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Outline - We Have Libraries At Home! Workshop 
 

-​ Slide 1: Welcome everyone and thank you for coming to today’s workshop on accessing 
resources from home to help you during finals. Today is going to be an overview of a lot 
of different resources, but don’t worry about remembering every little thing I mention 
today. Along with dropping links in the chat as we go along, I will be emailing everyone a 
handout afterwards recapping everything covered today.  

 
-​ Slide 2: Encourage attendees to write their name, major, and what kinds of projects they 

are working on at the end of the semester while you introduce yourself  
 

-​ Slide 3: Read this slide and then address people’s messages in chat 
 

-​ Slide 4: What this workshop will cover and make note that it won’t be an in-depth look at 
any in particular but you will be provided with handouts sourced from other workshops 
that covered these topics as well as given resources for learning more and getting any 
remaining questions answered.  

 
-​ Slide 5: There are lots of great resources you can access through the Columbia 

Libraries’ website, but today I want to highlight what I think are the three most important 
ones for finals:  

-​ Subject & Course Guides 
(https://library.columbia.edu/services/subject-guides.html):  

-​ Find it under “Research and Teaching” tab from homepage  
-​ Great for getting you started finding databases that are most relevant to 

your research needs. We’ll talk more about those databases in a moment. 
Some also include search strategies, key words, and you can see which 
librarian made this guide which is one method for directly seeking further 
help. On the other hand, you can also use the…   

-​ “Ask a Librarian” Page:  
-​ Chat (during active hours): 

https://library.columbia.edu/services/askalibrarian.html   

https://library.columbia.edu/services/subject-guides.html
https://library.columbia.edu/services/askalibrarian.html


-​ Reference question form: 
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/email.html  

-​ Consultation Session: 
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/consultation.html  

-​ Overview of using CLIO (and its handout):  
-​ https://resolver.library.columbia.edu/clio  
-​ Best use:​  

-​ CLIO is our online library catalog, and its best use is for gaining 
access to databases, articles, and books (including ebooks) as a 
student. It can be used for searches on its own (which the handout 
on it covers a bit more) but your best bet for those in-depth 
searches is going to be through specific databases which I’ll touch 
on next.  

-​ But first! Two quick things about CLIO, especially in terms of 
saving time:   

-​ Demo with articles: “Citation Online” vs. “Full-Text Online”  
-​ First search string example: “Detecting Communities with Different 

Sizes for Social Network Analysis” 
-​ Full Text Available: Directly links to the full article  

-​ Second search string example: “Dholavira: A New Horizon of the 
Indus Civilization”  

-​ Citation online: Takes you to the page within the database 
where it’s located  

-​ However, clicking “Full-Text Options” shows you need to do 
an Interlibrary loan request to get it  

-​ Requesting scans (physical items up to 1-2 chapters) and/or ILL (Borrow 
Direct is only physical books)  

-​ Scan option, if available, will be on the item’s page in CLIO on the 
left side under “Request”  

-​ https://library.columbia.edu/services/request/ill.html [For digital, it 
usually takes a few hours up to a few days]  

-​ Go to “Ask a Librarian” chat if unsure where to request  
 

-​ Slide 6: Like I said earlier, CLIO is best used for getting access to articles you’ve already 
found or databases to then do more in-depth searches on, but how can we be most 
efficient in our searches?  

-​ Content on slide  
-​ Reference Database Demo handout for learning more  
-​ Zotero: https://library.columbia.edu/services/citation-management.html  
-​ Research is iterative:  

-​ Example of keywords found when looking for a resource on CLIO  
-​ Quickly demo the “conversation” of academic articles on Scopus and Connected 

Papers  

https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/email.html
https://library.columbia.edu/research-teaching/forms/consultation.html
https://resolver.library.columbia.edu/clio
https://library.columbia.edu/services/request/ill.html
https://library.columbia.edu/services/citation-management.html


-​ Scopus: 
https://clio-columbia-edu.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/catalog/6273999   

-​ Scopus is a database that is good for science topics generally, 
especially the environment / sustainability, but also social 
sciences.  

-​ Pulled from a previous workshop I did for database demo: 
“Seasonal allergies” AND “climate change” (Article Title, Abstract, 
and Keywords) and published from 2020 to present 

-​ What the initial results show and then specific page on article 
“Projected climate-driven changes in pollen emission season 
length and magnitude over the continental United States” (has 101 
citations) 

-​ Scholarly conversation on specific scopus page and related 
documents 

-​ Every database is going to be a little different, so some will be 
very easy to follow like here and others you may have to dig in the 
bibliography a bit more. 

-​ Connected Papers: https://www.connectedpapers.com  
-​ Demo: 

https://www.connectedpapers.com/main/89defee9eb194c51246fe
abe7eecac21d4a56bf0/Fear-to-Retaliation%3A-The-Most-Frequen
t-Reason-for-Not-Helping-Victims-of-Gender-Violence/graph  

-​ More visual representation of the connections between papers  
-​ Hit the “?” for more information on how it works 
-​ I recommend clicking “DOI / Publisher Page” on articles of interest 

to get the information you need for accessing through CLIO or 
Interlibrary loan, depending.  

