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A LETTER FROM OUR DIRECTOR 

Dear Friends of the RCSS, 

My first letter to you, which appeared in our 
first edition - the 2018 RCSS Journal of 
Undergraduate Research - began this way: 

"I have the great honor and pleasure to share 
this amazing brochure with you. You will see 
that our undergraduate RCSS interns -
coming from all undergraduate schools here 
on campus - have taken up my original offer 
to own their projects while helping the 
commons of our operation, and have done so 
with such grace and power that all there is 
for me to say is how proud I am to be their 
student." 

Nothing has changed in regard to my 
pleasure at having had the chance to serve 
as Director of the RCSS, nor has my pride 
diminished on seeing the diversity and 
quality of these reports of the work of our 
intern-scholars. And yet at the same time, 
everything is different. By the time the 2019 

edition of this Journal was ready to be 
distributed in the spring of 2020, Covid had 
entered our lives, and to my embarrassment 
we were all so distracted that I even failed to 
include a letter in that issue. 

From that second issue to this one, we have 
had to give up our lunches in Faculty House 
and adapt our programs, our ways of 
meeting, our friendships and our mentoring, 
to a new age of social distancing, digital 
meetings, and an ever-present cloud of 
uncertainty about the virus. And yet. with all 
that being so, I am still able to say how proud 
I am of our current intern-scholars, and how 
happy I am to remain their student. 

Since we received a quasi-endowment in 
2015 from my late dear friend, Harvey 

Krueger CC '5 1, Law '54, we have continued 
to use it to fund these internships, and to 
reach out to colleagues at the University and 
elsewhere, who have been generous in their 
support of our student-interns' projects. You 
will see in this issue, for example , that the 
RCSS-intern-initiated courses American 
Studies "Life at the End of Life" and 
Comparative Literature "The Rhetoric of 
Science" have both received outside support; 
the former from Dean Valentini - whose 
departure we deeply regret - and the latter 
from the Center for Science and Society, of 
which the RCSS is one of seven Research 
Clusters. 

This year an RCSS project generated support 
from a new source as well: the Provost of the 
University. So let me close by saluting the 
Intern-scholars whose creativity and clarity 
generated the project that has become the 
Department of Biological Sciences' Black 
Undergraduate Mentoring Program, BUMP­
Biology. By bringing together RCSS alumni 
who are now Medical School students as 
well as members of the Black Alumni Council 
with faculty and graduate students in the 
department and with Black undergraduate 
Biology majors, the program has begun to 
provide a unique mix of mentoring 
opportunities, most recently with the 
additional support to the Biology department 
of a Provost's Diversity grant. 

We have indeed only just begun. 

Welcome to the RCSS! 

Bob Pollack, Director, C'61 


