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Abstract: The U.S., George Borjas observes, is "heaven's door," through which much of the world's humanity
wishes to pass. Mr. Borjas would like to man that door, waving through the most virtuous petitioners and, no
less important to him, minding heaven's capacity at the same time. But frankly, he lacks the qualifications for the
job. For one thing, he does not appreciate fully one characteristic of American exceptionalism: that we are a
nation of immigrants. However shopworn the phrase may be, it is also a defining principle of American identity.
Even when we are inclined to surrender in times of distress to mean impulses, moving to close "heaven's door"
or to serve our own economic ends in narrow (and often counterproductive) ways, Americans never seem to
lose their innate empathy for the immigrants who seek to join them. Luckily, Mr. Borjas's alarmist analysis,
presented at length in "Heaven's Door," is less than persuasive. Take the crucial question of skills. In earlier
writings, Mr. Borjas had virtually asserted that the absolute skill levels of legal immigrants had declined since
the 1965 act; he was promptly refuted, convincingly in my view, by the late Julian Simon, who showed, in a co-
authored paper, that the immigrant education levels at entry had in fact risen from the 1960s through the early
1990s.  
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