUWDQW H[DPSOH RI D 20OH[LFDQ $PHULFDQ
this young man wrote this parents and siblings in Los Angeles. During his time in Mexico he
VWD\HG DW KLV JUDQGSDUHQWTV KRXVH LQ =DSRWODQHMR
FLW\ RI *XDGDODMDUD ,Q HDUO\ 6HSWHPEHU KigrtieDGHG W/
LQGHSHQGHQFLD DQG LQ D UHOLJLRXV SURFHVVLRQ WR WK
SDUDGH LQFOXGHG DERXW SHRSOH FKDQWLQJ 3YLYD D O
ARRNN AR RN RN AR RRRRRRRTTTT TNy

66 Enrique Vega, iterviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 3, 1972, MACHP, CSUF, Fullerton, California.
67 * LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~
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albeit in an orderly fashion. The parade leftapaf®ddd U O\ VWURQJ LPSUHVVLRQ RQ K
have seen all the enthusiasm that was manifested in all the acts of the gathering, there were times
RI LPPHQVH KDSSLQHVY DQG DW WKH VDPH WLPH VHQWLPHQYV
father. On theijourney back to Guadalajara, they stopped at la Isla de Janitzio del Lago de
Patzcuaro in Michoacin to see the recently erected monument for JosZ Mar'a Morelos, a prominent
ILIXUH RI1 OH[LFRY\Ws The Gdvénkie Gohtihedd upon his arrival. He&irjgly
informed his father that he was not drinking a lot of water and that surely he was exempt from the
negative affects of drinking alcohel Through these correspondences we also learn that he had a
girlfriend, which, according to a young and boasfiogZ Miguel, was unavoidable.

Among repatriated youth, the sense of discovery was perhaps the gi@atestyoung
musician Eduard@uerrero. Born in Arizona in 1916, he became one of the most celebrated
Chicano musicians of the twentieth century. Fisiily migrated to the United States during the
Mexican revolution and returned to Mexico in 1934 as a result of the Great Depression. The
Guerrero family boarded a railroad train and headed to Mexico City, where they resided in an
DSDUWPHQW LQWXPYHKIRXVBPIG H[WHQGHG NLQLabVfotndVHQLRU
KLPVHOI SKRPHVLFN DOO WKH WLPH DQG ZDQWHG WR JR KRF
KLV JLUOIULHQG (PPD <HW KH GHVFULEHG OH[LFR &LW\ D
boXOHYDUGV SDUNV DQG VWDWXHV HYHU\ZKHUH =~ 7KH FLW\ L
RQH WKDW ZDV PRUH 3SEHDXWLIXO" WKDQ WKH OH[LFDQ PXVLF
As various historians of Mexico have noted, cultural production elgzhtremendously after the
Mexican Revolution. The eartp-mid twentieth century witnessed the arrival of radio, the growth
and expansion radio stations in Mexico City as well as along theNlesico border, and the
ARRNN AR RN RN AR RRRRRRRTTTT TNy

68 JosZ Migueto Miguel Venegas, September 22, 1938, Bo¥HAP, Los Angeles, California.
69 JosZ Miguel to Miguel Venegas, November 4, 1938, B&E, Los Angeles, California.

! "#$



transformation of radio receivers froaluxury to a common household item. By 1940, Mexico
City was home to 43 radio stationdt was through the Mexican airwaves that the young repatriate
from Arizona was exposed to icons like Pedro Vargas, Jorge Negrete, Pedro Infante, Consuelo
VeltsquezDQG $IJXVWtQ /DUD +H DOVR HQFRXQWHUHG PXVLF LQ \
VWUHHWY +H SOD\HG PXVLF ZLWK KLV FRXVLQ 'DQQ\ DQG OH
IURP KRXVH WR KR XYV H1 Haaddlyabsbibed iR tuivaEse and transcribed
songs he heard into in his notebook.
3ODFH JHQGHU DQG WLPH KHOS XV H[SODLQ DQG VLWXEL
QDUUDWLYHV RI OH[LFR -DPHV *LOEHUW DWWULEXWHG \RXQJ
5D PHRVSROLWDQ $PHULFDQ FXOWXUH WR D U>utrbréparidtey PD OO \
and youth raised in larger cities in the United States often found the small cities of their parents
ZDQWLQJ 320\ IDWKHU ERXJKW D |D UaRepeliRXtald Yamed/GilbetHV U R
*XDGDODMDUD 3, > KDYH@ EHHQ WKHUH ~ KH FRQWLQXHG 3E X
$QRWKHU SUHIHUUHG WKH 3ELJJHU WRZQ"™ RI *XDGDODMDUD
described PurZpero, Mi®@DFiQ DV 3GHDG ~ $IWHU WZR \HDUV RI OLYLQJ L
WR &DOLIRUQLD 37KHUH LV DEVROXWHO\ QRWKLQJ WR GR |
Michoactn. Gilbert found that repatriates in Mexico City, Monterrey, Torreon, Leon, Gaamaju
Guadalajara, and Mazatlan had an easier time adjusting to their new homes. It is clear that place
VKDSHG OH[LFDQVY LGHDVY DQG VHQWLPHQW WRZDUGV WKHLU
As a gendered experience, young men and women experienced Mexico in distinct ways.

For sane, housing and material conditions made the transition hard. Many were used to running

70 6RQLD 5RE O HMZxi¢6 KimkiGRagid, music, and gender in Greater Mexico, 1923 ~ 3K' GLVV
Michigan State University, 2012)

71 Edward Guerrero and Sherilyjwheece Mented,alo: My Life and Musi¢Tucson: The University of Arizona
Press, 2002), 55.

! ll#ll



water, stoves, and other modern appliances to facilitate household labor. In addition, they
experienced rigid gender norms. Young women consistently complained abwouteiricted
PRELOLW\ <RXQJ PHQVY QDUUDWLYHV RI DGYHQWXUH DQG G
male privilegez2

Regardless of how repatriates experienced place and gender, it is important to consider
time. After a few weeks, one repattdt UHIOHFWHG 232QH EHJLQV WR PDNH IUL
DQG EHFRPHVY EHWWHU NQRZQ ~ 37KHQ ~ KH FRIREpataksiG °3KH
might have struggled with Spanish, but it is clear that their ability to speak, write, anth read
Spanish improved with the passage of time. After a few months of living in Mexico, -geane
ROG obUtD 7HUHVD 9HQHJDV H[SODLQHG WR KHU EURWKHU L¢
did not know how to in Spanish, but now | can because ¢j@img to Catholic school and | am
studying Spanish. | know how to read and write. | think we are going to stay in Mexico and | am
YHU\ HDJHU WR 7VIH HO4R afted 3peviding ten years in Mexico, Emilia Casta—eda
returned to Los Angeles. InsteatiSpanish, she now took English classes to ease her transition.
2Q WRS RI WKDW WKH 3IRRG GLGQYW DJUHH™ ZLWK KHU DQG
IRV $QJHOHV«>PDGH@ >KHU@ VLFN ~

Extending our temporal framework also reveals the ways irclwhving in Mexico
LPSDFWHG UHSDWULDWHVY VHQVH RI LGHQWLW\ :KLOH WKH
PRQWKY DIWHU WKHLU DUULYDO WKHVH PRQWKV SURYHG W

PXVLF =~ KH ZURWH LQ KLV QHYHR B BMte :2MbteD that he was

72 For a contemporary exploration of gender and travel among migrant children see Robert ®18xiitn New
York: Transnational Lives of new ImmigraiiBerkeley: Uhiversity of California Press, 2006).

*LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~

74 Mar'a Teresa to Ricardo Venegas, October 4, 1940, BoXAB, Los Angeles, California.

75 Emilia Casta—eda de Valenciana, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, Februargt ®4arch 9, 1972, MACHP,
CSUF, Fullerton, Californid.

76 Guerrero and Mentekalo 56
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RIWHQ YLHZHG/DWQ O KPRFRRGLIILFXOW WLPH HQWHULQJ WKH 0
City proved to be a source of inspiration and a link to Mexican music and audiembesamous

Mexican singr Lucha Reyes recorded a®IRS XODUL]HG KLV WREGD QD QFK ¥k RKPL\
KRPDJH WR OH[LFDQ PXVLF ,Q WKH HDUO\ V KH EHFDPH W
Spanish speaking and singing squirmlsike Lalo Guerrero, Mar'a Teresa, thewwest child in

the Venegas family, found inspiration in Mexico. In the mid 1970s, she returned to Zapotlanejo,
KHU SDUHQWVY KRPHWRZQ DQG KHU KRPH IURP WR WR
8&/% GRFWRUDO GLVVHUWDWUIR@ILYGBRBHRE VHWHQ @D UD ry BUHVEL
WR FODVVLI\ RUJDQL]H DQG GRQDWH KHU IDPLO\TV FRUUHVES
of Mexican migrant family letters. Enrique Vega desired to make Mexico his home. In an interview
conducted intie United States in the early 1970s, Enrique Vega reflected on retirement. While his
FKLOGUHQ ZDQWHG WR VWD\ LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYVY 9HJD
,IP JRLQJ WR«FRPPXWH EHWZHHQ WKLV FR®XQmWMEMPIP@EeOH[LFR
RYHU WEHDWW®R "UHSDWULDWLRQ UHVXOWHG LQ WKH FUHDWI
Orozco, Francisco Casta—eda, Enrique Vega, and Eduardo Venegas all got married in Mexico.

With the exception of Joseph, they all had eaided Mexicarborn children.

77:KLOH WKH RULJLQV RI WKH ZRUG DUH QRW FOHDU 3SRFKR”™ ZDV D GHUR
cultural practices, most notably their inabilitytosppa6 SDQLVK W FRQQRWHY 3$PHULFDQL]DWLR
Mexican identity.

78 See interview with Lalo Guerrero, transcribed by Dan Guerrero, Box 14, Lalo Guerrero Collection, 24, California

Ethnic and Multicultural Archives, Department of Special Coltet, Davidson Library, University of California,

Santa Barbara.

79 Guerrero and Mentekalo.

8o Enrique Vega, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 3, 1972, MACHP, CSUF, Fullerton, California.

Scholars are now beginning to examine retirement ariviigcan migrants.See Sarah Lynn LopeZhe
Remittance Landscape: Spaces of Migration in Rural Mexico and Urban Ct8éafijo and London: University of
Chicago Press, 2014).
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Collectively, these narratives illustrate that there was not a uniform or singular experience
of repatriation. Their time in Mexico was marked by intimacy and distance as well as cultural
conflict and learning. Some stayed #ofew months and others spent a decade in their new homes.
,Q VKRUW OH[LFR ZDV QRW VLPSO\ D B(IRUHLJQ SODFH = OR
UHSDWULDWHVY DGMXVWPHQW WR OH[LFR ZH PLQLPL]H WKH
individuals wth connections to both the United States and Mexico, migrant children played
important roles during the Great Depression.

Labor in the United States

In the United Statesmigrant children helped their parents by caring for the younger
VLEOLQJY DQG FRQWULEXWLQJ WR WKH IDPLO\YV LQFRPH -R
aunts in Mexico from January 1928 to August 1931 reveal his role as the oldest siblingass well
his labor during the Great Depression. In the mornings he was in charge of getting his siblings
ready for school, making his bed, and sweeping. When he was ndtool smd his mother was
working in the familystore, he watched over his younger sigginwhich included washing their
SOLWWOH GLDSHUV =~ 7KH 9HQHJDV IDPLO\ WRRN WKHVH TXR
Mexico, Francisco asked his nephew to view his role as an older brother as a grace from God and
not as a burden. This labor, addiog to his uncle, would impart JosZ Miguel, at a very young age,
ZLWK D VWURQJ DQG VHULRXV FAXQ® DFWREORFDEOUIFQBYRKXHA
YLUWXHV DFFRUGLQJ WR )UDQFLVFR ZRXOG HQDE®@$d KLP WR
DVNHG -RVp OLJXHO WR GHSRVLW LQ WKH 3SWHQGHU KHDUWYV’
WKHP XQGHUVWDQG WKH 3VDFUHG REOLJDWLRQ® WKDW WKH\

he told JosZ Miguel to think of the love that a motias for her children, a love comparable to

! "#$



the love of Jesus Christ. According to Francisco, Jesus Christ died on the cross as mothers die for
their childrens:

In 1931, JosZ Miguel, who was eleven years old, and Richard, the second oldest, began
contributiQJ WR WKH IDPLO\YVY LQFRPH 7KH\ RSHQHG DtwDYLQJV
dollars and five cents and twenty dollars and five cents respectively. They earned this money by
helping their father around the house. The savings, JosZ Miguel informed lnis uncles, would
go towards the purchase of a Ford coach car or tickets on the Pullman A=it931 progressed
-RVp OLIXHOYV HIIRUWYV WR VDYH KLV DOORZDQFH GLG QRW \
money remained important, they nee@atra income. By selling newspapers he was able to add
WKUHH GROODUV DQG ILIW\ FHQW:\hIRboNrEfldcted & largerfiorA HH N O\
significant contribution: a positive disposition towards returning to Mexico. For example, JosZ
MiQuHO H[SUHVVHG IUXVWUDWLRQ ZLWK ZKDW KH EHOLHYHG Z
XQFOH KH ODPHQWHG WKDW WKH\ RQO\ WDONHG RI JRLQJ EDF

The Vega boys provide another important example. The Vegy fieft Zacatecas dumg
the turmoil of the Mexican &solution and settled east of the Los Angeles River in the growing
Mexican neighborhood of Boyle Heights. When the father of this family passed away, the oldest
boy became in charge of financially supjotg the mother, a younger brother and at least one
sister. Enrique, the younger brother, attended school while his brother worked in construction.
During the summers, Enrique helped the family by picking tomatoes, apricots, and other fruits and
vegetabld/ LQ ILHOGV LQ 6DQWD 3DXOD )LOOPRUH 2[QDUG DQG

DQG ODQXHO *DPLRYV HWKQRJUDSK\ GHPRQVWUDWH ZRUNLQ

s1 Francisco to JosZ Miguel Venegas, June 4, 1931, Box 2, VFP, Los Angelesnialifo
82 JosZ Miguel to Ignacio Venegagarch 23, 1931, Box 2, VFP, Los Angeles, California.
83 JosZ Miguel to Ignacio Venegaddarch 23, 1931, Box 2, VFP, Los Angeles, California.
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common experiencing among migrant childeserDuring the Great Depression, hoveey
(QULTXHTY ROGHU EURWKHU JRW PDUULHG DQG EHFDPH LQ F
a father or older sibling, Enrique was forced to take on a more active role. He dropped out of
Lincoln High School and found work as a gardener in Hollywaod Beverly Hills, where he

earned about three dollars and fifty cents persday.

In addition to caring for their younger siblings and earning an income, migrant children
often provided key links between Mexican and American cultural practices, people, and
institutions. While Mar’a Bustos Jefferson did not return to Mexico, she was a participant in the
repatriation process. Mar'a was born in the early 1910s in San Nicolas Ybarra, Jalisco. Like many
migrants during the early twentieth century, her familyt Iefexico during the Mexican
Revolution. Her father joined countless Mexicans who toiled for railroad companies until he
became the employee of Mr. Givanisaro, a wealthy Italian who lived in Ventura, California.

In Ventura, Mrs. Bustos took an active rdleQ KHU GDXJKWHUTV HGXFDWLRQ
she taught Mar’a to read and write in Spanish. She entered elementary school with limited English
language skills, but quickly picked it up as a result of her Spanish comprehension. In high school,
Mrs. BustRY UHYLHZHG ODUtDYV ZRUN DQG FRQVLVWHQWO\ LQTX
WKDW KHU PRWKHU 3FRUUHFW>HG@ DQ\WKLQJ WKDW ZDV ZU
addition to excelling in school, this young girl was an excellent singerBr@3d 3IRU DOO WKH V

FOXEV ~ ZKLFK ZHUH PDGH XS RI SURPLQHQW ZKLWH FRPPXQL

84 Vicki Ruiz, Cannery Women, Cannery Lives: Mexican Women, Unionization, and the California Food Processing
Industry, 19301950(University of New Mexico Press: 1987).

85 Enrique Vega, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 3, 1972, MACHP, CSUF, Fullertomni@alifo

Los Angeles, California.

I
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in 1929 and with financial support from the “Lions, Kiwanis, Rotary, and Women’s Clubs”
attended Occidental College in Los Angeles, California.ss

At Occidental College Maria majored in music and focused on Latin American and
Mexican traditions as well as Opera. Maria’s Mexican background, talents as a singer, and position
as a university student provided her an opportunity to become involved with the repatriation
process in Los Angeles. During a meeting hosted by the Cosmopolitan Club, Dr. Allen Hunter
spoke to students about the repatriation of Mexicans and asked them to consider how they might
provide repatriates with positive disposition towards Americans. Maria and a group of students
responded to Dr. Hunter’s invitation to get involved by organizing a committee. After speaking
with the Mexican consul, the students decided to donate food and clothing to returning Mexicans.
She became invested in this cause and took on a leadership role. This young Mexican college
student spoke to the student body at Occidental College and raised funds by visiting churches in
the Los Angeles area. Maria would read a passage from the bible and speak “about the
contributions of the Mexican people to this country, and our need to see that these people would
return with good feelings.” She followed her brief message with a few songs and pleas for
donations. She was particularly moved by her visit to an African-American Baptist church in
Pasadena, California. As with visits to other churches, she emphasized Mexicans’ contribution to
the United States, their imminent return, and their need for assistance. At the Pasadena church, the
African-American congregation responded to her narration with numerous “amens” and an
outpouring of emotion. This Mexican college student and children of migrants understood African-

Americans’ emotional response to Mexican migrants’ plight as the result of a shared experience

86 Maria Bustos Jefferson, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 11, 1971, MACHP, CSUF, Fullerton,
California Los Angeles, California.
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of sufferingand struggle in the United States. This was her first encounter with this ethnic
FRPPXQLW\ RQH WKDW VKH GHVFUWKREHG DV SEHDXWLIXO MXV
Mar’a and her fellow students used the funds collected at church services to buy fruit, eggs,

and ingredents to make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. Mar’'a and her classmates then placed
these goods in baskets and delivered them to families departing from the Southern Pacific Railroad.
As Mexicans departed, Mar’a implored them to be happy about retuonihgir mother country.
6SHDNLQJ DV DQ $PHULFDQ VKH WROG WKHP WKDW 3ZH ZHUI
this country. To build the roads and railroads and that we were grateful. When | said we, | told
them | spoke for many, many hundreds®H R $sQté Occidental music student concluded her
YLVLW WR WKH WUDLQ VWDWLRQ E\ VLQJLQJ 3/DV *RORQGUL
heartfelt song about migrating. The verse, for example, tells the story of a swallow who is lost and
far fromhis home.

8:KHUH ZLOO LW JR IDVW DQG WLUHG™"

The swallow that is leaving here?

Or if in the wind it finds itself lost

/IRRNLQJ IRU VKHOWHU DQG LW ZRQTW ILQG LW

Next to my bed | will make his nest

Where he can pass the season

I am also lost in this regimo

2 KHDYHQO\ VDLQWY DQG , FDQTW 10\

6LQFH WKLV VRQJ LV DV PXFK DERXW OHDYLQJ RQHTV KF

seems fitting that it was sung to Mexicans who returned to their homelands under complicated

FLUFXPVWDQFHV 33 HDZUBWHUKHRSHPWHG RQ KHU LQYROYHPHQ\

g7 Mar’a Bustos Jefferson, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 11MA&CHP, CSUF, Fullerton,
California.

g8 Mar’a Bustos Jefferson, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 11, 1971, MACHP, CSUF, Fullerton,
California.

