Meet an Intelligent Chauvinist
By Tamara Hammond
I have a list of highly intelligent men who are chauvinists. From Buddha to Schopenhauer to Fraud to Thoreau to Einstein – any time, any era, any vanguard.
My first choice is Albert Einstein, the man called a genius and the smartest man on the planet. Not only was Einstein a genius in science, but also had some profound insights in philosophy, social issues, and politics. He was a pacifist, anti-authoritarian, deist, and cosmopolitan. On most social issues he had progressive stands; however, his personal life was not peaceful: he had a disastrous first marriage and unfortunate relationship with his children.
According to famous biographer Walter Isaacson, when Einstein was in grad school, he fell in love with a brilliant student, Mileva Maric, who was the only woman in Zurich Polytechnic, the fifth in history of science, and in the same PhD program that Einstein was enrolled.[1] Against his family’s objections, and particularly against his mother’s will, Einstein married the Serbian ambitious physicist Maric who shared his passion for math and physics. They had three children (the first one adopted at birth; possibly died in childhood).[2] Maric abandoned her academic career to raise their two boys; however, Einstein divorced her to marry his first cousin Elsa Einstein. Elsa was his and Mileva’s intellectual inferior, lacked education, and became Einstein’s personal secretary, servant, and caregiver for the rest of her life. Because Mileva wouldn’t give Einstein a divorce, he had to make a deal with her: he was certain that sooner or later would receive the Nobel Prize, and promised her the money ($32,250, or 10 times the annual professor’s salary). Mileva was intelligent enough to know that winning the Prize was a matter of time, and took the deal after a week of consideration. (In all fairness, Einstein kept his promise and fulfilled it five years later).[3]
Obviously, the only way Einstein perceived women was as providing servitude/reproduction. Towards the end of his first marriage he had the eccentricity (or rather the arrogance) to give Mileva a written demand that she should fix his meals, take care of his laundry, and clean his study while she was not to talk to him and leave at his request.[4] Apparently, what he needed was a mute servant. Whether his second wife Elsa was mute or not is another question, however it is certain that she definitely could not bother Albert with scientific conversations.
In any event, Einstein rendered impossible the relationship with a woman that was his equal intellectually and scientifically and had to find comfort in an uneducated woman who adored him and was willing to play the traditional role of caregiver, and be his personal slave voluntarily. Notwithstanding the fact that Elsa’s mother Fanny Koch was the sister of Einstein’s mother Pauline, which made them first cousins, Albert started a love affair with Elsa while he was still married.
Even though Einstein’s most revolutionary and daring works have been created during the years when he was in love and collaboration with Maric; she was only credited as being a “sounding board” for his brilliant ideas. Biographer Isaacson mused in his book over the reasons why Einstein was so more resourceful before the age of forty than after. According to Isaacson, it was very common among mathematicians and theoretical physicians to have their breakthroughs before turning 40.[5] Einstein’s own thought resonates with this opinion, “Anything truly novel is invented only during one’s youth. Later one becomes more experienced, more famous, and more blockheaded.”[6] However, a question comes to mind such as, would it be possible that the explanation is more complicated and one of the reasons could be hidden in Einstein’s personal relationships with two different influences? The turning point of his life, as marked by Isaacson, from “bohemian attitudes” to “the comforts of a bourgeois home,” coincides with remarkable precision with his breakup with Maric and starting a new life with his “nurturing” cousin Elsa.[7] Einstein’s revolutionary spirit and contempt for authority that worked well for him in his scientific challenging theories was turned into conformity along with Elsa’s comfort food.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Regardless of the reason, the conundrum presented by a bright mind with a chauvinistic attitude towards women remains unresolved. Besides his wife Maric, Einstein was fortunate to know personally the conspicuous scientist Marie Curie, the first woman to win a Nobel Prize in chemistry, and half a Nobel Prize for Physics, and the first female professor in history. Still, didn’t suffice to change Einstein’s approach to women and his attitude still remains a mystery. Marie’s husband, Pierre Curie, also a physicist with whom she won jointly her first Nobel Prize, was the far opposite of Einstein. Pierre not only supported Marie in her academic endeavors, but was willing to give up his career and follow her to Poland, even if it meant that he had to be reduced from college instructor in physics and chemistry to teaching French. Also, upon receiving the Nobel Prize for research in radiation, Pierre was alerted that Marie was to be excluded from the nomination as a woman; he protested and insisted on including her name.[8] I have to give credit to mathematician Magnus Gosta Mitteg-Lefler, a member the Committee that nominated the Curies, and a proven advocate of women’s rights, for alerting Pierre and initiating the request for justice. Had it not been for these two noble men, Curie’s recognition would have been delayed or perhaps posthumous. Chauvinism makes a great difference in these two occasions in the fate of both women and men scientists involved.
Surprisingly, the phenomenon of the role of chauvinism doesn’t receive adequate attention or analysis. To the contrary, I only hear the opinion of otherwise intelligent men that women have different aptitude at the high end. Therefore, I would like to have a discussion. Any opinions, explanations, justifications, repudiations?
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