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Anglo reflection on the multifaceted identity 
of Jesus. One only has to read an article, such 
as Calvin Shenk's "The Middle Eastern 
Jesus" (Missiology, 2001), to recognize how 
much non-European theologians have to con
tribute to a serious, faithful presentation of 
the identity of the incarnate Son of God. 

Although Stott's current publication is in a 
different class from his epic The Cross of 
Christ (InterVarsity, 1986), one does, never
theless, wish to salute him for his attempt to 
reaffirm the truth that Jesus is by far the pri
mary hermeneutic for understanding the 
Bible and living to the glory of God. 

In abbreviated form, the message of this 
book was presented in public lectures that 
were videotaped and made available to the 
public, along with useful study guides. 
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By Michael Barnes, SJ 
Cambridge, England: Cambridge University 
Press 
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Reviewed by Paul E Knitter 

This book is as rewarding as it is demand
ing. Barnes, well-known for his work at 
Heythrop College's Centre for Christianity in 
Inter-religious Dialogue, makes an intricate 
case for a simple claim. (This "completely 
rewritten" doctoral thesis remains a disserta
tion.) "It is impossible to be Christian 'with
out the others'" (221). "Christian life—and 
therefore theology—is intrinsically dialogi-
cal. Christians exist in relationship with the 
other" (228). Barnes grounds his claim that 
Christians must live and understand them
selves "in the context of otherness" both his
torically—the Church was born in relation
ship with "the primary otherness" of Judaism 
(25)—and theologically—the trinitarian God 
is a God whose "being" is a "being with" 
(225). Philosophically, he makes extensive 
use of Lévinas' recognition of the Infinite 
claiming us in the face of the other, balanced 
by Ricoeur's reminder that the other-self rela
tionship must be mutual. Practically, he draws 
lessons on how to live with and from others in 
the experiences of both the Ashramite move
ment and Dalit theology in the churches of 
India. 

Throughout the book, Barnes carries on an 
ongoing critique of the "theology of reli
gions," especially in its pluralist expression. 
Rather than a "theology for dialogue," he 
seeks a "theology of dialogue." Rather than 
"explaining the 'problem' of religious plural
ism," he seeks to engage the "providential 
mystery of otherness" and let his theology 
develop from such engagement (15). Precisely 
here he finds the real challenge for Christians: 
how to "negotiate the middle," how to hold 
true to the universal claims of Christianity 
without "totalizing" or coopting the other. 

Nevertheless, that precisely is a theological 
question that Christians face, whether they 
take it up before, within, or after dialogue. 
That Barnes has not clearly faced this ques
tion is indicated in the tension, if not contra
diction, between asserting that the "primary 
otherness" of Judaism and the religions "sub
verts any finality for Christianity itself" 
(191); and claiming that all creation, includ
ing the religions, "anticipates the new cre
ation gathered to its fullness in Christ" (187). 
Barnes makes a powerful case that a theology 
of religions must be based on an existential 
encounter with them; but he has still to take 
up the theological homework that such an 
encounter assigns. One hopes that he will 
soon be writing another book. 
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Chawkrat Moucarry, born and raised in 
Syria as an indigenous Christian and educat
ed in state-sponsored schools, surprised his 
high school's teacher of the Islamic religion 
by requesting to take his class. Other 
Christian students were satisfied to take the 
school's class on Christianity. Christians and 
Muslims in the Arab world tend to be mutual
ly isolated and intentionally ignorant about 
each other. Moucarry says some would argue 
that mutual ignorance is "the price of trouble-
free existence, and for Christians, perhaps, 
the price of survival" (15). He thus innovated 