8o John Nieto and Bob Phillipsjariachi Philharmonic: Mariachi in the Traditional String Orchesti@lfred

Music: 2005).
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they would take with them good memories and with many good things that they had learned here,
VR WKDW OH[LFR ZRX@G*BBRJIJUHOVU PRWE *HFRQRPLF SURJUF
migrants was ot an uncommon position at thime and in many ways refledise official rhetoric
of U.S. and Mexican officials, especially intellectuals like Manuel Gami@DUtDfV VWRU\
LOOXVWUDWHY KRZ PLJUDQW FKLOGUHQ HQJDplkdeGn bdthSDWULD
the U.S. and Mexican nation.

In other instances, migrant children were instrumental in allowing the family to split up
and sustain homes in both Mexico and the United States. In the spring of 1932, for example, Miguel
Venegas took a quickifrto Zapotlanejo to evaluate local conditions, but decided against returning
to Mexicosz Eight years later, Miguel, Dolores, and their children Eduardo, Juan JosZ, Mar'a
Teresa, Alfonso, and a oiyear old Enrique, departed for the Mexican state of &aliEbe three
ROGHVW ER\V -RVp OLJXHO S5LFDUGR DQG *XLOOHUPR VWD
JURFHU\ VWRUH ,Q *XDGDODMDUD DQG ZLWK )UDQFLVFRT
SFULVWDOHUtD ™ o @GP thtédicdly sMiKilRygSupthe Venegas family ran two
businesses and two homes. In Guadalajara, the children attended school and Dolores ran the
household and watched Enrique. While the children adjusted well to life in Mexico, the glassware
store in Guadalajara was not profitabfel the boys mismanaged the grocery store in Los Angeles.

The family eventually returned to their home in the summer of 1942. While this was technically a

90 Mar'a Bustos Jefferson, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 11, 1971, MACHP, CSUF, Fullerton,
California Los Angeles, California.

91 After the Mexican Revolution, prominent intellectuals viewed migration as a threat to the peace and prosperity of

the nation. Focusing on Manuel Gamio, Casey Walsh illustrates that the repatriation of Mexican migrants was

viewed a way to modernize MexicBamio and other intellectuals believed that migrants learned industrial work

discipline and production techniques in the United States. Following this logic, repatriation would benefit both
PLIJUDQWY DQG OH[LFR 6HH &DVH\ :D O VIKGah{i¥, Mibeatidh StldieX anytkéJ DWLRQ 0DQ
Anthropology of Development in Mexico, 1910 “Latin American Perspectivésl, No. 5 (September 2004).

92 Miguel to Juan Venegas, April 22, 1932, Box 1, VFP, Los Angeles, California.

93 Personal communication with Casland Mar'a Teresa Venegas, January, 26, 2015.
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failed business venture, the labor of the three oldest boys enabled the family to return to Los
Angeles.o4

Family members in the United States were also instrumental in aiding repatriates who
desired to return. They often provide relatives in Mexico with important documents as well as
financial assistance to aid their journey north. When Emilia Castafieda decided to return to Los
Angeles, her godmother mailed funds to cover her transportation and a copy of this young
repatriate’s birth certificate. In Mexico, Emilia secured a few more essential items. From the
Gallardo family, whom she worked for one year as a live in domestic, she obtained a notarized
letter stating that they had employed her and that she was a “nice girl.” From Aurelia Meraz, an
extended relative, she borrowed a brown habit of La Virgen del Carmen. Armed with a notarized
letter, birth certificate, and spiritual protection, Emilia made her journey back to Los Angeles in
1944. Shortly after arriving to Los Angeles, she mailed Francisco his birth certificate, which
facilitated his eventual return to the United States in 1951.95 This process and strategy is explored
in more details in chapter five.

In Mexico

While repatriates born or raised in the United States could at times feel disconnected or out
of place in Mexico, they brought a set of skills to their new environments. Three high school
graduates from Los Angeles found work in Aguascalientes fixing radios and other electrical
devices. As historians of Mexico and the United States demonstrate, the radio was an emerging
technology of mass communication in the 1930s, one utilized by both President Lazaro Cardenas

and FDR to connect citizens to the state. It was in this decade that the radio became a household

94 Personal communication with Carlos and Maria Teresa Venegas, January, 26, 2015.
95 Emilia Castafieda de Valenciana, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, February 24 and March 9, 1972, MACHP,
CSUF, Fullerton, California.
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itemos Reflecting on finding work in Mexico, one of the repatriates noted thiheidnited States
HYHU\RQH NQHZ 3D OLWWOH ELW DERXW HOHFWULFDO ZRUN
WKLQN ~ KHVVZARGGHRUWXO WKLV VLPSOH ZLULQJ DQG SXWWLQJ
Chicago also found work as a result of his technical expertise. In Monterrey, as he had in the
United States, he worked as an electrician in a movie theater.

Joseph G. Orao, Enrique Vega, and Eduardo Venegas found work as a result of their
English language skills and ability to move between Mexican and American institutions and
people. Joseph G. Orozco migrated to the United States with his father and mother at a gery youn
age. His father was a lieutenant colonel in the Mexican federal army and appears to have migrated
GXULQJ WKH OH[LFDQ 5HYROXWLRQ ,Q WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWtE
company before joining the aviation corps as an instructor durMg.\8adly, his father died in
a plane accident. In 1920, Orozco and his mother moved to Berkeley and resided on Fulton Street.
Orozco attended William McKinley Grammar School and graduated from Berkeley Senior High
School, where he played volleyball, batfial, and table tennis.

2UR]FRYV PRWKHU ZLVKHG IRU KHU VRQ WR DWWHQG D
SXUSRVH 8QIRUWXQDWHO\ KHU VRQTV JUDGXDWLRQ LQ
she was only able to recover $380, or ten perdeoy the bank. This did not seem to bother
Joseph too much as he went to Mexico City to visit friends and family. Once in Mexico, however,
he had trouble entering the United States. When he went to the U.S. Embassy to notify them that
he was in Mexico, oftials informed him that he was born in Mexico and was a thus Mexican and

not a U.S. citizen. They notified him that it would take some time for them to get him back to the

%6 6RQLD 5RE O HMZxiz6 KitiGRagid, music, and gender in Greater Mexico, 1923~ 3K' GLVV
Michigan State University, 2012), Joy Elizabeth HayReio Nation: Communication, Popular Culture, and
Nationalism in Mexico, 1920940(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2000).

7 * LOEHUW 3% )LHOG 6WXG\ LQ OH[LFR ~
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U.S. In the meantime, this recent high school graduate and children of migramtedra
throughout Mexico and worked for numerous American companies and socialized with Mexicans
and Americans.

Joseph worked in a number of jobs. He worked at a sulfur plant in Morelos and for
Brunswick de Mexico, which constructed bowling alleys and $awling equipment. At Avis
Chambers of Mexico, he supervised purchasing orders. In these three jobs, his ability to speak,
read, and write in English were likely an advantage. His ability to move between English and
Spanish and serve as an intermediayMeen Americans and Mexicans was his most important
DVVHW DQG KHOSHG KLP VHFXUH HPSOR\PHQWmeivanValKk H OH[LF
(QJOLVK™ QHzZVSDSHU KH ZRUNHG DV D WUDQVODWRU )RU W
policeand PHULFDQ WRXULVWV FRPPXQLFDWH ZLWK HDFK RWKHL
domestic abuse incident. Joseph also took part in-Ergle binational projects. In Veracruz, he
ZRUNHG IRU 2OD FRPLVLRQ SDUD OD H g UamahdDdathy@essel OD IL
Commission in Oaxaca, for the United States Railway Mission in 1944. In all three, he facilitated
communication between American professionals and Mexican workers. For the railroad project,
for example, he was in charge of transigtorders from American bosses, often engineers, to
Mexican laborers.

Enrigue Vega, the young man who arrived and enjoyed living in Zacatecas found similar
type of employment. In 1941, approximately nine years after arriving to Mexico, Enrique traveled
to Mexico City. In the mid 1940s, he was employed by the American government and later by the

Mexican government to work on the Hoof and Mouth proggam.

LU L L |
98 Enrique Vega, interviewed by Christine Valenciana, September 3, 1972, MACHP, CSUF, Fullerton, California.
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In addition to English, Eduardo Venegas used business skills acquired from working in his
I D P L O\&W stk 1 Los Angeles to supported his new family. Eduardo migrated and settled
in Mexico in 1944, where he got married and had five children. In Los Angeles, at the family-run
Venegas store, he was exposed to the buying and selling of goods, which required careful
observation of the market, book keeping, and developing strong relationships with clients. All of
WKHVH WKLQJY SURYHG LQVWUXPHQWDO WR UXQQLQJ WKH V
VWRUH LQ *XDGDODM D U GOtiativk, Hedd’kdd itgodothet wayd DX WaKihphfindy L Q
In August of 1949, he took courses at U.S. consulate in Guadalajara in order to become an English
teacher. By teaching English, Eduardo could earn ten dollars per hour. Raised in Los Angeles,
Eduardo was likely more proficient in English than most Guadalajara residents. He planned to
ZRUN KDOI GD\ DV D WHDFKHU DQG WKH RWKHU KDOI GRLQJ Z|
he wrote to his father Miguel.99 Just a few months after Eduardo wrote to Miguel the prospect of
IDLOXUH ZDV RQ WKH KRUL]JRQ 3:+HUH ~ (GXDUGR LQIRUPHG K
ZHOO VLQFH DERXW WKUHH PRQWKY WKH TXHVWLRQ RI WKH
leather, because a Mr. Pasque is exporting all of it to the United States and the little that remains
KHUH LV YHU\ EDGowOQG&DHUSR@DWMHNQDEOH WR PHHW KLV FXVYV
sales were cut in half. Fortunately, he was earning approximately $325-a-month teaching English
classes. While Eduardo anticipated that things would improve in two-to-three months, his English
ODQJXDJH VNLOOV ZHUH NH\ WR KLV IDPLO\YfV VXVWHQDQFH
Like these men, young women benefited from knowing English. After living in San Luis

Potosi for more than a decade, the U.S.-born repatriate Esperanza Martinez worked as translator

99 Eduardo to Miguel Venegas, August 11, 1949, Box 2, VFP, Los Angeles, California.
100 Eduardo to Miguel Venegas, February 6, 1950, Box 2, VFP, Los Angeles, California.
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for the governor of San Luis Potos’ Gonzalo N. Santos (194®)101 Emilia Casta—eda and
Theresa Mart'nez found more informal work, but also used English in their new sefimays.
Casta—eda and Mart'nez families placed their daughters in the homes of friends, families, and
acquaintances. As Pierrette Hondag&atelo has shown for the contemporary period, domestic
work often placed woman in vulnerable positions, but it alsoigeovthem with housingp2Since
the Casta—eda family struggled to establish a home, domestic work was a good option. As a twelve
yearold, Emilia worked as a babysitter for Jesus Aranda, the owner of an automobile repair shop.
In addition to caring for th&randa children, Emilia translated letters from English to Spanish for
Mr. Aranda. In her teens, Emilia worked as a live in nanny with extended kin as well as other
Mexicans, while her brother and father traveled the countryside looking for work. Lola, an
extended family member, got her a job working for the Valdez family, who owned a dairy farm.
She sang and spoke English with the oldest daughters. According to Emilia, children of middle
class families were much more likely to know English and less likefyown upon repatriates
who spoke it. The very large Mart'nez family left the United States on August 3, 1931 and settled
with relatives in Torre—n. In an effort to maximize their limited resources, the Mart’nez father sent
Theresa to work and live onranch with a wealthy family. Like Emilia, she sang to the children
in English.
Conclusion

While families made up a large proportion of the total number of repatriates, historians of

repatriation have not examined how families worked during thet@ejpression. This chapter

demonstrates that families were central to the entire process. From Mexico, relatives provided

101 Enciso, “Regreso a casa.”
102 See Pierrette Hondagn&otelq Doméstica: Immigrant Workers Cleaning and Caring in the Shadow of
Affluence (University d California Press: Berkeley, Los Angeles, 2001).
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future repatriates with advice and helped them decide whether to return to Mexico or stay in the
United States. Through correspondence, the Venegas family explored repatriation in the early
1930s and again in 1939. Once repatriates arrived to Mexico, they received material support from
siblings, parents, and extended family. While the U.S. and Mexican state funded the
transportations of Mexicans, it was ultimately the family that provided the necessary infrastructure
to integrate repatriates into their new environments.

As part of migrant families, migrant children born in the United States accounted for at
least forty percent of the total number of Mexicans who returned to Mexico from 1929 to 1934.
Rather than emphasize their difficult adjustment to Mexico, this chapter pays careful attention to
their diverse experiences and emphasizes their affinity and distance to Mexico. By revisiting their
time in Mexico | demonstrate that previous portraits are inadequate and tell us very little about
their actual role during the Great Depression. As individuals with ties to both Mexico and the
United States, migrant children played an important role in both Mexico and the United States. In
both countries they found work. The labor of the Venegas children, I demonstrate, enabled the
family to operate two homes and two businesses. In short, migrant children were part of migrant
IDPLOLHY D WWRIPMO VWUDWHILHYV 7KH IROORZLQJ FKDSWHU |
return to the United States. It explores the relationship between the transnational family, the agency

of repatriates, and U.S. citizenship.
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Chapter 5
Returning to the United States: Repatriates, the Family, and the State

From March 1931 to April 1934, Los Angeles County provided 13,332 Mexicans with free
passage to the bordeiThis was part of an effort by U.S. and Mexican officials to repatriate
Mexicans taheir hometowns or destinatiasf their choosing. Organizations in the United States
provided Mexicans with transportation to the border and the Mexican government furnished
passage the rest of the way. In August 1931, George P. Clements of the Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce observedexican families departing for Mexico from the Southern Pacific Depot. In
an interdepartmental memo, he expressed some serious misgivings about the process. Mexicans,
DFFRUGLQJ WR &0OHPHQWY ZHUH 3«WROG WKDW WKhhk FRXOG |
WKLV LV D JUDYH PLVWDNH™ KH ZURWH WR OU $UQROO 3EH
ERDUGHG D WUDLQ bDbQG UHFHLYHG D IUHH ULGH WR WKH ERU:
3/RV $QJHOHV &RXQW\ "HSDUW P H é&\sigratugekoDané & tHoificialsW D P S L
,QVWHDG Rl HYLGHQFH RI UHVLGHQF\ LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWH
KDG UHFHLYHG FKDULW\ ZKLFK PDGH 3LW LPSRVVLEOH IRU
provision in immigrationODZ EDUUHG WKRVH ZKR ZHUH 3SOLNHO\ WR EH
entire process also hindered the potential return of U.S. citizens. Clements estimated that U.S.
born Mexicans accounted for roughly sixty percent of the approximatehthonsand dur
hundred passengers ttdgparedon that August day in 1931. Even though they were citizens, the

EXUGHQ RI SURRI ZDV SODFHG DFFRUGLQJ WR &OHPHQWYV 3H

1<XNL 2GD 3)DPLO\ 8QLW\ LQ 8 6 -,PPLJIKD VGLRIBIRDIvESity, 2014),39.

2 Mr. Clements to Mr. Arnoll, Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, August 17, 1931, Box 62, George Pigeon
Clements Papers, 182945 (Collection 118), UCLA Library Special Collections, Charles E. Young Research
Library, Los Angeles, California.
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Clements’ memo poignantly documents U.S. officials’ deliberate and underhanded
attempt to permanently ban all Mexicans who rode in one of the many trains headed back to
Mexico. Reports by U.S. officials on both sides of the border demonstrate that there were other
ways in which government officials attempted to prohibit the re-entry of Mexican nationals and
U.S. citizens. For a 1933 report about the border, Geo L. Coleman spoke with Mexican and
American consular and immigration officials, lawyers, social workers, and individuals associated
with organizations like the Chamber of Commerce. The Mexican consul at Los Angeles, Alejandro
V. Martinez, informed Coleman that “the papers and documents of those being repatriated were
take[n] away from them at the border, some of which might be of value for their returning at some
future date, legally.” This claim was confirmed, according to Coleman, “by our San Diego office.”3
In addition to taking documents away from repatriates, officials along the border neglected to
record Mexicans’ entry into the United States. U.S.-born Mexicans who crossed into Mexico
requested to be registered at immigration offices in order to facilitate their return into the United
States. Not surprisingly, inspectors often refused and offered to examine them upon return. In one
instance, according to the American Vice Consul Powell, the immigration officers flippantly told
one Mexican to “go over and find out when you return.” In a letter to the Secretary of State, the
American consul at Nuevo Laredo confirmed immigration authorities’ willful neglect and noted
the implications for migrants who entered the United States legally: “Those legal entrants who do

not register their departure with the American immigration authorities are unable to reenter without

3 Geo L. Coleman to Commissioner, Immigration, and Naturalization Service, “Re: Mexican Border problems,”
September 16, 1933, “Mexican Americans living in Texas,” 55877/443, Records of the Immigration and
Naturalization Services, Record Group 85, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
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visas within six months as they have BoFFHSWDEOH S URR I4 Wé$hoi,Mé&icédh UHHQW
PLJUDQW IDPLOLHVY UHWXUQ WR OH[L&RYZDYV VWUXFWXUHG W
$PHULFDQ RIILFLDOVY HIIRUWYV WR GHQ\ OH[LFDQ IDPLOLH
confirm Chicano/aand&b KLVWRULDQVY FKDUDFWHUL]DWLRQ RI UHSDW
FLYLO ULJKWV $V /LQGD & 1RHO DUJXHV UHSDWULDWLRQ
Mexican migrants as temporary sojourners. Repatriation, in her view, was primarilyltaofes
SLQFUHDVHG LQFLGHQWY RI UDFLDO GLVFULPLQDWLRQ WKH |
WKUHDWHQHG UHPRYDO IURP UHOLHI dFBOsSOY onBu@@Galfi@iv LP LG D
W R 1IRHOTV KLVWRU\ R éxitard Sipahts labdLBRDIQ youthQE& HUV 0
SDVVLYH DQG KHOSOHVYVY YLFWLPV ,QGHHG VFKRODUVY DWW
frames repatriation within the 1930s and produces a linear narrative of migration from the United
States to Mexico. ThV FKDSWHU FRQWULEXWHYV WR WKLV VFKRODUVK
the return to the United States and by thinking critically about the relationship between repatriates
and U.S. citizenship.In other words, instead of assuming that citizemgield no value for

Mexicans during the Great Depression, | think of citizenship as a site of negotiation. Using archival

4 American Consul at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico to Secretary of State. November 26, 1930, Box 1209, Record Group

59, General Records of the Department of Stdédional Archives and Records Administrati@ollege Park,

Maryland (Hereafter, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD).

5 Linda C. Noel Debating American Identity: Southwestern Statehood and Mexican Immigi@timson:

University of Arizona Press, 2014), 146.

6 | refer to U.S:born Mexicans as repatriates because they were part of the repatriation movement during the Great
Depression. There is a small, gut growing body of literature that offers new perspectives on repatriation.