 
-​ Slide 7: So those are the main tools I wanted to highlight from within the library, but 

there are a few more outside the library system that I think can be quite helpful too.  
 

-​ Slide 8: Unpaywall (Install ahead of time to demo) 
-​ This is one that I first heard about through students using, and they have found it 

to be a really good supplemental tool in finding open-access articles.  
-​ Quick demo:   

-​ It’s best as a browser extension, but if for some reason you don’t have 
that as an option, you can use it to search the DOI of an article you want:  

-​ unpaywall.org: https://unpaywall.org/products/simple-query-tool  
-​ But I would suggest using it as a browser extension. It’s pretty easy, so let 

me show you what it looks like:  
-​ Show icon on this page: 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/0550321395
00158O  

 

https://clio-columbia-edu.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/catalog/6273999
https://www.connectedpapers.com
https://www.connectedpapers.com/main/89defee9eb194c51246feabe7eecac21d4a56bf0/Fear-to-Retaliation%3A-The-Most-Frequent-Reason-for-Not-Helping-Victims-of-Gender-Violence/graph
https://www.connectedpapers.com/main/89defee9eb194c51246feabe7eecac21d4a56bf0/Fear-to-Retaliation%3A-The-Most-Frequent-Reason-for-Not-Helping-Victims-of-Gender-Violence/graph
https://www.connectedpapers.com/main/89defee9eb194c51246feabe7eecac21d4a56bf0/Fear-to-Retaliation%3A-The-Most-Frequent-Reason-for-Not-Helping-Victims-of-Gender-Violence/graph
https://unpaywall.org/products/simple-query-tool
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-​ Slide 9: Google Scholar  
-​ Now this is one you’ve likely already used. If not, then at the very least Google 

more generally, but there are a few tips on using it I want to share to use it most 
effectively.  

-​ Content on slide 
-​ Demo: https://scholar.google.com, “Settings,” “Library Links”, Add Columbia  

-​ Show with search “string quartet”  
 

-​ Slide 10: Now there is one tool I am also sure you all have heard of, maybe even used, 
that I’d feel remiss not covering at least briefly in today’s workshop. What about 
ChatGPT or other AI tools? 

 
-​ Slide 11: Well the biggest thing to keep in mind is this clause in Columbia’s “Academic 

Integrity Policy”  
-​ Read content on slide.  
-​ “So if you are in doubt, it is honestly better to air on the side of not using it.”  

 
-​ Slide 12: Content on slide  

 
-​ Slide 13/14: “And you have that transparency by citing AI usage”  

-​ LibGuide on AI citation: 
https://libguides.brown.edu/c.php?g=1338928&p=9868287  

 
-​ Slide 15: But even when the use of AI is allowed, you still need to think about whether it 

is the right choice for your particular class and assignment, especially when you are 
under a time crunch like finals week. There are times when a tool on the surface seems 
like it’s saving us time actually does the opposite when we also want quality work.   

-​ Content on slide  
 

-​ Slide 16: Comparing how databases and AI chat tools like ChatGPT and Google’s 
Gemini work, the overarching difference is exactness vs. fuzziness. Databases like 
Scopus and JSTOR use Boolean search (which you’ll get a handout on if you’re not 
already familiar) and they are connected to that “conversation” between scholarly articles 
I mentioned earlier in a clearer, more reliable way.  

 
​ AI tools can’t be relied upon to be as exact due to the nature of how they work, but also  

when it comes to finding sources for your papers or projects, they can do what’s been 
called “hallucinate” which is essentially making information up. We see this occasionally 
in the library chat where a student will come asking for help getting access to a specific 
article that turns out to not really exist.  
 
So for this reason, if you are going to use a tool like ChatGPT, and it's been allowed by 
your professor, it’s better for things like brainstorming, soliciting feedback, and maybe 
editing. Though in terms of brainstorming, keep in mind that they struggle with 

https://scholar.google.com
https://libguides.brown.edu/c.php?g=1338928&p=9868287


higher-order thinking skills. And in terms of editing, they may take on a style or tone 
that’s different from your own.  

 
-​ Slide 17: Overview of content - read slides  

 
-​ Slide 18: And that’s everything for today’s workshop, but before you go, I do have a 

quick exit ticket survey that I would love for you all to fill out. It’s only a few questions and 
really helps me improve what I do. And again, keep an eye out in your inbox for that 
handout I’ll be emailing everyone later!  

-​ (If there is extra time) And we have a little extra time, so if you still have any 
questions, please feel free to ask them now! You will also have a spot to put them 
in that survey I just linked.  

-​ Survey link: [Google Forms survey link]  


