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Description: This issue brief is meant to highlight and address some of the stereotypes and assertions American society projects onto Asian-Americans about their socio-economic status, education attainment and overall quality of life. On a greater scale, the Model Minority Myth depicts these issues in a more detailed manner by explaining the various ways Asian-Americans still face racism and other discriminations in the U.S.
Key Points:
1. The term Model Minority was coined on the New York Times by the sociologist William Petersen in 1966
2. After the term was coined it has been used specifically for Asian/Asian-Americans and used as a base of comparison for other ethnic and racial minorities
3. Early 1970’s Asian-Americans pushed back the term and created collectives to address the ways they experienced discrimination and other difficulties when assimilating in the U.S.
4. Over the last 15 years Asian immigrants are the fastest growing immigrant population outnumbering Hispanic immigrants 
Brief:
According to data in the last two U.S. Census reports, the average income per household for those who identified as Asian/Asian-Americans was the highest amongst the other ethno-racial groups, including white. Similarly, the data on education attainment in the same census years, Asians exceeded the other ethno-racial groups with the highest percentages of higher-education attainment (census.gov). As of the mid-1900’s Asian-Americans have been steadily progressing in terms of their socio economic status and class position within American society (pewsocialtrends.org). While most believe these numbers are something for a racial group to accept and be proud of, it is imperative to further investigate the data and analyze what benefits and limitations these numbers can have on Asian-Americans as a whole. 
The term Model Minority was created to describe Asian-Americans as an ethnic minority who, “despite marginalization, has achieved success in the United States (asian-nation.org)”. However the model only accounted for very specific nationalities with the Asian category, some of these were Chinese, Japanese, Korean and Indian. Their “success” was then used as a source of comparison for the other ethnic and racial minorities in the United States. This comparison lead to generalizations, stereotypes and discriminations that not only harmed Asian-Americans, but also other minority groups, such as Latinos and  Africans, who were deemed “problem minorities (asian-nation.org)” for not achieving the same status.
Asian-American groups that have pushed back the term “model minority” have influenced the new term Model Minority Myth. The new term debunks the greater notions from American Society about the success of Asian-Americans and the stereotypes that harm the people who identify as such. The discussion followed by the term stresses the multiple nationalities that are encompassed by the term Asian and how they all do not live similar lives or cultures in and out of the United States. When further investigating which nationalities make up most of the data the census provides, Chinese, Filipino and Indian are the leading populations that attain higher education levels and average incomes. Meanwhile Cambodians, Hmong and Laotians are the population within the Asian category that earn the lowest average income and largest populations to attain less than high school degrees. In the same vain they make up most of the population of Asians that receive public assistance (asain-nation.org). These two examples show that there is a large spectrum of people with different identities within the Asian category and they all hold various different positions within the socio-economic and class ladder.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly, the growing population of Asian immigrants in the last 15 years also causes for other dimensions to appear when addressing the Model Minority Myth. Large percentage of the new immigrants are settling in major cities within the U.S in search for economic opportunities. However, many of them are moving into low-income neighborhoods because they do not have degrees or other specific skills to widen their employment opportunities (apiahf.org). In addition, the language is a barrier faced by not only them, but all immigrants seeking to assimilate. In turn this causes for conflicts of integration, which impedes these populations from mobilizing within the socio-economic system. They face difficulties attaining jobs, education, and access to outside resources that could potentially help them further develop their livelihoods within American society. For future discussions about Asian-Americans and their class spectrum it is important to recognize that not all of them hold the same identities or access. Like any other minority group in this country they face discrimination and even if they do hold a leading position in education attainment and average income, it only accounts for a small percentage of the Asian-American population, and most importantly, like everyone else in this country, they are not living in a post-racial society.
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U.S Census Definition of Asian/Asian-American: According to OMB, “Asian” refers to a person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent, including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam. The Asian population includes people who indicated their race(s) as “Asian” or reported entries such as “Asian Indian,” “Chinese,” “Filipino,” “Korean,” “Japanese,” and “Vietnamese” or provided other detailed Asian responses.
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Myth
The Facts about Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders

The Asian American population grew by 46% between 2000 and 2010,
faster than any other racial group in the country and four times faster than the total U.S. population.

May is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month,
a chance to learn more about the contributions and challenges
of the Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community.
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