Yuki Oda examines immigration laws show that it became increasingly difficult for U.S. citizens to pass on
citizenship to their MexicalERUQ FKLOGUHQ 6HH <XNL 2GD 3)DPLO\ 8QLW\ LQ 8 6 ,PF
(PhD diss., Columbia University, 2014); Marla Andre Ram’rez usehistalries to follow the efforts of three

families across three generations. Sh¥ HV WKH WHUPV 3SEDQLVKPHQW’ ™ WaishhietRUL]H LOOF
UHIHUV 3WR FLWL]HQV ZKR DUH EDQQHG IURP WKHLU KMPPHydaRPOMQWU\ =~ 6KH
XQRIILFLDO ODWHU EHFRPLQJ RIILFLDO SROLF\ ~ ZKLFK FODVVLILHG 3GLU
LPPLJUDQWY LQ WKHLU SDUHQWYV $&6G RQUWEAE B/MHEGH IDVOWHY KA PW\F R K Q M/HJ \* H (
ExclusionWKURXJK OH[LFDQ p5HSDWULDWLRQY DQG WKHS3XR@UW VFV SRIL YAHUN UX
of California, Santa Barbara, 2015).
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sources from the National Archives and Administration records, this chapter focuses on two central
strategies that Mexican migrant faies deployed to claim citizenship and return to their homes.
In the first section, | document how family members in both Mexico and the United States
requested resource and aid from the U.S. government by visiting U.S. consular offices and penning
letters. After analyzing the content of the letters, | outline the outcome of these petitions. The
second section focuses on the actions of-ddbn youth and children who resided along the U.S.
Mexico border. Taking advantage of their proximity to the UnitedeS, these families sent their
children to live and work just north of thé.S-Mexico border. Collectively, examining these
practices helps us understand migrstate relations, the limits and possibilities of practicing U.S.
citizenship in Mexico, anthe importance of transnational families.
Petitioning the State

Using records from the Secretary of State and consular offices at Guadalajara, Torre—n,
Chihuahua, and Mexicali, this section constructs a history of migrant requesisi Mexico,
U.S-born youth, migrant parents of U.S. citizens, and U.S. citizens married to Mextianais,
visited the consul androte to U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt. In the United States, siblings,
parents, and grandparents wrote to U.S. officials on behadfpaftriates. From both sides of the
border, Mexicans asked the government for financial assistance, help acquiring proof of U.S.
citizenship, and gaining entrance into the United States. In emphasizing their financial and familial
hardships, affinity tolte United States, and their citizenship status, repatriates demonstrated that
they were worthy of state resources. Despite their heartfelt narratives, the Secretary of State denied

PLIJUDQWVY UHTXHVWY IRU ILQDQFLDO D ViheLiMaddasEpport: KLOH F

71 selected Guadalajara and Torre—n because they are ws@yding regions and Chihuahua and Mexicali because
of their proximity to the United States. For Mexicali, | only used correspondence between consular officials. In the
near future, | plan to research the records of additional consular offices in Mexico and include migrant letters and
interaction with the Mexiali consul.
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they desired, the U.S. government did help facilitate the movement of birth certificates and
financial resources from relatives in the United States to repatriates in Mexico.

From Mexico, U.S.-born Mexicans made claims to U.S. citizenship by replicating Mexican
migrant practices such as writing letters and visiting consuls. They also participated in
developments specific to the New Deal and FDR’s presidency. As I demonstrate in chapter two,
Mexican parents and youth wrote to Mexican presidents and officials and sought assistance from
Mexican consular officials. In her study of the northern Mexico borderlands during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century, Sonia Hernandez found that peasant women petitioned
both state and national authorities. Writing petitions, she argues, “survived and crossed the border
along with Mexican women.”s If migrants brought these practices to the United States, their
children now deployed them in Mexico. As former residents of the United States and U.S. citizens,
repatriates were also part of political changes taking place within U.S. society. While Americans
wrote to the nation’s first presidents, letter writing reached unprecedented heights during Franklin
D. Roosevelt’s presidency. The cultural historian Leila Sussmann refers to this as a “revolution in
political mail.”s Roosevelt received half a million letters during his first week in office and an
average of 6,500 a day in 1934.10 Historians attribute the rise of a cohort of “plebian writers” to
advent of the radio in the 1920s and 1930s, new pedagogy and increased emphasis on letter writing

in elementary and junior high schools, the Great Depression, a desire to write and engage the

8 Sonia Hernandez, Working Women into the Borderlan@Sollege Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2014),
13.

9 See Jack McLaughlin, To His Excellency Thomas Jefferson: Letters to a Pres{@ient York: W.W. Norton &
Co 1991); Harold Holzer, ed.,, Dear Mr. Lincoln: Letters to the PresidefReading, Mass: Addison-Wesley
Publishing Co, 1993); Leila Sussmann, “Mass Political Letter Writing in America: The Growth of an Institution”
The Public Opinion Quarterlyol. 23, No. 2 (1959).

10 Paul David Husbands, “The People’s President”: Letter Writing, The Presidency and Popular Politics in Late-
Nineteenth to Mid-Twentieth-Century America” (PhD diss., Duke University, 2007), 232, 234.
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president1 1HZ '"HDO SURJUDPV DQG )'5 Y \edSHe relaticBshipFetwbed sSh& FK D Q
Federal Government and individual citizandVhile the New Deal did not materially benefit

Mexicans in the United States, it created an opening for Mexicans to claim rights. Focusing on
women in El Paso, Texas Yolanda Chilkegva shows that domestic workers used the National
Industrial Recovery Act of 1933 to justify their right to organize a union. For Leyva, these efforts
ZHUH SDUW RI D ODUJHU HIIRUW E\ 20H[LFDQ $PHULFDQV" W
Transnatioal Mexican lettemriting during the 1930s marks an unexplored history of the Great
Depression, repatriation, and U.S. citizenship.

Repatriates petitioned U.S. officials and presidents for a range of things, but their most
common request was for fundsdatransportation to return to the United States. An overwhelming
majority of letters were written by females: mothers and migrant daughters who were born or
raised in the United States. For example, after an unsuccessful visit to the American consul in
Guadalajara, Mrs. Cora J. Campos, a U.S. citizen and mother of six children informed President
JUDQNOLQ ' 5RRVHYHOW WKDW 3, ZDQW WR JR WR P\ EHORY
SOHDVH 7~ VKhh I20%pEnGhHdiguage letter of April 1939ar’'a Elena Campos de

11 Paul David Husband$¢7KH 3HRSOHYV 3UHVLGHQW " /HWWHU :ULWLQJ- 7KH 3UHVLG

Nineteenth to MidTwentiethCentury Americd 3K' GLVVY 'XNH 8QLUMHOWLBXWVPDQQ 30DVV

SROLWLFDO /HWWHU :ULWLQJ LQ $P Hbé Fublic Dgimort QURENWH. BIND.Q ,QVWLWXWL

(1959).

12/HLOD 6XVVPDQQ 30DVV 3ROLWLFDO /HWWHU :ULWheRLblicO@HULFD 7KH

QuaterlyVol. 23, 2 (1959) For more on the New Deal and its impact on local politics and political participation see

Mason B. WilliamsCity of Ambition:FDR, La Guardia, and the Making of New Y@ew York and London:

W.W. Norton & Company, 2013) aridzabeth CohenMaking a NewDeal: Industrial Workers in Chicago, 19419

1939(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990); For more on letter writing and political participation see

(GXDUGR (OHQD 3:KDW WKH 3HRSOH :DQW 6WDWH 30DQQ1996 DQG 3ROLW
“Journal of Latin American Studig¥ol. 37, No. 1 (2005)

13Yolanda Chivez Leyv&2)DLWKIXO +DUGZRUNLQJ OH[LFDQ +DQGV OH[LFDQD :RUNH

Depression” in Perspectives in Mexican American Studi@s. 5. ed., Juan R. Garc’@ucson: The University of

Arizona, Mexican Americastudies and Research CentE995.

14 In her work on 1930s Russigheila Fitzpatriclargues that lettez ULWHUV ZHUH OLNH 3PHPRLULVWYV I

HQJDJHG LQ 3D VRUW®eR66HIOR B BB HBRr: ULWLQJ LQ 6RYLHW 5XVVLD LQ W

Slavic Review/ol. 55,1 (1996),78-105

15 Mrs. Com J. Campos to President Franklin Roosevelt, June 25, B8283,244 RG 59, NARA, College Park,

MD.
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Guzmin asked Roosevelt to assist her and her seven children to return to either Livingston or

Modesto, California, cities where they had lived for eight and seven years, respasti/e\s U D \

to God every nite that we can go back ooDQG LI \RX FDQ KHOS XV SOHDVH ¢

Evelyn Romero, a U.S. citizen and mother of seven-blofn girls, wrote to President Roosewelt.

Nicha Rodriguez, one of seven children, deployed her limited English language skills to address a

letter to38 QFOH 6DP RU 3UHVLGHQW ~ :ULWLQJ IURP 1RFKLVWODQ

would assist her family in returning to lowaFor two U.S. citizens, the desire to return was so

urgent that in their correspondence with government officials tregoged to return without their

husbands, both of whom were Mexican nationals. A pregnant Mar'a Leona Senecal described

KHUVHOI DV DQ $PHULFDQ ZRPDQ LQ JUHDW GLVWUKWVV" ZKF

For three years, Marrion Terriquez wrdie charity organizations in the United States, the

6HFUHWDU\ RI 6WDWH DQG 3UHVLGHQW +HUEHUW +RRYHU D(

RQH RI KHU ODVW OHWWHUV LQ 5LV P\ UHSDWULDWLRQ

KXVEDQGRFDRWY GRQIW NQRZ ZKDW LV JRLQJ WR KDSSHQ WR

WKHUH LV QR KXPDQLW\ QR FKDULWX» VSHFLDOO\ IRU WKH SR
From the United States, family members requested financial assistance on behalf of their

relatives in Mexico. Working with Isabel Lopez of San Francisco, California, Willard W. Shea, a

public defender in Oakland, California, contacted the Department td. $arora, her thirteen

year old daughter, was born in Nevada in 1920, but was living with a Miss Labra in Ocotlan,

16 Mar'a Elena Campos de Guzmzn to President Franklin Roosevelt, April 19, 1939, BoR12589, NARA,

College Park, MD.

17 Evelyn Romero to President Franklin Roosevelt, March 18, 1938, Box RZ69, NARA, College Park, MD.

18 1LFKD 5RGULJXH] WR 38QFOH 6DP RU 3UHVLGHQW ~ YHEUXDU\ %R
Record Group 84&Records of Foreign Service Posts of the Department of, Stational Archives and Records

Administration College Park, Maryland @teafter, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD).

19 Mrs. Leopoldo De Soto to President Roosevelt, August 1, 1938, Box R&139, NARA, College Park, MD.

20 Marrion Terriquez to Minister of ExteriordRations, January 19, 1938ox 1247 RG 59, NARA, College Park,

MD.
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Jalisco. Labra was willing to send the child to her mother, but like Isabel, was unable to cover the
cost of transportation. Functioning as an intermediary, the public defender wrote to the Department
of State to inquire if there was “any provision for the return of this child.”21 Like Isabel, Paula
Chavayo wanted the government to bring her daughter to the United States. In 1933, Paula received
a letter from her daughter Nettie Navarro, who was living in Ciudad Garcia, Zacatecas with her
husband and eight children. Nettie described their poor material conditions and noted that she “lost
hope of going back.” 22 Paula Chavayo, however, did not give up. She forwarded her daughter’s
letter to President Roosevelt and asked him to “help me to bring my daughter back from Mexico.”23
From New Mexico, Teodora B. Urioste wrote a letter to her senator on behalf of her daughter’s
children. After two years of living in Ledn, Guanajuato, the oldest of four U.S.-born children wrote
to his grandmother. She responded to her grandchildren’s plight by penning a letter to her senator.
“l am writing a few lines to ask a great favor of you,” she wrote to Senator Bronson Cutting of
New Mexico. She informed the senator of her daughter’s recent death and the state of her four
grandchildren. Teodora hoped that the senator would work with the Mexican consul to provide the
children free passage to El Paso, Texas, where her son could then pick them up.24

Aware of U.S. consular officials’ role in managing Mexican migration to the United States,
migrants requested visas, proof of citizenship, and help with documents and travel. Composed of
Mexican nationals and U.S. citizens, migrant families often needed a visa for one of their members.
Wives and mothers, regularly wrote to request a visa for their husbands. Juanita Ramirez wrote to
the “President of Country” from Los Herreras, Durango, Mexico, in 1937. Her husband, Jesus

Rivera, she explained, was born in Mexico and migrated to the United States in 1917. They were

21 Willard W. Shea to Department of State, September 12, 1933, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.
22 Nettie Navarro to Paula Chavoya, June 28, 1933, Box 1246, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.
23 Paula Chavoya to President Roosevelt, February 16, 1934, Box 1246, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

24 Teodora B. Urioste to Senator Cutting, February 20, 1934, Box 1244, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.
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married in Colorado, the state of her birth, in 1922 and raised four U.S.-born children. During the
Great Depression, they returned to Mexico, where she gave birth to an additional child. After five
years of living outside the United States, she hoped that the government would provide her husband
with a passport.2s Like Juanita, Amelia Luna Hernandez was a U.S. citizen and mother of U.S.-
born children, who married a Mexican national. Amelia contacted the U.S. consul at Ciudad
Juarez, Chihuahua to inquire about a visa for her husband.26 Rosie Garcia, also married a Mexican
national. However, unlike Juanita and Amelia, she was born in Mexico and arrived to California
when she was just three years old. After eleven years of living in the United States, she moved to
OH[LFR ZKHUH VKH HYHQWXDOO\ PDUULHG D 3SRRU™ PDQ )U
asked President Roosevelt to help her family, which included four U.S.-born sisters, to return to
&DOLIRUQLD 3%$00 GD\ ORQJ " VKH ZURWH WR WKH SUHVLGHQ
California and he says that if you help us to come over here thathewi OO ZRUN WKH YHU\ EHV\
3:ill [you] send a passport, “she asked President Roosevelt. 27

Individuals also wrote from the United States. In her Spanish-written letter to the U.S.
FRQVXO DW &KLKXDKXD &DUROLQD 3 GH OXxR] LQTXLUHG DE
KH FRXOG UHMRLQ P\ FRPSHXQODQEQVKBWORVYLH RI KLV FKLOC
born in New Mexico.28 Writing from Wisconsin, Marian Orozco asked President Roosevelt to help
her sister, Maria Barajas and her four children. She opened her letter by praising the president:
3<R X DBelddt Résident we ever had and the only one we will ever have there was no President

WKDW GLG IRU DOO WKH SRRU OLNH \RX GLG DQG , KRSH \RX

25 Juanita Ramirez to President Roosevelt, February 4, 1937, Box 1246, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

26 James C. Powell Jr., American Vice Consul, to Amelia Luna Hernandez, December 17, 1937, Box 9,
Chihuahua Consulate, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

27 Rosie Garcia to President of the U.S., " April 22, 1939, Box 1245, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

28 Carolina P. de Mufiizto 3& RQVXO $PHULFDQR ~ $ SWihuhua Consulate, RR§4, NARA,
College Park, MD.
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H[SODLQHG (*R¥WRBN WIKG&EH WKDW LI VKHHRREW UBIW/ ®IZD\ 18R
KHOS WKH %DUDMDV IDPLO\ 0DULDQ KRSHG WKDW ODUtDYV |
8QLWHG 6WDWHV 3 | WKH\ OHW KHU KXVEDQG FRPH ~ VKH ZUR
he was working a long time agoandhe FDQ KHOS WR WDNHyFDUH RI KLV IDPLO)
Mexican nationals were not the only ones in need of documentation. It is easy to imagine
families forgetting or losing birth certificates on their arduous journey south, misplacing them as
they joined relatives in crowded homes, or having them stolen by immigration officials. After just
four months of residing in Torredn, Coahuila, Concepcion Ortiz mustered all of her English-
ODQJXDJH VNLOOV DQG DGGUHVVHG D OHWWHU WRhetO\ '"HDU
SDUHQWY DQG \RXQJHU VLEOLQJV &RQFHSFLRQ DVNHG WKH SI
LW LQ WKH IURQWHUD DV ZHK Othbr{iditdd ieXdh@d]l aAliRngRiéd absuR X QW U\ ~
obtaining birth certificates and registering.
Repatriates and their family members in the United States also hoped that the consul would
provide information and facilitate the movement of documents. In an effort to secure the entry of
a young U.S.-born woman into the United States, Elias Tejada of the orphanage Casa de
Beneficencia asked the consul at Torreon to notify U.S. officials along the border about her
impending arrival.31 From Northern California, Pedro Escobedo hoped to obtain information from
the consul at Guadalajara and for the consul toactiYHO\ WDNH D UROH LQnkkthVY VLEOLC
3:RXOG \RX EH ¥R RUQ®WH WR WKH FRQVXO IROORZLQJ WKH GF

VLVWHU DQG EURWKHU DV WR KRZ RU ZKDW WKH\ KD2YH WR G

29 Marian Orozco to President Roosevelt, July 28, 1936, Box 1244, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

30 Concepcion Ortiz to President Roosevelt, August 15, 1938, Box 1246, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

31 Nelson R. Park, Consul at Torreén, to George P. Shaw, Consul at Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, June 18, 1936,
Torreon Consulate, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

32 Pedro Escobedo to the American Consul in Guadalajara, Mexico, August 6, 1936, Box 2, Guadalajara Consulate,
1936 to 1949, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

! "#$



Others aked consular officials to deliver documents on their behalf. Eliza Provencio de Larroque,
of Santa Monica, California, mailed the consul at Torre—n a series of items in hopes that the consul
would give them to her sister, Cecilia Provencio de Sota.

Mexicans on both sides of the border composed letters to FDR and consular officials under
great duress, yet their stories were not written in haste. Letter writers carefully narrated their or
WKHLU IDPLO\YV HFRQRPLF Ry thd@els, ey lcneyed theR Q W H [ \
worthiness of their cause. Repatriates received shelter and financial assistance from relatives, but
found it difficult to obtain financial stability. Writing from Guadalajara, Jalisco in June 1935, Cora
J. Campos informed PresiteFranklin D. Roosevelt that her family had resided in Mexico for
DSSUR[LPDWHO\ VLIWHHQ PRQWKY 7KH\ DUULYHG WR OLFKRL
with his sisters for eight months. Throughout this time, he was unable to secure employment.
Despeate for help, she and her six Ulsrn children went to Guadalajara, while her husband
traveled Mexico in search of work. The Campos children did not attend school and Cora was forced
to solicit strangers for foogh. The Stnchez family provides anothermple of the challenges of
earning an income. The Native American Barbara Priest Stnchez, her husband, and their U.S.
born son, migrated to Mexico when Mr. Stnchez lost his job. In Mexico, according to Thomas D.
Bowman, American Consul General in Mexico®kh WKH\ 3PDGH HYHU\ SRVVLEOH

IRU WKHPVHOYHYVY DQG IRU WKHLU FKLOG ~ :KLOH %DUEDUD V&

33 Eliza Provencio de Larroque to American Consul, Torre—n. July 21, 1936, Box 1, Torre—n Con§uR@, 193

84, NARA, College Park, MD.

34 In her work on 1930s Russi@heila Fitzpatriclargues that letteZ ULWHUYV ZHUH OLNH 3PHPRLULVWYV I
HQJDJHG LQ 3D VRUW®GeRE6XSHIOR BP Q @ VHD QGEritthg W EQuEQRUsSIEHWNA 1980V

Slavic Reviewol. 55, No. 1 (Spring 1996), pp. 7805

35 Mrs. Cora J. Campos to President Franklyn Roosevelt, June 25, 1935, BoR:284, NARA, College Park,

MD.
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continued to rely on their relatives for “shelter.” However, their family in Mexico could no longer
house them.36

More fortunate repatriates found work, but struggled to remain employed. Marrion
Terriquez, a graduate of the University of Rio Piedras, in San Juan Puerto Rico, and Juan
Terriquez, a Mexican national, met and got married in New York City, where they had four
children. 37 From 1927 to 1930, Juan worked as a metal polisher at the Soss Manufacturing
Company in New York City, where he earned forty-five dollars per week. In 1930, he became
unemployed and the family moved in with Marrion’s sister.3s In the summer of 1931, Marrion and
Juan, and their four children, began their journey to Guadalajara. Shortly after they arrived, Juan
began working at the Chapala Electric Company, where he earned 2.50 pesos per day.3s By
December of 1932 he was out of work and was forced to depend on an “odd job for a day or s0.”40
Despite her experience as a school teacher and knowledge of English and Spanish, Marrion was
unable to find work. The Mexican government, she claimed in a letter to President Roosevelt,
would not offer her a job as a teacher because she was an American.41

In their letters to presidents and visits to consular offices, mothers and daughters explained
the negative impact of the unplanned reconfiguration of their families. In doing so, they appealed

to the gender politics of the New Deal’s social welfare programs, which provided aid to women

36 Thomas D. Bowman, American Consul General, to Secretary of State, September 19, 1933, Box 1246, RG 59,
NARA, College Park, MD.

