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THE ITALIAN COLONIES OF WNEW YORK CITY .

There is probably no class of peovle in America which
are attracting,today,quite as much attention to themselves as the
Italians . Thie is due doubtless in part to the marvelous history
of the country from which they come and in pert to the economioc
and socisal conditions in which they are found, And yet notwith-
stending the widespread interest in this people, very little accu-
rate information has thus far been gathered concerning them. There
are good. reasons why this should be so, Other nationalities, as
the Germans, the Irish, the English, the French, and even the Jew,
have fortunately had among their number thcose who have been inter-
ested in the cocial welfare of thelr compatriots; men who have
laid aside personal interests and championed the cause of their
Tellow countrymen. The result has been the founding of organiza-
tions of various sorts, established for the two-fold purpose of
studying and investigating the conditions of their particular

nationalities, and so far as possible of bettering those conditions,

This has not been true and is not yet true in regard to the Italians, '

The only organization which is doing anything worth mentioning

along this 1ine is that known as "The Society for the Protection

of Ttalian Immigrants.," Then too the fact of the recent develop-

ment of the problem of the Italian immigrant in the United States

explains in part why no scientific study hes been made of the con- | é
‘

ditions of these people, .
Very recently, however, the countless thoussndes which i




have been poured upon our shores vearly from Southern Europe, the
egrowing up of Italien colonies in many of our large cities, the
general investigations on immigration made by private individuals
and public officials, and the desire on the part of the Christian
church to evangelize the so-called "slums," all have tended to
create an interest in bvehalf of this neglected peonle,

With the exception of a few popular erticles, I hsave ’ q
been able to find nothing worthy of mention, deelingz with the sub- ?;i
ject of the Itelian immigrant, save the Report of the Industrial i
commigsion which wss published last year, and which contains many ,
valuable suggestions concernirg this peonle., Very recently there i
has appeared Mr , R, A, Woods'! volume entitled "Americans .in Process," | i
which disocusses incidentally the conditions of the Italians in the | ;
North and West ends of Boston, The chief sources of information
which I have had st my disposal in the preparsastion of this paper
heve been: "The Report of the Industrisl Commission," the Italian
Consul General, Comm . Branchi, who gave me much valusble assistance,
relizious and sociological workers in Italian sections, and the ' 1
Italian community itself, which I have frequented more or less for |

the past three years,
This paper will be limited to & study of the Italian

¢nlonises in the Borough of Manhattan, attempting nothing outeide
of 1t, save to give some general figures, The census of 1900
rives the number of Italians coming to our shorés esince 1820 as |i
1
.

follows, (The numbers are given in decades,)

il
i



1820 = 80 408
1831 -~ 40 2,263
1841 = K0 1,879
1861 -~ 80 9,331
1881 - 70 11,728
1871 -~ 80 . 556,759
1881 - 00 307,309
1891 - 09 803,761
1800 -~ 03 414,508

1, 106,975

By these figures we see that a grand total of 1,408,925 Italians
have come to our shores since 1820, and that all but 80,000 in
round numbers, have come in since 1880, or in the last twenty-two
years,

At thie point, just a word regarding the ceauses which
underlie the comparatively recent increese in Italian immigration
will not be out of place, VWhile we are fully conscious of the
fact thet there are many and varied reasons which could be offered
as an explanation for the phenomenon with which we are dealing,

there are certain fundamentsl and definite reasons which may be

given for the tremendous infiux of Italians into our country during
the past 26 years. And first we would stete the limited ares of
Itely, The entire country has an area no larger than the State
of New York, while its population numteres over 33,000,000, And
what renders the conditions still worse is the faot that large
tracts of the Italian peninsular are uncultivatable, and the only
use to which many of the precipitous mountsins ocan bpe put, iec to
the growing of an occasional olive or fig tree,

Secondly, the excessive taxation made necessary for the l’

much needed internal improvements and for the maintenance of the
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jarge army and navy, the greatest burdens of which fall upon the

ggricultural ockasses,
Thirdly, the lack of industries in the home country and

the prevalent low rate ol wages, The men who is compelled to toil

ror 156 to 20 cents per dsy will naturslly feel inclined to come to

America when he learns thaet here he can earn five or six times as

much as he can at home .
And lastly.but not least, 1s the strenuous effort, on the

part of the various steamship companies, to swell thelr steerags

passenger lists., One csan hardly enter & southern Itelian town

without facing steamship agsncies and huge posters advertising the

various lines, These agencies are ready at any time to give most

glowing descriptions of the great possibilities on the American

continent ,
All these conditions heve had, and still have a tremen-

dous influence in drawing Italians to our shores, How to desl

with them, not only for their own best interests, but for the larger

interest of the communities in which they settle, is one of the

newer problems which we have to face, and ene whioch is worthy of

the attention of a1l who are real friends of humanity.
Now we cannot say that we have at present in our country

a total of 1,406,925 Italians, for these figures include all those
who have come for the second and third time as well as for the first,
As a matter of fact, it is quite impoesible t0 secure absolutely

accuraste fisures regarding the Italian population for the United
-4-



gtates as 8 whole, and this is none the less true when we inauire
as to the number of Italians in Grester New York, The figures
~iven in the Census Reports are not to be relied upon, It is &
well known fact that many of these people have no abiding place,
and so arenot numberedat all; while the ignorence, on the part of
censue officers, of the Italian language, makes it impossible for
them to secure the information they seek. Then, too, there is a
tendency to hide from any c¢ivil officer the fact that more than
three or four persons occupy, we will say, three rooms, whereas in
many cases from six to ten occupy those self-same quarters. But
we shall not be far wrong if we say that we have at the present
time in the United States a total Italian population of 1,200,000,
The highest figures given for the Itelians of Greater New York are
145,000, But there is no doubt that this figure is too low, Mr,
Branchi, the Ttalian Consul, who is not rash in his statements, is
under the conviction that there are fully 200,000 in greater

