Demi Henriquez
POLS W3245
Race & Ethnicity in American Politics
Issue Brief

Middle-Eastern Americans & Minority Religion
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· Description: Although the Middle East itself is almost entirely comprised of Muslims, Middle-Eastern Americans are actually predominantly Christian. Because the Middle East is very homogenous, it would be a common perception that most Middle-Eastern Americans would also be Muslim. However, only about 25-30% of the Arab-American population practices Islam. Both Jewish-Americans and Christian Arab-Americans outnumber Muslim Arab-Americans.
· Key Points
· The Middle East is made up almost entirely of Muslims. The two largest religions besides Islam are Christianity and Judaism.
· Even though Christianity began in the Middle East it has diminished to the point of almost nonexistence due to conflict and persecution.
· Because of this, many Middle-Eastern Christians fled to the West.
· One would think that because the majority of Middle-Easterners are Muslim, the majority of Middle-Eastern Americans would also be Muslim. In reality, the majority is Christian.
· Only 25-30% of Arab-Americans are Muslim, making them the minority religion for Middle-Eastern Americans.
Issue Brief:
	In Middle East-North Africa, the majority of the population practices Islam. The region is comprised of about 91.4% Muslims, almost 20% of the world’s Muslim population.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  ""Region: Middle East-North Africa." Pew Research Centers Religion Public Life Project RSS. N.p., 26 Jan. 2011. Web. 28 Feb. 2016.] 
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The secondary religions with the largest presence are Christianity with 4% of the population and Judaism with 2% (mostly concentrated in Israel).[footnoteRef:2]  [2:   See image.] 
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These three Abrahamic religions were established in the region but the presence of religions other than Islam has dwindled over the years as Non-Muslims leave the area in large numbers. Just a century earlier, Christians made up almost 20% of the population, a sizeable presence.[footnoteRef:3] Now the numbers are dwindling due to conflict and persecution. Judaism’s presence in the Middle East is different from Christianity’s because the Jewish population is almost totally contained within Israel. While only 2% of the Middle East as a whole identifies as Jewish, 75.1% of Israelis practice Judaism.[footnoteRef:4] Because the vast majority of the Middle East practices Islam, most people believe that the majority of Middle-Eastern Americans are Muslim as well, but that is not the case. In reality, both Jewish-Americans and Christian Arab-Americans outnumber Muslim Arab-Americans.[footnoteRef:5] Although Islam is projected to become the world’s second largest religion,5 it is one of the smallest religions in the United States. [3:  "Rome 'crisis' Talks on Middle East Christians - BBC News." BBC News. N.p., n.d. Web. 28 Feb. 2016.]  [4:  "Israel Demographics Profile 2014." Israel Demographics Profile 2014. N.p., n.d. Web. 1 Mar. 2016.]  [5:  "A New Estimate of the U.S. Muslim Population." Pew Research Center RSS. N.p., 06 Jan. 2016. Web. 04 Apr. 2016.] 

Christianity first arrived in the Middle East during the first century before gradually giving way to Islam in the seventh. At first, Christians were generally allowed to coexist with Muslims and the other religious groups in the region. Following the fall of Ottoman Empire, the greatest amount violence against Christians in the region occurred.[footnoteRef:6] Of those who survived, many fled for the West. Extremist groups that see Christianity as synonymous with Western culture mainly drive the persecution that occurs now. The persecution has led many people to believe that Christianity’s precarious existence in the Middle East is close to its end.  [6:  Griswold, Eliza. "Is This the End of Christianity in the Middle East?" New York Times Magazine 26 July 2015: MM31. The New York Times. The New York Times, 25 July 2015. Web. 29 Feb. 2016.] 

For that reason, most of the Arab-American immigrants to the United States are in fact, Christian. They make up a sizeable majority, around 65-70%.[footnoteRef:7] Only about 25%-30% of Arab-Americans are Muslim.7 Because the overwhelming majority of Middle Easterners are Muslim, one would think that the majority of Middle Eastern Americans would be Muslim as well. The Christian community is larger though, mainly because they have been immigrating for a longer period of time. In the first wave of immigration, only 5-10% were Muslim.7 The percentage increased with the second and third waves of immigration but the Arab-American population remains mostly Christian.  [7:  “Arab-Americans: An Integral Part of American Society.” Encyclopedia of Counseling (n.d.): n. pag. Arab-American National Museum. Web. 4 Apr. 2016.] 
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Relevant Websites:
· www.pewforum.org
· www.arabamericanmuseum.org
· www.census.gov
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MIDDLE EAST-NORTH AFRICA
Muslims as a Share of Overall Population, 1990-2030
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