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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the present thesis is to give a briéf
gecount of the international relations of the Republic of China
yhich were more or less arising from the Revolutiom of 191l.
first of all it may be safely asserted that the success of the
gevolutionists in upsetting the Manchu regime owed no less than
their special respect to the interest of foreign countries and
their subjects in China. Since the eruption of therrevolution-
ary bomb in Wuchang, the Revolutionists had repeatedly declared
that they would take the responsibility of protecting foreign
concessions, foreign Kissions, and the life and property of for-
eign residents within the districts under their control. During
the entire period of the struggle, they had done remarkable work
in the protection of foreign interest s and the observation of
treaty stipulations. When the Provisional Government was in-
stelled at Nau-King, President Sun Yat Sen, on January 5th, 1912,
issued to the foreign countries a manifesto, stating that treaties
of Manchus would be observed, concessions granted by Manchus be
respected, foreign loans and indemnities incurred by Manchus be
Yecognized, and that foreigners and their property be protected
by the Republic.® It is partly due to this benevolent spirit
towards the foreigm interests that the Revolutionists won the
Sympathy of the foreign Powers, and secured from them an attitude

of neutrality as between the two contending parties.

After the estahlishment of the Republie, the Government




pag8l to be interested in first securing the recognition of the
Bepublic from the foreign Powers, secondly, carryine on recon-
gtruction worke, and thirdly, fulfilling the obligations of the
yanchu dynastye The first question was entirely in the hand of
the foreign countries; while the second and the third required
a big amount of money, and thereby gave rise to the loan ne-
gotiations. During the early years of the Republic payment of
foreign debts and fulfillment of treaty obligations were two
guarding principles in her relations with the foreign countries.
Iver since the beginning of intercourse with the Western countries
China, unlike the South American States as well as some of the
Buropean countries, has neither fuiled to pay nor attempted to
repudiate debts no matter in what a condition of financisl dif-
ficulty she may be. This traditional policy is to be and will
always be maintained in spite of the change of government. With
8 view of laying special stress upon the fulfillment of treaty
obligations, President Yuan Shih Kai, early in July, 1912 issued
& Mandate which in part said:

"Nowadays all countries stand face to face and the main-
tenance of pesce depends upon treaties being observed, not upon
breaking them, Since the establishment of the Republic we have
Proclaimed several times to the other countries of the world that
8ll treaties concluded with China will be observed. As
8 result all those countries generously supported us, for which

We are obliged. By this policy our Republic was permanently

é8tablished. How can we -a»e break our promises? We have a long




@y 0 80 with many dangers in prospect, but the fortune or
misfortune of the country and the honour and dishonour of the co
sountry 8re in the hands of the people. The Tutueh and chief
officials of all the provinces with their civil and military
pinor officials, and the people should study treaties in order
to be able strictly observe them, They must not be brokem, in
order that our pledged worde to all countries may be kept and
our State may not be placed in a dangerous political situation,"?
While internal developments were taking place, new and
gtartling events supervened in China's foreign relations. The
Revolution had been the signal for uprisings in the out-lying
dependencies of the empire, and the loosening of the control of
the central government over them. Both longolia and Tibet
became for a time virtually independent. The European Powers
whose territories bordered on these districts were not slow to
teke advantage of the situation. Russias, whose influence in
China had been weskened since her war with Japan, attempted to
restore her prestige by encroaching upon Quter Mongbtia and
making that country a Russian protectorate. Great Britain ex-
tended her claims in Tibet. Already in 1904 she had sent an
expedition to Lhasa under Colonel Younghusband, and had entered
into an sgreement with China, which while respecting China's
Suzerainty, excluded other Powers, and so made Tibet virtually
8 briffer state against a possible Russian advance on India.

The Chinese government entered into negotiations with both
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powers. In 1517 she agreed to acknowledre extensive
Ruseian commercial and political privileges in Outer
¥ongolia in return for the recognition of her suzer-
ginty. In the case of Tibet she refused to sign a
convention with Great Britain wherety the dependency
wag to be divided intc two districts, an inner and an
outer one. China was to retain her suzerainty over
both, but me to cease to interfere with the affairs of
Quter Tibet. A final agreement has not yet treen
reached,

The inheritance of Republican China from Im-
perial China the vest and rich territories of China
proper and its dependencies was therefore, as pointed
cut ty D. C. C. Wu in his Memorandum of 1916,c by no
means free from incumbrances. While tlere are numer-
oug outstanding foreign cases which were beoueathed
to the Republic for a finsl settlement, the present
thesis will only deal with those international rela-
tions which primarily had their source in the out-
break of the Revolution or the establishment of the
Republic, Thece are divided intoc the following four
topics:=

1. Recognition of the Republic of China.

2. The Reorganization Loan,

3. 8ino-Russian-Mongolian Relationse.

4. The Tibetan Question.