37 Marrion Terriquez to Mr. Harry N. Hirsch, Assistant Commissioner, Department of Social Welfare, September 5,
1934, (date on document, likely written earlier), Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

38 American Consulate, Guadalajara, to Secretary of State, August 20, 1934, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College
Park, MD.

39 Raleigh A. Gibson, American Consul at Guadalajara to Secretary of State, April 4, 1932, Box 1247, RG 59,
NARA, College Park, MD.

40 American Consulate, Guadalajara, to Secretary of State, August 20, 1934, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College
Park, MD.

41 Marrion Terriquez to President Roosevelt, November 1, 1933, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.!
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and children separated from husbands and fathers by death and economic hakdstopa
ModestaRam’rezand Evelyn Romero, for example, ended up alone, withouthhslands after
repatriating to Mexico. Writing to the Secretary of State on behalf of Victoria MoBesterez

H. Claremont Moses, the American Vice Consul at Saltillo, narrated her predicament. Born in
Wyoming in 1910, she and her husband, Fernando Cheshtwo children in the United States

and an additional two in Mexico. When her husband deserted her in southern Mexico, she took her
children north, until they reached Saltillo, Coahuila. Alone and likely without family in Mexico,
she could not cover ¢éhcost associated with immigrant visas for the two Mexiwarm children,

food for their trip north, and the hed#ak43 Like Victoria, Evelyn Romero became the sole
provider of her family. In a letter to President Roosevelt in 1938, Romero narrated heianig

to and settlement in Mexice.Born in Pennsylvania in 1896, she married a Mexican national and
together they raised eight children, one boy and seven4gMath the aid of American charitable
organizations and the Mexican government, the family left their home in Ohio and settled in
Uruapan, Michoactns After seven of months of residing in Mexico, Romero left her husband
and became the sole provider of bewen U.Sborn daughters, who ranged in age from two to
twelve. With no income, she was unable to feed or even house them. To make matters worse, her

VRQ ZKRP VKH OHIW LQ 2KLR ZDV VLFN DQG GHVLUHG WR V&

NI A RRRAT I py|

42 Linda GordonpPitied but Not Entitled: Single Mothers and the History of Welfare, 1885 (New York: The

Free Press, 1994); Alice Kessldarris,In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men and the Quest for Economic Citizenship
in 20"-Century AmericgNew York: Oxford University Press, 2003).

43 H. Claremont Moses, American Vice Consul, to Secretary of State, June 23, 1936, BARGHH, NARA,

College Park, MD.

44 Evelyn Romero to President Roosevelt, March 18, 1938, Box RX3&9, NARA, College Park, MD.

45 Evelyn Romero to President Roosevelt, March 18, 1938, Box RX3&9, NARA, College Park, MD.

46 James B. Stewart, American Consul General, to Secret&tatd, April 12, 1939, Box 124BRG 59, NARA,

College Park, MD.
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wrote to the president of the United States, “that we can go back soon and if you can help us please
let me know soon.”47

Repatriated families often wrote after the death of a family member, which adversely
affected the financial stability of a household. Prompted by her husband’s death in the United
States, Mrs. Jesus Roa wrote to President Roosevelt from Irapuato, Guanajuato. Her six U.S.-born
children, were “dying of hunger.” “There is nobody,” she wrote, “that will give them something
to eat and I don’t know what to do.” 48 The Garcia family experienced a similar loss. Writing for
her entire family, Rosie, the oldest of six children, used her best English to inform the “U.S.
President” that they were “having a very hard time to get along.” The Garcia father died shortly
after the family moved from California to Arandas, Jalisco.49 He was survived by six children,
which included four U.S. citizens. In Guadalajara, Carmen and Jesus Escobedo were forced to fend
for themselves when their father passed away in June of 1936. From Maxwell, California, their
older brother, wrote to the American consul at Guadalajara about the unfortunate incident and
predicament of his siblings, both of whom were U.S. citizens.s0o The death of a mother proved to
be as detrimental to the welfare of repatriated children as the death of a father. Benancio, Juanita,
Manuel, and Nicolas Delgado, who were approximately fourteen, eleven, eight, and five
respectively found themselves, in the words of their grandmother, “destitute there, barefoot, and

starving.” 51 Their mother passed away approximately two years after they arrived to Mexico. 52

47 Evelyn Romero to President Roosevelt, March 18, 1938, Box 1246, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

48 Mrs. Jesus Roa to President Roosevelt, May 22, 1934, Box 1246, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

49 Rosie Garcia to “President of the U.S.,” April 22, 1939, Box 1245, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

50 Pedro Escobedo to the American Consul in Guadalajara, Mexico, August 6, 1936, Box 2, Guadalajara Consulate,
1936 to 1949, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

51 Teodora B. Urioste to Senator Cutting, February 20, 1934, Box 1244, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

52 American Consul at San Luis Potosi to Secretary of State, April 21, 1934, Box 1244, RG 59, NARA, College
Park, MD.
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The father worked as a policemen, but his daily wage of 1.40 pesos was not enough to provide the
children a comfortable material existence.
When writing about financial and personal hardship, authors placed children at the center

RI WKHLU QDUUDWLYHV )RU H[DPSOH 1HWWLH 1DYDUR ODPH
QHDU ZRUHKDMWWEBRRGZWM QW DURXYEBHBEDBHIRR VE&RbédhetW\ 1HW'
IDPLO\YV PLIJUDWLRQ IURP WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYV WR OH[LFR L
IHO O L Qs3 WadRitdRdAIr€y, a U.S. citizen, and her husband Jesus Rivera, had a difficult time
IHHGLQJ WKHLU ILYH FKLIKHGDURWHOWKKLOGHWHIGHYW 3DUH Qt
for the need of food and bred [sic]. The corn is so high in price that we have to work 10 hours for

TWV RkFBRERBR 1RFKLVWODQ =DFDWHFDV 1LFKD 5RGULJXH] L
family was 3VXIIHULQJ Ri# BRQUMHUHRQD 6HQHFDOfV OHWWHU WHR
concerned a child yet to be born. Maria and her husband, Leopoldo De Soto returned to Mexico
ZKHQ KH zZDV ODLG RIlI 3IRU QRW KDYLQJ FLWL]HVRMIL S SDSH!
consul, the couple sold their belongings and left their home in Minnesota in hopes of acquiring
land from the Mexican government. They arrived to Laredo, Texas, on June 1 1938 and with
assistance from the Mexican authorities continued traveling, until they reached Veracruz.se In her
letter, she explained that the Mexican authorities were unable to provide her family with land and
WKDW WKH 3sWKH SURSULHWRU RI WKLV SODFH ZKHUH ZH DUH

XV DQ\ ORRVWULPSRUWDQWO\ VKH LQIRUPHG 3UHVLGHQW 5RI

53 Nettie Navarro to Paula Chavoya, June 28, 1933, Box 1246, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

54 Juanita Ramirez to President Roosevelt. February 4, 1937, Box 1246, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

ss 1LFKD 5RGULJXH] WR 38QFOH 6DP RU 3UHVLGHQW ~ YJHEUXDU\ % R[
RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

56 Mrs. Leopoldo De Soto to President Roosevelt, August 1, 1938, Consul Joseph F. Burt to Consul to Mr. R. Delfin

C, Manager, Line Ward, S.A. October 6, 1938, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.
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only eating “one meal a day.” “I have not to give birth to a child here,” she continued, “as there is
no way for us to care for it.” 57

If narratives of economic instability conveyed need and the death of a family member and
plight of children played on patriarchal values, repatriates’ claims to citizenship and belonging
sought to affirm their entitlement to the nation’s aid. “I am and American woman in great distress
and wish to return to my country as quick as possible,” Maria Leona Senecal wrote to President
Roosevelt on August 1, 1938. ss Marie Elena de Campos de Guzman informed FDR that her six
children “aspire to return to their place of birth, either to work or to educate themselves.”s9o Writing
about her four younger and U.S.-born sisters, the Mexican-born Rosie Garcia compared Mexico
to the United States: “We are very ill and don’t like to live a week more in Mexico my sisters that
are born here says that they belong to America and that they want to get here as soon as you can
send for us.”s0 As mothers of U.S.-born children, Juanita Ramirez, Mrs. Jesus Roa, and Marrion
Terriquez were more direct in their sense of entitlement. “I think I have,” Juanita wrote to President
Roosevelt in 1937, “a rite [sic] to ask my nation for help at least for me and my children.”s1
“Please,” Mrs. Jesus Roa wrote to President Roosevelt, “I want you to help with something because
my children are born in the U.S. And please answer to me.” Appealing to a sense of patriarchy,
Marrion Terriquez framed this assertion as a question. “Who will help them,” she asked President

Hoover, “if you [who] are the father of our nation can’t do it, who will do it?”s2

QRN RN NN NN ARARRARRRRTnTniNaa |

57 Mrs. Leopoldo De Soto to President Roosevelt. August 1, 1938, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.
58 Mrs. Leopoldo De Soto to President Roosevelt. August 1, 1938, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.
59 Author’s translation. Marie Elena de Campos de Guzman to President Roosevelt, April 19, 1939, Box 1244, RG
59, NARA, College Park, MD.

60 Rosie Garcia to “President of the U.S.,” April 22, 1939, Box 1245, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

61 Juanita Ramirez to President Roosevelt, February 4, 1937, Box 1246, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

62 Marrion Terriquez to President, December 18, 1933, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.
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U.S. citizens also tried to connect Mexican natisnia the U.S. nation. Referring to her
husbandMrs. ' HRSROGR GH 6RWR DVVXUHG WKH 8 6 SUHVLGHQW )\
NLQG RI VHUYLFH WR $PHULFDQ WKDW KH PD\ EHFRPH D FLV
payment just as soon as he yetD Q\ NLQG RIRépQtiaReP ho were able to visit the
consul, like Victoria ModestRam’rez proved their citizenship status by presenting the consular
officials with their birth certificatess

Letterwriters framed repatriates as victims ofwarjust system as well as victims of bad
luck. They tactically deployed stories of hardship and characterizations of victimization to try to
gain something in returhthe economic and legal aid of the state. It was their particular plight and
their citzens. S VWDWXV WKDW PDGH WKHP ZR U WrépreRdntelfighrasV W D W H
victim does not denote victimhood. This distinction is best exemplified through their most
common and costly request: funds to cover their travel to the United Staégshaddh received,
after all, free passage to the border from local U.S. charities and organizations. They believed, like
the working class Chicagoans studied by Lizabeth Cohen, that they were entitled to a lending hand
from their governments

Outcome ofRequests

Mexicans wrote to government officials and President Roosevelt during a transformative
SHULRG LQ 8 6 KLVWRU\ :KHWKHU FRQFHSWXDOL]HG DV WK
recent study, or as continuity with earlier moments amm/ements in American history, the

government dedicated enormous resources to alleviate the social and economic effects of the Great

63 Mrs. LeopolddDe Soto to President Roosevelt, August 1, 1938, Box IR&/59, NARA, College Park, MD.
64 H. Claremont Moses, American Vice Consul, to Secretary of State, June 23, 1936, BARG B, NARA,
College Park, MD.

65 Lizabeth CohenMaking a New Dealtndustrial Workers in Chicago, 1998939(Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1990).
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Depressiors As scholars of this period have noted, the New Deal tended to benefit white males

and exclude Africans America and minorities from most of its progras3racing public health
SROLFLHV LQ /RV $QJHOHV IURP W R 1DWDOLD OROLQD
officials reversed their assimilation policies during the Depression and argued that [Jaxita
ELRORJLFDO LQIHULRULW\ SUHFOXGdd G KHQJI RSYRMMALEH QUWMV R
response to requests coming from Mexico should not come as a surprise. Letters written to
President Roosevelt and other government officials were forwandbeé Secretary of State, who

instructed the consular officials to communicate with letigters. Despite the heartbreaking
narratives of repatriates and their citizenship status, the U.S. government consistently denied
OH[LFDQVY UHT X H ¥saistaride. U etterQvEx€)d-redei@ed some version of the following
VWDWHPHQW 3*WKHUH LV QR DSSURSULDWHG *RYHUQPHQW I[X
PD\ EH HHWHQGHG WR GHVWLWX&/H I$R H X QD KRW WWKUHD RKEGIICH D E
$PHULFDQV $EURDG °~ ZKLFK ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG LQ ZDV
citizens abroad. While the state recognized the citizenship status of these reptiteidiesl was

not intended to aid victims of the Great Depression. Indea@ststructured to operate as a type

RI ORDQ RU 3D UHY R QivdeeddéX ah®ah r@aipighssFdf both its short and-long

WHUP VROYHQF\ /DVWO\ LW ZDV WR EH XVHG RQO\ LQ WKH 3|

66 For a review of the literature on President Roosevelt and the New Deal see Robert T. Wad€d2aiQ NOLQ

Roosevelt andhiie Historians: PodRevisionism’ New York History, Vol. 72, No. 2 (1991); Alonzo L. Hamby, 7 K H

New Del: Avenues for ReconsideratioRolity, Vol. 31,4 (1999).For recent scholarship on the new deal, see

Jefferson CowieThe Great Exception: The New Deal and the Limits of American Politics (Princeton: Princeton

University Press, 2016) )RU D FULWLFDO DQG LQVLIJKWIXO UHYLHZ RI -HIIHUVRQ &R
HI[SUHVVHG LQ D DUWLFOH ZLWK 1LFN 6DOYDWRUH VHH 1DQF\ OF/HDQ
International Labor and Working-Class History, No. 74 2008).
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Press, 2006), 117.
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In correspondence with the Secretary of &tiat 1934, the American Vice Consul at
Guadalajara George H. Winters provided four reasons for denying financial assistance from this
fund to one repatriate. :KLOH :LQWHUVY UHVHUYDWLRQV ZHUH VSHFLII
could be applied to many strJJOLQJ IDPLOLHV )LUVW KH QRWHG WKDW
was made possible by charity organizations in New York. Second, he reasoned, that, if the family
UHWXUQHG WR WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV WKH\ ZRXOG@® li#EeH 3LQ QI
VXSSRUWHG E\ FKDULW\ =~ 7KLUG KH DWWULEXWHG -XDQTV OL
EHOLHI °~ KH ZURWH 3 WKDW LI OU 7HUULTXH] FDQ EH FRQYL
be able to secure employment enabling him to do'saLQWHUVY VWDWHPHQW LJ
employment history in both the United States and Mexico. Lastly, he argued that funds provided
E\ ODUULRQYV UHODWLYHV FR 0@ d®hsuBEeknowedgedhsri$t@ig asQ OH |
U.S. citizen, butvas concered that she woulEHFRPH D EXUGHQ RQ WKH QDWLRQ

A case promoted by the consul general in Mexico City suggests that most cases were denied
EHFDXVH WKHUH ZHUH YHU\ OLWWOH IXQGV LQ 37KH )XQG IRU
ThomasD. Bowman requested seventy dollars from the Secretary of State for Barbara Priest
6iQFKH] DQG KHU LQIDQW VRQ 37KLV FDVH ~ &RQVXO *HQHUD
most deserving one, and in view of her inability to obtain relief elsewhaseratjuested that if
DQ\ IXQG UHIHUUHG WR DERYH UHPDLQV RQ KDQG PQ DOOR
$QWLFLSDWLQJ WKH IHDU RI FUHDWLQJ D SRVVLEOH FKDUL

relatives in Detroit, Michigan were willing to housertand her child, but could not cover the cost

LU L Ly

rdlAmericanConsulate, Guadalajara, to Secretary of State, August 20, B8R4247 RG 59, NARA, College
Park, MD!

71 American Consulate, Guadalajara, to Secretary of State, August 20,B®84247 RG 59, NARA, College
Park, MD!

72 Thomas D. Bowman, American Consul General, to Secretary of State, September 19, 1933, BRG BBI6,
NARA, College Park, MDO.
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RI WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ WR WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV 37KH IXQG
FRPSOHWHO\ HIKDXVWHG DQG QR DVVL¥WB®BNXWH/ RYIDNOD B/E
DPRXQW™ RI WKWUXEXCGWH& ZHUH 3UHIXQGHG ~ WKH IX®@G ZDV 3
In short, the Secretary of State rejected deserving cases supported by U.S. consular officials.

$V &RQVXO *HQHUDO %RZPDQTV OHWWHU GHPRQVWUDW
investal in the lives of repatriates. In a few instances, they used their personal funds along with
their ties and connections to help Mexican women return to the United States. American consular
RIILFLDOVY DLG WR (YHO\Q 5RPHUR D QGtheyDnerteDmaotivéed by 6 HQ HF
SDWULDUFKDO YDOXHV :KHQ (YHO\QYV IDPLO\ GHFLGHG WR U
Akron, Ohio covered their travel to the U-Mexico border. From there, the Mexican government
provided transportation to MichoactnAfter less than a year of residing in Michoacfn, Evelyn
Romero left her husband and became the sole provider of her sevdroth $irls, who ranged
in age from two to twelve. She joined other repatriates in writing to President Roosevelt. Like
them, sle received an unfavorable responsEortunately for Romero and her children, a range of
bi-national actors came to their aid. Americans at the local Mirador Hotel in Mexico helped the
family with everyday expenses and communicated with the American acambel behalf. Consul
George P. Shaw and James B. Stewart, the American consul general, used their own personal funds

WR DLG WKH 5RPHUR IDPLO\ (YHQ WKH JRYHUQRU RI WKH VW

SRRRNR NN RRRN NN AR RRRRRRRITTTTT g

73 Secretary of State to American Consul General, September 28, 1933, BoR$:288, NARA, College Park,
MD.!

74 Secretary of Statto American Consul General, September 28, 1933, Box RX4%69, NARA, College Park,
MD.

75 James B. Stewart, American Consul General, to Secretary of State, April 12, 1939, BARGBHH,NARA,
College Park, MO. 3

76 Secretary of State to American Consular Officer in Charge, MZxico, D.F., Mexico, April 5, 1939, BoR&246,
59, NARA, College Park, MDL
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trip to the U.S.-Mexico border.77 Finally, in the United States Mr. Miles of the Catholic
Community League awaited their arrival.7s

In Veracruz, Consul Joseph F. Burt helped the mother-to-be Maria Leona Senecal return
WR 1HZ <RUN 'HVSLWH KHU SUHGLFDPHQW fafidd Q thged&@ TV OH W\
a positive outcome. If she managed to accrue the capital to return, moreover, she would have to do
VR E\ KHUVHOI 3, W DSSHDUV KLJKO\ XQOLNHO\ WKDW WKLV RI
YLVD VKRXOG KH D SnSuDarot&R&MERi@IHona $¥éddl regarding her husband. As
WKH EDE\fV -DQXDU\ GXH GDWH DSSURDFKHG WKH FRXSOH Z
of her discussions with the consul, Senecal expressed her desire to return to the United States
without her husband. Consul Joseph F. Burt visited and then wrote to Mr. R. Delfin C, the manager
of the Ward Line, local agent for the New York & Cuba Mail Steamship Company, to secure free
passage for this future mother to New York City. In his letter to Delfin, the consul explained the
GLUH VLWXDWLRQ DQG RITHUHG WR FRYHU WKH FRVW Rl VKLS?¢
reply.79 Consul Joseph F. Burt convinced the steamship company to grant a fifty percent
concession for a third class ticket from Veracruz to New York and then purchased the ticket for
oObutD /HRQD 6HQHFDO +H WKHQ UHTXHVWHG D FRVW RI Ol
repatriating this mother-to-be, from the Secretary of State.so The Secretary of State denied this
requestbecDXVH WKDW WKHUH H[LVWHG QR SURYLVLRQ RI ODZ RU
the cost of living appropriation for the reimbursement to you of the sum expended in Mrs. De
6 RW R 1V sEIhHs Beflyl, the consul at Veracruz confirmed thathewaV 3«DZDUH WKDW LW
77 James B. Stewart, American Consul General, to Secretary of State, April 12, 1939, Box 1246, RG 59, NARA,
College Park, MD.!
78 Evelyn Romero to President Roosevelt, March 18, 1938, Box 1246, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.!
79 Consul Joseph F. Burt to Mr. R. Delfin C, Manager, Line Ward, S.A. October 6, 1938, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA,
College Park, MD.

