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Through the generous support of Columbia University Libraries, I researched the 

activities of American missionaries in Korea from the late nineteenth century. Using mostly the 
Missionary Research Library Archives based in Burke Library at Union Theological Seminary, I 
encountered first-hand notes, journals, diaries, letters, and sermons by pioneer missionaries, such 
as Henry G. Appenzeller who was the first resident missionary to Korea from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church.  

 
In addition to Appenzeller’s records, the Goucher files were truly remarkable as these 

files are, for the most part, absent in the scholarly literature regarding Korean religious history, 
especially as it pertains to the development of Korean Christianity. Although he never visited 
Korea, John Goucher, a leading educator of his day in the late nineteenth century, was 
instrumental in bringing American missionaries to Korea, a country that recently became opened 
to diplomatic relations with the U.S. Appenzeller, a pioneer missionary to Korea, played an 
important but largely unrecognized role in the processes of Americanization in the late 
nineteenth century that was the site of the twilight and breakdown of Joseon, the last Korean 
dynasty (1392-1910). Appenzeller witnessed, during his tenure in Korea, the convergence 
between the growing openness to global and Western contact and struggle to maintain 
sovereignty in the era when imperialistic powers encroached upon East Asian nations.  

 
Understanding Appenzeller and Goucher’s contributions are essential to the 

historiographical narratives in support of the nascent turn in Korean modernization. More than a 
missionary, Appenzeller was an action-oriented visionary working in a complex and 
contradictory situation of the emerging modern Korean nation. The library staff at Burke were 
very helpful and I was surprised at the depth of knowledge that they possessed about the files 
and the background of the materials.  

 