New York . This being true, we can guess that there are in the

colonies below 14th Street no less than 75,000, while the colonies

above 14th Street will surely reach the number of 35,000, thus mak-
ing a total of 110.000 for the borough of Manhattan, Now assuming

that Brooklyn has between 50,000 and 80,000, there remains bdbut

30,000 to be distrivuted among the remaining boroughs of the Bronx,

Richmond &nd Queens,

Mr, W, B, Davenport, in The Outlook for Jan, 3rd, says

that Brooklyn hss no less than nine districts of Italian population—



the largest of whioh 1ie at opposite extremes of the Borough. One
of these 18 South Brooklyn--it includes Van Brunt and Columbia
Sackett

streets, with portions of Hicke, Carroll,President, Union,

and Depraw streets; while the Williamsburg group embraces nesarly

nalf of the 17th Weard,. Says Mr . Davenport, "How many Brooklynites

realize that their borough has a larger Italian population than

Euicca or Pisa, famous for a thousand years in the history of art"
It is difficult to point out just where the Italians live, for so
far as Mantattan is concerned, the only section in which no Italians I

will be found is a very limited section on the West Side, from 72nd

cstreet up to 140th street. The chief colonies of Itelians in Man-

hatten are two, the one which has for its center the famous Mul-

berry street section, covering, roughly spesking, the space between k]
Bleecker street snd Pearl--bounded on the West by Broadway and on :

the Bast by the Bowery,; and the other known as "Little Italy,"

situsted between 104th and 120th streets, from 2nd avenue to the

River, The most important of the minor colonies are--the one East

of 2nd Avenue, lying bvetween 9th and 14th streets, and the one Rast FE
J

of Chaetham Squere, embracing Roosevelt, James, Oliver, Oak, Cherry

and Water streets, It is clearly seen by comperison, that the

Jtelian has generally settled in Irish neighbtorhoods, end gradu=slly

hag been successful in driving out hises predecessor, It is most

interesting to note in this oconnection that for the past few years,
there has been a marked tendency on the part of the Italians, to

leave the last quarter mentioned--this being due to the crowding |
"The Italians are seen mainly in former Irish J
¢

s - P

in of the Jews,
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and whenever

the Hebrews in former German districte:
1

districts,
these newer people come the older races begin to move out .*

1t is auite common within these sections for the Italians to gather

in groups; these groups representing the various provinces or sec—

tions of their native land, "For instance, in the Mulberry Bend

district are to be found Neapolitans and Calebrians mostly; in
Raxter street, near the Five Points, is a colony of Genoese; in

E1izabeth etreet, between Houston and Spring, is a colony of

Sociliens. Bleecker street is made up largely of immigrante from

Northern Italy, as is true in general of the cuarter East of Broad-

way, in the 8th and 15th 'nrds.'z In 69th street near the Hudson

iver is to be round a small group of Tyrolese and Austrian Itslians;

while the colony of Little Italy is made up mainly of Calabrians

and Sieilians, That the Italians are clannish is true, There

are as we have shown sections which are occupied mainly by Italians,

but on the other hand there is not & ward in Mannattan3 and the

Bronx where Italians are not found, The distinctively Italian

vards are the 4th, 8th, 8th, 14th, south half of the 165th, the
northern section of the 17th, and the extreme northern part of the

19th .
According to the Census of 1900, the total number of Itelian

children born of foreign parents, in Greater New York, was 220,347,
Manhatten, 1651,140; Bronx, 12,3865, Brook-

These figures are

distributed as follows:
lyn, 68,713; Queens, 4,818; Riochmond, 2,203,
undoudbtedly too low,--but teaking them as.they stand, we may say

1. Heport of Inlustrial Commlscion , p, 473,
2, Tpid .p 474, -
3, Ivid p 170,




the total Italian population of Greater New York is 420,347, or
nearly half a million, the total population of Naples or Rome.
During the past twenty-two years, roughly spesaking, the
Italians who have come to our shores may be divided into three
general classes, Prior to 1880, the Italian immigrant formed an
itinerant class ~-"rag-pickers, organ-grinders, and the like.'l
Beginnine with 1880. however, this class was replaced by another--—
tthe stablez'element of the population in the home country--the
sturdy, industrious peasantry, whom only extreme poverty induced to
rreek the bonds attaching them to their native land, called here
by the industrial expansion of the country, after the 0ivil War,
This class came as unskilled day laborers, and were taken charge
of in masses by Italian bankers and "Padroni" and sent hither and
thither, as occasion was found for their labor, The newer immi-
erante of this class are mainly men without families, either unmar-
ried or having left their families at home, and many of them return
year by vear in the dull season with the money they have earned
here , But after a few years the family is either broucht over or
the "carfone" as he is called, marries and settles down here, be-
coming a permanent member of the community ." This paragraph taken
from the Report of the Industrial Commission, clearly shows that
the Italian does not remain a "bird of passage" as he is cslled,

Mr, Senner, former Immigration Commissioner, says in this connec-

tion,-3 "Close observation convinces me that at the second or third

1, Renort of Industrial Commission, p. 472.
2, Ibid, p, 474.

3. Ibid, p, 471.
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