80 Consul Joseph F. Burt to Secretary of State, October 31, 1938, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.
81 Secretary of State to Consul Joseph F. Burt, December 14, 1938, Box 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.
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WKH GXW\ RI $PHULFDQ FRQVXODU RIILFHUV WR UHSDWULDYV
+RZHYHU KH IHOW WKDW 3WKH IDFWV LQ WKLV FDVH ZDUUDQ
Soto should not be permitted to staime/eracruz when the cost of repatriating her is not very
JUHDP W ~

&RQVXODU RIILFLDOV UHVSRQGHG WR PLJUDQWYVY TXHUI
information, but very rarely with an actual visa. In his communication with Amelia Luna
Hernindez, a \&. citizen and mother of four U:8orn children, the American Vice Consul at
&KLKXDKXD H[SODLQHG WKDW DOLHQ KXVEDQGYV ZHUH 2QRW F
DGPLVVLELOLW\ X QG H Us\ZénhsuldrPffidiald bBRew mdil€l Onermbidum that
clearly laid out the numerous requirements. Prospective migrants could submit the following
documents, in person, to their nearest consular officials: two certified copies of their birth record,
WZR FHUWLILHG FRSLHV RI ffénDtheiWdiy &f FesEeheeQIDring Bhe IesKfv&V D
years; four fromview photographs, and other documents attesting to their identity and
admissibility into the United States. They were often encouraged to present proof that they were
QRW 3SHUVWRQVEBERRB\D S EwrLdonsulabDadffigiels who were sensitive to
ZRPHQYY SUHFDULRXV SRVLWLRQ GHQLHG WKHLU KXVEDQGVT
a larger patter. In July 1931, for example, sevetgight percent of visa applicatns were
rejectedss According to Linda Noel, immigration officials viewed those who received charity or
IUHH SDVVDJH WR OH[LFR DV 3OLNHO\ WR EHFRPH D SXEOLF F

in Guadalajara and statistics from the Mexicali consofigce support her claim. In the fiscal years

LU L Ly

s2 Consul Joseph F. Burt to Secretary of Stétetober 31, 1938, Box 124RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.
gaJames C. Powell Jr., American Vice Consul, to Amelind_ Hernindez, December 17, 1937, Box 9, Chihuahua
Consulate, 1937, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

g4 James C. Powell Jr., American Vi€ensul, tavir. W.H Harroun September 30, 1937, Box 9, Chihuahua,
Consulate, 1937, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

s Linda C. NoelDebating American Identity.
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ending in June 30, 1936 and June 30, 1937 the MexicaSutar office refused seventgur
percent of applicants. : KLOH 1RHOfTV DUJXPHQW FRQILUPV ZKDW ZH N
seems plausible for theepod from 1931 to 1936, correspondence among consular officials sheds
light on an important shift after 1937.

7TKH "HSDUWPHQW RI 6WDWHITV LQVWUXFWLRQV DQG QR
GRFXPHQW KRZ VWDWH RIILFLDOV X0 GHRJ\EWR R BHDQ G5 YOG IOA
provision during the 1930s.In 1930, just two years after the outset of the Great Depression the
Department of State drafted a circular to its consular officials, which was followed by further
discussion at official confereas. The Department of State made consular officials aware of the
VHULRXV 3HFRQRPLF DQG XQHPSOR\PHQW VLWXDWLRQ"™ LQ W
administration of the public charge provision. While this resulted in a decrease in the number of
vivDV LVVXHG WKH 'HSDUWPHQW RI 6WDWib B a@isgaRMoGHV LU
FRQVXODU RIILFHUV LQ WKH '"HSDUWPHQW RI 6WDWH HJ[S
that the number of visas issued should be kept to a minimum ancbtisular officials were not
SURSHUO\ XVLQJ WKH SXEOLF FKDUJH SURYLVLRQV ,QGHHG
LQFUHDVLQJ QXPEHU RI FRPSODLQWYV™ UHJDUGLQJ WKH 3YLVD

WKDW WKH\ ZHUH 3GLNG R XURWA BXMNRIXY\LBHBHWKH RSSRUWXQLW)\

8633QVZHUV WR TXHVWLRQV FRQFHUQ L Q(MkxBalilC@néulatd, RABAGBY, WAKRAD U FRQIHUH
College Park, MD.

87 [IXF\ 6D\OHUTV VWXG\ RI &KLQHVH LPPLJUDQWY LPPLJUDWLRQ ODZ DQG
to carefully examin@ow authorities applied immigration lavsee Saylel,aws Harsh as Tigers: Chinese

Immigrarts and the Shaping of Modern Immigration Lgdhapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1995).

88 The conferences and state correspondéhé&eY HUHG D UDQJH RI LVVXHV LQFOXGLQJ WKH Fl
ERUQ FKLOGUHQ RI DOERQEBKHQGWHQ*RRWBHPIHIULFDQ SDUHQWY ~ DQG ZRP|
nationals. Women born in the United States lost their U.S. citizenship if they married a Mexican national before

before September 23, 1922 and took up residency in MekimAct of Jun&5, 1936tried to provide these former

citizens with avenues to regain citizenship. This a topic | hope to include in subsequent revisions. See Box 4,

Mexicali Consulate, 193RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

89 Transcript ofConference oAmerican Consulié Mexico City, October 945 1937, Box 4Mexicali Consulate,

1937,RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.
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FRQVXODU RIILFLDOV DQG PRVW LPSRUWDQWO\ 3SWKDW WKFE
DOO WKH HYLGHQFH SUHVHQWHG ~ ,Q KLV LQVWUXFWLRQV V
clarification regarding the public charge provision. His long description of the difference between
S SUREDEOH” DQG 3SRVVLEO\" LV ZRUWK TXRWLQJ DW OHQJWK
It is important for a consular officer to understand that the public charge
provisions of the law gFOXGH SHUVRQV pPOLNHO\Y WR EHFRPH D S)>

SHUVRQV LQ ZKRVH FDVHV IDFWV H[LVW PDNLQJ LW pSURE

FKDUJHVY 7KH ODZ GRHV QRW H[FOXGH SHUVRQV ZKR PL

charges. Section 23 of the Act of2) in placing the burden of proof upon an alien

to show that he is not subject to exclusion, only requires him to bring forward

HYLGHQFH IURP ZKLFK LW PD\ UHDVRQDEO\ EH FRQFOXC

become a public charge.

Family and friends inhe United States played a fundamental role in helping future
migrants satisfy the public charge provision. However, consular officials often rejected visa
DSSOLFDWLRQV EHFDXVH WKH SHUVRQ RIITHULQJ VXSSRUW ZD
SQRW XQGHU D OHJDO RU PRUDO REOLJDWLRQ WRZDUGV KLP
assume lack of support or to reject a visa applicant. It was the job of consuls, the dispatch reminded
$PHULFDQ RIILFLDOV WR DSSGGWMRGWK HVIOH WY ZAVKH FRUUHF

At the consular conference held in Mexico City in October 1937, officials addressed and
FODULILHG KRZ WKH 3OLNHO\ WR EH D SXEOLF FKDUJH" SURY
previously received relief and charity from agesdie the United States. The consulate general
RITHUHG WKH '"HSDUWPHQW RI 6WDWHTV LQVWUXFWLRQ WR W
example. Mrs. Luz Pinon de Rivera received charity in the United States and was now applying
for a visa. The Depd WPHQW RI 6 WDWH LQIRUPHG WKH FRQVXO WKDW
VXIILFLHQW JURXQG IRU WKH UHIXVDO RI D YLVD«  37KH HV

'"HSDUWPHQW RI 6WDWH HOXFLGDWHG 3LV ZK Hi&&dphitedVKH DO
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into the United States at this time, she will have sufficient assurances of support to establish that
WKHUH LV QR OLNHOLKRRG RI KHU EHFRPLQJ D SXEOLF FKDU
it was established that a history of reb&buld not be ignored, but that a visa should not be refused
ZKHQ D *PDQ" SUHVHQWHG HYLGHQFH WKDW KH KDV UHHVW
officials could investigate and research relief record, but only in special cases. They should,
however, UHO\ RQ DSSOLFDQWV WR 3SURGXFH DOO SDSHUV SRVVL
7KH FRQVXODU FRQIHUHQFH RI LOOXVWUDWHY WKDW
EHFRPH D SXEOLF FKDUJH™ SURYLVLRQ ZDV DSSOLHG 7KH VW
1937, but likey became more lenient after the Mexico City conference. For working class families,
affidavits from family members or friends in the United States were central to acquiring a visa.
S5SHSDWULDWHVY PRVW FRPPRQ UHTXHVW Zi@&pdsayieWKH 8 ¢
The outcome of this request demonstrates the importance of having friends and family members
LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYV KLOH WKH VWDWH FRXOG QRW [IXQ(
offered to contact their friends and relaivd he state and consul aided repatriates by acting as
LOQWHUPHGLDULHYVY 36KH PD\ EH LQIRUPHG ~ WKH 6HFUHWDU
*XDGDODMDUD LQ UHJDUGV WR D OH[LFDQ ZRPHQ 3LI VKH ZL
relatives or frienden the United States who may be in a position to assist her, the Department will
FRPPXQLFDWH ZLWK VXFK SHUVRQV LQ DQ HQ@He¥RE WR RE
expended efforts across its vast network to contact friends and relatives mt distiaoften

multiple locations.

90 Transcript ofConference oAmerican Consuls in Mexico City, Octoberl® 1937 Mexicali Consulate, 193RG
84, NARA, College Park, MD.
91 Secretary of State to American Vice Consul, Guadalajara, Box R¥349, NARA, College Park, MD.
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$PRQJ WKH QXPHURXVY FDVHV WKH VWDWHTVY LQYROYHPH
the summer of 1931 and as a result of the Great Depression, the Terriquez family left New York
DQG VHWWOHG thausexbuadhlajasad Rydin@hainarrival to August of 1934, Marrion
wrote at to charity organizations in the United States, U.S. presidents, the Secretary of State, and
RWKHU VWDWH RIILFLDOV 8 6 RIILFLDOV FRPPXQLF@WHG ZL\
3XHUWR 5LFR 6SHFLDO $JHQW & 5 :LOODUG YLVLWHG OUV -
home in Brooklyn, New York. The Noriega family, the agent reported, like the extended family
EDVHG LQ 1HZ <RUN &LW\ ZDV 3LQ PRUWLROD OBYG RDWD X
financially assist the Terriquez family. The State Department also contacted JosZ Cordero Jr. in
Puerto Rico. Unfortunately, he was responsible for the care of his sdwenygar old father, his
wife, and their four year olek In his investigation, C.R. Willard discovered that the family
PLIJUDWHG WR 1HZ <RUN WR DYRLG WKH 3VKDPH RI OLYLQJ LQ
RI ZHDOWK WKH IDPLO\ 3SRZQHG YDVW VXJDU FDQH ODQGV ~
econonic situation known to their friends in Puerto Rico, Josephine Noriega informed the agent
that the family could confide and might receive assistance from Eduardo Georgeotto, the former
HPSOR\HU R1 0D k:BdsBdf MstricWoikftbin the Secretafbtate, the consul asked
Marrion to contact Mr. Georgeotto. Alternatively, if she consented, the State Department was
ZLOOLQJ WR 3PDNH DQ HITRUW WKURXJK FHUWDLQ SULYDWH F

relief is available for her and her fdoOss Eduardo Georgeotto, however, was bankrupt and no

92 Marrion Terriquez taMr. Harry N. Hirsch, Assistant Camissioner Department of Social Welfar8gptember 5,
(date on document, likely written earlieBpx 1247, RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

93 JosZ Cordero Jr. to State Department, July 14, Bx®21247 RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

94 C.R. Willard, Special Agent, to Mr. A.R. Burr, Special Agent in Charge, Department of State, December 21,
1931 Box 1247 RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.

95 Secretary of State to American Consul, Guadalajara, January 22 Bi®32247 RG 59, NARA, College Park,
MD.
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ORQJHU HPSOR\HG 9O DU WIKRHQEQGGD WKBULRQYY UHODWLYHV LQ
Rico were unable to fund her travel to New York.

In other instances, the Secretary of State respotwleelatives writing from the United
States by instructing the local consular office to investigate. The Delgado family provides an
important example. Teodora B. Urioste, of New Mexico, wrote to her senator on behalf of her four
U.S-born grandchildren, Bencio, Juanita, Manuel, and Nicolts, who were approximately
fourteen, eleven, eight, and five, respectivel$enator Bronson Cutting forwarded her letter to
WKH '"HSDUWPHQW RI /DERUTV ,PPLIJUDWLRQ DQG 1DWXUDOL]CL
the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State informed the senator that there were no available
funds to cover the cost of transportation, but that the American consul at San Luis Potosi would
SPDNH LQTXLULHV DQG K¢dThe AnBricahtohld s RN of Bi® ebntacts to
visit the address provided by the grandmother. This official discovered that it was the residency of
Daniel Montes, a friend of the family who had resided in the United States for tfoeintyears.
The Delgado familyused DRLHO ORQWHVY KRPH DV D PDLOLQJ DGGUHVYV
IDPLO\ ZzDV LQGHHG LQ D GLIILFXOW VLWXDWLRQ :KLOH %HQ
shoeVKRS °~ KH ZzDV PHUHO\ DQ DSSUHQWLFH DQG ZDVeyWLOO O
they located the oldest boy and then found Mr. Delgado. After seeing the letter, the father
FRQVHQWHG WR WKH FKLOGUHQYVY UHWXUQ WR WKH 8QLWHG
to the consul and the consul in turn wrote to the SecrefaBtabess The consul informed the
Secretary of State that the total cost, one full fare and three half fares, for a train ride from Le—n
96 JosZ Cordero Jr. to State Department, July 14, Fa®21247 RG 59, NARA, College Park, MD.
97 American Cosul at San Luis Potosi to Secretary of State, April 21, 1934, Box R1349, NARA, College
%Tl\glkeir'c\:AhDﬁ, 1934, Seetary of State to Senator Cutting, March 14, 1934, Box 1IR®&59, NARA, College Park,

99 American Consul, San LuRotosi to Secretary of State, April 21, 1934, Box 1R&,59, NARA, College Park,
MD.
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Guanajuato to Ciudad Juirez, Chihuahua was approximately taevey dollarsoo The oldest

boy, according to the consulzDV 3ODUJH DQG VWURQJ IRU KLV DJH DQG L\
DQG VLVWHUV WR WKH ERU @HhiIZhaCKRN avid Bhe/Ietetetar) of $tatée WD Q F
FRXOG QRW IXQG WKH FKLOGUHQYVY SDVVDJH Mdyihal@dHUH DEC
by the family and provide the children with new birth certificates.

As intermediaries, consular officials helped U.S. citizens in Mexico obtain proof of
citizenship. Like the Mexican consul in the United States, the U.S. consuls inviteiiz éascto
UHJLVWHU LQ RUGHU WR PDLQWDLQ DQ DFFXUDWH DFFRXQW
FLWLIHQVKLS " DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH &RQVXO *HRUJH + :LQWH
serious accident or death, or in case an emergdmyidsarise making it desirable to ascertain
without undue delay the names and addresses of persons residing in a particular consular district
ZKR FODLP WR EH $RMHUWHFDIAVVHWHHYWUDWLRQ FRQILUPHG R
was an importantrocess for repatriates to complete. While citizens were not required by law to
demonstrate proof of citizenship uponemtry, the United States Immigration Officials at the
%YRUGHU 3H[SUHVVHG WKHLU JUDWLILFDWLRQ ZAhoWtkvad/ KLV IRL
relatively easy and important document for citizens of Mexican descent to secure. Applicants were
UHTXLUHG WR SUHVHQW SURRI RIFFLNMZL IS KRR SUDBER LOBGV
preferably a U.S. citizen. Successful applicamése charged one dollar and could renew their

registration, free of charge, by maih U.S. consuls proved to be flexible when accepting claims

100 American Consul, San Luis PotdeiSecretary of State, March 24, 1986x 1244 RG 59, NARA, College

Park, MD.

101 American Consul, San LuRotosi to Secretary of S& April 21, 1934, Box 124RG 59, NARA, College Park,

MD.

102 George H. Winters, American Consul at Guadalajara, to Miss Ana Mar’a Carroll, August 22, 1936, Box 2,
Guadalajara Consulate, 1936 to 1949, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

103 Report on citizenshipBox 4,Mexicali Consulate, 193 RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

1040n June 1, 1937, Lee R. Bluhm of the Chihuahua consul notified Mr. Lauro C. Alvarez, based in Chihuahua city,
that his registration would expire on Juhdlum invited Lauro taenew his registratiofree of chargelLee R.
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to U.S. citizenship. James C. Powell Jr., the vice consul at the Chihuahua, instructed Miss Hertha
Rateike Berm@ H] RI ODGHUD &KLKXDKXD WR SURYLGH WKH S3E}
FLWL]HQYV KL SosmEN &bkepde Bf@ fecorded birth at a hospitable, the consul accepted a
EDSWLVPDO FHUWLILFDWH B3SURYLGHG >WKHt@are ihn&pate/ P RF F X
RI ELUWK LV VKRZQ WKHUHRQ ~ 7KH FRQVXO SURYLGHG +HUMW
that you are unable to obtain a certified copy of either your birth or baptismal record, you should
submit when you call two affidavits execdtley persons, preferably American citizens, who have
SHUVRQDO NQRZ O Hi@ IhHedaids ® ¥ atiidavivéfka witness, the consul accepted
D 3UHSXWDEOH DOLHQ NQRZQ WR WKH &RQVXODWH

From the United States, Mexicans also registered lovess in Mexico. Agustina G.
Martinez and her daughter Angela Cervantes provide an important example. From Indiana,
Agustina wrote to the American consul in Guadalajara. She explained that she had not seen Angela
since 1925 and wanted her daughter to retuthe United States. The Department of State verified
her birth and a clerk at the Federal Building in East Chicago questioned Agustina Martinez and
REWDLQHG DQ SDIILGDYLW,RQI*"KGKBOWDWIDUNRWKKHHBRQVXO LQ
care takerswhen the application was approved, Agustina M. Garcia, mailed the American consul

at Guadalajara, a money order for one dallawVith this proof of citizenship, the consul assured

Bluhm, American Consul at Chiahua, to Mr. Lauro C. Alvarez, June 1, 1937, Box 7, Chihuahua Consulate, 1937,
RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

10s James C. Powell Jr., American Vice Consul at Chihuahua to MiseaHeateike Bermoedez, November 18,

1937, Box 7, Chihuahua Consulate, 1937, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

106 James C. Powell Jr., American Vice Consul at Chihuahua to Miss Hertha Rateike Bermoedez, November 18,
1937, Box 7, Chihuahua Consulate, 1937, RA\BYRA, College Park, MD.

107James C. Powell Jr. American Vice Consul at Chihuahua to Miss Hertha Rateike Bermoedez, November 18, 1937,
Box 7, Chihuahua Consulate, 1937, RG 84, NARA, College Park! MD.

108 Department of State to American Consul, Guadalajara, ddekiebruary 15, 1936, Box 2, Guadalajara

Consulate, 1936 to 1949, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

109 Mrs. Augustina Martinez de Garcia to George H. Winters, American Consul at Guadalajara, February 29, 1936,
Box 2, Guadalajara Consulate, 1936 to 1949,8G\NARA, College Park, MD.
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$XIXVWLQD ODUWLQH] GH *DUFLD WKDW K Uet@ring JkteH U 3V KF
BQLWHG1B6WDWHYV °
&RQVXODU RIILFLDOVY HIWHQVLYH UHVHDUFK KHOSHG W
claims to citizenship. Aware of the power of citizenship, Mexican nationals claimed to be born in
the United States and atteragtto acquire birth certificates from fellow repatriates. The Velasco
family, for example, migrated to the United States around 1908 and returned to Mexico in the early
1930s, as a result of the Great Depression. In 1936 they tried to cross into theSthtésd The
Inspector in Charge at Douglas, Arizona, asked the American consul at Torre—n, Coahuila, to
investigate the citizenship status of Ernesto Velasco, his wife AnaRagiaezde Velasco, their
son Francisco Velasco and daughter Angelina Velds&am'rez DV ZHOO DV $QJHOLQD T\
JesusRam’re3.111 Angelica and Francisco claimed to be born in Kansas City, Kansas. However,
the Inspector in Charge at Douglas, Arizona noted that both were issuepiotanimmigrant
visas by the American consail Agua Prieta, Sonora as citizens of Mexico and natives of Torre—n.
The siblings argued that at the time they were unable to prove their U.S. citizenship and stated that
they were born in Mexico in order to enter the United StateShe consul located edence
UHJDUGLQJ $QJHOLQDYYVY ELUWK LQ WKH UHFRUGV RI WKH 7R
LQGLFDWHG WKDW LQ -XQH RI WKH IDPLO\ UHSRUWHCG
prior, on September 12, 1909. The birth record identifi¢hirtysix old, Ernesto Velasco, as the
father and AnastaclRam’rez as the mother. Both, father and mother were born in San Luis Potosi.
After not finding Francisco Velasco in the Civil Register Office in Torre—n, the consul searched

110 George H. Winters, American Consul at Guadalajara, to Mrs. Augustina Martinez de Garcia, January 18, 1936,
Mrs. Augustina Martinez de Garcia to George H. Winters, American Consul at Guadalajara, February 21, 1936, Box
2, Guad&jara Consulate, 1936 to 1949, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

111 EDW. J. Shaughnessy, Deputy Commissioner to Secretary of State, February 26, 1936, Box 1, Torre—n
Consulate, 1936, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

112D.C. Kinne, Inspector in Charge, to Amemc@onsul at Torre—n, Coahuila. January 28, 1936, Box 1, Torre—n
Consulate, 1936, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.
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the Catholic Chrch Guadalupe in Torre—n, where he found a baptismal record, which indicated
that a Francisco Velazquez was born on July 4, 1903 and baptized on November 2, 1903. Both
(UQHVWR DQG $QDVWDFLDYV VXUQDPHV ZHUH LQBRVdIHFW 9H
WKH QDPHVY RI WKH SDWHUQDO DQG PDWHUQDO JUDQGSDUH(
UHFRUG 7KH FRQVXO DOVR YLVLWHG 5LQFRQDGD GH OD 8QLF
LQ 7TRUUHYQ 37KH VPDOO DGREH XREWWH | RUKAHH B R Q ¥ X O WZIURWW
GHPROLVKHG ~ +H OHDUQHG IURP WKH RZQHU RI WKH SURSH
early 1930s and resided at the adobe house for fourteen months begging in 1931. The consul was
DOVR DEOH WR VS br@aher, Aptinar VelageoMWom fpolinar he confirmed what he
suspected to be true: that the family migrated to the United States in 1908 or 1909 and that
Francisco and Angelica were born in Torress-More intrepid migrants sought citizenship by
acquirirg new identities. This too, however, came under the scrutiny of U.S. government officials.
As late as 1955, officials from the Immigration Naturalization Service and a local Texas judge
FRUUHVSRQGHG DERXW WKH SUDFWLFHURIKSEHBRAL QB DA AN 3K
SUHWHQVHYV ~

In many instances, however, the consul facilitated communication between Mexicans in
the United States and their family in Mexico, and the movement of birth certificates and resources.
For example, in 1936 Eliz/a&rovencio de Larroque wrote to the U.S. consul to organize the return
Rl KHU \RXQJHU VLVWHU DQG KHU VLVWHUYV WZRebroldOGUHQ
30DQXHOLWR ~ ZHUH ERUQ LQ WektolBIRIZWas®ord W MiahRel ( OZ KLPH R

notarized letter to the consul expressed a concern with the provision in immigration law that barred

113Nelson R. Park, American consul at Torre—n, to Secretary of State, March 21, 1936, Box 1, Torre—n Consulate,
1936, RG 84, NARA, College ParkiD.

114W.S. Pickett, County Judge, Karnes County, to Mr. Walter A. Sahli, District Director, United States Department
of Justice, Immigration and Naturalization Service, San Antonio, Téga364/42.33RG 84, NARA 1.
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SDOLHQV" OLNHO\ WR EHFRPH D SXEOLF FKDUJH 3, DP ZLOOLQ
my sister Cecilia Provencio de Sota andm willing and able to put a bond, if required, to
guarantee the United States immigration authorities, that she will never become public charge on
any community during her stay in this country, and that the two children will be sent to public
school at ey W XQWLO WKH\ UHDFK WKH DJH RI ILIWHHQ \HDUYV ~
&HFLOLDYV ELUWK-p&di oriei o Diveé Hsoutberrs Bddific Company for rall
transportation from El Paso, Texas to Los Angeles, and a postal money ordeeéuor diftlars,
the cost of transportation from Torre—n, Coahuila to El Paso, itegd$ton P. English, vice
FRQVXO DW 7RUUHYyQ FRUUHVSRQGHG DQG GHOL¥WithHG WKH\
KHU KXVEDQGYTV FRQVHQW & HAne®thdr degadur&driAugud RAF6K L O G U H Q
Like Eliza, Pedro Escobedo worked with the consul to bring his siblings to the United
States. His sister and brother, Carmen and Jesus, were left to care for themselves following the
death of their father in Jure 1936. From Maxwell, California and Guadalajara, the Escobedo
siblings planned their migration north. Pedro informed the consul that their father had died and
WKDW KH ZDV VHQGLQJ WKHP 3D OLWWOH PRQH\ HYHaU\ GD\ ~ -
were born in the United States and had their birth certificatés.Mexico, Carmen went to the
$PHULFDQ FRQVXODU RIILFH DQG SUHVHQWHG KHU DQG KHU
WR WKH *HRUJH + :LQWHUV ZH W Améhcan citiFehship wowdéd they WD E O L

DUH SURSHUO\ LGHQWLILHG ~ 7KH VLEOLQJV WKH FRQVXO D

115 Eliza Provencio de Larroque to American Consul, Torre—n, July 21, 1936, Box 1, Torre—n Consulate, 1936, RG
84, NARA, College Park, MD.

116In a letter dated July 31, 1936, Cecilia gave her husband authorization receive the documents and funds. Cecilia
P. Sda to Mr. English, July 31, 1936, Box 1, Torre—n Consulate, 1936, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

117 Clifton P. English, American Vice Consul, to Elisa Provencio de Larroque, August 11, 1936, Box 1, Torre—n
Consulate, 1936, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

118 Pedro Escobedo to the American Consul in Guadalajara, August 6, 1936, Box 2, Guadalajara Consulate, 1936 to
1949, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.
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ZLWKRXW DQ\ X Q@G Xftdr inimMunieati@gyWwith’the consul, Pedro worked to obtain
UDLO URDG SDVOHWWO ZHRQ WD\VIRLY WKHLU H#TayplahkddL U MR X
to return to their country of birth in November 1936. From California, Frank F. Valadez mailed
the U.S. consulate at Guadalajara two Pacific Greyhound bus tickets for travel from Nogales,
Arizona to Los Angeles and a money order for twesitydollars and fifty cents to cover the cost
of transportation from Guadalajara to Nogaladn Guadalajara, the consul gave both the funds
and the bus tickets to their intended recipients: Mrs. JuarferdRco and her daughter Rose
Mar'a.i22

The consul played a less significant but still important role in uniting the Esparza siblings.
, Q WKH (VSDU]D SDUHQWYV ZHUH DEVROXWHO\ LQGLJHQ
Jovita. Limited in theioptions, they decided to place the approximately elgream old girl in the
Casa de Beneficencia, an orphanage in Torre—n, Coahuila. Six years after she was admitted,
-RYLWDYV JRGSDUHQWY QRWLILHG WKH RUSKDQD JiktlyWwKDW K
DOVR LQIRUPHG -RYLWDYV EURWKHU ZKR ZDV OLYLQJ LQ D W
he wrote to the orphanage and mailed funds to cover her travel expenses. Jovita journeyed north
with a baptismal certificate, which indicated tha¢ stas born in Arizona on February 14, 1919,
and a letter from the Casa de Beneficencia. This document and her claims to citizenship were
bolstered by the actions of the president of the Casa de Beneficencia, Elias Tejada, and Nelson R.

Park,the U.S.consdD DW 7RUUHYyQ &RDKXLOD (OLDV 7THMDGD ZURWH I

119 George H. Winters, American Consul at Guadalajara, to Pedro Escobedo, August 25, 1936, Box 2, Guadalajara
Corsulate, 1936 to 1949, NARA, College Park, MD.

120 Pedro Escobedo to George H. Winters, American Consul at Guadalajara, September 8, 1936, Box 2, Guadalajara
Consulate, 1936 to 1949, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

121 Frank F. Valadez to George H. Wintefgnerican Consul at Guadalajara, April 27, 1936, Box 3, Guadalajara
Consulate, 1936 to 1949, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

122 Affidavit, signed by Juana R. Franco, for funds and transportation. April 14, 1936, Box 3, Guadalajara Consulate,
1936 to 1949, R@4, NARA, College Park, MD.
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WR WKH FRQVXO DQG QRWHG DPRQJ RWKHU WKLQJV WKDW
VSRNH RQO\ D IHZ ZRUGV Rl 6SDQLVK«" %DVHGre&widt1DGD TV
WR WKH FRQVXO LQ &L XG D8 theXddddjas &ikhdaX D KahBulate: intil a
few days agoand the onsulate is unable to confirm the nationality of the girl, | am writing at the
VXJJHVWLRQ RI (OLDV 7HMD®B D& WIRQBH SRUWKW KIHUFDIMWHDUULY
WUXVW VKH ZLOO KDYH QR GLIILFXOW\ LQ EHLQJ DGPLWWHG
Park listed her physical attributes: dark skin, black hair and eyes, and approximately four feet, ten
inchesi2s When she arrived to the border, Jovita visited the consul at Ciudad Jufrez and was
SUHIHUUHG WR WKH LPPLIJUDWLRQ DXWKRULWLHV® DQG WKHC(
consul at Ciudad Jufrez informed Nelson R. Park, on June 21;74936.

7KH IDPLO\ zDV DW WKH FHQWHU RI OH[LFDQVY HIIRUWYV \
placed the financial cost of transporting citizens to the United States on the friends and family of
repatriates. For neaitizens applying for visas it was theietworks in the United States that
helped them prove that they were not likely to become a public charge. Thus, while the returning
to the United States depended heavily on assistance from families in the United States, migration
north often resulted in éhbreaking up of the nuclear family. Whether families were formed in the
United States or Mexico, they often contained a Mexican national: either a parent or a child. Laws
concerning derivative citizenship were structured to prevertddr8 Mexicans fronpassing on
citizenship to their children. As Yuki Oda argues, the Nationality Act of 1940, which imposed

residency requirements that it made on both parents and children that made citizenship derivation

123Nelson R. Park, Consul at Torre—n, to George P. Shaw, Consul at Ciudad Jufrez, Chihuahua. June 18, 1936, Box
1, Torre—n Consulate, 1936, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.

124Geo P. Shaw, Consul at Ciudad Jutrez, Chihuahua, torNRlsPark, Consul at Torre—n, June 22, 1936, Box 1,
Torre—n Consulate, 1936, RG 84, NARA, College Park, MD.
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SDOPRVW L RSNy oiEahly U.Sborn youthreturning to the United States required
leaving loved ones in Mexico.
U.S. Citizens Along the Border

Throughout the first two decades of the twentieth century, Mexican children and youth
resided along the U.S4exico border. Often pushed by thkexican revolution, they crossed into
the United States to join families, to attend schools, or to work. The less fortunate, often those
without networks, became orphansin the 1920s, it became increasingly difficult for Mexicans
without documents to css the border. Scholars of immigration point to the increased racialization
Rl OH[LFDQV DQG WKHLU DVVRFLDWLRQ ZLWK 3LOOHJDOLW\ -
enforcement of immigrant lawigz The repatriation of Mexican families in the 1930suléed in
the congregation of U.&horn youth along the southern side of the UM@xico border. At least
500 resided in Sonora, just south of Arizona. These repatriates took advantage of their U.S.
citizenship and crossed daily, temporarily resided inlhted States, and demanded resources
from U.S. agencies. Focusing on the Ariz&8@nora region, this section argues that the actions of
U.S. citizens and their status as children forced local and national officials to produce knowledge
about, and policyfor, this new demographic. The actions of these youth force scholars of
repatriation to consider the tangible, though limited, benefits of U.S. citizenship.

U.S. citizens of repatriated families often ended up along the border after their families

faled WR LQWHJUDWH LQWR OH[LFRYY ODERU PDUNHW )RU H[DP

125 <XNL 2GD 3)DPLO\ 8QLW\ LQ 8 6 -,PPLIMOVILR/Y 3RARICFXPELD 8QLYHUVLW\
126 <RODQGD &KiYH] /H\YNI-082% Klpxi6aR QhildrBrvalongahJ.S-Mexico Border, 188930"

(PhD diss.;The University of Arizona, 1999)

127 Mae Ngaj Impossible Subjects: lllegal Aliens and the Making of Modern Am@xiear JerseyPrinceton

2004);Alexandra SternEugenic NationFaults and Frontiers of BetterrBeding in Modern AmericéBerkeley:

University of California Press, 2005elly Little HernfndezMigra! A History of the U.S. Border Patr¢Berkeley,

Los Angeles, LondorJniversity of California Press, 2010).

128ToooftHQ VFKRODUV DVVXPH WKDW 8 6 FLWL]J]HQVKLS KHOG OLWWOH YDO/
Mexican immigration and Arizona provides a good example.&dating American Identity.
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early 1930s with the intention of acquiring land offered by the Mexican government. 129 When that
venture proved unsuccessful, the family migrated and settled in Nogales, Sonora. With the husband
unable to find work, the parents had a difficult time supporting their seven children, four of which
were born in the United States. The mother helped generate income for the family by making and
selling tamales. To ease the faPLO\TV H[SHQV H \-borWdhidrehRoxnkt 8laBives in
Arizona, just across the border.130 Another family, composed of a sixty-year-old retired miner, his
wife, and four U.S. born children 2 an eighteen-year old boy and three girls aged sixteen, thirteen,
and eleven 2 departed for Mexico in 1931. Just a few years after they settled in Mexico, the father
SDVVHG DZD\ ZKLFK UHVXOWHG LQ 3D SHULRG RI HIWUHPH SR
who lived in the United States convinced the mother to send her four children to reside with
them.131 In another instance, a deserted mother was forced to work in a laundry from ten in the
morning to midnight. Her fourteen-year old son was not in school and had a difficult time settling
in Mexico. In dire need of income, he frequently crossed into Arizona.132

These children were part of a larger cohort of U.S. citizens living along the border.
Statistics compiled by Santa Cruz County Welfare Board provides us with an impression of this
problem in the Arizona-Sonora borderlands during the 1930s. As early as 1933, this agency

registered sixty-eight families, which contained two-hundred and twenty-RQH 3$PHULFDQ ER!

120 The reports that I utilize for this section do not provide the names of children or their parents.
10!8QWLWOHG UHSRUW UHJDUGLQJ 3ERUGHU SUREOHPV LQ 1RJDOHV $UL]R
PDLOHG WR WKH 8 6 & KSatla@tAHQufity Bard Ofl9d2iXl SkchRti?and Welfare on February 13,

%R[ 5HFRUG *URXS S5HFRUGYV RI WKH &KLOGUHQYV %XUHDX
Archives and Records Administration, College Park, Maryland (Hereafter, RG 102, NARA, College Park, MD).!
3138 6WXG\ RI &KLOG :HOIDUH RQ WKH %RUGHU ~ 7KH UHSRUW GRHV QRW L
1940s. Box 165, 1943, RG 102, NARA, College Park, MD.
132 8QWLWOHG UHSRUW UHJDUGLQJ *EBEMPUGHUHSWHRERUHW VG R 1 RV HQ FRXIGR
PDLOHG WR WKH 8 6 &KLOGUHQYV %XUHDX IURP 6DQWD &UX] &RXQW\ %RELC
1942. Box 165, 1943, RG 102, NARA, College Park, MD.
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F K L O @4dCHaman Mr. O.A. Smith estimated that at least five hundredhh®. youth resided
in Sanora, just south of Arizona. He used this sample to suggest that at least fifty percent of
UHSDWULDWHYV ZHUH ERUQ LQ WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV 3,1 LV
+XWVLQSLOODU 3WKDW WZR KXQGUHG W KtR thauBaQdsof khBtY H JR Q
QXPEHU EHLQJ RXU RZQ QDWLYH SHRSOH LVWsThEsKE Garked QHDU T
children and youth crossed into the United States for a variety of reasons. Some were accustomed
to and preferred schools in the United Sta@thers crossed daily to find work and earn money
for their families. Officials noted that youth also engaged in delinquency, such as petty theft, and
begging on the streets. Children, youth, and their family and acquaintances also sought more
formal waysto obtain aid and resources by visiting charity organizations and agencies in the
United States.

The actions and plight of children and youth on both sides of the border gained the attention
Rl ORFDO VRFLDO ZRUNHUV MXGJH \ashingipe DWEK For&KIOAGUHQ TV
Smith, the repatriation of U.S. citizens raised serious ethnical questions. By sending these children
DQG \RXWK WR OH[LFR 6PLWK EHOLHYHG WKDW 3ZH KDYH G
American citizens of the rights anlBULYLOHJHY RI WKHLU FLWL]JHQVKLS =~ $P
SSULYLOHJH RI EHLQJ HGXFDWHG LQ $PHULFDQ VFKRROV DQG
to Smith, the challenge of returning to the United States for those families who were repatriated

with the aid of charity organized only added to this grave injustic€he repatriation of U.S.

1331n his 1937 annual report of Ameritairesiding in the consular district of the consulate at Mexicali, consul

+RZDUG $ %RZPDQ QRWHG WKDW WKHUH ZDV 3QR GHILQLWH LQIRUPDWLR
OH[LFDQV ~ +RZHYHU WKH 8 6 ,PPLJUDWLRAQ iéhdd ¥ardSHNMD989,d BAOH[LFR LV VX
identification cards were issued. Box 4, 1937, Box 14, 1RWicali Consulate, 193'RG 84, NARA, College

Park, MD.

134 O.A. Smith, Chairman of Santa Cruz County Welfare Board, to Miss Hutsinpillar, U.S. Department of Labor,
&KLOGUHQTV %XUHDX 6HSWHPEHU RG 102, NARR [College Park WIR.

135 0.A. Smith, Chairman of Santa Cruz County Welfare Botrd/liss Hutsinpillar, U.S. Department of Labor,
&KLOGUHQTV %XUHDX 6HSWHPEHU %R[ WR 5* 1$5% ¢
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FLWLIHQV IRU 6PLWK DPRXQWHG WR WKH QDWLRQYV 3GLV
GHSHQGHQW PLQRU FLWL]JHQV ~ 2W K Htbe Rretic&rmdnt¥/chddidsnH O HV \
DQG \RXWK 33 6 WXG\ Rl &KLOG :HOIDUH RQ WKH %YRUGHU "~ D
SHYHU\ FRQFHLYDEOH VXEWHUIXJH LV XVHG WR WU\ DQG JHW
on relief rolls and in many casése relatives on this side of the line have actually carried their
IRRG DQG RWKHU UHOLHI FRPP RGsiSivdyiHgMh&\ERP&8d Reds réglohl RVV W
Yolanda Chtvez Leyva found a similar attitude among private and public institutionsgBés ar
WKDW WKH\ YLHZHG OH[LFDQ FKLOGUHQ HVSHFLDOO\ 3SMXYHC
O Dz D Q Gishridspéttive of their divergent ideas about Mexican children and youth, the two
officials in Arizona recognized the citizenship statusepiatriates and the fact that many lived on
ERWK VLGHVY RI WKH ERUGHU ORVW LPSRUWDQWO\ WKH\ ZRLU
SRWHQWLDO LPSDFW RQ 8 6 VRFLHW\ 37KH ER\ " RQH UHSRU\
delinquent andbecause of his preference for the United States will no doubt come here to live his
DGXOW \HDUV LI Kiinfekp@inhd QxdtidndléMor accepting a case, Miss Lillie C.
Norlin, a Child Welfare Worker for the Arizona State Department of $8eeurity and Welfare,
DUJXHG WKDW FDULQJ IRU 3$PHUDLFPGR@ ERUMGDEG $PHW IWIOH R
SDEXVH KHUH RU YDJUDBQF\ DFURVV WKH OLQH ~

/IRFDO RUJDQL]DWLRQV DQG WKH &KLOGUHQTV %XUHDX L

energy to sidying youth along the border. In the early 1930s, a social welfare worker in Nogales,

136!3$ 6WXG\ Rl &KLOG :HOIDUH RQ WKH %RUGHU ~ 7KH UHSRUW GRHV QRW L
1940s. Box 165, 194RG 102, NARA, College Park, MD.

137 <RODQGD &KiYH] /H\YD 34Xp 6RQ ORV 1Le&R.8MexictBorBrQl8KIBQ'GUHQ DORQ.
(The University of Arizona, 1999p08!

13 8QWLWOHG UHSRUW UHJDUGLQJUIHRQGHU7RHREHOSRPUMWL G RIHRVI ARAW L FO X
PDLOHG WR WKH 8 6 &KLOGUHQYV %XUHDX IURP 6DQWD &UX] &RXQW\ %RELC
1942. Box 165, 194RG 102, NARA, College Park, Mb.

13913 6WXG\ RI &KLOG :HOIDUH RQ WKH %YRUGHU ~ 7KH UHSRUW GRHV QRW L
1940s. Box 165, 194RG 102, NARA, College Park, MD.
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$ULIRQD FRQGXFWHG LQIRUPDO LQWHUYLHZV ZLWK WHDFKH
OLQH "~ )RU 3% 6WXG\ RI &KLOG :HOIDUH RTXWWKWLRRQGHUHVLW
twenty-five counties within the states that border Mexico. Of the eight replies they received, four
FRXQWLHV QRWHG WKDW WKH\ H[SHULHQFHG WKH VDPH 3SUI
Arizonaui4o These reports were augmenteddayrespondence between officials as well as visits

E\ WZR RIILFLDOV IURP WKH &KLOGUHQYV %XUHDX ,Q )OF
regions of the U.S. southwest.As late as 1941, officials from this agency continued to visit the
southwevW "'XULQJ KHU YLVLW WR 1HZ OH[LFR .DWKHULQH /HQUF
Welfare Services in Santa Fe, New Mexico, with the report on border problems in Arzona.

Finally, U.S. officials reached out to the Mexican government to discussRAD TV 3ERUGHU
SUREOHP” DQG PDLOHG D VWXG\ WRMWKH 6HFUHWDU\ RI )R
Both locally and nationally, U.S. officials acknowledged the challenges faced by Mexican

youth and attempted to create and implement specific policy. In 1941, a wociar from

1RJDOHV $UL]JRQD UHTXHVWHG 3DSSURYDO DQG ILQDQFLDO V
DQG WKH &KLOGUHQTV % XU H D X4 GffiRialgVdeelbpied/ plans [tb pidovileF KL O G !
OH[LFDQ FLWL]JHQV 2OLYLQJ MX\omabRu ptayramhk dalabl@throughté K L QI F

child-ZHOIDUH SURJUDP WR FRQGXFW HGXFDWLRApErearRXWUHD

14038 6WXG\ Rl &KLOG :HOIDUH RQ WKH %RUGHU ~ 7Kdly ftbm&BébW GRHYVY QRW L
1940s. Box 165, 194RG 102, NARA, College Park, MD.

141Florence W. Hustinpillar to Mr. O.A. Smith. November 23, 1888x 481, 1933 to 1936RG 102, NARA,

College Park, MD.

142Miss Lois S. McVey, Supervisor, Child Welfare Services, Depent of Public Welfare, Santa Fe, New Mexico,

WR .DWKHULQD ) /HQURRW &KLHI &KLOGUHQYV %XUHDX 8 6 'HSDUWPHGQ
RG 102, NARA, College Park, MD.

143 Miss Atkinson to Miss Colbyjanuary 231943, Box 36, 1943, RE02, NARA, College Park, MD.

144 Specific Plans and Accomplishments for Child Welfare Among Spp&taking Minority Groups Reported

by the ChildWelfare Division = ([S H G L H566W, Mcervp Hist—rico Diplomitico de Secretaria dadenes

Exteriores MZxico D.F;Box 36, 1943, RG 102, NARA, College Park, MD.
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JURXS ~ DQG WR H[WHQG FDVH ZRUN 1M Rhadity [dnE vOIfaleKLO G U+
organizations in Arizona also helped UcRBizens of Mexican descent in a number of ways. They
often communicated with parents and family members in Nogales and Mexican officials, such as
the Presidente Municipal of Nogales, Sonora. In other instances, social welfare workers placed
children infoster homes. The family composed of a siatyeyear old miner and four U.®orn
children provides a good example. In the mid 1930s, just four years after their arrival to Mexico,
the father passed away and left the mother to care for her childrer-1®heried, but her husband
was unable to care for the children from her first marriage. The agency placed the girls in a foster
KRPH DQG PDLQWDLQ FRQWDFW ZLWK WKH 2ER\ " WKH ROGHV
two oldest siblings would soorelable to care for their younger sistess.

The actions of these local and national organizations are significant for understanding
children and youth along the border in the first four decades of the twentieth century. Scholars in
both Mexico and the Urad States have shown that in the early twentieth century social reformers
became concerned with the plight and future of children as they viewed childhood and adolescents
as distinct developmental stages. Studying the El Paso, Texas border, Yolanda [&yieez
IRXQG WKDW FKLOGUHQ DQG \RXWK LQ WKLV UHJLRQ 3RIWHQ
LQVWHDG XQZDQWHG DWWHQWLRQ ~ 2USKDQV LQ (O 3DVR VK
RUSKDQDJHV EHFDXVH RI 3HW Kr@ek preSantddvhre dré modt roblsteddugiv KH Vv
to track change over time, it is clear that in the 1940s officials in Arizona sought to aid repatriated

youth that held U.S. citizenship.

L L |

145 Specific Plans and Accomplishments for Child Welfare Among Sp&8pglaking Minority Groups Reported by

the ChildWelfare Division © ([ S H G L H66BW, Bceryp Hist—rico Diplomitico de Sear&t de Riaciones

Exteriores, MZxico D.FBox 36, 1943, RG 102, NARA, College Park, MD.

1463% 6WXG\ Rl &KLOG :HOIDUH RQ WKH %RUGHU ~ 7KH UHSRUW GRHV QRW L
1940s. Box 165, 194RG 102, NARA, College Park, MD.
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Conclusion

5DWKHU WKDQ D FRPSUHKHQYV Litblthe BitBDSGiAS, his thelpteD W U L D
FRQVWUXFWY D KLVWRU\ RI UHSDWULDWHVY LQWHUDFWLRQ =z
born Mexicans sought to exercise their rights as U.S. citizens. The two dynamics that | have
outlined show thatthey haB L[HG UHVXOWY 'HVSLWH OH[LFDQVY QDUUDW
citizenship, the Secretary of State denied their petitions for financial assistance. Among the cases
studied, it is clear that consular officials provided Mexicans with funds to returare occasions,
DQG WKHQ IURP WKHLU RZQ SHUVRQDO PRQLHV 7KH VWDWFHE
opposition to the many efforts made and funds allocated to provide Mexican families with free
transportation to Mexico, as well as the amb#giagenda of the New Deal. In her letter to the New
<RUN &LW\ % XUHDX RI &KDULWLHYV ODUULRQ 7HUULTXH] FDS
LQ WKH VDPH zZzD\ " VKH ZURWH 3WKDW WKHUH LV PRQH\ WR G
of U.S. to their own countries, there will not be a cent, to save out an American family from hunger
DQG GHVSHUDWLRQ RXW RI D FRXQWU\ @iDedpitd HislparRioxZ KHUH F
U.S. citizenship did provide Mexicans with access to stdteCainsular officials helped repatriates
acquire proof of citizenship and facilitated the travel of documents and resources from the United
States to Mexico. Ultimately the ability of U-:Born Mexicans to use their citizenship to return to
the United Stas rested on the financial resources of their families and friends. In the end, the
financial burden of the Great Depression rested on the shoulders of relatives of repatriated

Mexicans.

147 Marrion Terriquez to Bureau of Charities, New York City. July 11, 18k 1247,RG 59, NARA, College
Park, MD

! "#$



Repatriates who resided along the LM&xico border relied on a net different calculus.
They took advantage of their proximity to the United States and sent their children to live and work
in the United States. The precarious position of these-biaser children and youth attracted the
attention of local socialworkeV DQG MXGJHV DV ZHOO DV WKH &KLOGUHQ
In this case, proximity to the border forced U.S. officials to acknowledge the detriment of
repatriation on migrant families and U.S. citizens and, most importantly, to develop polities tha
benefited these crodmrder children. Rather than passive victims, ¥&n youth and their
families requested help from the U.S. government.

This chapter advances our understanding of repatriation by examining the relationship
between transnationfdmilies and the state. While there are some important distinctions between
the repatriation process and returning to the United States, there are also some important
similarities. In both cases, Mexican and U.S. citizens approached their governmeetgednahr
their transnational networks. Repatriates often arrived to the homes of relatives and depended on
their financial sources. The chances of returning to the United States were better for those with
family in the United States. In the end, familieskmth sides of the border provided the necessary

infrastructure to accommodate the arrival of loved ones.
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Epilogue
Disobedient Children: Pachucos and the Mexican Nation
By following migrant parents and U:8orn youthacross the U.SVlexico border, this
GLVVHUWDWLRQ FRQVWUXFWY D KLVWRU\ RI WUDQVQDWLRQD
secure rights from the Mexican government while in the United States and from the United States
government while ty resided in Mexico. The first two chapters construct a history of
transnational projects to educate migrant children. Chapter One focuses on the founding of schools
for migrant children throughout the United States from 1924 to 1939. Chapter Two sxplore
citizenship and education by uncovering the efforts of youth, migrant parents, and American
educators to obtain scholarships for Lh8rn youth from the Mexican government. Chapter
Three, Four, and Five offer new interpretations of repatriation by ifogum the relationship
between repatriates and Mexican state, the role of the family during repatriation, and efforts by
U.S-born youth to gain entry into the United States.
| use oral histories conducted during the 1970s, newspapers, field notesapéters,
and government documents to demonstrate that migrant parents asmbikh. $outh deployed a
set of strategies to navigate belonging. In both Mexico and the United States, these families
obtained resources and aid through their familial amsigmal networks, visited consuls, and wrote
to government officials, particularly presidents. Through letter writing, -bogh youth made
claims to U.S. and Mexican citizenship. In their carefully crafted letters, migrant children
emphasized their affink DQG WLHV WR WKH QDWLRQ HFKRHG WKH 8 6 I

YDOXHVY DQG SRVLWLRQHG WKHPVHOYHYV DV REHGLHQW FKLO
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These instances represent formal efforts to practice citizenship and thus uphold a normative
understanding of citizenship. However, these statgered approaches to citizenship were
accompanied by informal and alternative conceptions of belonging and rights. This epilogue
narrates a debate about the identity of pachucos (Mexican American zect)si Mexico City
LQ RUGHU WR GHPRQVWUDWH FRPSHWLQJ LGHDYVY DERXW WKH
%\ DQDO\]LQJ UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI SDFKXFRV LQ WKH ZULWL
popular theaters, and in debut filmtbé Mexican actor Germin ValdZs (better known as Tin Tan),
| show that these actors used the metaphor of the family to discuss the place of these youth in the
Mexican nation.

Pachucos in Mexico City

Pachucos were children of migrants who came efiaghe 1930s and 1940s. They wore
zoot suits (loose, oversized suit outfits), spok—{a semantically complex mix of English and
Spanish), frequented racially mixed dandebs, and resided in cities ino&hwestern United
States. They gained interm@atal attention during World War Il, particularly during and after the
Los Angeles Zoot Suit Riots of June 1943. During the first week of June, U.S. servicemen roamed
East Los Angeles in search of Mexican youth wearing zoot suits. This was a respoasdi¢g¢al
beating of eleven sailors by a Mexican American gang. As many asumdred U.S. servicemen
participated in the stripping and beating of zoot suiters. In the words of Rudy Sinchez, an
H\HZLWQHVV 3ZDONLQJ DQG ULG L QsticRsUtRa¢d3,GIuRsX kdckd,Hhd) KE R U |
HYHQ JXQV ORRNLQJ IRU DQ\ p]RRW VXLWHU JAI¢KaHUbFR XO G L

beating and humiliation, pachucos were arrested for disturbing the p@#ude earlier work

 Quoted in Luis AlvarezThe Power of the Zoot: Youth Culture aRdsistance during World War (Berkeley:

Universty of California Press, 2008)69.

wFor a multiethnic approach to zoot suit culture and violence as well as a detailed description and reading of the Los
Angeles Zoot Suit Riots see Alvay@he Power of the Zodt
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viewed these youth as victina$ U.S. racism, Luis Alvarez argues that through zoot suit culture,
youth resisted an Angl8axon American identity and formed an imagined community outside of
World War Il American nationalismBy focusing on Mexican actors, | ground pachucos within
the Mexican nation and show that this youth culture became a site to both affirm and contest
OH[LFRYV OLQJXLVWLF DQG FXOWXUDO ERXQGDULHYV
Defining Pachucos

%\ WKH V OH[LFDQV RQ ERWK VLGHV RI WKH ERUGHU
children of mgrants who resided in the United State® )UDQFLVFR - DREOQaNAD PDUtD
general de americanims@ublished in Mexico in 1942 and again in 1959Dascionario de
mejicanismos D 3SRFKR™ ZDV GHILQHG DV D OH[LFDQ IURP &DOLIF
Spanish. The word, according Tano Villanueva RULJLQDWHG IURP WKH 6RQRUL
which means to cutThe accuracy of this claim is not as important as the associatibasef two
words. The implication was that pochos were uprooted from their oei¢yins.1940 article for the
Mexican magazinéloy, the journalist and writer Salvador Novo defined pochos as a descendants
of the nineteenth century mythical figure Joaquinritaand claimed that they were either unable
to or lacked a desire to speak SpanislosZ Vasconcelos used this word to attack his enemies. In
his memoir, Vasconcelos referenced those he deemed traitors to the MexicaA aatenesult
of their proxmity to the U.S2 DV 3SRFKDV °~ WKH IHPLQLQH IRUP RI SRF

HPERGLHG PDQ\ RI OH[LFDQYVY DQ[LHWLHY DERXW PLJUDWLRQ

AEERN AR AN R RN RN RARNRRRIT T TTNR Ry

1 Alvarez, The Power of the Zoot

% Tino Villanueva,Chicanos: Atolog'a, Hist—rica y Literari@Mexico: Fondo de Cultura Econ—mica, 1980)
&JosZ Manuel ValenX HOD $UFH 30RM D GLRxos\MéxichrioBed, Bivique Florescano, (MZxico:
Santillana Ediciones Generales, 20@) L

* Salvador Novol.a Vida en MXico en éperiodo Presidencial de Ltzaro @fenas(MZxico: Empresas
Editoriales, S.A.,1964)
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language, and identity. Indeed, asd&pter One demonstrates, the Secretary ofi®&olucation
and Mexican consuls were eager to teach migrant children Spanish and Mexican history.

During and after the Los Angeles Zoot Suit Riots, journalists and comedians used the term
pocho, both implicitly and explicitly, to explain pachucos to aiden audienceAn article inLa
PrensaDUJXHG WKDW SDFKXFRV ZHUH DQ 3DIIURQW WR RXU FRX
not Mexican by birth or nationalitfgxcelsiorclaimed that they did not speak Spanish and lacked
knowledge of Mexico. The viml against Mexican American youth extended to those who
defended them, such as the students at the Universidad Nacional Aut—noma de MZxico (National
Autonomous University of Mexico). In response to the Los Angeles Zoot Suit Riots, these
university studerst organized a protest to rebuke what they perceived as U.S. racism. The Partido
IDFLRQDO 5HYROXFLRQDULR ,QVWLWXWLRQDO 5HYROXWLR:
FODLPLQJ WKH\ ZHUH LUUHVSRQVLEOH DJLWDWRWES tHKR pGR
OH[LFDQ SHRSOH ¥° )RU WKH KLVWRULDQ 5LFKDUG *ULVZRO
SUDWLRQDOL]H- DQIRHOLFH RW DRQ °

,Q OH[LFR &LW\YfV SRSXODU WKHDWHUV FRPHGLDQV H[S
American youth culturéhrough performance. The Mexican comedian Donato took the stage at
the Follies Bergere Theater with his ShawQWLWOHG 34 Xp UHFKXOR HV PL WDU
LVP\ 7DU]DQ" RQ & ¥@HYHQ GD\V ODWHU 5REHUWR 6RWRY{V Vi
(The ODLQ 3DFKXFR GHEXWHG DW WKH /LULFR 7KHDWHU +HUBHE
Mexican comedian was born Junk8B6 in the state of Zacatecas. By the early 1940s, Soto worked

for numerous theater companies and performed at countless clubs icoMGty. Like other

$s 5LFKDUG *ULVZROG GHO &DVWLOOR 37KH /RV $QJHOHV u=RRW 6XLW 5LRYV
3 HUV S HVenldaN3tudies/Estudios Mexicana® 12, 000),380,
#SeeaG Y HUW LV KQBAHR2ulbReIM? RarzfexcelsiorJune 15, 1943.
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popular comedians, Soto brought current events and controversies onto the stage. Josephus
'‘DQLHOV WKH 8 6 DPEDVVDGRU WR OH[LFR IURP WR L
Rl OH[LFR" DQG QRWHG KLV nddrEthis diitande bt Bi@ctSd-hd joWes & L D
SDFKXFRV :KLOH WKH DYDLODEOH SULPDU\ VRXUFHV PDNH
advertisements for the show convey his perspective on pachucos. The word pocho always preceded
the title of thgoprogramio S REHUWR 6RWR WKH 3SXOWLPDWH SDFKXFR = zZD
WKH DGYHUW LYV H Pgdgiviterpxetaci—W3Iotd cdlRdip&fotm as a pachuco because

SKH JRW WR NQRZ WKHP" DQG 3VDEH GH S lkHowirlBomddMHD Q"™ W
well enough not fall for their lies Because of this acquired, almost anthropological knowledge,
6RWR zDV DEOH WR GUHVV WDON DQG GDQFH OLNH 3WKHP ~
the audiences at the Lirico Theater wieeated to a pachuco jazz band imported directly from Los
Angeles, California. However, the advertisement described the sound that emanated from their
LQV WU X BéehqoalotsD vV 3

OH[LFDQ MRXUQDOLVWY DQG FRPHGLDQV Flpwdséd |HG SD
I[UXVWUDWLRQ ZLWK ZKDW WKH\ SHUFHLYHG DV HYLGHQFH RI
affinity for and proximity to the United States. In the press and popular theater, pachucos emerged
DV LQGLYLGXDOV ZKR ODF N lisGryN@iR AtGr&l BackceR.ITid Adiaspofisedk
an entirely different relationship between pachucos, language, and Mexican identity.

Germin ValdZs arrived to Mexico City after Donato and Roberto Soto performed as
SDFKXFRYVY DQG DIWHU covérét the Vs ANgel@si Z06tSDitSRbts. While he was

QRW WKH ILUVW OH[LFDQ FRPHGLDQ WR SHUIRUP DV D OH[LFD

L L L |

wJosephus DaniglShirt-Sleeve DiplomaiChapel Hill: The University oNorth Carolina Press, 1947448
¢ Seeadvertisements igxcelsiorfor June 25 to July 2, 1943

= Seeadvertisements igxcelsiorfor June 25 to July 2, 1943

s See advertisement Excelsiorfor June 27, 19438.
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famous and celebrated pachuco. In an interview conducted in 1968, he reflected on the origins of

SSDFKVIPR™ LQ OH[LFR DQG KLV DUULYDO WR OH[LFR &LW\ +F

popular comedians by making claims to his own authenticity:

:HOO <HV«, ZRXOG VD\ \HV 7KH SDFKXFRV ZKR ZHUH K
Resortes, etc, lacked the peculiardioul brought the true way of speaking, the real

clothing, the chain for the keys, the feather for the hat, the baggy pants, the large
VXLW MDENHW HWF -’

While the attire was significant, the most important difference between Germin ValdZs

DQG FRPHGLDQVY OLNH S5REHUWR 6RWR DQG 'RQDWR ZDV WKI

*HUPIQ 9DOGpPVYT DIILQLW\ IRU MD]] XVH RI| ¢Sdigarpoat@dlQG (QJ(

LQWR KLV SHUIRUPDQFHV DQG ILOPV LQ D PDQQHWiSWKDW FiI

experiences as a teenager along the-M&kico border shaped his sense of self, which in turn was

performed on Mexico City stages, the radimaves, and on the big screen.

Germin ValdZs was born in Mexico City in 1915, but his family moved to Ciudad Jutrez,

Chihuahua in 1931. As a young man, he listened to a radio show from El Paso, Texas entitled

S)URP WKH %RUGHU ~ ZKLF KndiW Siskekd, HiG b8ndd/ arfel eedisdjackey who

VSRNH LQ 3$PHULF D Qad/d &s®\@itheSdel ad participated in the youth culture of

the borderlands. Though his father disapproved of boys and young men who wore zoot suits, this

did not preclde ValdZs from slipping into a long suit jacket, baggy pants, and stylisinhat.

response tctK LV IDWKHUfVY ORDGHG TXHVWLRQ 3:K\ LV 5DIDHO VD\I

$ \RXQJ 9DOGpPV FRQILGHQWO\ DIILUPHG 3, GRVHERWhISNKLQN

s $QWRQLR 6DOJDGR +HUUHU D108 20reKstab pePsbin@jey ptotelgdniRtas deas artes, la
ciencia, y el espectfculo en MZx{ddZxico: Productora e Importadora de Papel, 19929

% Rosalia ValdZs Julitiistoria Inedita de Tin TafMZxico: Edtorial Planeta Mexicana, 20036.
¢ Translation by author, ValdZs JuliHistoria Ineditg 35.
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borderland youth, the stylish hat, long jacket, and tapered pants embodied more than just an
expression of taste:

A suiter2 Germin explained while he displayed and put on hi8 sa& pachuco,

someone born here who lives over thete puton his jacket and a chain

someone who feels comfortable here and there and who is diffenenput on a

te2 VRPHRQH IURP ERWK VLGHVY IDWKHU °

Ironically, it was hisIDWKHUfV FRQQHFWLRQV WKDW SURYLGHG \
entrance into the radiairwaves as a pachuco. When ValdZs was nineteen years old, Pedro
OHQHVHV KLV IDWKHUYV IULHQG KLWHRGAKu&eXWRleZiRigN DW W i
cables at the studio, he jokingly imitated the Mexican singer Agustin Lara. This inno@sbuiseg
OHG WR 9DOGpPpVY HQWUDQFH RQWR WKH DLUZDYHV DV 37RSL
7DSDV EHEpikMWH Z2DY VRPHRQH ZKR XVHG (QJOLVK ZRUGV LQ (
deemed necessary. Topillo Tapas proved to be a hit, leadingio@daSURJUDP WLWOHG 3(C(
OD LOOXVLRQ" 7KH %RDW RI ,OO0XVLRQ ZKHUH KH VDQJ SH
and wore a zoot suit.

In July 1943, the Paco Miller Company, a vaudedike group composed predominately
of Mexican perforrers, took the stage at the Col—n Theater in El Paso, Texas. Paco Miller, the
main attraction and director of the group, invited Germtn ValdZs to join the company on their tour
through California and Mexico. ValdZs accepted the invitation and continueetftorp as a
pachuco. Now, he was joined by Marcelo ChavZz. In addition to a sidekick, Paco Miller gave this
\RXQJ SHUIRUPHU D QHZ VWDJH QDPH OLOOHU ERUURZHG WK}
D &KLOHDQ UDGLR VWDU ZKR ZDVQNQWEKB DR Q (Rl QL@ \@H QW

concluded his monologues by using asglélled with water to produc®& KH VRXQG 3WLQ WD

a new stage name and his skdek Marcelo, Tin Tan arrived to and settled in Mexico City.

"% Translation by author, ValdZs JuliHistoria Inedita 35.!
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Shortly after his Mexico City ebut, ValdZs found work at the radio station XEW. This
VWDWLRQ ZDV KRPH WR OH|[LFREnd pRRyd av impogddiudale i @uvicking O HE U L
PDQ\ RI OH[LFRYYV PRVW IDPRXVY DFWRUV LQWR VWDUGRP ,QG|
two yeas Tin Tan played the lead role in the filgh hijo desobedienteDirected by Humberto
Gomez Landero, the film screened on November 15 1945 at the Palacio Cinema. Like other
Mexican films, it was shown throughout the Americas.

'XULQJ OH[LFRYV *RoéraQhebthidl980k to 1950s, radio and popular
theater served as an important stepping stone for many acBesnin ValdZs and Mario Moreno
(Cantinflas) developed their characters and techniques on the stage of popular theaters. For Tin
Tan, this conisted of performing as a pachuco, singing, using the malleability of language to
SURYRNH ODXJKWHU ZRUNLQJ ZLWK KLV 3VTXDUH" VLGHNLF
incorporated all of these elements into his first major fhhijo desobedientd/Vhile romance
and a case of mistaken identity are central to the narrative, the plot centers around a conflict
between father and son. For our reading, the more pertinent aspects of this film are familial conflict
DQG UHVROXWLRQ DQG rimarigeS DQYY PXVLFDO SHUIR

,Q WKH ILOPTV ILUVW VFHQH 7LQ 7DQ ZHDUV D ORQJ VXL
black face pin on his right lapel, and a stylish hat with two large feathers. He plays his guitar in
front of a curtain and looks directly into the cames if he were performing for a live audience.

As soon as he stops singing we realize that he was playing in his house and with the help of a
record player. When the father enters the room, it becomes evident why the protagonist is dubbed
SWKH GLVRERRBGLHRWKH PRYLHYV ILUVW GLDORJXH 7LQ 7DQ
DGPLQLVWHU WKH IDPLO\YY ODQG +H H[SODLQV WKDW ZKLOH

% See Jeffrey M. PilcheGantinflas and the chaos of Mexican moder(Milmington, Delaware: SR Books, 2001).
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found that his true calling was music. The father insists that Tin Tamla@ &f the field. Tin Tan
respectfully disagrees and informs his father that he can fend for himself.

This conversation is set in a room that contains a large doorway, which is directly behind
the father and reveals a vast body of land. Wearing a wlot¢é gbeve shirt, white pants, and a
typical sombrero, the father stands in stark contrast to Tin Tan. The two individuals are further
differentiated by their use of language. Tin Tan uses Spanish and English words interchangeable.
On the wall behind Tin d@n and his father is a triangular sign that reads Texas even though they
DUH LQ &KLKXDKXD OH[LFR 7KXV WKH ILOPYfV ILUVW VFHQH
the father, a rural farmer, and the Americanized son who aspires to be a musisianmefult of
this discord that the young disobedient son departs for Mexico City.

Music plays a prominent role throughout the film and serves to move the plot forward. For
example, Tin Tan and his trustful sidekick Marcelo Fortuna frequent a large walkiss club,
where they end up getting drunk. With a plethora of empty bottles at their table and thoroughly
LQWR[LFDWHG 7LQ 7DQ DQG ODUFHOR ZLWK WKH DFFRPSDOQLI
GHVREHGLHQWH ~ 7LQ 7DQ FKDMNMWXHWRMXIH I SRR WYWRHRXG HEWYV R
pachucos. This seemingly innocuous gesture makes the pachuco synonymous avitbleedient
son The party ends abruptly when a waitress brings Tin Tan and Marcelo the bill. After much
confusion, Tin Tan and Marceloeataken to the delegation for raying. The official in charge
asks Tin Tan to identify himself. He claims to be the famous Mexican singer Jorge Negrete.
Although fined, Tin Tan insists that he is Jorge Negrete. Frustrated, the official demands that Tin
7DQ 3SSURYH LW ~ 7LQ 7DQ KDSSLO\ REH\V ZLWK WKH DFFRPS

VRQJ 3&RFXOD ~ ,1 LQ WKH SUHYLRXV VRQJ 7LQ 7DQ LQWHUMF
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this song the pachuco adopts the persona of Jorge Negrete iKLQWHVVHQWLDO OHJ[LF
(cowboy).
The climax and resolution of the film occurs at the night club El Patio. This time Tin Tan

DQG ODUFHOR VLQJ VREHU DQG IRU D SD\FKHFN 7LQ 7DQTYV ¢
audience. Aftertel QJ D MRNH WKH \RXQJ PXVLFLDQ SURFHHGV WR VI
IBOOi HQ HO UDQFKR JUD QG H {ThefeKsHsbhie dRigateralodt thd drigih® @ F K
WKH WHUP 3&KLFDQR ~ EXW PDQ\ VFKRODUV Dtudfetted W 6KDW EH
Mexican laborers7 KXV E\ GHVFULELQJ WKH VRQJ DV 3FKLFDQRWD " 7
Mexico border. In various parts of the song Tin Tan prolongs notes for comic relief and after one
OLQH KH \HOOV B3\LSSHNISWV DDKFR OK KEIIM-DISVH 3$00i HQ HC
claims, LV RQH KXQGUHG SHUFHQW OH[LFDQ \HW 7LQ 7DQ \HOO
southern part of the United States. For Tin Tan, however, this song is malleable and the rhythm

D QG 3Jth) vhénge depending on where it lands. After this discussion, they perform the song

LQ YDULRXV VW\OHVY DQG HQG ZLWK 3$PHULFDQ VW\OH “~ D IDV'
$V VRRQ DV WKH VRQJ HQGV WKH IDn keksUheMihat sieMiodsRot7 LQ 7 D
NQRZ KRZ OXFN\ VKH LV DQG WKDW 7LQ 7DQ zZDV PDGH LQ WK

TKURXJKRXW WKH ILOP 7LQ 7DQ LQWHUMHFWY SDFKXFRV

larger plot entails a pachuco gaining acceptance fremMibxican public and the reconciliation

between father and son. The father, a traditional farmer from rural Mexico accepts and celebrates
KLV VRQTV XUEDQ FXOWXUDO SUDFWLFHY DQG XOWLPDWHO\
father and son, butf two archetypes: the traditional rural ranchero and urban pachuco, thus
PDNLQJ WKH SUDFWLFHV RI 30H[LFDQ $PHULFMMeXicoRokd&tK TURP /

FRPSDWLEOH ZLWK OH[LFDQ LGHQWLW\ I 7LQ 7DQadansy PRUH ¢
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who performed as pachucos, it was not because he looked more like them or resided in the
borderlands, but because he used popular culture to criticize and trouble established notions of
Mexican identity. By combining English and Spanish, on one fenmtiAfrican American as well
as AngleAmerican cultural practices, on the other, he grounded Mexican identity not in an
imagined purified and heroic past but rather in its hybrid present, one set along its linguistic,
cultural, and national borders.
Film was a particularly important medium to articulate these more expansive ideas of
Mexican culture. From the mitl930s to 1950s, Mexican film experienced tremendous growth and
was consumed throughout the Americas. In fact, during this period, filmmaking weasfo
OH[LFRYVY PRVW LPSRUWDQW LQGXVWULHYV 7KLV H[SODLQV QI
of criticism he received. J—se Vasconcelos, in an artiddof@dadesn July of 1944, claimed
that Tin Tan was corrupting the Spanish language andtiwelyainfluencing the youths
Alejandro Quijano of the Spanish Language Academy and Carlos Denégiatior joined the
chorus against Tin Tarccording to an article iNewsweekthe academy created a list of Spanish
ZRUGV WR VXEVWLWRRW DRWHW K3 S B5EDQle foMexico Cinema
3DXOLWD %YURRN GHVFULEHG 7LQ 7DQMN[BEHMOYRQD DV 3SDSRFK
2FWDYLR 3D]fV GHVFULS The RadyriRth & BlitdeE-feMans@ngVdf H
the most criticized int@retations of Mexican American zoot suit cultuhe.his introductory

FKDSWHU 37KH 3DFKXFR fiBtQ@blighatkind1949 iubiddrRdd YAniericanos,

LU L L |

#+ ThereissomeHYLGHQFH WKDW WKH \RXWK GLG DGRSW 7LQ 7DQTV XVH RI ODQ.
UHVSRQVHY QRW MXVW WR 3UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ ~ E X VBaftigs\i ¥hB Dedec OW X UD O
and Other Storiedrans, Katherine Siver (Mexico City: Ediciones Era, 1981, 1987).

s 3* UL QJR 'Ne@shRelkugust 4, 1944,76.

weQuoted inLas Musas de Tin Tan: cronicas y recuerdes Fernando Castillo Mu—oz (MZxico: Consejo Nacional

pam la Cultura y las Artes, 1999,

! ll##



Paz claimed that pachucos were ashamed of and divorced from their arigimsir style,
behay LRU DQG DWWLWXGHV UHIOHFWHG D GHVLUH WR IODXQW
RUSKDQ ODFNLQJ ERWK S UR Wz2iFtisRigtdpidXicG witikathex\WiewdHofY D O X H
pachucos and the meaning of the word pocho, the followingequatibles any straightforward
reading of Paz:
in suffering persecution, heecomes his true self, his supremely naked self, as a
pariah, a man who belongs nowhere. The circle that began with provocation has
completed itself and he is ready now for redeamtfor entrance into the society
that rejected him. He has been its sin and its scandal, but now that he is a victim it
recognizes him at last for what he really is: its product, its son. At last he has found
new parentzs
In another instance, Paz prdstheir rebellion:
| recognized myself in the pachucos and in their rebellion against their present and
WKHLU SDVW $ UHEHOOLRQ WKDW HQGHG QRW DV DQ LG
option: the aesthetic application of defeat, the revengeaxjinationz4
2FWDYLR 3D] XVHG WKH PHWDSKRU RI WKH RUSKDQ WR G
OH[LFR +RZHYHU 3D]YfV LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ LV DOVR FRQQHF
was only through rebellion, either against Mexican values and northe tather, that the
pachuco found a new home. The location of that new home might have been different for
3D] DQG 7LQ 7DQ EXW WKH\ ERWK XVHG D VLPLODU ODQJXI
practices, identity, and place in the Mexican nation. Lastlwever we decided to read
Paz, the debate about pachuco identity in Mexico City and the contemporary popularity
DQG FHOHEUDWLRQ RI 7LQ 7DQYV SDFKXFR UHYHDO WKH ODV
% 37KH 3DFKXFR DQG 2WKHU ([W Whbyriht of Solikutiendsfirgt\wulfish8dSnAL 948 inR |
Cuadernos AmericanoSee Octavio Paftinerary: An intellectual purney trans.Jason Wilson (N& York:
Harcourt, Inc., 1999)120,
wolctavio Pa, The Labyrinth of Solitude: Life and Thought in Mexitans. Lysander Kemp (New York: Gre
Press, 1961)15.

welbid., 14.
w Paz,ltinerary, 17.!
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FXOWXUDO SUDFWLF Hs\Inde&gl, pyactideforriei\akirddd @ bQri@w from
-XDQ )ORUHV VWUHWFK 3WKH PPHDQLQJ RI QDWLRQDO EHORAQ.
Conclusion

By following migrant families across the U-Blexico border this dissertation bridges and
contributes to Chicano/a historiography and scholarship on Mexican nation building after the
Mexican revolution. By including migrant families into the process okibsn naton-building
after the Mexican Bvolution, | integrate a set of historical actors that have generally been excluded
from Mexican historiography. In doing so, | show that migrants not only practiced Mexican
citizenship in the United States, buttthaey were central to negotiating how it was practiced. By
placing migrants and migrant children within this context, this dissertation offers a transnational
reading of Chicano/a history, one that is not marked by linear narratives of migration and
settHPHQW OH[LFDQ FLWL]J]HQVKLS IRU H[DPSOH UHYHDOV WK
but actual sites of nation building. By making claims to citizenship, migrant children born in the
United States were able to secure educational rights in thedJ8tates and Mexico. U-Born
repatriates also made claims to U.S. citizenship while in Mexico. Rather than passive victims, the
first mixed-status migrant families of the twentieth century used all of the available informal and
formal resources to prace U.S. and Mexican citizenship and navigate their place in Greater
Mexico. This is a struggle that continues into the present. On both sides of the border,
undocumented youth raised in the United States and migrant parents fight to shift how we define

citizenship and belonging.

%»e)RU PRUH RQ WKH FRQWHPSRUDU\ XVH DQG FHOHEUDWLRQ I®ohiZdLQ 7DQTV
Mexico: An Encyclopedia from Acapulco to Z—aado Eric Zolov (Santa Barbara, California: ABRLIO, LLC,

2015).

% Juan FloresThe Diaspora Strikes Back: Caribe—o Tales of Learning and TuiiNew York: Routledge, 2008).
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